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Talking Trade, Again
I may sound like a broken record, but tariff  and trade 

talks impact all of us and we need to let our congressmen 
know that.

First of all, Farm Bureau opposes any U.S. policy that 
restricts agricultural exports. And the administration’s 
trade policy represents an open invitation for some 
of our biggest trading partners – including China and 
Canada – to retaliate. 

Keep in mind, the timing is never good for a trade fi ght 
in agriculture, and here’s why: Farmers have endured 
four years in a row of declining net farm income and the 
USDA projects that farm income in 2018 could be the 
lowest in 12 years.

Exports represent our biggest demand driver right now 
and defending our markets tops the list of our members’ 
concerns. Currently, agriculture has a positive trade 
balance of $21 billion. It is a bright spot on our nation’s 
overall balance of trade. 

Expanded trade is essential for farmers, given the 
following: U.S. agricultural productivity is increasing 

On the cover:
Carri Flewellyn of Lee 
with her horse Bullet

twice as fast as domestic demand; 95 percent of the 
world’s population lives outside of the U.S.; and the fastest 
population and economic growth is happening abroad. 

In addition to our agricultural exports, this is also about 
American jobs. Any time American agriculture takes a hit, 
all the jobs that rely on – or stem from – the ag sector also 
take a hit. Equipment dealers. Fertilizer companies. Farm 
cooperatives. Agribusinesses. Local tax bases that support  
schools and roads in our rural communities will be aff ected. 

It’s time we all understand the impact of tariff s and trade 
barriers and take a stand. ■
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Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President
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Calendar
AUGUST
Aug. 3-5
DeKalb County 4-H Fair
Livestock Shows
Sandwich Fairgrounds

Aug. 6
Little Treble Makers Choir 
“Decades of Disney”
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by July 31

Aug. 20-24
Water Well Screening
for rural members
Pick up water testing kits Aug. 20-24
Return water kits on Aug. 27
$85

Aug. 25
Frankie Valli Tribute
Belfry Theatre, Delavan, WI
Dinner at Lake Lawn Resort
$100 members, $110 guests

SEPTEMBER
Sept. 3
Labor Day Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

Sept. 5-9
DeKalb County Sandwich Fair
Sandwich Fairgrounds

Sept. 10
Mamie Eisenhower
Portrayed by Elizabeth Carlson
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Sept. 4

Sept. 29
Fall Amish Trip
Arthur, IL
$75 members, $85 guests

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture unless
otherwise noted. For most meeting reservations contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Farm Critters
Growing up, we had just about every kind of 

farm animal around at some point on our farmstead. 
Dairy, pigs, sheep, ponies, chickens, ducks, rabbits, 
dogs, kittens. When we sold the dairy herd we raised 
beef cattle while continuing to raise some of the 
other critters, too.

I think my parents thought we needed as many, if 
not more, diff erent kinds of farm animals as they had 
kids (6) to keep us busy. And they did. On a daily 
basis, we divided up animal chores making sure all 

large and small creatures were well fed and cared for. 
Some days were tough for our active family involved in school, church and 

community activities. But we made it work. We naturally teamed up to get it all done. 
Our animals counted on us – even on bitterly cold days or times as a teenager when I 
would rather be hanging out with friends. 

As a young farm girl I learned a lot about animals. I claimed some of them as my 
4-H and FFA projects. As much as I despised doing record books on these projects it 
made me understand why we raised farm animals. We were in the livestock business 
– we needed these animals as much as they needed us. They were one of our sources 
of farm income. The other was our grain crops, of which some of the grain was fed to 
our animals. 

But farm economics aside, I think the greater aspect of raising animals was the life 
lessons learned. Responsibility. Patience. Compassion. Accountability. Teamwork. A 
Good Work Ethic. A Sense of Pride and Accomplishment. 

Those critters were my farm friends. I became rather attached to them, especially 
the ones I showed at county fairs. So when I see young kids at the fair snuggling up to 
their animals I smile and remember. ■

Find the soybean and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the soybean 

(resembling the one above) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by July 31 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding, please include the 
page number and exact description of 
the location of the soybean on that page. 
You will also need to provide your name 
and address.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the contest 
was Margaret Phillips of Sycamore. The 
corn kernel was hidden on page 18 in the 
poster of the DeKalb Ag photo of June 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s website:
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 twitter.com/DCFBureau
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By the
 NUMBERS

Horse Sense

Horse facts:
• A horse can sleep either standing 

or lying down.

• There are 150,367 horses in 
Illinois, making it the 18th largest 
state in horse population.

• When a horse gallops, all four 
hooves are off the ground at one 
point.

• In Illinois, 645,000 acres of 
land are used for horse-related 
purposes.

• A horse has huge teeth and an 
excellent memory.

• A horse drinks about 25 gallons 
of water each day.

• Horses are measured in hands. A 
hand is equivalent to four inches. 

Sources: 
American Horse Council Foundation 

www.horsemenscouncil.org 
www.thefactsite.com/2016/06/horse-facts.html 

Horses are beautiful animals. 
Most people enjoy horses for 
pleasure and for riding them. 

Years ago, horses were work horses on farms. They were replaced by the 
horsepower of tractors. Today, only 24% of horses are used for farm work 
in the U.S. 
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Harvesting Wheat & Baling Straw
It’s that time of year when farmers 

are harvesting wheat and baling 
wheat straw. Farmers harvest about 
4,000 acres of winter wheat in 
DeKalb County.

Locally, wheat is harvested in 
early to mid-July, depending on the 
weather and how quickly the crop 
matures. 

This year’s wheat crop endured 
the second-coldest April followed by 
the warmest May and above average 
rainfall in June. 

Wes Anderson, Waterman farmer, 
expects an average wheat crop this 
year, anticipating yields around 80 
bushels per acre. “The crop is shorter 
than normal and the heads are not as 
big as usual. But it is standing good,” 
said Wes.

The Andersons raise 200 acres 
of winter wheat in fi elds located in 
Waterman and Shabbona. They plant 
wheat in the fall after the soybean 
crop has been harvested. 

“We grow wheat as a cover crop 
and rotational crop (with corn and 

Winter wheat was still green in some fi elds in DeKalb County last month. Livestock 
farmers chopped the wheat, called wheatlage, and fed it to beef cattle.

soybeans),” explained Wes. Once the 
wheat has been harvested we use the 
land for applications of hog manure.” 

They sell both the wheat and straw 
right out of the fi eld.

Dale Sanderson, Sycamore farmer, 
indicated his winter wheat also is 
shorter this year based on a cold April. 
“We have a good stand, but have had 
too much rain in June,” said Dale. 
“We’re hoping for average yields, but 
we’re likely going to be docked at the 
elevator on our test weights.”

The Sandersons will harvest their 
200 acres of wheat in mid-July and sell 
it at the local elevator. They leave the 
tall wheat stubble with its red clover 
mix and then bale it in the fall. The red 
clover and wheat mix bales are fed to 
their cow-calf herd. 

Why is it called winter wheat?
Soft red winter wheat is grown 

locally and throughout Illinois. Once 
farmers have harvested their corn or 
soybean crops in the fall they plant 
winter wheat, usually in October. 
Wheat is seeded, or planted with a 
grain drill. ►

Wheat is harvested in early to mid-July in DeKalb County. Farmers use a combine to 
harvest their wheat. The same combine harvests corn and soybeans. Farmers change 
the head of the combine for the different crops.

Wheat is the county’s third largest crop
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After the initial fall growth, wheat 
is dormant throughout the winter. In 
a normal year, growth resumes in late 
winter and early spring. 

Wheat begins to head about mid-May. 
Contingent on the year and weather, 
harvest occurs between early to mid-July 
in DeKalb County wheat fi elds.

Why do corn & soybean 
farmers grow winter wheat?

Farmers grow wheat for various 
reasons. It spreads out the risk having 
diff erent crops. Labor and machinery 
needs are spread out. It provides income 
in July to pay spring bills. 

Diversifying the crop rotation, 
between wheat, corn and soybeans, 
reduces pest problems.

Wheat serves as ground cover over 
the winter and lessens chances of soil 
erosion. 

Winter wheat also provides straw as 
a by-product used for livestock. Some 
livestock eat the straw as roughage in 
their diets. Straw is also used as 
bedding for livestock.

Livestock farmers choose to 
grow wheat so once the wheat has 
been harvested they have available 
land to apply manure.

Farmers grow wheat as a cover crop to conserve the soil and also as a grain crop as 
part of their rotation with corn and soybeans which reduces pest problems.

Wheat is baled into straw and used by livestock for roughage and bedding. It also is 
processed and used in foods such as cereals, cakes, cookies, crackers, fl our and 
wheat germ. 

What is winter wheat used for?
Winter wheat, when harvested, is 

used in its entirety. The wheat head is 
used primarily for foods. The rest of 
the wheat plant is used for straw by 
livestock.

