
January 2018
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

Growing Trend:
BARN QUILTS

http://www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/


To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

0817-500HC-14092-10/18/2017

#TakeSimpleSteps

Phil Hasz 
(815) 756-8026

Chris Patterson 
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket 
(815) 786-2209

Kyle Groenhagen 
(815) 895-2005

Craig Popp 
(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
(815) 748-7064

Doug Brewington 
(815) 786-2209

Dan Howes 
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley 
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich 
(815) 784-6688

Kathy Martin 
(815) 786-6584

Steve Klopfenstein
(815) 824-2920



January 2018    CONNECTIONS        1    

Here’s to a New Year!
For me, this time of year is one of reflection and 

optimism. I have closed out the 2017 year and now 
welcome 2018 with open arms.  

As a farmer, I can’t help but look back at the past year 
and remember the long planting season followed by an 
abundance of precipitation and ending with a harvest I 
thought would never come to a close. Though, all-in-all, the 
yields were good and we finished the year with no major 
setbacks.  

Yes, as a farmer I have to accept what Mother Nature throws at me and hope for improvement in the upcoming season. 
Perhaps 2018 will be a better year for all farmers in DeKalb County.

This reflection and optimism also holds true for Farm Bureau.  
Legislatively, we had some challenges, but we did end the year with a state budget after a two year impasse and we did 

finally see tax reform measures passed at the federal level.  
Regarding Farm Bureau programs, Ag in the Classroom continues to reach record numbers with the help of volunteers. 

And we continue to assist members with issues such as truck regulations, county zoning issues, and property rights. Also, 
the Foundation had another successful year thanks to many generous donors seeing a need to share agriculture’s story.

Farm Bureau had another great year serving our members. As I look at the new year, I wish all of you a successful and 
prosperous 2018! ■

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

F e a t u r e s
 4 Tax Season
  Find out what tax reform means for agriculture

 6 Around the Farm
  Learn what farmers do in their “off-season”

 10 Ask a Farmer
  Understand why exports are important for farmers

 13 Know your property rights for utilities
  Come to a meeting pertaining to utilities and easements

 16 Farm Bureau scholarships now available
  Apply for high school senior scholarships

 18 Growing Trend: Barn Quilts
  See how barn quilts are popular in the county

 31 Training & Tips
  Be trained for AITC classroom presentationsOn the cover:

Sharlyn Larson of Shabbona
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Calendar
JANUARY
Jan. 25
AITC Volunteer Training 
for classroom presentations 
6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY 
Feb. 5
“An Evening with Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln” 
Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon 
$7, Register by Jan. 30

Feb. 6
Property Rights meeting 
8 a.m. 
Register by Feb. 5

Feb. 9
Ag Seminar 
First National Bank  
9:45 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Register by Feb. 2, 815-754-8090  
or lfaivre@fnni.com  

Feb. 26
DCFB Annual Meeting 
For “M” Farmer Members 
8 a.m.

MARCH
March 5
Balance for Seniors & Balance Screening 
By Blythe Kitner 
Prime Timers program 
12-Noon 
$7, Register by Feb. 27

March 9
Deadline for FB Senior Scholarships

March 15
Young Leaders Cider House Tour 
Jonamac Orchard, Malta 
7 p.m.

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless 
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.

Finding warmth in winter
The frigid temperatures a few weeks ago were 

insufferable for outdoor photography. I was taking 
photographs of many of the barn quilts in our 
county. But those were some really cold days to be 
out in the harsh elements. I hoped that my camera 
lens wouldn’t freeze up in the -10 degree weather. 

Even though I was dressed from head to toe in 
winter gear, in a matter of minutes my fingers felt 
like they were frozen. I couldn’t get back to the 
car quick enough to warm up. I have to admit that 

some of the photos (that didn’t have people in them) were shot from my car window 
as I drove slowly by the farmsteads.

Now those of you who know me also know that I take a “bazillion” photos. The 
cold weather limited the number and quality of pictures I took, thus I had to retake 
a few simply because it was snowing and blowing. So back to the farmsteads I went 
with temperatures still below zero.

While I was traveling the countryside I had some of these thoughts: It would be 
nice if we could move our farm to Florida where it’s much warmer. If only we could 
go to a tropical place for a break from the cold. And finally, why in the world did my 
ancestors locate to northern Illinois in the first place? 

After an attitude adjustment, I captured the real beauty of the countryside in 
pictures. White blankets of snow. Crystal-like icicles dangling from eaves. Winter 
wonderlands of farmsteads. And those warm, colorful quilt blocks adorning barns. 
These things brought me the warmth I needed in winter. ■

Find the snowflake  
and win!

Let’s see if you can find the snowflake 
(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Feb. 2 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the 
snowflake on that page. You will also need 
to include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone 
contest was Dan Sebby of Plano. The pine 
cone was hidden on page 15 in the peach 
stem. ■

Follow us!
	 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor
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Farm exports help the economy

By the
 NUMBERS

In 2016, $133.5 billion worth of 
agricultural products were exported 
around the globe. 

China $21.4 billion
Canada $20.2 billion
Mexico $17.8 billion
Japan $11.0 billion
South Korea  $6.2 billion
Hong Kong $3.8 billion
Taiwan $3.2 billion
Indonesia $2.6 billion
Philippines $2.5 billion

China and Canada are the United States’ 
largest trading partners. Together, they 
account for 31 percent of all U.S. 
ag exports. The largest share of U.S.  
ag exports are these commodities: corn, 
soybeans, beef, veal, milk, cotton, wheat 
and apples.

Sources: USDA, ERS/FAS, 2016 Illinois Farm Bureau
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Tax Season
What does tax reform  
mean for agriculture?

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
approved in December, is the most 
comprehensive tax reform since 1986. 
As tax preparers and CPAs work on 
2017 taxes, they also are deciphering 
the complexities of tax reform for 
2018 taxes.

For 2018, federal income tax 
rates are lower across most levels of 
income but several tax provisions 
have been eliminated.

Scott Newport, Illinois Farm 
Business Farm Management (FBFM) 
executive, cites “The Big 3” as the 
most significant changes for farmers: 
1) The standard deduction increases 
to $24,000 for married filing jointly 
filers. As a result, very few taxpayers 
will itemize deductions. 2) There 
is a change in the 7 income tax 
brackets. Income tax brackets have 
been lowered to 10%, 12%, 22%, 
24%, 32%, 35% and 37%. 3) A new 
20% business income deduction is 
available. This will have the effect 
of reducing the federal marginal tax 
rate by 20%. This deduction does 
not reduce adjusted gross income 
and is not available to service based 
businesses.

Farmers get ready for the tax season.

Scott Newport checks in farm record books and discusses tax law changes with 
Waterman farmer Mike Gletty. The FBFM specialist is currently reviewing books and 
numbers with farmers and then in February will begin preparing farm tax returns.

Here are some other key changes 
for agriculture provided by the 
American Farm Bureau Federation:

• Property tax deductions – This 
business deduction continues for real 
estate and personal property taxes on 
farm business assets.

• Section 179 expensing – The 
maximum allowance permanently 
increases the amount of expenditures 
that can be deducted to $1 million 
and increases the expenditure level at 
which the deduction begins to phase 
out to $2.5 million. 

• Like-kind exchanges – Section 
1031 exchange deductions continue 
for buildings and land but like-kind 
exchanges will end for equipment and 
livestock.

• Co-op dividends – Section 
199 Domestic Production Activities 
Deduction is replaced with a new 
20% maximum deduction on taxable 
income for cooperative dividends.

• Immediate expensing – This 
bonus depreciation allows businesses 
to fully and immediately write off 
business investments through 2022. 
After 2022, this percentage reduces 
by 20% each year until bonus 
depreciation is eliminated beginning 
in 2017. It expands the deduction to 
include used equipment.

• Estate taxes – This doubles the 
estate tax exemption to $11 million 
per individual and indexes the 
exemption for inflation. Stepped-up 
basis continues. ►

“There’s confusion about real 
estate taxes and deductions 
from Schedule F and E. With 
the new tax reform, real estate 
taxes are still fully deductible 
on Schedule F and E without 
limitations.”

Scott Newport, FBFM
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Farmers get ready for the tax season.

• Business interest expenses – 
This limits the interest deductions for 
businesses with more than $25 million 
of gross receipts by disallowing a 
deduction in excess of 30% of the 
businesses’ adjusted taxable income. 
It continues to allow for carryover 
rules.

• Net operating loss – It allows 
for losses to be carried back for 2 
years. NOLs can be carried forward 
indefinitely but will be limited to 80% 
of income.

• Depreciation of equipment – 
This shortens the depreciation period 
for farm equipment and machinery to 
5 years. 

“In farming, you have to run the 
numbers to project 2018 and 
beyond. There are many factors 
to consider as to how fast to 
write-off equipment for both 
income and Social Security tax 
considerations. The proposed 
and final regulations are yet to 
come.” 

Bob Clausen, The Clausen Group

The Clausen Group is currently evaluating the proposed tax reform for 2018 as they 
work with farmers and other clients. Colin Clausen (seated) and Bob Clausen (standing, 
right) are CPAs and partners in the accounting firm. Connie Giblin (standing, left), 
accountant, also assists clients.

paid plus 2.5% of depreciable business 
property. Taxpayers with income under 
$315,000 are exempt from the W-2 
wage limits.

For all taxpayers, the personal tax 
exemption is eliminated, explained 
Newport. However, the child tax 
credit increases to $2,000 and a 
new dependent tax credit of $500 is 
available for other dependents.

Newport, FBFM specialist for 
DeKalb County, will be working 
closely with farmers in preparing 
income tax returns starting in February. 
Bob and Colin Clausen, CPAs of The 
Clausen Group in DeKalb, also prepare 
a significant number of farm tax 
returns, along with preparing personal 
income tax returns.

“In farming, you have to run 
the numbers to project 2018 and 
beyond,” said Bob Clausen. “There 
are many factors to consider as to 
how fast to write-off equipment for 
both income and Social Security tax 
considerations.” As Clausen peruses 
tax law changes he notes, “The 
proposed and final regulations are yet 
to come.” ■

• Self employment taxes – 
This does not change the laws that 
determine the self-employment taxes 
that farmers pay.

• Capital gains tax – This tax 
continues approximately at the same 
rates and thresholds as the present 
law.