DeKalb County wheat is processed 
and used in an assortment of foods. 
Winter wheat grown locally does not 
have the level of protein and gluten 
required for yeast breads. Some of 
the food uses are: fl at breads, cereals, 
cakes, cookies, pretzels, pastries, 
pancakes, crackers, part of all-
purpose fl our, and wheat germ. Other 
uses include pet foods and glues. 

USDA estimates Illinois farmers 
will harvest 510,000 acres of wheat 
this year, up nine percent from last 
year. Statewide, yields are estimated 
to average 75 bushels per acre, which 
would be the second highest yield on 
record. ■
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Deanne Frieders

the

Weeds Are Kind of a Big Deal
Farmers have a thing about weeds. They despise them, and rightfully so.
Now, for those of you not familiar with the wonderful world of weeds, 

let’s lay it out in layman’s terms.  
There are dandelions and weeds that pop up in your yard, or maybe your 

garden. They’re annoying, but generally manageable.
And then there are fi eld weeds. These can quickly grow to over fi ve feet 

tall and they practically need their own zip code! Pulling these weeds by 
hand will make you break a serious sweat and you better have some tools in 
your arsenal.

There are weeds that look 
like fl owers. These can be 
tricky. 

There are fl owers that kind 
of look like weeds to the 
untrained eye. Don’t pull those 
or you may upset someone in 
your life. Trust me, I know.

When I was a kid, or as our 
kids like to call it, the “olden 
days”, crop protectants didn’t 

exist. Weed control was done in great part by hand. 
The task of “walking beans” was exactly that. Walking row-by-

row and acre-by-acre, pulling weeds by hand from soybean fi elds. It 
was backbreaking, exhausting work, usually in hot and humid weather 
conditions. 

When it comes to weed control today, you could say we have it easier than 
the previous generation. 

Why do weeds matter so much? Well, weeds can choke out the crops 
our farmers have planted, wrapping their roots deep underground, stealing 
nutrients and moisture from the crops nearby. 

Yes, weeds are kind of a big deal for farmers. 
A few weeks ago, as we walked out of church, my husband suddenly 

veered to the left and walked directly into the landscape surrounding the 
structure. And then, in his nice church clothes, he began plucking out dozens 
of pretty, fl owery looking green plants growing in the mulch.

People passing by did a double take. I weakly smiled and said, “Those 
aren’t fl owers, they’re weeds. He doesn’t like weeds.” 

Then, like any good wife would do, I loudly whispered, are you sure those 
are weeds? You’re not pulling fl owers are you?”

He paused and gave me the look – you know, THE look. He continued to 
pull the weeds until each and every one of them vanished from the plot.

The priest watched from a distance looking amused. He didn’t bat an 

eye as his parishioners walked away 
carrying an armful of weeds from the 
church.

Clearly, weeds – well, they’ve got 
to go.

So when my husband called me one 
morning and asked me to pull some 
weeds from a nearby fi eld, I took it 
as a compliment. With my trusty hoe, 
I set off  on my task to free the corn 
from thistle roots that were just as tall 
as me. After some serious sweat and 
bonus steps on my Fitbit, my mission 
was accomplished.

When I arrived back at home, our 
four-year-old, Eleanor, asked where I 
had been. I told her I had been pulling 
weeds. She said, “I like pulling weeds, 
because they just grow back and you 
can pull them again.” Well, I suppose 
that’s one way to look at it!

Until we meet again, weeds. ■

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

Why do weeds matter so much? 
Well, weeds can choke out the 
crops our farmers have planted, 
wrapping their roots deep 
underground, stealing nutrients and 
moisture from the crops nearby. 
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How are round balers used?
As the name suggests, round balers are used to make large, round bales of hay or straw. Hay 
is a kind of livestock feed made up of dried, compressed forage plants like alfalfa, clover, or 
timothy. Straw is the stems of small grain crops like wheat or oats. It is used for bedding or 
as a component of cattle feed.

Why round bales?
Small “square” (actually rectangular) bales are handy for farms with horses or smaller 
numbers of livestock. Large square bales are often utilized on farms with more livestock. 
They can be stored tightly because of their shape, but cannot be left outdoors. 

Large round bales are effi cient for larger livestock farms. The hay or straw is packed much 
more tightly than small square bales, and the round shape means they shed rain while in the 
fi eld or if stored outdoors. 

What is THAT? ROUND BALER
You probably recognize the star implements of Midwest crop production: planters and combines. 
But what’s that boxy-looking thing that shows up behind tractors in mid-summer? If you get a 
chance to see it in action, it becomes obvious soon enough: it’s a round baler.

How do they work?
A round baler is pulled behind a 
tractor through a fi eld of hay or 
straw that has been cut and raked 
into windrows. As the baler moves, 
a pickup mechanism on the front of 
the machine pulls the hay or straw 
into the machine. 

Inside the baler, a series of rollers 
and belts tightly roll the plant 
material. The bale gets larger and 
larger as more hay or straw enters 
the machine. When the bale reaches 
the desired size (5’ x 6’ avg.), a 
mechanism triggers a process 
which wraps the bale in twine or 
mesh netting.

Once the bale is wrapped, the baler 
opens up, and the fi nished bale rolls 
out the back of the machine. 

A baler is powered by a power 
take-off (PTO) shaft from the tractor 
which pulls it. Newer balers have 
a monitor which is mounted in the 
tractor cab. This allows the farmer 
to monitor moisture content, bale 
weight, and more. ■
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Delphinium Red Daylily Annual Hanging Basket

Photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

May Night Salvia
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Barb Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Annual plants should be fi lled out 
and looking beautiful in July. Annuals 
in the ground will benefi t from some 
summer attention. Deadheading 
and fertilizing will encourage new 
growth. Always wet the soil before 
fertilizing. Annual plants in hanging 
baskets and containers may require 
daily watering in hot or windy 
conditions. 

Let’s take a look at what is going 
on with our perennials in July.

The queen of the July perennials 
has to be the daylily. With over 
20,000 registered varieties, there 
should be something for everyone 
to like. They have been waiting 
patiently all spring and early summer. 
Now it is their time to shine. Here 
are a few tips to help your daylilies 
thrive and keep them at their peak 
performance. Daylilies need a sunny 
location, frequent watering and an 
application of 5-10-5 fertilizer before 
bloom. Pinch off  fl owers as they 
fade and remove entire stalk as soon 
as fl owering is fi nished to conserve 
energy.

If you have already been pinching 
back mums, asters and sedums for 

fall color, stop pinching them back late 
this month so that they will have time 
to develop for the fall.

Delphinium, salvia, catmint and 
decorative geraniums may be cut 
back to their base following the fi rst 
fl owering. This will promote a second, 
late summer bloom period.

In your shade garden, hostas should 
be sporting their showy fl ower stalks.

Roses should be fertilized with a 
20-20-20 liquid fertilizer for a fi nal 
time late in July. Do not fertilize roses 
after August fi rst. Monitor roses for 
blackspot and remove infected leaves.

Lawn care is fairly simple during 
the summer months. 

Mow grass at a high level of 2 
1/2- 3 inches in the heat of summer. 
Grass clippings can be left on the 
lawn but raking to avoid clumping 
is recommended. Avoid the use of 
herbicides in the hot weather. Do not 
fertilize lawns until the fall.

Let’s check in on the fruit trees 
and the vegetable garden.

Crabapple, apple, apricot, peach 
and plum trees should have all ground 
level sucker growth pruned out below 
the soil level.

We all love our tomatoes and 
worry when they are having 
problems. To keep our tomatoes 
healthy, it is very important to give 
them an even supply of moisture. 
Heavy watering and drought 
conditions are deadly for tomatoes. 
Keep it even. Mulching is a good 
idea. It is also helpful to prune off  
the leaves closest to the ground. 
Mulching and pruning will keep soil 
born diseases from splashing up on 
your tomatoes during watering.

Broccoli, beans, spinach, cool-
season lettuce and cabbage seeds can 
be sown toward the end of July for 
fall harvest.

Consider planting an herb crop 
next year. Swallowtail butterfl ies 
love dill. This is a great project for 
all of the family.

And fi nally, a few activities 
for our shrubs and trees.

Overgrown shrubs like red twig 
dogwood, lilac and forsythia can still 
be renovated in July by pruning out 
one-third of the old canes.

Watersprouts are small branches 
that grow vertically on trees. If you 
see them on any of your ornamental 
fl owering trees, fruit trees or redbud 
trees, prune them out as they will 
take energy away from the tree. ■

Summer Checklist
By the middle of summer, some of our enthusiasm for gardening may be 
waning a little bit. However, some of our very favorite plants are about to 
appear in our gardens to be enjoyed this month.

Got a Gardening Question? 
Submit your questions to: connections@dekalbfarmbureu.org. We will share 
questions with University of Illinois Extension DeKalb County Master Gardeners 
and publish their answers in upcoming issues of CONNECTIONS.
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Cattle diets can vary with the crop that is available to harvest or graze, 
just like humans vary their diets with what foods are available fresh from 
their garden or market. Adequate fresh water, shade, and a breeze by 
wind or fans help to keep cattle cool in the summer.