• Pass-through income – 
This covers income from sole 
proprietorships, joint ventures, 
limited liability companies and S 
corporations. Those operating these 
businesses can take a 20% deduction 
of business income. It’s limited to 
50% of W-2 wages paid to employees 
or the sum of 25% of W-2 wages 
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Deanne Frieders

Our “off-season” on the farm
Have you ever wondered what grain farmers do in their “off-season?” 
After the equipment has been washed and put away for the winter, 

there’s still work to be done around the farm. 
And lest you think farmers spend their days of leisure on the couch 

watching entire seasons on Netflix, trust me — there’s more to our off 
season schedule.

Do we ever sneak in a get-away? You better believe it, or at least, we 
try! Wouldn’t you?

But for the most part, when the ground is blanketed in snow and the 
equipment is locked up tight in the shed, we’re still working. 

Thankfully, this time of year operates at a different pace than the hustle 
and bustle of harvest season. 

This is a time when we haul our corn and soybeans from the grain bins 
to the marketplace. Equipment repairs, upgrades, or improvements may 
be made. 

We have the extra fun job of 
preparing our taxes. Every year I 
say I will keep up with the receipt 
management yet in December 
and early January, I find myself 
commandeering the dining room table, 
receipts and bills spread everywhere, 
scrambling to capture all the data we 

need to provide our accountant. Maybe this will be my year to stay on top 
of this!

Hopefully by now we’ve caught up on our missed hours of sleep. This 
allows us time to analyze data and make decisions about what crops to 
plant in what fields come spring.

We attend trade shows, where we can learn about new products, 
technology and methods. It’s an important tool in our continuing 
education to stay on top of our farm game. 

All the farming duties aside, there’s also another element of winter in 
our farming family — reconnecting as a family. Fall harvest is stressful 
and doesn’t always allow us time for more than the necessities. It’s the 
nose to the grindstone time in our jobs. Sometimes sporting events or 
recitals get missed, or only attended in part. 

But right now, we get to be “regular” people. We attend basketball 
games, or we’ll catch a movie. We don’t work until crazy hours of the 
night. We get a chance to unwind, slow down, reconnect and enjoy a 
meal around the dining room table. 

There’s also a shift in our family 
dynamic as my husband, Ryan, is 
around more to offer his two cents on 
household operations. Fellow farm 
wives, I wonder if you can relate!

This time of year is equally important 
to us as the seasons of planting and 
harvest. If our family isn’t strong, our 
farming isn’t strong. If we don’t slow 
down and renew ourselves, we’ll be 
depleted before planting season even 
begins. 

So if you see a farmer strolling the 
aisles of Farm & Fleet, or grabbing a 
bite to eat at the local diner… give us a 
smile or a wave. We’re making up for 
lost time. And you better believe we’ll 
hit the ground running in the spring, 
when it’s time to plant our crops. ■

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

Thankfully, this time of year 
operates at a different pace 
than the hustle and bustle 
of harvest season. 

the
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Ladders - How do 
you get to the hayloft 
in an old barn? Not by 
stairs, but by climbing 
a ladder. Ladders 
in historic barns 
are nothing like the 
aluminum or fiberglass 
ladders we use today. 
Instead, they are wood, 
perpendicular to the 
barn floor, and usually 
attached to the barn 
wall.

What’s in THERE?
Old barns are often like giant treasure chests: full of intriguing items and construction details  
that are hints of times gone by. Here are a few details you might see in old barns found locally.

Hayloft or haymow - Many old barns were 
designed to store hay or straw in an upper “loft” area for 
livestock housed below. Haylofts are also called haymows. In 
this word, “mow” rhymes with “cow” and means a pile of hay, 
grain, or the place where they are stored.

A peek inside 
farm structures

Wooden beams - Most of the old barns found in our area were 
constructed with wood. Depending on the barn’s age, the timbers within 
may have been hand-hewn with an axe or milled at an area sawmill. 
Many barns were built with local hardwoods like oak and hickory.
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Freda’s Chuck Roast 
Vegetable Stew
Chuck roast and a variety of spices 
add flavor and appeal to this 
wintertime favorite.

Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 3 hours

FOOD FAVORITES

Instructions
Cut beef into 1-inch cubes and trim fat. Coat with flour.

Put oil into a large cast iron pot, place over medium-high 
heat until hot. Add beef, and cook, stirring occasionally, 
until browned.

Add 4 cups water and next 6 ingredients; bring to a boil.

Cover, reduce heat, and simmer 2 hours or until tender.

Cut carrots and celery into 2-inch lengths. Peel potatoes; 
cut potatoes and onions into eighths. Cut bell peppers 
into 1-inch pieces. Add carrots, celery, potatoes, onions 
and bell peppers to beef mixture; cover and simmer  
30 minutes or until vegetables are tender.

Combine 3 tablespoons flour and 3 tablespoons water, 
stirring well; stir into stew. Boil, stirring constantly, for  
1 minute or until thickened and bubbly.

Ingredients
 3 pounds boneless chuck roast
 ¼ cup all-purpose flour
 2 tablespoons olive oil
 4 cups water
 1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
 2 teaspoons salt
 1 teaspoon fresh garlic
 ¾ teaspoon ground red pepper
 ¼ teaspoon ground allspice
 2 bay leaves
 4 carrots, peeled and scraped
 1 stalk celery
 4 medium-size red potatoes
 2 small onions
 2 green bell peppers
 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
 3 tablespoons water
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The Leishman Center for Culinary Health opened in May of 2015 
under the guidance of Jo Cessna, Culinary Instructor. The mission 
of the center is educating students to choose healthy living with the 
emphasis and understanding that cooking is the ultimate survival skill. 

Research supports home food preparation which directly increases 
the consumption of healthy foods and promotes better health. The 
Leishman Center for Culinary Health focuses on teaching simple 
techniques easily replicated in the home kitchen that is directed to 
students of all ages and skill levels. 

The various programs provide guidance and education from garden 
to kitchen, providing hands-on opportunities to taste new foods and 
learn how to prepare delicious all natural dishes. Classes are attended 
by persons ages 9 to 99. 

Rachael Koroscik, coordinator of the center, handles the day-to-day 
operations as well as teaching the Kids Can Cook classes and also 
providing community outreach programs.

Peggy Marchini, RD, provides nutritional specific topics in the 
center along with co-teaching the disease specific cooking classes. 
Some examples of these are Eat to Beat Diabetes, Eat to Beat Heart 
Disease, Pain and Inflammation, and Eat to Beat Stress.

Dr. Mathan, DO, joins Jo Cessna in providing classes for the local 
nursing students incorporating the sessions with their clinical rounds.

Immune Building Sips
Here are a few beverages that are easy to find and supportive to the 

immune system.
Matcha Tea - Very nutrient dense green tea; comes in a form of 

stone-ground powder. The best source is from Japan. It has 17 times 
the antioxidants as wild blueberries.

Tulsi Tea - Holy basil herb used in Ayurvedic medicine of India. 
Loaded with antioxidants with benefits to immune health, memory, 
heart and vision.

Elderberry - Rich in antioxidants and has been shown to block the 
flu virus. Enjoy the extract as a tea. 

Kefir - Ancient cultured enzyme-rich food that helps strengthen 
immunity. 

Immune Boosting Salad
Avocado and Grapefruit Salad with Walnuts 
Created by Jo Cessna (2-3 servings)
¼ cup walnuts, roughly chopped; ¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon;  
1 pink grapefruit, sectioned; 2 teaspoons white wine vinegar;  
Sea salt and black pepper, to taste; 2 green onions, finely diced or  
2 tablespoons red onion, chopped;1 tablespoon olive oil; couple  
large handfuls of your favorite greens; 1 small avocado.
1. Toast the walnuts just until fragrant; this is done very easily  

in a toaster oven. Sprinkle with cinnamon while still warm.  
Cool and chop.

Healthy Cooking 
With Immune Building Sips & Salad

Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on 
healthy eating at The Leishman Center at Kishwaukee 
Hospital. New in 2018, they will be providing 
healthy cooking and healthy lifestyle information in 
CONNECTIONS for Farm Bureau members. 

2. Section the grapefruit by slicing off the 
bottom and top. Stand grapefruit on a 
cutting board and slice away the peel, 
removing all the white membrane. Hold 
fruit over a bowl and cut each segment. 
Let the segment fall into the bowl along 
with the juice.

3. Combine 2 teaspoons of the grapefruit 
juice, vinegar, 1/8 teaspoon sea salt 
and green onion in a small bowl. Let 
mixture stand while preparing the 
greens and slicing the avocado.

4. Whisk the oil into the juice and vinegar 
mixture.

5. Toss the greens with the dressing and 
toss in the grapefruit sections. Arrange 
on dinner platter and top with avocado 
and walnuts. ■

Register for Immunity Building Sips and 
Soup on Jan. 23, 6 to 8 p.m., at www.
kishhealth.org.

Find us on facebook at Northwestern 
Medicine, KishHealth Ingredients for  
Healthy Living.

FAMILY HEALTH

http://kishhealth.org/
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Q: Are trade agreements like NAFTA a good thing for farmers?

A: Farmers benefit from trade agreements by exporting 
food to other countries. Large companies also benefit by 
providing jobs and generating revenue.

Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer from 
DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans, and 
peas. Carl, his wife and daughters live on the 
family farm.

A hot topic of discussion these days is whether America should 
participate in new trade agreements like the Trans Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) or stay in current agreements such as the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

Trade agreements are generally made between countries to reduce taxes 
and tariffs, help increase exports, and reduce the cost of imports. Exports 
have always been important to U.S. farmers and trade agreements further 
enhance exports. 

American farmers are blessed with good soils, especially in the 
Midwest. We also have a thriving livestock industry able to produce high 
quality meat and dairy products at a low cost. Couple that with great 
infrastructure like roads, railways, and river systems with several ports 
around the country for efficiencies of trade. 

We can provide plenty of food and fiber for our own country, but 
also are able to provide a large amount to the rest of the world. Trade 
agreements help move those products. 

Trade agreements with other countries reduce or remove high tariffs 
on our products making them more affordable to consumers in those 
countries allowing us to move more products.  

28% of pork, 28% of poultry and eggs, 25% of grains, 15% of beef and 
10% of dairy in the U.S. is exported. 

As farmers produce more products, more will need to be exported. 
Keep in mind that 95% of global food consumers live outside the U.S.  

But it is not just farmers that benefit from trade with the rest of 
the world, large companies that provide good paying jobs to tens of 
thousands of employees like John Deere, CATERPILLAR, and ADM 
benefit as well. According to John Deere, nearly 40% of the company’s 
revenues come from sales outside the U.S. and Canada and 27% of 
products at their large equipment facilities here in Illinois and Iowa are 
exported. ADM not only owns processing plants producing ethanol, 
sweeteners and soybean meal, they help market grain from U.S. farmers 
to over 160 countries worldwide.     