Cattle raised in feedlots tend to have a more consistent diet. Fresh 
dry hay or haylage (chopped hay) will have more nutrients available than 
last year’s crop yet can cause stomach acidosis. Higher protein crops 
like alfalfa, chickpeas, clover, and lespedezas are usually limited in feed 
rations until the animals have become accustomed to their extra nutrient 
boost. 

Field corn is not usually harvested in the summer, so whether it is being 
fed dry and ground, or wet from a silo or bunker, it has no real change in 
quality assuming it is stored and handled properly.

Cattle on pasture get to pick and choose the roughage in their diets. 
The protein crops mentioned earlier, and various grasses including orchard- 
grass, fescue, timothy, bermudagrass, ryegrass, oats, and wheat can be used 
individually or in combination for pasture, hay, or haylage.

We made wheatlage (chopped wheat) this year from about 37 acres and 
then round baled the remaining eight acres. The chopped feed fi lled our 30 
x 100 foot bunker with roughly 600 ton of 55-60% moisture wheatlage. We 
are now starting to grind the wheat bales, as they were 20% moisture when 
we hurried to bale them before a big rain was forecast. They will not keep 
very long because the moisture is on the high end of the range recommended. 
They are stacked outside, and we will utilize them before the wheatlage.  

Keeping cattle cool and comfortable is important. By doing so, they eat 
well and are healthy. Bedding in the barn is also very important to keep the 
ammonia tied up so their air quality is better. On hot and humid, sometimes 
foggy mornings, the fans are necessary to keep the air fresh in our barns. 
Confi nement buildings are usually of a narrow construction so a breeze can 
get across the pens.

Pasture cattle will instinctively search for the right tree to cool under for 
the evaporative eff ect. Sometimes we start a sprinkler hose on the biggest, 
almost ready for market, cattle during severe heat. My dad reminded me 
that once you start this, you will be doing it until the cattle are shipped. The 

reasoning was that once they were 
accustomed to being cooled off  by 
water, they would not respond well 
to any other method. 

Flashback to the past. Each 
year, we appreciate Grandma and 
Grandpa for planting our two 
diff erent varieties of rhubarb. It 
is one of those seasonal delights. 
Of course, we can’t forget that the 
leaves are poisonous. They contain 
oxalic acid. As a child, I was told 
that the cattle could eat the leaves, 
but the young pigs could not. We 
always took the leftover parts of 
fruits and vegetables to the pigs or 
cattle. Sometimes they would sort 
thru the smorgasbord and other 
times they would eat it all as fast as 
they could. Years later we learned 
that cattle do better with their own 
special, consistent diets. No more 
rhubarb leaves for them. ■

Q: Do cattle diets change in the summer? How do you keep 
them cool?

A: With fresh hay and wheat available in the summer, 
cattle enjoy the new crop fi lled with more nutrients. On 
hot, summer days they drink more fresh water and keep 
cool by being in the shade or a building with a breeze or 
fans to circulate air.

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from 
Leland. He farms with his brother, raising 
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. 
Roy and his wife have two sons.
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FARM COUNTRY

Heavy rains that have been common 
in June might be needed to get 
crops through the expected dry 
period in July.

June rainfall totals in some parts of 
the state, like northern Illinois, were 
above average.

“We’ve got some areas of the 
state that have received as much 
as 10 inches of rain,” said State 
Climatologist Jim Angel, with the 
Illinois State Water Survey. “We’ve 
got many areas in the northern part 
of the state and eastern part of the 
state that have gotten well above 
average on rainfall. As a result we’ve 
got a lot of water standing in fi elds.” 

July hot & dry compared to wet June
Other areas, particularly western 

Illinois and southern Illinois, have 
been much drier. “They’ve gotten 
about 2 to 4 inches in those areas,” 
Angel said.

Statewide, an average of 5.25 
inches of rain had fallen in June, well 
above normal. Temperatures have 
also been trending warmer in Illinois. 
In June the state was about three 
degrees above average for June.

According to the Midwestern 
Regional Climate Center, eastern 
and southeastern parts of the state 
received 6 to 8 inches of rainfall. 
Northeast Illinois recorded 8 to 10 
inches, along with some intense 
fl ooding.

Jon Davis, chief meteorologist with 
Riskpulse, noted concern exists that 

warm temperatures are expected to 
continue, along with heat spikes in 
early July.

“We think that next surge of heat, 
which actually originates out across 
the Rockies, will be moving through 
in early July. And that can be a 
pretty hot period across much of 
Illinois and much of the Midwest,” 
said Davis.

Davis further noted July will 
bring dryer conditions. “It does look 
like, as we go into early July, that 
it does trend a little bit dryer than 
what we’ve been in. We don’t see 
signals out there that point to any 
large scale of signifi cant dryness. 
In other words, kind of a fl ip of the 
switch if you will, going from this 
current wet pattern.” ■
                   Source: Illinois Farm BureauSteak Fry in 

Shabbona
The DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s 

Association is bringing back 
its popular Steak Fry buff et on 
Saturday, Aug. 18 at Indian Oaks 
Country Club in Shabbona. 

The Steak Fry buff et features 
a 13 ½ oz. ribeye steak, baked 
potato, salad bar, garlic bread and 
beverage.

Social hour begins at 5 p.m. 
Serving time for dinner is at 6 
p.m. The cash bar will be open 
throughout the evening.  

In conjunction with the Steak 
Fry, the Cattlemen will also 
conduct a brief annual business 
meeting which will include the 
announcement of the recipient of 
the Bernie Robertson Memorial 
Beef Scholarship.

Tickets for the Steak Fry are $35 
each and can be purchased from 
any of the Cattlemen directors or 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
offi  ce. Deadline to purchase 
tickets is Monday, Aug. 6. ■

Collectibles & Collaboration
During a visit to Denny Rehn’s Corn Crib of farm collectibles, the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Board met with the Winnebago-Boone County Farm Bureau Board to discuss 
ag-related issues. The group enjoyed seeing Rehn’s extensive collection of corn-related 
antiques and collectibles as well as other farm memorabilia in his shed. After the tour, the 
boards talked about zoning, solar and wind energy, and Farm Bureau business. Shown is 
Denny (center) of Kirkland and board members.
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FOOD FAVORITES

Mojo-Marinated
Pork Kebabs 
with Mango 

Ingredients
For the Brined Pork:
2 quarts ice-cold water
1/3 cup kosher salt, plus more for seasoning
1/4 cup sugar
2 pounds center-cut pork chops, 
 1 1/2 inches thick each

For the Mojo Marinade:
2 T freshly minced garlic 
 (about 6 medium cloves)
1/2 teas. kosher salt, plus more for seasoning
1/2 cup fresh sour orange juice, or
 1/4 cup lime juice mixed with 
 1/4 cup orange juice
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon cumin
Freshly ground black pepper

For the Skewers:
2 whole mangos, slightly underripe, peeled, 
 cored, and cut into 1 1/2-inch squares;
 wooden skewers soaked in water for 
 at least 30 minutes prior to use

Type of fi re: Direct
Grill heat: medium-high

Directions
1. For the Brine: In a large bowl, whisk together water, salt, and sugar 

until solids are dissolved. Place pork chops in brine and refrigerate 
at least 30 and up to 60 minutes.

2. For the Marinade: Place garlic in a mortar and pestle. 
Add the 1/2 teaspoon salt and work into a smooth paste. 
In a small bowl, whisk together garlic, sour orange juice, oil, 
oregano, and cumin. Season with salt and pepper.

3. For the Skewers: Remove pork chops from brine and pat dry. Cut 
pork into 11/2-inch cubes, trimming any large pieces of excess 
fat and discarding bones. Place pork cubes in a large resealable 
plastic bag. Pour in marinade and seal bag, removing as much air 
as possible. Place in refrigerator and marinate for at least 1 and up 
to 5 hours.

4. Thread pork onto skewers, alternating with mango cubes.

5. Light one chimney full of charcoal. When all charcoal is lit and 
covered with gray ash, pour out and spread the coals evenly over 
entire surface of coal grate. Set cooking grate in place, cover grill 
and allow to preheat for 5 minutes. Clean and oil the grilling grate. 
Grill skewers until well browned on all sides and center of pork 
registers between 140-145°F on an instant-read thermometer, 
3-4 minutes per side. Transfer skewers to platter and let 
rest for 5 minutes. 

Serve immediately.
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Jo Cessna and Rachel Koroscik teach classes on healthy 
eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles at the 
Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

FAMILY HEALTH

Dressing 
2 tablespoons raw cashew butter
2 tablespoons water
1 small garlic clove, minced
1 tablespoon unpasteurized 
 apple cider vinegar
¼ teaspoon sea salt, to taste

Slaw
7 cups thinly sliced greens; 
  kale, red cabbage, green cabbage,  
  bok choy, or a mixture
1 medium carrot cut into julienne

Coleslaw with Creamy Mustard Dressing
Adapted from “At Home in the Whole Kitchen” Amy Chaplin

Picnic Food
Several students have requested ideas to lighten up the picnic 
foods of summer. One of the favorites is this coleslaw recipe, not 
only is it delicious but offers some rich doses of nutrients while 
using seasonal produce.