NAFTA means a great deal to Illinois 
farmers. Nearly one-third of Illinois ag 
exports go to NAFTA partners (Mexico 
& Canada).  It has been estimated that 
if the U.S. was to abandon NAFTA, 
Illinois farmers would receive $18.30 
less per hog raised, $71.65 less per 
steer raised, 30 cents per bushel less of 
corn raised and 15 cents per bushel less 
of soybeans raised. Farmers are not the 
only ones who lose¸ Illinois ag exports 
to Canada and Mexico support over 
34,000 jobs.  

Agriculture has always been a large 
part of America’s economic engine. 
Good trade agreements can keep that 
engine running strong. ■

Sources: ERS and FAS/USDA, US Grains Council, US 
Meat Export Federation, US Poultry & Egg Council, 

Illinois Farm Bureau
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U.S. ag and food exports to Canada and Mexico have more than quadrupled 

Created 5-6 million American jobs

2 in every 10 acres on Illinois farms are planted to feed Canada and Mexico

      
    Pork and Beef Notes

 
Combined, Mexico and Canada account for  
40% of U.S. pork export volume  
and 30% of U.S. beef export volume.

Sources:  ERS and FAS/USDA, US Grains Council, US Meat Export Federation, US Poultry and Egg Export Council – IFB analysis. ** IFB estimates

Processed Food Exports from Illinois
Illinois food processing industry is  

one of the largest in the nation.

Illinois exports $1.8 billion in consumer  
oriented agricultural products each year, 

supporting 13,500 jobs.

NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Agreement)  
is the most important 
trade agreement for  
Illinois farmers.

Beef exports to  
Canada and Mexico 

add $71.65  
to the value of  

every U.S. steer

Pork exports to  
Canada and Mexico 

add $18.30  
to the value of  
every U.S. hog

NAFTA & Illinois 
Agriculture

NAFTA {

ILFB.ORG/TRADE           #SUPPORTNAFTA

Major Illinois Exports to NAFTA Partners
CORN

SOYBEANS ETHANOL

DDGs  
(distillers  
dried grains 
and solubles) 

BEEF

PORK

PROCESSED 
FOODS/SNACKS

Rank for Illinois Exports **

Canada and Mexico as Export Markets
Commodity Canada (U.S.) Mexico (U.S.) Canada (IL) Mexico (IL)

Corn #9 #1 #9 #2

DDGs #7 #2 #6 #2

Soybean products  #3 for soy meal #1 for soy meal and soy oil #6 soy meal and soy oil #2 soy meal and soy oil 
(beans, meal, and oil) #10 for soy oil #2 for whole soybeans  

Pork and pork products #3 #2 #5 #4

Beef and beef products #3 #2 #7 #6

Ethanol #1 #8 #1 #5

Jobs 
In 2016, Illinois agri-food exports 
to Canada and Mexico supported  

34,785 jobs.
In 2016, Illinois feed grain exports alone 

to Canada and Mexico supported  

more than 5,000 jobs.
 

http://ilfb.org/TRADE
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FARM COUNTRY

First National Bank’s 13th Annual 
Ag Seminar will provide farmers 
with an array of timely topics for the 
New Year. 

“From the U.S. economy to grain 
markets to weather, there will be 
something for everyone,” states 
Landon Faivre, Lead Director of 
Agribusiness Banking for First 
National Bank. “Our speakers have 
diverse backgrounds and knowledge 
that attendees will find interesting 
and entertaining.”

The lineup of speakers include: 
Jason Buol with First National 
Bank’s Wealth Management, Eric 
Fransen of the Market 360 Grain 
Team with Stewart-Peterson, and 
Eric Snodgrass with the University of 
Illinois Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences. 

The Ag Seminar is scheduled for 
Friday, Feb. 9 beginning at 9:45 a.m. 

Seminar targets economics, markets & weather 
Field experts offer outlook at ag meeting

at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building. 

Jason Buol joined First National 
Bank Wealth Management 
in 2016 and serves as the 
Investment Officer in Illinois. 
He is responsible for managing 
the portfolios for personal trusts, 
institutions, foundations and 
endowments. Jason serves on the 
Asset Allocation and Mutual Fund 
Committees.

Eric Fransen is Market 360 
Grain Team Director and has 
been with Stewart-Peterson since 
2007. He previously worked in the 
banking and finance field. Eric has 
a thorough understanding of the 
financial demands and challenges 
that farm families face, and enjoys 
helping them meet their fiscal 
goals. He helps his clients manage 
their market opportunities and 
risks.

Eric Snodgrass is the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies for 
the Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. He teaches 
a variety of meteorology and 
atmospheric science classes and has 
been recognized for his excellence in 
teaching undergraduate and graduate 
students. His research initiatives 
focus on K-12 science education 
as well as weather forecasting 
applications in financial markets. 
Currently, his research efforts focus 
on weather risk involving land-
falling tropical cyclones and global 
agricultural yield projections.

The seminar runs from 9:45 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. and includes lunch.

Interested persons should register 
by contacting Landon Faivre, 815-
754-8090, or lfaivre@fnni.com by 
Feb. 2. ■

Eric Snodgrass, Director of 
Undergraduate Studies for the 
Department of Atmospheric 
Sciences, University of Illinois

Jason Buol, First National Bank 
Investment Officer

Eric Fransen, Market 360 Grain 
Team Director for Stewart-Peterson

mailto:lfaivre@fnni.com
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FARM COUNTRY

Annual Meeting  
Notice

Notice is hereby given that 
the Annual Business Meeting 
of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau will be held on 
Monday, Feb. 26 at 8 a.m. 
in the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Building, Sycamore, IL 
to receive reports of the tellers 
of election for directors for 
the past year; and if approved, 
confirm the reports of the 
officers for the year ending 
Dec. 31, 2017 and any other 
business that may properly 
come before the meeting. ■

        Roy Plote, Secretary

Solar and wind energy contracts, 
pipeline and utility easements got 
you thinking? 

As a landowner, learn all about the 
ramifications involving structures 
on your property at a Farm Bureau 
meeting.

Farm Bureau has arranged a 
Property Rights meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 6 at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. It’s a breakfast meeting 
starting at 8 a.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium.

Garrett Thalgott, attorney with 
the Illinois Farm Bureau, will cover 
solar and wind energy contracts, 
pipeline and utility easements, 
telecommunication lines, information 
on trespassing laws, and other 
property rights issues. 

Thalgott will provide information 

Garrett Thalgott, IFB General 
Counsel, will discuss property rights 
pertaining to construction of utilities 
and other structures on farmland at a 
Property Rights meeting Feb. 6.

Know your property rights for utilities
on the Agricultural Impact 
Mediation Agreement (AIMA) 
which is required for wind farms 
and customary for transmission 
lines and pipelines. He will also 
offer a checklist of farmland issues 
with agreements to consider such 
as mitigating damage to farmland, 
appointment of an ag inspector 
during construction, incorporating 
AIMA into your lease, attorney fees, 
and compensation.

Thalgott is with the Illinois 
Agricultural Association Office of 
General Counsel. He is a frequent 
speaker on topics related to 
agricultural law such as farmland 
leases, utility easements, and 
environmental issues.

Registration is required by Feb. 5 
at the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-
6361. There is no charge to attend. ■

Dicamba training, class at Kish College
Farmers trained on managing dicamba herbicides, Feb. 21 in Malta

A new website and free classes are enabling Illinois farmers and commercial 
pesticide applicators to get a jump on required dicamba training.

The Illinois Department of Agriculture is partnering with agriculture 
industry groups to facilitate statewide, classroom training to help certified 
applicators comply with new label requirements for products containing 
dicamba. Dicamba is the active ingredient in three USEPA-approved 
herbicides to manage difficult weeds in soybean fields.

Illinois has over 15,000 licensed agriculture pesticide applicators that could 
potentially use these herbicides in 2018, so the scope of the training effort is 
significant.

Several training sessions will be held throughout the state. The nearest 
training for local farmers is at Kishwaukee College on Feb. 21, from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. To register for this class or for a list of other classes go to: https://ifca.
com/IllinoisDicambaTraining. 

The Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association developed this website 
to facilitate the training, the class schedule, helpful resources and on-line 
registration.

Those completing the training receive a certificate, which will assist the 
applicator in meeting one of the new recordkeeping requirements included on 
the product labels for 2018. ■
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In the early 1900s dirt roads were 
common. This dirt road is now known 
as Waterman Road. Concrete was used 
to pave the road and for years it was 
referred to as the Narrow Cement Road.

The Narrow Cement

The road building crew in Afton Township, 
October 21, 1913, worked to create a new 
concrete hard road in their township.

In the early 1900s, Illinoisans were 
tired of the struggles with muddy 
roads and looked for a solution 
to the problem. At the same time, 
automobiles were becoming the 
mode of transportation, making the 
problem much worse.  

By 1902, the State of Illinois 
founded a state highway commission, 
which required automobiles to 
register and pay for “identification 
plates.” The fee for this plate went 
into a road fund. With the installation 
of good hard roads, people in rural 
areas could easily come to the cities 
and not worry about the mud and 
muck or not be trapped there if a 
rainstorm came up. 

All areas were eager to have these 
“farm to market” roads. DeKalb 
was dedicated to “pulling Illinois 
out of the mud,” a slogan adopted 
throughout the state. In October of 
1913, the Township of Afton was 
chastised for not fixing the road that 

led north to DeKalb so some of the 
DeKalb business and professional 
men chose to do it for them.  

The men organized a “Good Roads 
Day” as a social event as well as 
getting the road in. Every able-
bodied man was expected to help, 
especially those who traded goods in 
the southern part of the county.    

Carter gravel pit was opened so 
that gravel could be hauled to the 
Afton Road (now Perry Road) which 
joined Fourth Street out of DeKalb. 
It was quite a spectacle with men 
in business suits and ladies in long 
dresses in a shovel brigade, showing 
a united front to get the job done. 
After the gravel was laid, DeKalb 
Township rollers secured the gravel. 

In October of 1915, more 
improvements came when a proposal 
was submitted to the DeKalb County 
Board of Supervisors, whereby 
citizens of Afton Township would 
help pay to build a concrete hard 

road in their township. It would 
begin at the west end of the Afton 
Road (Perry Road), and go south 
to the north line of the Township of 
Clinton (Waterman Road). The road 
was to be 17,888 feet long and 10 
feet wide. Residents were asked to 
pledge as much as they could afford 
to get the hard road built.  