The dressing replaces the traditional creamy mayonnaise or sour 
cream base by using cashew butter, it provides the creaminess 
while off ering the rich nutrients of cashews known to create a 
calming eff ect in the body. Summer chillin’ at its best!

The dressing is excellent mixed up and kept in the refrigerator 
for any drizzling needs over greens, roasted vegetables or baked 
potato topping. The base of the slaw is full of cruciferous, those 
lovely cancer fi ghters that are crunchy and so good for you. Fennel 
is optional but provides an interesting fl avor profi le to the dish.

The salad is topped with sunfl ower seed kernels, providing 
crunch and so good for bone health.

Instructions 
1. Mix cashew butter and water until smooth. 

2. Stir in garlic, vinegars, mustard and pinch of salt and pepper.  
Add olive oil, mix until smooth and creamy, and season to taste.

3. Toss together slaw and drizzle with dressing. Toss to evenly coat.

4. Sprinkle with currants, raisins, fresh berries or sunfl ower seeds.

Join us for Healthy Eating Classes 
in August. 

Healthy Cooking Boot Camp 
Aug. 7 & 8, 6-8 p.m.

Two-day class focusing on wellness and cooking –   
lots of interactive activities, recipes and tastings.

Eat to Beat Diabetes
Aug. 16, 10-11 a.m.

A one hour lecture/demo with a dietitian and a cook.

For more information or to sign up for a class visit 
Kish-Calendar.nm.org or call 815-748-8962. ■
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Twenty area teachers started their 
summer break back in the classroom—the 
Center for Agriculture auditorium, that 
is—as they participated in Farm Bureau’s 
19th Summer Ag Institute (SAI). 

The Shape of Agriculture

Learning through inquiry
Judy Stafstrom (standing) conducts a 
Socratic Seminar using the book “John 
Deere, That’s Who.” Judy and Melissa 
Irick from the DeKalb Regional Offi ce of 
Education teamed up to help teachers tie 
agriculture to new Illinois Social Science 
Standards. Teachers shown include (from 
left) Susan Bivens, Cortland Elementary; 
Laurie Jacobson and Jennifer McCormick, 
both from West Elementary, Sycamore; 
Pam Nelson, Sycamore Middle School; 
and Bridget Klein, West Elementary.

Blowin’ in the wind
Frank Engel explains windmill history and the evolution of his passion for harnessing wind. Teachers visited his farm to see and learn 
about his collection of restored windmills. Later, the group visited the Lee/DeKalb Wind Energy Center to explore modern wind energy. 
Cortland Elementary teacher Susan Bivens donned a hard hat to get a look inside the tower. ►

The theme for this year’s course, 
“Teaching Social Studies through 
Agriculture,” was designed to help 
teachers explore ways to incorporate 
ag-related content while addressing 

the new Illinois Social Science 
Standards.

SAI incorporates a blend of 
classroom-style learning with tours of 
farms and other ag-related sites. Some 
of the experiences from this year’s 
Institute are featured.

Teachers connect ag to 
social studies lessons

AG LITERACY
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100 years of green tractors
Modern technology and history converge as SAI participants learn about machinery 
during a tour of DeKalb Implement. “If a combine breaks down, we may know it before 
the farmer does, and can have the right parts on the truck when he calls,” explained 
Cohen Hill, consultant with DeKalb Implement. It was fi tting visiting a John Deere 
dealership in celebration of 100 years of John Deere tractors.

The shape of the land shapes agriculture
Jennifer Brock, 4th grade teacher from Malta Elementary, consults a topography map as 
she creates a three-dimensional diagram of Illinois. Later, Genoa area farmer Randy Nelson 
explained how the topography of the land he farms shapes his farming practices. ►

SAI 2018
Workshops/Activities
Implementing the Illinois 
Social Science Standards 
– Melissa Irick and Judy 
Stafstrom, DeKalb Regional 
Offi  ce of Education; 
Born, Built, Grown: Illinois 
Bicentennial – Brad Banning, 
Illinois Agriculture in the 
Classroom; 
Farm Magazine Speed Dating 
– Jillian Diehl, DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau intern

Tours
R&J Nelson Farms, Genoa
DeKalb Implement,  
 Sycamore
Old Elm Farms, Sycamore
Engel Farms, Hampshire
Lee/DeKalb Wind 
 Energy Center, Shabbona
Jonamac Orchard, Malta
Jones Family Farm, Kirkland

Speakers
Illinois Runs on Homegrown 
Corn – Tricia Braid, Illinois 
Corn; 
DeKalb County Innovations 
– Joy Gulotta, DeKalb 
Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association;
Watersheds of DeKalb County 
– Mike Konen, NIU, Dean 
Johnson, DeKalb County 
SWCD; 
Thinking Critically about 
Food, Farming, and 
Sustainability – Rhodora 
Collins, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau; 
Current Issues in Agriculture 
– Lynn Byington, Eric Lawler, 
Mark Tuttle

Special Thanks
DeKalb Area Pork Producers, 
pork lunch; DeKalb-Kane 
Cattlemen’s Association, beef 
lunch

AG LITERACY
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Solidifying learning through refl ection
The last day of SAI is an opportunity to refl ect and regroup. 
Sycamore teachers Bridget Klein, West Elementary, and Allyson 
Holder, North Grove Elementary, list course experiences and 
learnings during a group refl ection exercise. ►

Corn, cows, and conversations
The grain handling system towers over the teachers at Jones 
Family Farm near Kirkland. While at the farm, teachers learned 
from farmer Tracy Jones about feedlot beef production, 
machinery, and grain handling. Farm employee Chris Paulsen also 
demonstrated how he uses drones as a crop monitoring tool. At 
the end of the visit, Tracy donned his county board member “hat” 
to talk about zoning challenges related to wind energy.

Historic homestead with unique legacy
During a tour stop to the historic Miller homestead, Randy 
Nelson tells the story of how Isaac Ellwood met and married 
Harriet Miller while traveling through DeKalb County. Later, 
Ellwood would also meet Joseph Glidden and the barbed wire 
story begins. The Nelson family has farmed Ellwood land 
since 1912.

AG LITERACY
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Value-added agriculture at the orchard
Jenna Spychal of Jonamac Orchard treats SAI teachers to a tasting of some of the newer 
products offered at the orchard: wine and hard cider. Participants investigated the year-
round cycle of apple production and the challenges of staying profi table with such a weather-
sensitive crop. ■

“Ag Literacy is 
understanding 
agriculture and 
incorporating it into 
the classroom to 
show students the 
impact of ag on our 
everyday lives.” 

Allyson Holder, 4th grade 
Teacher, North Grove 

Elementary, Sycamore

SAI 2018

AG LITERACY

Wonders of windmills
Teachers appreciate the variety of windmills at the Engel Farm near Hampshire and pose for a group photo with the Engels. ■
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She’s a 
  Horse Lover
    Teacher
       Farm Woman
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Carri Flewellyn resembles the likes of a horse whisperer. Her quiet disposition 
and gentle mannerisms appeal to her team of horses. Yet Carri knows that 
raising horses is more about listening than whispering.

Her love for horses started in junior 
high. “As a farm kid I would sit and 
look at them,” said Carri. “I wanted a 
horse and my brothers wanted three-
wheelers.” 

As it turned out, she got her fi rst 
horse when her father, Jim Quincer, 
realized that it would be useful in 
rounding up the cattle from their 
pastureland in Wisconsin. They would 
bring the beef cattle home in the fall 
to their feedlot and feed them until 
they reached market weight.

Growing up on a farm northwest of 
Malta, Carri said their family had “just 
about every type of farm animal at 
one time.” They had cattle, then hogs 
and sheep. And, of course horses. 

For almost four decades 
Carri has been all about equine. 
The horse lover knows how to 
communicate and build trust 
with her horses. Her horse of 12 
years, Bullet, is a racking horse 
or pleasure horse, known for its 
steady gait. She rides Bullet and 
other horses, Daisy, Boo, Dee and 
Riddles, regularly. 

In the summertime, Carri and 
her husband, John, have taken 
their horses on trail rides to scenic 
areas like the Rocky Mountains, 
Badlands, Smokey Mountains, 
Shawnee National Forest, and 
locally to Franklin Creek.

 “I’ve always been an animal 
person. I love my horses,” she 
said. ►

“I’ve always been an animal 
person. I love my horses.”
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Carri Flewellyn has 

her summers off  to spend 
time with her horses but 
during the school year you 
will fi nd her in her fourth 
grade classroom at Malta 
Elementary. As an alumnus 
of Malta grade and high 
schools, she teaches in the 
building which was once 
“the old high school” that 
she attended, located on 
Route 38. 

The school was converted 
into a junior high school 
and then into an elementary 
building with the 
consolidation of Malta and 
DeKalb school districts. 
Carri has spent her entire 
teaching career at Malta and 
DeKalb.

“I like teaching; there’s something diff erent every day,” 
said the elementary teacher.

In the nearly three decades she has been teaching, Carri 
has noticed some changes in the makeup of her classroom. 
“When I fi rst started teaching, half the kids would have 
come from farms. Now, I might have one with a farm 
background.” 

In the past she taught many children who lived in the 
country. Now several of her students live in high rises or 
apartment buildings. 

“Most don’t have a clue about farming,” stated Carri. 
“Anytime I can talk about agriculture in the classroom, I 
do!” To help with the disconnect, the fourth grade teacher 
says she incorporates farm and food discussions into most 
all curriculums – particularly social studies, science and 
reading.

“They don’t realize how ag-based everything is. I tell them 
everything depends on agriculture,” says Carri, an advocate for 
agriculture and also a Farm Bureau Ag Literacy Ambassador. ►

Carri Flewellyn participated 
in this year’s SAI tours and 
classroom workshops.

“Anytime I can talk about agriculture in the 
classroom, I do! They (students) don’t realize 
how ag-based everything is. I tell them 
everything depends on agriculture.”
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As an Ag Literacy Ambassador for her school, she shares information 
and resources with other teachers, provided by Farm Bureau. Carri also 
has been a participant in Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute (SAI) for 
teachers, which she recently completed. 

“I like the ideas which come out of SAI,” said the elementary teacher. 
“Through the tours and discussions it’s interesting to learn about the life 
stories of the people we meet and their perspectives on diff erent issues. 
This year, I learned about watersheds and wind towers.”

SAI provided her with graduate teaching credits; as a teacher she is 
required to take classes and keep her teaching certifi cate up to date. Carri 
holds a bachelor’s degree in education from NIU and also a master’s 
degree.

Carri helps her husband, John, with 
farming when she can. Summertime is hay 
season for the Flewellyn’s who have a hay 
business. From their 50 acres, they provide 
hay for horse stables located in the Chicago 
suburbs. 

The farm woman drives their Magnum 
8920 tractor pulling the baler which makes 
square bales. John handles the bales with an 
accumulator and stacks the bales.

“Our hay season and the weather are 
not cooperating,” said Carri. “It’s always 
a battle to get the hay up.” Wet weather 
conditions have set back cutting and baling 
the alfalfa and grass mixture of hay.

Once the second cutting of hay is done, 
the Flewellyns take a vactation and go 
horseback riding. Regrowth of the hay 
ground allows them to do a third cutting in 
August and perhaps one more before fall.

In the fall Carri helps John with harvest 
by hauling grain wagons fi lled with fi eld 
corn or soybeans to the Lee elevator about 
two miles west of their farm.

Carri’s contentment with her farm 
lifestyle and family includes talking 
about her daughters: Jordan, a soon-to-
be veterinarian now based in Missouri; 
and Megan, a new college graduate in a 
marketing and communications job in Iowa. 

The Lee farm woman says the only thing 
better than riding horses is spending time 
with family and friends. ■

Carri’s Connections 
to Farm Bureau
• Ag Literacy Ambassador

• Summer Ag Institute teacher participant

• Ag Literacy activities & resources

• Farm Bureau Member

• Former College Scholarship recipient
 (husband & daughter too)

• Agriculture Advocate

Carri and John Flewellyn (and Noki) farm in rural Lee.
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The DeKalb County Barn 
Tour plans to stretch far and 
wide this year – into the 
Paw Paw-Earlville-Leland 
area.

The fi fth annual Barn Tour 
will take place Saturday, Aug. 
11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
southwestern DeKalb County. 
Highlights of this year’s Barn 
Tour include an octagon barn 
as well as an octagon corn 
crib.

This unique opportunity 
to tour local historic barns 
is sponsored jointly by and 
benefi ts both the DeKalb 
Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association (DAAHA) and 
the J.F. Glidden Homestead 
and Historical Center, 
DeKalb. 

The self-driving tour 
includes a guided tour at each of eight 
barns, including the H&J Svendsen 
Farm, Goble Round Barn, Sanford 

Not every barn is painted red. This stately white barn is owned by Harold and Judy Svendsen on 
Whitman Road, Earlville and one of eight barns on the Barn Tour. Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

Opening barn doors in DeKalb County
Barn Tour in southwestern part of county, Aug. 11

COMMUNITY

Barns on the Tour:
1. Harold and Judy Svendsen Barn

1760 Whitman Rd., Earlville

2. Goble Octagon Barn
240 S. Paw Paw Rd., Earlville

3. Chris & Marilyn Sandford Barn
1508 Earlville Rd., Earlville

4. Willard-Kern Barn on Crestview Farm
 3553 Chicago Rd., Paw Paw

5. Richard & Mary Callison Barn
5228 W. County Line Rd., Paw Paw

6. Ed & Kathryn Quinn Barn
2029 Sleepy Hollow Rd., Earlville

7. Charlie & Anna Svendsen 
 Octagon Corn Crib

1698 Hyde Rd., Earlville

8. Sanderson Barn
5783 Sanderson Rd., Leland

For more information go to: 
www.dekalbcountybarntour.com

Barn, Willard-Kern Farm, Callison 
Family Farm, Quinn Farm, C&A 
Svendsen Farm, and the Sanderson 
Farm. 

Barn Tour Committee member Jeff  
Marshall said the Goble octagon barn 
fi rst drew the committee to the Paw 
Paw Township area. Marshall said the 
Goble barn is one of the most unique 
octagon barns in the county. 

But the tour doesn’t stop there. 
Besides a guided tour of each barn, 
demonstrations, animals, family 
activities, and more will provide 
a full, family-friendly day in the 
county. 

Committee member Marcia Wilson 
explained, “In past years activities 
have included Drive-a-Tractor, a 
petting zoo, milking a fi berglass cow, 
a garden market, a barn pegging 
demonstration, and lots more. Those 
interested should periodically visit 
www.DeKalbCountyBarnTour.com  

to keep abreast of the latest plans for 
this year.”

Tickets are $25 per carload and can 
be purchased at the starting point, 
the Rollo Town Hall on Suydam 
Road, the day of the tour. The 
souvenir Guide Book, which serves 
as your ticket, is also available 
online at dekalbcountybarntour.
yapsody.com or at each site the day 
of the event. Illinois artist David 
Allen Badger has provided hand-
drawn sketches of each of the eight 
barns for the Guide Book, which 
also contains a history of each barn, 
a map of locations, a list of activities 
at each site, and educational articles 
about barns.

Additional information is available 
by contacting Glidden Homestead 
at 815-756-7904 or info@
gliddenhomestead.org or DAAHA 
at 815-756-8737 or daaha.inc@
gmail.com. ■
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The Eight-Walled Wonder  Photo by Jeff Marshall

Jeff Marshall of DeKalb couldn’t resist photographing this barn because he loves its distinctive shape. The octagonal barn, 
found in rural Paw Paw, is owned by the Goble family and will be featured on this year’s DeKalb County Barn Tour. 

• Photo contest is open to local, 
amateur photographers.

• Take photographs of any DeKalb 
County barns and other farm 
buildings like corn cribs and sheds. 
They do not need to be buildings 
that you own. 

Best of Barns Photo Contest
Snap a photo of a barn and enter our photo contest.

• Photos may include the entire 
structure, interior shots, or closer 
pictures of the buildings attributes.

• Make sure your camera or 
Smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your 
photo is sent at its original size. 
The submitted photo must be the 
photographer’s original work.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the barn’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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The corner of First Street and Lincoln Highway 
in DeKalb has always been a prime location.  

The southeast corner of the intersection was 
originally purchased in 1849 by Dr. Basil Ruby, 
who was “an old-time root and herb doctor.” On 
that location, Dr. Ruby and Jackson Hiland started a drug store and operated it 
until 1865, when they closed the business.  

Dr. Ruby’s son, Baxter, then bought the location and converted it into their 
residence. Another building on the property was used for multiple businesses: 
a photography studio, a dressmaker, and even painters.  

In 1917, the Ruby family had sold the property and work started on the new 
Ellwood Fisk garage on that corner. Fisk Motor Company offi  cially opened for 
business in August 1918. The garage/dealership remained at that location until 
1941. 

Then Montgomery Ward, at 116 East Lincoln Highway, expanded its 
business into the Fisk building. Montgomery Ward remained at that location 
until 1969, when they moved the business to Sycamore Road.

In 1973, the building became the SECO building, named for the four 
businessmen who owned it: George Stratton, John Eggum, Charles Combs, 
and Warren Osenberg. The popular UpRising Tavern and Four Squire Men’s 
Clothing store were located there. In addition to these stores, the Subway 
Gallery was located in the basement.  

Busiest Corner in DeKalb

In 1979 Lan Sirs Clothing Store 
replaced Four Squire’s. In 1985 
Otto’s replaced UpRising, and Lan 
Sirs was eventually replaced by 
Ducky’s Formal Wear in 2006. The 
building was offi  cially shut down in 
2014 because of poor conditions and 
damage from a broken waterpipe.  