The road was completed in 1917, 
to the joy of all who would travel 
on it. However, traffic was allowed 
on the road before the concrete was 
sufficiently cured, resulting in rutting 
from buggy traffic, which could be 
seen well into the mid-1970s. For 
years this road would be called the 
“Narrow Cement Road.” ■

Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archive
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The generosity of individuals as well 
as businesses in our community has 
been humbling and awe-inspiring. Many 
made year-end gifts to the Foundation for 
Agriculture for worthwhile agricultural 
initiatives. 

Recently, the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
received generous gifts from Enbridge 
Energy Company and from Allan and 
Ruth Aves.

Enbridge Energy’s donation partially 
funded a new “soil tunnel” for educating 
all ages about soil and its importance 
in supporting plant life, understanding 
the carbon cycle and soil chemistry. The 
inflatable soil display will be used for 
Ag in the Classroom programs and other 
educational venues.

The Enbridge donation was part of their 
Community Investment Grant program 
in which they fund organizations where 
their natural gas pipeline is located and 
which align with their values of safety, 
community well-being and protecting the 
environment.

Gifts to the Foundation

Enbridge Energy provided a gift to the Foundation for Agriculture to fund a new soil 
tunnel for educational programs. Participating in the check presentation were (from left) 
Rep. Bob Pritchard; Taylor Smith, Jim Connors and Dave Bareham with Enbridge; and 
Greg Millburg and Mariam Wassmann with Farm Bureau’s Foundation for Agriculture.

Allan Aves (right) sold a large collection of DEKALB 
artifacts at a recent auction and gifted a portion of the 
proceeds to the Foundation for Agriculture. Aves presented 
a check to Foundation President Mark Tuttle (left). 

Allan and Ruth Aves, Kirkland farmers, gave a 
generous gift to the Foundation for Agriculture from 
auction proceeds of their DEKALB collectibles and 
antiques. The Aves’ had an extensive collection of farm 
antiques and DEKALB Ag relics that were sold to online 
bidders and those attending the auction in Shipshewana, 
Indiana in December. The Aves’ gift will be used for 
agricultural outreach programs in DeKalb County. 

The Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture thanks 
the Aves’ and Enbridge Energy for their donations! ■

Thank You!

Our Mission:

To broaden awareness and understanding  
of agriculture through outreach and education.
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The DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation announces the 
availability of application forms 
for its Senior Scholarships. The 
Foundation will grant scholarships 
to deserving high school seniors 
pursuing a college education. 

Anna McComb was one of the 2017 
recipients of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Senior Scholarship. Anna 
is a freshman at Northern Illinois 
University majoring in finance.

Farm Bureau scholarships now available
SCHOLARSHIPS

High school seniors who will be 
attending a two or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical school 
in the fall of 2018 are eligible to apply. 
Students’ families must have been a 
member in good standing of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau continuously since 
Jan. 1, 2016.  

Scholarship selection is based on 
academics, leadership, and community 
service. The scholarship award is for a 
total of $1,200 for the freshman year of 
college.

The application can be found at www.
PlantALegacy.org. Complete the 
electronic application and submit online. 
You may also pick up an application 
form at the Farm Bureau office or from 
high school guidance counselors. Mail 
or deliver counselor statement and 
transcript to the Farm Bureau.  
The complete application is due by 
Friday, March 9. ■

John Buck Memorial Scholarship 
Applications are now being accepted for the John Buck Memorial 

Scholarship. High school students in Kane, DeKalb, McHenry, Boone, Lake, 
DuPage or Will County are eligible to apply. 

John Buck was the founder of Buck Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, dealers 
and distributors of John Deere farm equipment and golf course maintenance 
equipment, respectively. In recognition of Buck’s passion for agriculture and 
golf, his family and friends established the John Buck Memorial Scholarship 
for agriculture students through the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation.

An endowment to the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation, supplemented 
by the annual John Buck Memorial Open golf outing, provides funds for a 
$1,000 college scholarship for an agriculture student. 

Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website at  
www.kanecfb.com, through the local county Farm Bureau offices, at Buck 
Brothers, Inc. or J.W. Turf in Hampshire or by contacting Steve Arnold, 
Executive Director of the Kane County Farm Bureau Foundation, at 630-584-
8660. Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

AGCO Scholarships 
for ag-related degrees

AGCO is offering 
scholarships to students in 
Illinois pursuing ag-related 
college degrees.

AGCO Parts Platinum 
Scholarship ($2,500) – One 
scholarship award will be 
given to a student who has 
completed at least one full year 
of college education pursuing a 
degree in an agriculture related 
field of study.

AGCO Global Women’s 
Network Scholarship ($1,000) 
– One scholarship will be 
provided for the college 
education of a woman pursuing 
a degree in an agriculture 
related career field.

AGCO Parts Division 
Scholarship ($1,000) – One 
scholarship will be given for 
the college education of a 
student pursuing a degree in an 
agriculture related career field.

Applications are available on 
the Kane County Farm Bureau 
website at www.kanecfb.
com, or by contacting Steve 
Arnold, Executive Director of 
the Kane County Farm Bureau 
Foundation, 630-584-8660, or 
email steve@kanecfb.com.  

The application deadline is 
Feb. 15. ■

High school seniors are eligible to  
apply for Farm Bureau scholarships.

http://www.kanecfb.com/
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Agriculture students and Illinois 
Farm Bureau® (IFB) members and 
their children are encouraged to 
apply for 76 college scholarships 
offered by the IAA Foundation, 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable 
arm. The scholarships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500 per year, will be 
awarded in the 2018-2019 school 
year.   

“We are pleased to help students 
through our growing scholarship 

IAA Scholarships support ag students
program,” said Susan Moore, 
director, IAA Foundation. “It is a 
great privilege to support the next 
generation of leaders, and encourage 
continuing education in agricultural 
fields.” 

Students may apply for a variety 
of scholarships, including three IAA 
Foundation Top Scholarships, where 
winners will each receive $5,000 
awards. Another $7,500 award goes 
to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy 
of Leadership scholarship winner.

In addition to family scholarships 
often established to honor the 
memory of a loved one, the IAA 
Foundation offers scholarships on 
behalf of organizations such as 
Prairie Farms Dairy and the Illinois 
Soybean Association.  

All applicants must be high school 
seniors accepted for enrollment, 
or students already enrolled at an 
accredited college, university or 
community college. Scholarships are 

awarded for exceptional academic 
ability, leadership and financial 
need. Previous winners of an IAA 
Foundation scholarship are eligible 
to apply again.

A full listing of available 
scholarships, eligibility guidelines, 
and application documents are 
available at the Foundation website, 
www.iaafoundation.org. 
Completed applications must be 
submitted online by Feb. 1.

For more information, contact 
your county Farm Bureau, the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230, 
or e-mail Jessie Denny, program 
manager, IAA Foundation, at 
jdenny@ilfb.org.  

The mission of the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm, is to fund education, 
research, and charitable activities 
that benefit Illinois farm families 
and agriculture. ■

SCHOLARSHIPS

Leopold Education Scholarship
The Leopold Education Project Scholarship provides scholarships 

to college students studying in a natural resource field such as 
conservation, fish or wildlife biology, botany, conservation education, 
ecology, foresty, soils, pollution control, or water quality.  

The $1,000 scholarship is open to students in northern Illinois from 
the counties of DeKalb, Boone, Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, 
Will and Winnebago. Applicants must be attending or enrolled at a 
two-year or four-year college. 

Selection is based upon academic record, a demonstrated 
commitment to natural resource conservation activities, honors, work 
experience, statement of educational and career goals, and natural 
resource oriented community service.

To apply, download the scholarship at www.swcdekalbil.org and 
mail to the Boone County Soil & Water Conservation District. 

Applications are due by Thursday, Feb. 15.
For more information contact the Boone County SWCD office, 815-

544-2677. ■

Compeer offers  
ag scholarships

The Compeer Financial Fund for 
Rural America, the corporate giving 
program of Compeer Financial, 
is now accepting applications for 
its high school senior scholarship 
program. 

A total of 105 scholarships, worth 
$1,500 each, will be awarded. 

The Compeer Financial High 
School Senior Scholarship Program 
is designed for students who 
will major in agriculture or an 
agriculture-related field. Students 
who plan on attending a college, 
university or technical school are 
eligible.

To qualify, graduating seniors must 
live in Compeer Financial’s 144-
county territory and have a 3.0 or 
higher GPA. Scholarship recipients 
are selected based on a combination 
of academic achievement, 
agricultural and community youth 
organization involvement and essays. 

To apply, students should visit 
www.compeer.com to download 
the application form or complete the 
electronic application. Applications 
must be received by March 16. ■

http://www.iaafoundation.org/
mailto:jdenny@ilfb.org
http://www.compeer.com/
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Colorful quilt squares are beautifying local barns. 
Barn quilts are becoming popular country landmarks in DeKalb County. They 
provide special points of interest for those traveling the countryside while honoring 
our farming heritage and the talents of local quilters and artists. 

Decorating barns dates back to the Colonial days when colonists painted folk art patterns 
on the sides of their barns to celebrate their heritage. 

The concept of barn quilts started in Ohio and has spread throughout rural America with 
its two-fold purpose of adding extra appeal to the exterior of barns and other buildings and 
providing trails for tourists. Notably, Wisconsin has several barn quilts decorating the sides of 
many of their stately dairy barns, and rural communities which organize quilt trails.

A barn quilt is typically one quilt block design painted onto a piece of plywood. The design represents 
a geometric shape oftentimes resembling those in a quilt. There are hundreds of quilt patterns and 
likewise as many different barn quilt designs.

In DeKalb County, there are nearly 40 barn quilts. Some of them are featured in this issue. As interest in 
barn quilts continues to grow locally, the DeKalb County Convention and Visitors Bureau hopes to develop a 
webpage where the public can access information and facilitate their own self-guided tour. 

Barn quilts bring a renewed interest to rural communities revering agriculture, art, history, and local culture. ►

Growing Trend:

Above: Barn quilt design, Drunker Passage, on John Lamesch’s barn, Waterman



January 2018    CONNECTIONS        19    

Sharlyn Larson
She’s a farmer’s daughter & quilter.

Sharlyn Larson has made hundreds of quilts. She started making quilts in 
high school and never stopped. 

Her most memorable quilts are the ones she has hand stitched for her family 
– the wedding ring quilt for her parent’s anniversary, quilts for her children 
made from clothing that her parents once wore, and baby quilts for her young 
granddaughter. Each of her quilts has her name and date sewn into them for 
posterity.