The building stood empty until 
2017 when it was purchased with 
plans of building an apartment 
and commercial use complex. The 
demolition to tear down the structure 
started in May of 2017, ending the 
100-year history of the building. ■
Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archives

Montgomery Ward occupied two buildings 
in 1948 (the east side was the old theatre 
building) at First Street and Lincoln 
Highway.

The East End baseball team in 1909 is pictured on First Street just south of Lincoln 
Highway, with the Ruby property in the background. Also in the background is the 
Chronicle building.

A glimpse of local history

The Ellwood Fisk Garage operated from 
1918 to 1941 at the First Street corner.
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Experience fall in Amish country. 
The Arthur, Illinois countryside will 
be fi lled with fall colors and harvest 
activity in this day trip for Farm 
Bureau members on Friday, Sept. 28. 

Upon arrival, a step-on tour guide 
from ACM Tours will showcase the 
countryside in a motor coach tour of 
Arthur. You will learn about Amish 
history, culture and traditions. In a 
driving tour, you will see grain and 
livestock farms, a horse and buggy 
shop, country school, woodworking 
shop, and other cottage businesses.

A family-style lunch meal will be 
provided at an Amish farmstead. The 
traditional home cooked meal will 
include: homemade bread, salad, fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes, noodles or 
dressing, vegetables, homemade pie 
and beverages. 

In the afternoon, the group will 
stop at Beachy’s Bulk Food Store, an 
Amish grocery store, and then shop 
in the small downtown area of Arthur 

Fall Amish Trip planned to Arthur, IL
TRIPS

with its variety of stores like a bakery, 
antiques and furniture stores, old 
fashioned soda fountain, cheese shop, 
quilt store, boutiques and gift shops.

The cost of this trip is $75 for 
members, $85 for guests. Price 
includes round trip motor coach 
transportation, an Amish style lunch, 
and tours. 

Motor coach departs from DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau at 7 a.m. and 
returns by 9:15 p.m.

Members may call the offi  ce to 
register, 815-756-6361, and pay by 
credit card or visit the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce and pay by check or credit 
card. A limited number of spaces is 
available for the Amish trip. ■

Kane County Cougars
Fri., July 20 – Farm Bureau 
has reserved the rooftop deck 
for members and their families. 
You have access to a stadium 
seat plus an all-you-can-eat 
buff et. The Cougars play the 
West Michigan Whitecaps. Game 
time is 6:30 p.m. Buff et is open 
6-8 p.m. After the game run the 
bases and stay for the fi reworks. 
Kids get KidZone wristbands 
for unlimited rides. Cost is $15. 
Discount parking passes are also 
available. You must provide 
your own transportation to the 
stadium. Register by July 16.

Frankie Valli Tribute
Sat., Aug. 25 – The Four C Notes 
will recreate the music of Frankie 
Valli as they entertain at the Belfry 
Theatre in Delavan, WI. Farm 
Bureau has reserved a group of 
tickets for the evening show. 
Before the show, you will enjoy 
a prime rib buff et at Lake Lawn 
Resort. Cost is $100 for members, 
$110 for guests. Motor coach 
transportation will be provided. 
A limited number of tickets is 
available.

Cranberry Autumn Harvest Tour
Oct. 9-11 – See the oldest Wisconsin 
cranberry marsh in Tomah, WI. The 
tour also features the Wisconsin 
Cranberry Discovery Center, a tour of 
the International Crane Foundation, 
guided tour of Cashton Amish 
community, a stop at the Humbird 
Cheese Barn and a Mississippi River 
cruise. Cost: $898 per person, double 
occupancy; $1,049 single occupancy. 
Price includes hotel accommodations, 
six meals, tours, motor coach 
transportation, taxes and gratuities, 
trip insurance, luggage handling and 
tour director. Register soon. ■
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Be careful. Be safe. Be cognizant of hazards on farms.
Safety messages resonated throughout Farm Safety Camp as young children 

were made aware of the many hazards which exist on farms. DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau organized the camp for the benefi t and safety of local children.

Farm Bureau’s day camp reached nearly 80 kids with important safety 
messages on June 20 at Jonamac Orchard in rural Malta. This is the 13th year 
for the camp sponsored by Farm Bureau, COUNTRY Financial DeKalb County 
agency and Conserv FS in cooperation with area businesses and organizations.

Safety First on the Farm Campers learned that farming 
is one of the most hazardous 
occupations. To understand and 
respect these hazards, safety experts 
shared key messages at each safety 
station. Safety stations included: 
ATVS/UTVs, Bicycles, Chemicals, 
Electricity, Farm Animals, Farm 
Machinery, Fire, First Aid, Grain 
Bins/Wagons, Hearing, Lawn 
Mowers, and Semi-Tractors.

In the case of a fi re, know how to 
exit your house. Talk to your parents 
about a safety plan to exit your house in 
case of a fi re. Stay low in order to avoid 
inhaling smoke. Make sure you and 
your family get out of your house safely, 
explained representatives from the Malta 
Fire Department. Children learned more by 
going through a smokehouse and seeing 
gear and equipment used to fi ght fi res. ►

Be cautious around farm animals. Don’t approach animals 
without an adult present and ask permission to help feed or care 
for animals. Wear proper clothing and shoes when working with 
animals. Be careful because animals can bite or kick if they are 
spooked, said young animal owners who also are members of the 
Malta Mustangs 4-H. Young people told about their animals and 
provided safety tips.

Wear a helmet when riding a bicycle. In the country, riding 
a bicycle can be fun but it’s important to also wear a helmet for 
protection. In case of a fall or accident, a helmet can prevent head 
injuries. Also, hand signals are important to notify motorists of 
bicycle riders turning, noted offi cers with the Sheriff’s Department. 
Children practiced hand signals while riding a bicycle at camp.
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Farm Safety Camp Contributors
Archer Daniels Midland
Commonwealth Edison

Conserv FS
COUNTRY Financial DeKalb County Agency

DeKalb Co. Farm Bureau Young Leaders
DeKalb Co. Sheriff’s Department

DeKalb Fire Department
DeKalb Implement

DeKalb Lawn & Equipment/TORO
Indian Creek FFA
Jonamac Orchard

Malta Fire Department
Malta Mustangs 4-H Club

Monsanto
NIU Speech, Language & Hearing Clinic

Pipestone of Bethany Veterinary Services
R Equipment

Ridge Ambulance Service
Sheriff Roger Scott

Syngenta

In a matter of seconds you can be trapped 
in grain. It only takes 11 seconds to be completely 
covered in fl owing grain. Monsanto staff shared grain 
safety messages with children while demonstrating 

grain entrapment with a toy-sized wagon 
and then allowed kids to tug at a rope to 
demonstrate the diffi culty of pulling out a 
person trapped in grain.

Stay away from PTOs and other moving parts. Farm machinery can be 
dangerous when in use even though today’s equipment has many safety shields in 
place and safety features. Always make sure you keep your distance and the tractor 
driver can see you, explained farmers Andrew Almburg and Karl Faivre. The farmers 
demonstrated a PTO entanglement using a dummy. ■

Know your limitations on ATVs/UTVs. Make sure you are of the proper 
age to operate an all-terrain or utility vehicle. There are age restrictions on the 
various sizes of these vehicles. Also, these vehicles require helmets and some 
have seat belts, said R Equipment employees.
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PRIME TIMERS

The Little Treble Makers will perform 
“Decades of Disney” at Farm Bureau 
on Monday, Aug. 6.

The Little Treble Makers is a 
community show choir based out of 
the Sycamore/DeKalb area. The choir 
consists of 30 singer/dancers between 
the ages of 6 and 16 from Sycamore, 
DeKalb, Elgin, Genoa, Aurora, 
and surrounding areas. The choir is 
directed by Peggy Bell Carey and 
Cortney Jo Newby. 

This season, the show choir has 
been performing their new musical 
revue, “Decades of Disney,” which 
feature many songs from Disney 
movies including old classics, like 
“Cinderella,” to new blockbusters, 
like “Moana.” Their numbers also 
include many songs with four-part 
harmony, large dance numbers, and 
solo selections.

Co-Directors Carey of DeKalb 
and Newby of Elgin are members of 
Stage Coach Players, where the show 
choir started as a pre-show to “Annie, 

Don’t miss seeing the Little Treble Makers on Aug. 6 at Farm Bureau. The local children’s 
choir is directed by Peggy Bell Carey (pictured) and Cortney Jo Newby.

Little Treble Makers entertain Prime Timers

the Musical.” The group originally 
started with only 15 members and has 
now grown to over 30. 

The Little Treble Makers will 
entertain Farm Bureau members 
on Aug. 6 at 1 p.m. in the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Theater. Prior 

to their performance, Prime Timers 
are welcome to attend the monthly 
luncheon at 12-noon in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium. Lunch fee is 
$7, payable by July 31 at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce. ■

Mamie Eisenhower was America’s 
beloved First Lady from 1953 to 
1961. She was also an Army wife, 
mother and grandmother. She even 
inspired her own color, Mamie Pink!