Sharlyn’s grandmother helped her learn to sew at a young age and inspired 
her to be a fine seamstress. For years now, Sharlyn has kept busy with 
alterations and a sewing business. She’s sewn wedding dresses and lots of 

t-shirt quilts. 
Last year, the quilter became 

interested in making a barn quilt 
to dress up the side of their barn. 

(Above) Last year, Sharlyn Larson 
painted a barn quilt for their cattle 
shed on Shabbona Road northwest 
of Shabbona. She chose the 
Farmer’s Daughter pattern, a design 
that represents who she is. 

(Above right) Sharlyn has a fondness 
for making quilts, especially those 
she has sewn for her family. (Left) 
She stitches her name and year in 
each quilt for posterity.

“I decided it was something that 
I wanted,” said Sharlyn. She read 
books to learn more about the art of 
making barn quilts and then chose 
colors that she liked and would 
look nice on their yellow barn.

She selected one of her favorite 
quilt designs, Farmer’s Daughter, 
which also represents who she is. 
She grew up a farmer’s daughter 
helping her father, the late Paul 
Brummel, run their family farm. 
Sharlyn and her husband Jeff now 
reside on the home farm in rural 
Shabbona. 

Last summer, Sharlyn painted 
her 8’ x 8’ barn quilt block and then 
with the help of neighbors it was 
installed in August in time for the 
county Barn Tour. The barn quilt 
was placed on the east side of their 
cattle shed, next to the century-old 
barn which was featured on the 
Barn Tour along with other barns. 

“I like it because I quilt,” 
said Sharlyn. “It’s the Farmer’s 
Daughter design and represents an 
old-fashioned art.” ►
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Jean Klock
Many barn quilts were painted by this farm woman.

The northern part of DeKalb County has the most barn quilts, thanks in part 
to Jean Klock. Jean deserves credit for the barn quilt momentum – she’s painted 
10 barn quilts for Kirkland and Kingston barns and buildings.

“I like seeing the finished products on the barns,” said Jean. She’s flattered 
that the barn quilt movement has caught on in the county. “We’re in a strong 
farming community and I hope the interest grows.”

What piqued Jean’s interest in barn quilts was seeing them in McHenry 
County, Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin. She 
said to herself, “Our barn 
needs a quilt.” So five 
years ago, she painted her 
first barn quilt block for 

(Above) The first barn 
quilt that Jean Klock made 
was for her family’s barn 
at Maple Hill Farm on Ault 
Road, southeast of Kirkland. 
The quilt design is a maple 
leaf.

Jean Klock (right) painted 
this pastel pinwheel quilt 
block for her mother-in-law 
Thelma (left). Thelma had 
seen Jean’s artwork and 
said, “If the barn has a quilt, 
the house should have one.”

Jean Klock has painted 10 barn quilts 
for barns and other buildings, about 
one-fourth of the total barn quilts in the 
county. She holds a sample of the barn 
quilt designs that she painted.

her family’s red barn on Ault Road, 
southeast of Kirkland. She chose the 
Maple leaf pattern for their Maple 
Hill farm. Then she painted another 
for her garden fence using the 
seasonal pattern.

Once the neighbors saw the 
attractive barn quilts, they wanted 
one too and before long Jean was 
painting several barn quilts. Her 
mother-in-law Thelma was among 
those who were interested. Thelma 
said, “If the barn has a quilt, the 
house should have one. I had the 
perfect spot (on the north side of her 
ranch style house).”

Jean used to make fabric quilts 
but she prefers to paint quilt squares 
and teach others how to master the 
art of barn quilts. She has taught 
classes and given talks throughout 
the community. Her goal is to inspire 
people to “make their own barn quilt 
and choose ones that have special 
meaning.” ►
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Averil Schreiber
There’s history behind her barn quilts.

The barn quilt blocks on Averil Schreiber’s barns, known as Temperance 
and North Star, are more than just pretty designs. They are part of her 
children’s ancestry and the farmstead’s history.

“I love the barn quilts because of their history and their connection to 
agriculture,” said Averil. 

The Temperance barn quilt positioned under the gable of her machine shed 
represents her children’s heritage that dates back to the mid-1800s. Their 
ancestors from Ripley, Ohio made Temperance quilts to raise funds for the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, an organization of women against 
alcohol. Averil’s son now has the family Temperance quilt while Averil has a 
photograph of it. She chose the Temperance quilt pattern for her barn quilt to 
pay tribute to her children’s family history.

Averil’s family came to Chicago from Oxford, England in 1948. Her father 
taught at the University of Chicago, where Averil earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. For years she worked with older adults and now is retired after being 
administrator of a local retirement home.

The North Star quilt pattern is mounted on her 1868 historic barn which 
was built by Joe Lanan’s family. She selected the North Star because it was 
part of the past. The North Star signaled that a building was a safe refuge 
for escaping slaves and on the path of the underground railroad in northern 
DeKalb County. The North Star was the guiding light to freedom for the 
slaves. The quilt block, mounted on the north side of Old Joe’s barn, honors 
this abolitionist heritage.

Averil commissioned Jean Klock to paint the two barn quilts in 2016. Averil 
had them mounted to the buildings in time for the county Barn Tour which 
featured Old Joe’s barn amongst others. 

Averil Schreiber holds a photograph 
of the Temperance quilt handmade 
by her children’s great-great-
grandmother. One of Averil’s barn 
quilts replicates the Temperance 
quilt square. 

(Above) The Temperance quilt 
square is mounted on the machine 
shed and the North Star design 
is on the old Lanan barn at 
Averil Schreiber’s rural Kingston 
farmstead. 

The rural Kingston woman 
is fond of her barn quilts. “I 
enjoy decorating the barns (with 
the quilts) as much as I enjoy 
decorating my gardens,” she 
said. ►



22        CONNECTIONS    January 2018

Diana & Jerry Carls
This couple picks Honeybee quilt block for their barn. 

When Diana and Jerry Carls moved to the country 10 years ago they wanted 
everything that rural life had to offer. It was so serene and it was country living 
at its best.

They gardened and canned foods. The Carls raised honeybees in hives 
among their prairie grasses. They had a big red barn for their chickens and for 
storing vintage tractors. And they lived in a remodeled farmhouse on their five 
acres in rural Kirkland. 

“It was a blessing for us to be here,” 
said Diana, about living in the country. 

Previously, Jerry had farmed in 
northern Illinois and was a mechanic. 
Diana was raised in a small rural town in 
northwestern Illinois.

The country couple became intrigued 
by quilt blocks which they had seen on 
barns so they decided to have one painted 

and mounted on their late 1800s barn. They chose the Honeybee pattern, which 
was quite fitting based on the multitude of bees on their property and also 
because Diana had made quilts with the Honeybee squares. The barn quilt was 
a replication of one of the squares using the same red and blue colors.

 “I like the warmth, the look, the colors of quilts,” said Diana. “It tells you 
how you feel and transcends to your property with the warmth in the barn 
quilt.”

(Above right) Diana and Jerry Carls 
show off their patchwork quilt with the 
Honeybee square that was replicated in 
their barn quilt. Diane made this fabric 
quilt and other quilts for her children.

(Above left) The Honeybee quilt pattern is 
prominently displayed on the south side 
of the barn. It is one of three barn quilts 
on Quarry Road, west of Kirkland.

“I like the warmth, the look, the 
colors of quilts. It tells you 
how you feel and transcends 
to your property with the 
warmth in the barn quilt.”

Diana Carls

Since they installed the barn 
quilt, many people have stopped by 
to admire it. Their barn quilt is one 
of three on Quarry Road, west of 
Kirkland. 

But as good as the country 
life was for the Carls, the real 
estate brokers recently sold their 
property and moved into the city of 
Sycamore. They left knowing the 
new owner would enjoy the rural 
setting as much as they did and of 
course their Honeybee barn quilt.►
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Kris Aves
A sunflower brightens their century-old barn.

When Kris Aves decided she wanted a barn quilt her design was an easy 
choice. She picked the Sunflower pattern based on her interest in flowers and 
gardening.

“I wanted something different and yellow is my favorite color,” said Kris. 
“Also, my daughter’s favorite flower is the sunflower.” 

Kris had admired her neighbors’ barn quilts so she asked one of them, Pam 
Metcalf, to paint her a yellow sunflower barn quilt. The 8’ x 8’ quilt square 
was installed three years ago on the Aves’ century-old barn on Irene Road, 
northwest of Kirkland. 

“Barn quilts are fun because people drive by and look at them,” said Kris. 
She explained that the barn quilts are symbolic of country pride and iconic 
forms of folk art which attract people to rural communities.

Kris welcomes the idea of tourists coming to the Kirkland community to 
appreciate barn quilts as part of a future quilt trail. “It would be awesome for 
people to see things (like barn quilts) that they don’t know about.” She has 
been active in her community helping to develop programs that entice people to 
small rural towns.

Her barn quilt also is an extension of her interest in making fabric quilts. 
She began sewing as a young farm girl for 4-H, then later made dresses for her 
daughter when she was little, and eventually Kris became interested in quilting. 

Kris divides her time between church youth group activities and involvement 
in community organizations. 

(Above right) Kris Aves made this Yellow 
Brick Road quilt for her daughter using 
some of her favorite colors. Kris is a 
quilter and became interested in barn 
quilts a few years ago.

(Above left) The Sunflower pattern was 
chosen by Kris Aves for the design of 
her barn quilt because of her love for 
flowers. A neighbor painted the 8’x 8’ 
barn quilt square which is mounted on 
the Aves’ century-old barn on Irene Road, 
northwest of Kirkland.

Yet she still loves her gardens and 
has helped develop other gardens 
in Kirkland. So her Sunflower barn 
quilt is a nice complement to her real 
flowers in nearby gardens.►

“Barn quilts are fun because people 
drive by and look at them.”

Kris Aves
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Lyn & Megan Exner
Their hobbies are quilting and painting.

With a quilter and a painter in the family you naturally have a perfect 
combination for having your very own barn quilt. Lyn Exner and her daughter 
Megan are quilters and also Megan is a painter.

Lyn has been making quilts for more than 15 years, ever since her children 
were young. She enjoys quilting for family and friends and taught Megan how 
to quilt. Megan earned superior ratings for her quilts at the state fair during her 
4-H days. 

“All the quilt patterns are so pretty and colorful that it’s hard to pick a 
favorite,” said Lyn. But if she must, the Yellow Brick Road design is one of 

her favorites. Megan likes the Layer 
Cake pattern.