Mamie will be portrayed in a 
living history program, “Mamie 
Eisenhower: The Hostess in Chief,” 
on Monday, Sept. 10 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.

Ellie Carlson of Chicago will 
portray Mamie. Ellie is a museum 
curator with 30 years of experience 
in small to mid-sized museums and 
a fi rst-person interpreter portraying 
several women form the 19th and 
20th centuries. Carlson has a B.A. 
from Roosevelt University and a 
Masters of Historical Administration 
and Museum Studies from the 

Mamie Eisenhower: The Hostess in Chief

Mamie Eisenhower, Ike’s wife and former 
First Lady, will be portrayed by Ellie 
Carlson on Sept. 10 at Farm Bureau.

University of Kansas.
Ellie’s portrayal of Mamie will 

show how she relates her life as 
Ike’s wife, our First Lady and “just 
a good friend,” which is how she 
most wanted to be remembered. 
Learn from Mamie about living in 
Panama and the Philippines between 
the World Wars and about her 
loving relationship with Ike, which 
weathered horrible rumors and long 
separations. 

Mamie didn’t really cook, but she 
did make some amazing fudge which 
Ellie also makes and will bring to 
share.

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend this living history program 
on Sept. 10 at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater. Before the program, 

Prime Timers will enjoy lunch in the 
auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable 
in advance by Sept 4. Prime Timers 
is open to Farm Bureau members 55+ 
years. ■
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Belief bias, declinism and groupthink, oh my!
I was planning for an educator 

workshop titled, “Thinking 
Critically about Food, Farming, and 
Sustainability.” I had a vague notion 
we could explore how our food 
choices connect to what happens on 
farms, and how to critically evaluate 
sources of information about food. 

The workshop date grew near and 
it was time to shape my vague idea 
into an actual program. I stared out 
my offi  ce window, thinking deeply 
about my workshop theme. I crafted 
objectives. I pondered activities. Then 
I hit a mental roadblock. In a state of 
mild panic, I dropped in at Sycamore 
High School after school one day to 
pick the brain of a science teacher who 
serves on our Ag Literacy Committee. 

“Okay, so you’re talking about 
critical thinking. Critical thinking 
means looking at claim, evidence, and 
reasoning,” she declared. “What’s the 
claim, what’s the evidence, and what’s 
your reasoning?” The more we talked, 
the more excited I became. That was 
it! That would be the framework for 
my workshop. 

I would start by handing out food 
packages so we could identify and 
analyze label statements and their 
implied claims. We could discuss 
food-related claims in advertising, 
in the media, and on social media. 
We could compare what packaging 
leads us to believe about our food 
with information about what actually 
happens on farms. 

As I further explored the C.E.R. 
(claim, evidence, reasoning) strategy 

of critical thinking, I learned how 
logical fallacies and biases interfere 
with our ability to evaluate evidence 
and reason objectively. I discovered 
that the pervasive “natural” claims 
I’ve written about in the past lure us 
into a fallacy known as Appeal to 
Nature – the assumption that natural 
things are better, safer, and more 
desirable than artifi cial. I learned that 
there are dozens of such fallacies, and 
several diff erent kinds of biases, as 
well.

My sixth and seventh presentations 
of the “Thinking Critically” workshop 
will take place during the National 
Ag in the Classroom Conference this 
summer. Each time I conduct the 
workshop, I tweak it – hopefully for 
the better. As I think and rethink my 
approach, I’ve identifi ed my “favorite” 
fallacies and biases: the ones I 
notice most often in discourse, and 
possibly the ones to which I’m most 
susceptible.

Next to Appeal to Nature, anecdotal 
is another pet fallacy of mine. Also 
referred to as anecdotal evidence, 
this fallacy involves using limited 
examples or personal experience to 
dismiss factual evidence. “My uncle 
smoked two packs a day and lived 
into his 90s, so I don’t buy all the 
lung cancer scare tactics,” is a classic 
example. Here are others you may 
recognize:

Logical fallacies
(as described at YourLogicalFallacyIs.com)

● Appeal to authority – Using 
the opinion of an authority fi gure, or 
institution of authority, in place of an 
actual argument.

● Appeal to emotion – 
Manipulating an emotional response 
in place of a valid or compelling 
argument.

● False cause – Presuming that a 
real or perceived relationship between 
things means that one is the cause of 
the other. 

Biases
(as described at YourBias.Is)

● Belief bias – If a conclusion 
supports your existing beliefs, you’ll 
rationalize anything that supports it.

● Declinism – You remember the 
past as better than it was, and expect 
the future to be worse than it will 
likely be.

● Groupthink – You let the 
social dynamics of a group situation 
override the best outcomes.

Of course, critical thinking 
should apply to far more than our 
decisions about food purchases. It 
should infl uence how we behave, 
communicate, live, and vote.

So the next time you are taking 
in information on anything of 
consequence, pause. First, how 
is this information making you 
feel? Indignant? Angry? Fearful? 
Righteous? Jubilant? The stronger 
your emotional reaction, the more 
important it is to step back and think 
critically. What’s the claim? What’s 
the evidence? What’s your reasoning 
for how you feel, and which logical 
fallacies or biases are you falling prey 
to?

Wish me luck on my workshop! ■

The stronger your emotional 
reaction, the more important it is 
to step back and think critically.
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MEMBERSHIP

Farm Bureau members can save 
money this summer by purchasing 
theme park and water park tickets at 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce. 
Great America – Tickets are $49.50 
(one day general admission) for 
ages 3 and up, which is a savings 
of $28.49 (adult gate price is 
$77.99). Children 2 and under are 
free. These tickets do not include 
Hurricane Harbor, but are valid for Fright Fest. 

Great America, located in Gurnee, is home to more than 80 rides, slides 
and attractions spread across 100 acres of land. 

Santa’s Village – Tickets are $17 
(a savings of $7.99) at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce and online for $17, 
plus tax. To purchase online go to: 
https://passes.santasvillagedundee.
com and enter DeKalbfb@Santa as 
our organization’s personalized store 
name. These tickets are available for 
any day that the park is open; there 

are no blackout dates and parking is free. The park is open daily until Oct. 28, 
then weekends only Nov. 23-Dec. 16.

Santa’s Village, located in East Dundee, off ers guests a unique venue for 
families, from parents and grandparents to toddlers to tweens. 
Raging Waves – Tickets are $16 (one day admission) each, 
which is a savings of $16.99. There is a limit of six 
tickets per membership.

Raging Waves, Illinois’ largest water park, 
is located on Rt. 47 near Yorkville. The 
waterpark is known for its 17 slides, wave 
pool and multiple kiddie areas. ■

Save on theme/water parks
Get discount tickets for Great America, Santa’s Village & Raging Waves

Get your rural 
water well tested

Rural residents in DeKalb County 
can have their well water tested 
through a program off ered by the 
Farm Bureau in August.

The water screening will include 
extensive testing for commonly used 
agricultural chemicals by Heidelberg 
Laboratories based in Ohio.

Water testing kits may be obtained 
Aug. 20-24 at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau offi  ce. The water 
sample should be taken on Aug. 27 
and be returned to the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce the same day.

Water samples are screened for 
methachlor and alachlor herbicides 
like Aatrex, Dual, Harness and 
Marksman. Aatrazine, found in 
Aatrex, Marksman and other 
combination herbicides, is one of the 
most prevalent herbicides found in 
private water supplies. 

Other screenings includes nitrates, 
nitrites, ammonia, chloride sulfates, 
soluble reactive phosphorus, silica 
and conductivity.

Cost of the testing is $85, payable 
to Heidelberg Labs, when acquiring 
a kit at the Farm Bureau offi  ce. 
The water screening program is 
being off ered to Farm Bureau rural 
members. 

Test results will be mailed to 
members and will be confi dential. ■

Take advantage of our Farm Bureau discounts 
on hotels and car rentals. Save up to 25% on 
rental cars – Enterprise, Hertz, Alamo and 
National. Book your hotel stays in advance 
and save up to 20% with the Choice Hotel 
Group (Comfort Inn, Sleep Inn, Quality Inn and 
many more) or the Wyndham Group (Baymont 
Inn, Days Inn, Ramada). For more information 
contact the Farm Bureau. ■

Traveling this summer?



Are you passionate about agriculture 
and enjoy sharing your thoughts on 
agriculture issues?

The Young Leaders Discussion Meet 
is an exchange of ideas and information 
about a particular topic in which 
contestants must analyze problems and 
determine solutions. Judges look for a 
contestant who off ers constructive criticism, cooperation, and communication. 
District competition winners move on to the state competition at the IFB 
Annual Meeting in December. 

District & State Discussion Topics:
Question 1: Technology is one of the driving forces for innovation and 

advancement in agriculture. How can the industry attract the best and highest 
minds from STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) into agricultural 
careers?

Question 2: Associate members are a driver of new ideas and support. How 
do we create membership value and broaden the base of supporters in the 
Farm Bureau family?