Megan, a budding artist, likes to 
paint. She got the idea to make her 
first barn quilt as a fundraiser for the 
FFA. It was a Pinwheel barn quilt 
which her neighbor purchased. A 
few years later the same neighbor, 
Pam Metcalf, made a barn quilt for 
the Exners using the Lattice pattern. 

Lyn Exner and her daughter Megan 
appreciate the beauty of barn quilts as 
quilters. 

(Above right) Lyn Exner has made many 
quilts in her lifetime. She holds her 
Patchwork and Yellow Brick Road quilts, 
two of her favorites.

(Above left) The Exner red barn boasts 
a colorful Lattice quilt design highly 
visible as you travel north on Irene Road, 
outside of Kirkland.

The 8’x 8’ quilt block is quite the 
attraction on the Exner’s regal red 
barn, highly visible as you travel 
north on Irene Road, outside of 
Kirkland.

“What I like about the barn quilt is 
that the design pulls together all the 
colors of the farmstead,” said Megan. 
Their farmstead has a unique history 
with its own sawmill built in the 
late 1800s. The wood milled there 
was used to build the barn on their 
property.

The Exners have seen plenty 
of barn quilts in their travels but 
particularly like their very own on 
their farmstead. ■
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Owners Address Pattern
Marlin & Ann Anderson 3379 Twombly Rd., Malta  Stars & Stripes
Barry & Kris Aves 33855 Irene Rd., Kirkland Sunflower
Joe & Phyllis Barshinger 2435 Lee Rd., Shabbona Case IH
Jeff & Meredith Bend 10444 Crego Rd., Waterman Flying Geese
Joseph & Michelle Buntrock 30683 Lanan Rd., Kingston Flag
Gary & Jan Clausen 15825 Lindgren Rd., Sycamore Cabin Fever
Janice Clemens 14113 Suydam Rd., Somonauk   8-Point Star 
Wayne & Debra Davey 5919 Suydam Rd., Leland Patriotic
Mike & Lyn Exner 33255 Irene Rd., Kirkland Lattice
Golf Center  31535 Ault Rd., Kirkland 8-Point Star
  (Robert & Elizabeth Fleury)
Bill & Judy Gontika 34661 Wheeler Rd., Kirkland Patriotic Star
Zeb Harris (formerly Carls) 1269 Quarry Rd., Kirkland Honeybee
Doug & Cathy Hartmann 21105 Hartmann Rd, Maple Park  Star
Gerry & Nancy Hartmann 15756 Pleasant St., Maple Park Iowa Star
Ron & Nancy Heal 25456 Esmond Rd., Malta Flag
Dave & Carol Keneway 9122 Old State Rd., Sycamore Rolling Star
Scott & Karen Keneway 7514 State Rt. 72, Kingston Star within a Star
Mike & Bev Keef 28023 Glidden Rd., Clare Dog
Jean Klock 5335 Decker Rd., Kirkland Seasonal
Thelma Klock 3246 Quarry Rd., Kirkland Pinwheel Flowers
Carl & Joyce Kuhn 10665 Challand Rd., Shabbona Variable Star
John Lamesch 10945 Bastian Rd., Waterman Drunker Passage
Gene & Mary Jean Lane 2044 Quarry Rd., Kirkland Stars & Stripes
Jeff & Sharlyn Larson 11559 Shabbona Rd., Shabbona Farmer’s Daughter 
Thomas & Nancy Mangan 24765 Clare, Rd., Clare Star
Maple Hill Farm (Steve Yates) 30911 Ault Rd., Kirkland Maple Leaf
John & Carol McQuillan 26271 Malta Rd., Clare Corn & Beans
  (Basketcases)
Jamie Patterson  6327 State Rt. 72, Kirkland 8-Point Star
Denny & Debbie Rehn 1602 McNeal Rd., Kirkland Patriotic 
Rich Reynolds 1251 Old State Rd., Esmond Star
Averil Schreiber 29500 Glidden Rd., Kingston Temperance  
  & North Star
John & Sharon Schreier 34238 Wheeler Rd., Kirkland 8-Point Star
Ron & Judy Stark 22879 Malta Rd., Malta Harvest Star
Randy & Kay Thorsen 12495 Waterman Rd., Waterman Lone Star 2
Mark Tuttle  12725 Pine Rd., Somonauk 8-Point Star
Brian & Vicki Wascher 3573 Old State Rd., Kirkland Star
Bob & Norma Wildenradt 27297 Five Pts. Rd., Sycamore Harvest Star

Have a barn quilt that’s not on this list?  
Contact the DeKalb County Farm Bureau to update this list.

G. Lane

D. Rehn

M. Tuttle

B. Wascher

D. Keneway

J. Bend

D. Hartmann

B. Wildenradt

C. Kuhn

M. Anderson

J. Barshinger

G. Hartmann
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Step back in time to the Civil War 
era with the Lincolns.

Spend “An Evening with Mr. and 
Mrs. Lincoln” in a reenactment of 
this unsettling time in history at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
Monday, Feb. 5 at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater.

This one-act play will feature 
President Abraham Lincoln and 
Mary Todd Lincoln in the White 
House at the end of the Civil War, 
April 1865. The President and Mrs. 
Lincoln reflect on the events of the 
past four years.

See a reenactment of the Lincolns at 
the White House performed by Donna 
and Max Daniels on Feb. 5.

“An Evening with Mr. & Mrs. Lincoln”
PRIME TIMERS

So you have been told it is normal 
to have balance problems as you 
age, but is it? 

Learn more about balance at the 
March 5 Prime Timers program. 

Blythe Kitner, Au.D., clinical 
assistant professor of audiology 
at NIU, will discuss balance as it 
relates to the effect of cognitive 
changes, hearing changes and 
aging. She will also talk about 
her latest research pertaining to 
balance.

Prior to becoming an 
audiologist, Kitner worked 
in research in the areas of 
pharmacology and genetics. She 
went back to school to obtain 
her doctorate and has worked in 
a multitude of settings including 
hospitals, private practice and 
university. She is currently 
teaching two graduate vestibular 
classes while seeing patients for 

Dr. Blythe Kitner will discuss balance 
and offer screenings on March 5 
at Farm Bureau during the Prime 
Timers program.

Balance problems at your age?

Max and Donna Daniels of 
Wheaton have been portraying 
the Lincolns for many years and 
have an extensive background in 
community theater. They have 
performed at the Lincoln Home 
Visitor Center and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum 
in Springfield. They also are 
popular attractions at Civil War 
reenactments and schools.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
members are welcome to attend 
this entertaining play. Prior to the 
play is the monthly Prime Timers 
luncheon at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7 
payable in advance with registration 
by Jan. 30. ■

balance assessment and working on two 
research projects related to procedures 
for testing balance and looking at the 
aging system in balance.

Kitner will speak at 1 p.m. in the 
Farm Bureau Theater on March 5. 
After the program, she and graduate 
students will be available for balance 
screenings. The five-minute screenings 
will assess the three senses for balance 
– visual, vestibular and somatosensory, 
along with a questionnaire on dizziness. 
Interested persons should stay after the 
program for the screenings and wear 
comfortable shoes and clothing. 

Registration is suggested for the 
balance screenings. Call the Farm 
Bureau office, 815-756-6361, to register 
for the balance screening and to attend 
lunch at 12-noon. Lunch fee is $7. 
There is no charge for the screenings. 
Deadline to register is Feb. 27.

Prime Timers is open to Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years. ■
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TRIPS

Farm Bureau has tickets for the 
March 21 “Newsies” musical.

Newsies” is the rousing tale of Jack 
Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and 
leader of a ragged band of teenaged 
newsies who dreams only of a better 
life far from the hardship of the streets. 
High-energy with non-stop thrills, the 
stage version includes songs and a 
spectacular performance.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
tickets for the “Newsies” show and 
lunch at The Fireside in Fort Atkinson, 
Wisconsin on Wednesday, March 21. 

A limited number of theater seats have been reserved in the front three rows of 
the main floor of The Fireside Theater for Farm Bureau. 

The cost of The Fireside trip is $95 for Farm Bureau members, $105 for 
guests. Cost includes the Fireside lunch and show and round-trip motorcoach 
transportation. The motorcoach departs from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m. and returns 
by 6 p.m. 

There are still some openings for this day trip. Registration is being accepted at 
the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. Payment may be made by credit card. 

The trip is open to DeKalb County Farm Bureau members and guests. ■

“Newsies” at The Fireside

They are pianists, vocalists and 
comedians all wrapped up into 
two great performers – Robert and 
Andrew. And they’re back to perform 
their Dueling Piano show at Starved 
Rock Lodge.

Dueling pianos music & comedy at Starved Rock Lodge
Don’t miss this wildly entertaining 

music and comedy show. This 
interactive musical experience will 
have you singing, dancing and 
laughing so hard you’ll be doubled 
over. 

Farm Bureau has a limited number 
of reserved seats for the April 16 
show. But before the show you’ll 
enjoy a hot lunch buffet at the lodge.

Registration for Dueling Pianos 
opens Monday, Feb. 5 at 8 a.m. in the 
Farm Bureau office. Call the office 
to reserve tickets, 815-756-6361, or 
stop by the Prime Timers luncheon at 
11 a.m. to register, based on available 
tickets remaining. 

Cost is $62 and includes 
motorcoach transportation, lunch and 
the show at Starved Rock Lodge in 
Utica.

After the show, the motorcoach 
will make a brief stop at August Hill 
Winery. Persons are on their own for 
tastings and wine purchases. 

For more information contact the 
Farm Bureau office. ■

The Dueling Pianos show is highly entertaining at Starved Rock Lodge with Robert and 
Andrew. Farm Bureau has tickets for the April 16 show. After the show, there will be a 
brief stop at August Hill Winery.

2018 Farm Bureau Trips
May 20
Sunday Brunch on Spirit of  
Chicago & Navy Pier, Chicago, IL 

June 22-23
Noah’s Ark & The Creation Museum 
Williamstown & Petersburg, KY

July 20
Kane County Cougars Game 
Geneva, IL

July 31-Aug. 2
Lake Michigan Summer Harvest Tour 
Ludington, Kalamazoo, South Haven  
& Eau Claie, MI

Sept. 28
Amish Fall Foliage Tour, Arthur, IL

Oct. 9-11
Cranberry Fall Harvest Tour 
Warrens, Baraboo, Tomah, LaCrosse, WI

Nov. 14
“Beauty & The Beast” at Drury Lane, 
Oakbrook, IL

Dec. 5
“Holiday Inn” at Marriott Theater 
Lincolnshire, IL



28      CONNECTIONS    January 2018

Provided	by	COUNTRY	Financial®

Dan Howes, Chris Patterson,  
Craig Popp, Mike Shipley 
COUNTRY Financial Representatives

COUNTRY

Dan Howes, Craig Popp, Mike Shipley, Chris PattersonTake Precautions  
For Winter Driving

Preparing your vehicle for the winter season and taking proper  
precautions are the keys to safe winter driving. 

Prepare Your Vehicle For Winter Driving 
•  Winterize your vehicle. Check with a mechanic to make sure brakes, 

wipers, defroster and heater are working properly. 
•  Fill antifreeze and wiper fluids to the proper levels. 
•  Make sure tires are properly inflated and tread is in good condition. 
•  Equip car with proper materials in the event of an emergency (blankets, 

food, water, flashlight, ice scraper, cell phone and extra clothing). 
•  Keep your gas tank full. You may use more gas while traveling because it 

may be necessary to change routes or turn back during a bad storm. 

0116-083

www.countryfinancial.com
815-756-9536

Driving Tips 
•  Start early and allow plenty of time to 

reach your destination. 
•  Clear snow and ice from the hood, 

roof and all windows and lights 
before driving. Be sure to keep your 
headlights on in snowy conditions. 

•  Brake carefully and early. It takes 
more time to stop in adverse 
conditions. 

•  Look farther ahead in traffic than 
normal. Actions of other drivers’ 
vehicles will alert you to problems 
and give you the extra time to safely 
react. 

•  Stay with your vehicle if it stalls 
and try to conserve fuel while 
maintaining warmth. Be alert to any 
possible exhaust or carbon monoxide 
problems. 

To help with your insurance needs, 
contact Dan Howes, Chris Patterson, 
Craig Popp or Mike Shipley with 
COUNTRY Financial® at 815-756-
9536. ■

Investment management, retirement, trust 
and planning services provided by COUNTRY 
Trust Bank,® a part of COUNTRY® Financial, 
Bloomington, Ill. Products of COUNTRY Trust Bank 
are not FDIC insured, not guaranteed and may lose 
value.

Reliable transportation is essential in the winter. It is especially 
important to keep your vehicle in top operating condition to avoid 
any unpleasant or dangerous situations while traveling in frigid 
weather. 

http://www.countryfinancial.com/
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For more information or to obtain your membership 
number or for help on initial sign-up assistance, call 

the DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 815-756-6361.

ABENITY
Farm Bureau’s Benefit Platform!
DeKalb County Farm Bureau members can now enjoy exclusive access 
to thousands of discounts on everything from hotel rooms, rental cars, 
77 waterparks and theme parks (even Disney World), 32 zoos and 
aquariums, sporting events, concerts, new Ford vehicles to prescriptions. 
Whether you’re at home or traveling across the United States, you can 
find offers near you. 

Over 302,000 discounts in these 14 categories are available to you  
as a Farm Bureau member:

 • Attractions & Tours • Gifts & Flowers
 • Automotive • Health & Wellness
 • Cellular Phones • IL Farm Bureau Exclusives
 • Concerts & Events • Movie Tickets
 • Electronics • Restaurants
 • Everyday Living • Travel
 • Fashion & Beauty • Unique Experiences

One Stop Savings
• Just log into https://ilfb.abenity.com, 
register and create your own username and 
password. You will also need to enter your 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau number. 

• You can also download the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Member Benefits app for iPhones/
iPads by searching in the app store. For 
Android devices you can download the 
Abenity app through the Google Play store. 

https://ilfb.abenity.com/
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AG LITERACY

“Farmer” was the most common response to Eric 
Lawler asking 5th graders what careers are related to 
agriculture. Eric, a farm manager with Babson Farms, 
visited students at Southeast Elementary in Sycamore 
to present “Exploring STEM Careers in Agriculture” as 
part of Ag in the Classroom (AITC). 

During the classroom presentations, students 
explored a variety of farm and non-farm careers such 
as agriculture journalist, dairy farmer, graphic designer, 

Emily Montano plays STEM Career Bingo during Ag in the 
Classroom.

Eric Lawler discusses ag careers with fifth graders at Southeast 
Elementary. 

Endless Careers  
in Agriculture
5th Graders explore ag jobs.

food scientist and veterinarian. Each fifth grader was 
given a career card with a photo and description of 
a different job within STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). Students shared their card and 
a description of the job then stated whether or not they 
would enjoy that career.

Fifth graders practiced their newfound career 
knowledge by playing STEM Career Bingo and left 
knowing that they don’t have to be a farmer to enjoy a 
career in agriculture.

The AITC presentations were delivered in a dozen 
classrooms throughout the county by volunteers that 
represented a variety of careers including agribusiness, 
banking and finance, public policy, farm management, 
production management, and insurance.

This year’s volunteer presenters included Seth 
Arnold, Landon Faivre, Eric Lawler, Kevin McArtor, 
Bob Pritchard, and Beth White. ■
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Do you wish people had a better 
understanding of what happens on 
a modern farm and how farming 
connects to their lives? Do you have 
a farm background, currently farm, 
or work in agriculture? You can help!

Ag in the Classroom training 
will take place at Farm Bureau on 
Thursday, Jan. 25 at 6:30 p.m. During 
this workshop, the four lessons 
listed below will be explained. New 
and past volunteers are invited to 
participate.

Training  
and Tips
Ag in the Classroom  
“crash course” offered  
for volunteers.

Be like Larry—be a volunteer! Larry Griebenow teaches 4th 
graders during a 2017 Mapping Illinois Agriculture presentation.

We offer training! Ag in the Classroom training helps volunteers feel comfortable 
teaching kids about ag. The Jan. 25 volunteer workshop will cover the lessons in detail.

These Ag in the Classroom presentations will take place in schools 
throughout February:

1st grade – More Than a Seed: Students learn everyday uses of corn and 
soybeans and plant their own seeds for growth and observation.

2nd grade – From Cow to Ice Cream: Students 
learn about dairy farming, discuss the importance of 
dairy products in a healthy diet, and make their own 
ice cream.

3rd grade – It’s an Earful: Students dissect and 
examine corn kernels, construct model corn plants, 
and investigate the types, uses, and importance of 
corn.

4th grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture: 
Students discover ways Illinois agriculture connects 
to their own lives and use maps to locate ag-related 
sites across the state.

If you are interested in volunteering and/
or attending the training session, please contact 
Rhodora at rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
or 815-756-6361. An RSVP for the training is 
recommended, but not required.

150 teachers requested Ag in Classroom 
presentations in 2017, reaching nearly 3,500 
students. Help us make it happen again! ■

AG LITERACY

mailto:rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

A Midwestern love letter
It was December, and we were 

in Florida. I mused in the cheerful 
sunshine while my daughter and 
husband giggled and dug their hands 
into the warm sand nearby. My 
brother-in-law said, “Why don’t you 
move here?” 

He seemed startled when I said 
that while I thoroughly enjoy visiting 
Florida, I prefer living in Illinois. He 
mentioned boring cornfields. I told 
him I actually like cornfields. Then 
we talked about something else.

But I’ve been thinking about what 
I’d say if I had more time to explain. 
I love Illinois for much more than 
just the cornfields.

I love snow. As I write, snow is 
softly falling outside the window, 
dusting each tree branch with a 
delicate coating of white. I love 
how newly fallen—and falling—
snow absorbs noise and quiets the 
landscape. I love how fresh the 
snowy winter air feels when I inhale. 
I love how my spirits soar with the 
brightness of sunshine on snowy 
fields.

drifts across the fields. I love how 
the intense yellow leaves of maple 
trees can make it seem sunny during 
a walk in the woods on a cloudy fall 
day.

While many speak derisively of 
the seemingly-endless cornfields of 
our state, I don’t find them boring. To 
me, they are peaceful. They prompt 
me to look for nuance: a line of trees, 
a grassy waterway, an interesting old 
barn. They give me time to think as I 
drive. I love the landscape of Illinois.

I’m not saying I love everything 
about living here. I struggle with 
extreme cold, with gloomy late fall 
and winter days, and with ultra-
humid weather that makes it feel 
difficult to breathe without gills. But 
overall, I love it here.

Besides, living in the Midwest 
makes beaches in Florida, canyons in 
Arizona, and mountains in Colorado 
even more exhilarating when it’s 
time to do some traveling. ■

While many speak derisively of 
the seemingly-endless cornfields 
of our state, I don’t find them 
boring. To me, they are peaceful. 

I love early spring. I love how 
suddenly, on a day in March, gray 
skies will give way to brilliant 
sunlight. A red-winged blackbird will 
trill from high in a tree, and if I could 
take the time to watch long enough, 
I know I could actually see the 
buds swelling on my redbud trees. 
Daylight will linger longer, and I can 
faintly detect the aromas of damp 
soil and recently-awakened skunks.

I love late spring. In May it will 
be warm enough to sleep with open 
windows, which means I’ll hear 
killdeer and tractors as I fall asleep. 
The raucous racket of birdsong will 
awaken me in the morning. I love 
open windows, owl calls, and the 
smell of freshly-mowed grass. I love 
how quickly the trees change from 
the soft green of just budding to the 
deep green of leafing out.

I love cornfields in summer. I love 
watching the fields for the first signs 
of tassels. I love walking a quiet road 
along a cornfield, enveloped in the 
warm, humid air and inhaling the 
heady, buttery scent of corn pollen. 
I love the way the corn stalks rustle 
quietly as the breeze rises and falls.

I love how the blue of the sky 
deepens in September and October. 
I love the way just-harvested fields 
glow as the sun drops in the west, 
and how dust from harvest makes 
for glorious sunsets. I love how 
the sound of combines and tractors 
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Lamb Buffet 
in February

The DeKalb County 
Lamb & Wool Producers 
will hold their annual 
Lamb Buffet on Saturday, 
Feb. 3 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau. The 
buffet is open to the public 
and begins at 5:30 p.m. 
with a catered lamb meal 
by 5 B’s Catering. 

Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $8 for youth (5-12 
years). Children four and 
under are free. Tickets may 
be purchased at the Farm 
Bureau office by Jan. 29.

Following the buffet, the 
Lamb & Wool Producers 
will conduct their annual 
meeting for members. 
The business meeting 
will include the election 
of directors, organization 
reports and recognition and 
award presentations.

Lamb & Wool Producer 
members are urged to mail 
in their reservation form 
along with $30 family 
dues and buffet meal 
reservations by the Jan. 29 
deadline. ■

Over the holiday season, Pipestone 
System (formerly Bethany Swine 
Services) teamed up with Sycamore 
Hy-Vee to donate 5,300 lbs. of pork 
loin to the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank. For every ham purchased at 
Hy-Vee between Nov. 14 and 25, 
Pipestone donated a pound of pork 
loin in return.

Sena Milsaps, with Northern 
Illinois Food Bank, calculated that 
the meat would provide more than 

Give a Helping Ham
Hy-Vee and Pipestone donate over 5,000 lbs. of pork.

Pipestone and Hy-Vee teamed up to donate over 5,000 lbs of pork loin to the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank. Representatives include (from left) Sena Milsaps, Northern Illinois 
Food Bank; Dr. Brian Payne, Pipestone System; James Reiff, Hy-Vee; and Stan Gordon, 
Northern Illinois Food Bank.

COMMUNITY

4,400 meals. “We are so grateful  
for this opportunity within DeKalb 
County. Meat is an important and 
precious commodity for us” said 
Milsaps.

This was the third year that Pipestone 
had organized Give a Helping Ham. 
Fifteen grocery stores participated 
throughout the Midwest, each donating 
to their local food pantries. Overall, 
82,500 lbs. of pork were donated to 
hungry families over the holidays. ■

Young Leaders is a county Farm 
Bureau program for individuals 
18-35 years of age who are interested 
in agriculture and looking to meet 
other young professionals. 

Upcoming Young Leaders events 
include:
Euchre Tournament - Fri., Feb. 2, 
6:30 p.m. – Kane Co. Farm Bureau

Upcoming Young Leaders Events
The DeKalb County Young Leaders 

will join the Kane County Young 
Leaders for their annual Euchre 
tournament. The cost is $5 and will 
include pizza and tournament entry. 
Cider House Tour - Thurs., March 15, 
7 p.m. – Jonamac Orchard

Warm up with apple wine and hard 
cider as you learn the ins and outs of 

cider production from fellow Young 
Leader, Jenna Spychal. Stay for an 
opportunity to socialize and discuss 
future events. 

Join the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Young Leaders Facebook 
page at http://bit.ly/2nsfxfm or email 
aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org to 
RSVP and for more information. ■

http://bit.ly/2nsfxfm
mailto:aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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knowledge to help with the decisions 
necessary to administer FSA 
programs in their counties, ensuring 
the needs of local producers are met. 
FSA County Committees operate 
within official federal regulations and 
provide local input on:

• Income safety-net loans and 
payments, including setting county 
average yields for commodities

• Conservation programs
• Incentive, indemnity and disaster 

payments for some commodities
• Emergency programs
• Payment eligibility
• Recommending needed changes 

in farm programs
• Informing farmers of the purpose 

and provisions of the FSA programs.
Every eligible agricultural 

producer should participate in 
FSA County Committee elections.  
Whether you are a beginning or 
established producer or you have a 
large or small operation, FSA County 
Committees are your link with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.  

County Executive Director Janeen 
Vogeler encourages all eligible 
producers to vote or hold office as a 
County Committee member. ■

Center for  
Agriculture News

Serving on the FSA County Committee
Since its founding, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

has incorporated a unique component to its operations. 
This exclusive way of business is the County Committee 
system. 

FSA County Committees are comprised of local farm operators who provide 
their expertise in field knowledge to decisions made at the county level. 

Their input is key to 
providing impartial and 
accurate federal program 
administration. From 
recognizing the likelihood 
of a local crop disaster 
to upholding federal 
regulations, the County 
Committee is vital.  

Marlin Anderson of 
Malta has upheld the 
integrity of this County 
Committee system for 
DeKalb County over 
the last nine years. The 
opportunity to serve on the 
County Committee allows 
farmers like Marlin to 
provide grassroots input on 
the local administration of 
federal farm programs.

Farmers and ranchers 
who are elected to serve on 
FSA County Committees 
apply their judgment and 

Marlin Anderson, (right) Malta farmer, has served on 
the FSA County Committee for the past nine years 
and has provided grassroots input of federal farm 
programs. He recently was recognized by Janeen 
Vogeler (left), County Executive Director.
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Register soon for Gardener’s Pathway 
Mark your calendars for Feb. 24 for the 2018 Gardener’s Pathway: 

Workshops for Planning, Planting and Enjoying!
University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners presents a 

one-day symposium of workshops for gardeners including:
• NEW format, NEW fee!
• 3 Keynote Presentations (Nina Koziol, Writer for the Chicago Tribune and 

the Chicagoland Gardening Magazine; Richard Eyre, Conifer Collector 
turned Nurseryman; and, Richard Hawke, Instructor at the School of the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens)

• Choice of new workshop topics
• Exhibit hall with unique gardening  

items for purchase
• Master Gardener Q&A desk
• Refreshments
• Door prizes

Attend the 2018 Gardeners Pathway symposium of workshops for gardeners 
of all levels presented by University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County 
Master Gardeners at Kishwaukee College Conference Center in Malta.

The workshop fee is $50 and will include morning refreshments and lunch, 
welcome bag and select handouts. 

Registration is required. Please select your choices online or mail in your 
registration form. Advanced registration is required by Feb.16. Sessions will 
be filled in the order registrations are received. Workshops have limited seating 
space, so be prepared with your first and second choice of workshops for each 
session.

If registering online, you may pay by credit card only. Payment is due at 
the time of registration. You will receive a confirmation email as well. Online 
registration is accepted at: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo. 

If registering by mail, you may pay by check or money order only. Make 
checks payable to University of Illinois Extension and send registration and 
payment to U of I Extension, 1350 W. Prairie Dr, Sycamore, IL 60178. ■

Certified Livestock  
Manager training

Livestock managers who need to 
renew their certification can attend 
a training workshop on Feb. 13 at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building. The U of I Extension 
Certified Livestock Management 
training begins at 9 a.m.

Livestock producers should be 
certified under the Illinois Livestock 
Managers Facility Act every 3 
years. You can become certified 
by attending one of the training 
programs or by taking the online 
training modules. If you have more 
than 1,000 animal units you will need 
to take an exam administered by the 
Department of Agriculture.

The Feb. 13 workshop will 
cover a range of topics related to 
management and utilization of 
livestock waste and waste facilities. 
Additionally, the latest regulations, 
best management practices and 
research for manure related issues 
will be discussed.

To register go online: http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/lfmm/clmt/, 
or call 217 244-9687, or contact the 
University of Illinois Extension, 
DeKalb County, 815-758-8194. ■

Crop Management Conference at Kishwaukee College
Registration is open for the 2018 Crop Management Conference  

scheduled for Feb. 21 at Kishwaukee College in Malta. 
New specialists from the University of Illinois will be introduced and 

adjoining state specialists will be in attendance. Also, dicamba training will be 
offered at the conclusion of the conference.

Certified Crop Advisers can earn up to 8 hours of continuing education credit. 
Advance registration is required by Feb. 14. Registration fee is $100 per person. 
Late and on-site registration is $120. 

2018 topics include:
• Insect Management in Corn and Soybeans
• New Things Floating Around in the World of Weed Management
• Crop Economics in a Continuing and New Normal Price Environment 
• Chippin’ Away at Nitrate Loss with Woodchip Bioreactors
• Introductions and Updates in Field Crop Diseases 
• Identification and Management of the Yield Gap in Soybean  
• Explaining the 2017 Growing Season
In early October 2017, the EPA approved revised labels for Xtendimax, 

FeXapan, and Engenia. In addition 
to being classified as restricted use 
pesticides, the labels now require 
applicators to attend an annual 
dicamba or group 4 herbicide-
specific training prior to using the 
products. At 4 p.m. a 60-minute 
“Dicamba Training for Illinois” 
provided by industry educators will 
be available. This training will meet 
the new educational requirements.

For more information visit: 
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/
csrec/2013conference/ or contact 
the University of Illinois Extension, 
DeKalb County, 815-758-8194. ■

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/bdo
http://extension.illinois.edu/lfmm/clmt/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/
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Beltone – 20% off 
on Hearing Services

Whether you are sharing stories 
with the grandkids or listening 
to your favorite ball game, you 
don’t want hearing loss to slow 
you down. With your Farm Bureau 
membership you receive a 20% 
discount on hearing services 
from Beltone. Simply show your 
membership card to start saving.
• Free hearing screening
• Available to immediate family 

members
• Find a location near you by 

calling 1-800-BELTONE.

with your Farm Bureau Membership
LASIK – Up to 45% off with QualSight

As an Illinois Farm Bureau member, you now have access to savings on the 
nation’s most popular and successful elective procedure – LASIK eye surgery! 
Farm Bureau has partnered with QualSight to bring members a savings up to 
45% off the national average price for traditional LASIK.

For more information, call 1-866-977-3012 or visit www.QualSight.com/-ILFB.

Peace of Mind Alert – Protect your loved ones with a push of a button
Farm Bureau members receive one free month of monitoring. Peace of Mind 

works with all phone lines: standard, DSL, internet/cable and VOIP. It provides 
waterproof button functions, is monitored 24/7, 365 days a year. There is no 
contract required and no initial fee. Call 1-855-872-8404 for  
more information. ■

Call the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361, to learn more 
about your membership benefits or visit www.ilfb.org/member.

Ford bonus cash 
program offered

Farm Bureau members planning 
to buy or lease a new Ford vehicle 
may receive a $500 cash bonus 
through Jan. 2, 2019.

The offer will not be available 
on the Mustang Shelby GT350 or 
GT350R, Ford GT, Focus RS or 
F-150 Raptor. The offer cannot 
be used in conjunction with most 
other Ford private incentives or 
AXZD Plans.

To receive the offer, you must 
be an Illinois Farm Bureau 
member for 30 consecutive days 
prior to the purchase or lease. 
Members will be limited to one, 

$500 Bonus Cash offer per vehicle. Each member will be limited to five, new 
eligible vehicle purchases or leases during the program period.

IFB members are also eligible to enter the Built Ford Tough F-150 
Sweepstakes. No purchase is necessary, and members must be 21 years or 
older with a valid driver’s license. ■

http://www.qualsight.com/-ILFB
http://www.ilfb.org/member.


Make
FAST STOP 
your first
stop.

Whether you are looking to fill your tank or 
your coffee cup, look to your locally owned 
and operated FAST STOP.® With nearly 300 
convenient locations across the Midwest, 
chances are, we’re right on the way.
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TMFS – 

DeKalb - 880 Peace Rd
Waterman - 9391 State Rte 23

Rochelle - 130-2nd Ave

www.conservfs.com

http://www.conservfs.com/
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