Visit www.ilfb.org/youngleaders or www.facebook.com/ilfbyl for more 
information. ■
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MEMBERSHIP

A Defensive Driving Course is being 
offered to persons 55 years and over 
on Tuesday, Oct. 2 and Wednesday, 
Oct. 3 at the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

The two-day course is being 
sponsored by DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau and DeKalb County 
COUNTRY® Financial agency.

The course runs from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Building. Participants 
must attend both sessions in order 
to be certifi ed and also receive 
a discount on their automobile 
insurance. 

The course will be presented by 
accredited instructor Doug Sommer, 
also a member of the National 
Safety Council.

There is a $20 per person fee to 
participate. To register, contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce, 
815-756-6361. 

New DeKalb 
County Plat Books 
available

The 2018 DeKalb County 
Land Atlas and Plat Book 
is now available from 
the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

This newest edition, 
published by Rockford 
Map Publishers, is 
available for purchase for 
$25 (members) or $50 
(non-members) from the 
DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau offi  ce.

The new plat book 
accurately displays parcel 
boundaries, acreage data, 
roadways, waterways, 
railways, section lines, 
municipal boundaries, 
recreational areas, and 
includes an index to 
landowners. 

Plat books are a 
great reference tool for 
landowners and business 
owners. ■

Defensive Driving Course 
for seniors offered this fall

Young Leaders Discussion Meet held in August

Those 55 and over who complete 
the two-day course will receive a 
certifi cate which can be taken to their 
insurance agent for a discount on their 
automobile insurance. COUNTRY® 
Financial off ers a discount to those 
seniors who complete this course. ■

Join the Young Leaders 
for a summer cookout!
More information will be 

posted to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Young Leaders 

Facebook page. ■

Doug Sommer, Defensive Driving instructor, 
will offer safe driving techniques for seniors, 
Oct.  2-3.

District 1 & 2
Discussion Meet

Aug. 20
6:30 p.m.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Sycamore
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FFA

DeKalb
Student Awards – State FFA Degree, 
Grace Gehrke; American FFA 
Degree, Olivia Willrett; Chapter 
President Award, Bronze Emblem, 
Grace Gehrke.

Genoa-Kingston
Student Awards – State FFA Degree, 
Erin Fidler, Mitchell Halat, Gabby 
Janes, Brooke Sunderlage.
Chapter Awards – Illinois Farm 
Bureau Harvest for All Award, 
Section 6.

Hinckley-Big Rock
Student Awards – State FFA Degree, 
Tomi Harrod, Jarred Jungels.
Chapter Awards – Cooperative 
Activities Award; Heritage Award.

FFA Achievements
Local students receive State FFA Awards

Indian Creek
Student Awards – State FFA Degree, 
Kayla McCormick, Preston Sanford, 
Brooke Wackerlin; American FFA 
Degree, Zack Witek; Chapter 
President Award, Bronze Emblem, 
Catie Bend. 
Chapter Awards – Century Challenge 
Award; Foundation Award.

Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich
Student Awards – State FFA 
Degree, Abigail Eckman, Jacob 
Meyer, Avery Plote; American FFA 
Degree, Jenna Baker; 3rd Place 
Extemporaneous Public Speaking, 
Avery Plote; Chapter President 
Award, Silver Emblem, Jacob Meyer.
Chapter Awards – National Entry 
for National Chapter Award; Top 
10% Foundation Collection Chapter; 
Cooperative Program Award, Silver 

Emblem; Heritage Program Award, 
Silver Emblem; Sweepstakes Award; 
Century Challenge Award.

Sycamore
Student Awards – State FFA Degree, 
Megan Fidler; American FFA Degree, 
Teagan Neff ; Retiring State Offi  cer, 
Treasurer, Chase Clausen; Honorary 
State FFA Degrees, Jeff  and Anna 
Clausen. ■

Megan Fidler of Sycamore accepts her 
State FFA Degree from State President 
Joseph Birrittier. Brooke Wackerlin (left) and Kayla McCormick of Indian 

Creek proudly display their State FFA Degrees.

Grace Gehrke of DeKalb accepts her State 
FFA Degree from State President Joseph 
Birrittier.

Fourteen DeKalb County students earned their prestigious State FFA 
Degrees at this year’s 90th Illinois FFA State Convention. 

Chapters received many additional accolades at the convention held in 
Springfi eld, June 12-14. Farm Bureau congratulates local members, chapters, 
and advisors on their accomplishments. 
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Hinckley-Big Rock students Jarred Jungels 
and Tomi Harrod earned their State FFA 
Degrees.

The Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich recipients of State FFA Degrees included (from left) Abigail Eckman, Jacob Meyer, and Avery Plote. 
They accepted their degrees from State President Joseph Birrittier.

Four Genoa-Kingston High School students earned their State FFA Degrees this year. 
Pictured (from left) are Mitchell Halat, Brooke Sunderlage, Gabby Janes, and Erin Fidler.

FFA

Hiawatha FFA members attended the 90th Illinois FFA State Convention with their FFA 
Advisor Josh Dodge.
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Center for 
Agriculture News

News provided by offi ces in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

DeKalb County native returns to share ways to conserve soil 
Several organizations have come together to bring Sarah Carlson, a 1990’s 

graduate of Indian Creek High School, back to DeKalb County. The Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture recently presented Sarah with an innovation and 
Agriculture Leader award. 

Carlson will speak at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on Wednesday,  
Aug. 15 at 7 p.m. 

Carlson, strategic initiatives director with Practical Farmers of Iowa, was 
one of four people honored for her innovation in increasing the use of cover 
crops and for her work in uniting farmers to revitalize rural America. 

Carlson is a woman agronomist which is not common in what has been a 
male dominated fi eld. Although Carlson says, “There is an increase in woman 
agronomists. To me, that’s the biggest deal.” 

The evening will begin with a shortened viewing of the documentary 
“Symphony of the Soil.” This award winning documentary is an artistic 
exploration of the miracles of soil. Filmed on four continents, featuring scientists 
and working farmers is an intriguing presentation that highlights the possibilities 
of healthy soil creating healthy plants and healthy humans living on a healthy 
planet. 

“This evening is for everyone who either cares about the environment, 
farming, local food, conservation of soil and water, learning about the connection 

between healthy soil and our own health, or just 
want to learn about what is on the leading edge 
of healthy farm practices,” said Dean Johnson, 
Resource Conservationist of the DeKalb County 
Soil and Water Conservation District.

This event is open to the public 
and is free. 

Cosponsors for the event include: 
DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, DeKalb 
County Community Gardens, 
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association, Illinois Stewardship 
Alliance, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, and the Regional Offi  ce of 
Education. 

For more information contact 
Dan Kenney at 815-793-0950, or 
the DeKalb County SWCD at 815-
756-3234, ext. 9488. ■

Sarah Carlson
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DeKalb County 4-H Fair 
features livestock Aug. 3-5

The DeKalb County 4-H Fair is not like most county 
fairs. It doesn’t have a carnival, games or commercial 
buildings, and it has just one food stand that is run by 
the 4-H Federation and local 4-H clubs. It is a simple 
and wholesome fair 
where individuals and 
their families can come 
out and watch the 4-H 
members exhibit their animal projects. 

The DeKalb County 4-H program will be conducting 
its traditional 4-H Fair Aug. 3, 4 & 5 at the Sandwich 
Fairgrounds. 

This three-day event begins on Friday, Aug. 3 with the 
poultry show at 3:30 p.m., the goat show at 5 p.m. and the 
sheep show at 7 p.m. 

Saturday is a show-packed day starting with the swine, 
horse and rabbit shows beginning in the morning and 
beef, dairy and the sheep lead and sheep costume shows 
in the afternoon. 

The show schedule fi nishes Sunday morning with the 
Showmanship Sweepstakes. A catered lunch is provided 
on Sunday by the DeKalb County 4-H Livestock Auction 

Committee followed 
by the 4-H Blue 
Ribbon Auction 
beginning at 1 p.m. 

Everyone is 
invited to see 4-H 
members show 
their livestock 
at the Sandwich 
Fairgrounds and also 
to support them at 
the DeKalb County 
4-H Blue Ribbon 
Auction on Sunday 
afternoon.

DeKalb County 4-H Fair
Aug. 3-5, 2018

Sandwich Fairgrounds

Schedule of Events
Friday, Aug. 3
Swine Check-In ......................................................................8-11 a.m.
Swine Weigh-In ......................................................................12 p.m.
Sheep & Goats Check-in ........................................................12:30 to 3 p.m.
Federation Food Stand Open ..................................................2:30 p.m.
Poultry Check-in .....................................................................2:30-3 p.m.
Silent Auction Begins .............................................................3 p.m.
Poultry Show – Swine Arena .................................................3:30 p.m.
Beef Check-In & Weigh-Ins ...................................................4-7 p.m. 
Goat Show – Sheep Barn ........................................................5 p.m.
Sheep Show – Sheep Barn  .....................................................7 p.m.
Lights Out for all Exhibitors on Grounds ...............................11 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 4
Breakfast by DeKalb Area Pork Producers ............................6:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Horse Show Check-in .............................................................7-7:30 a.m.
Swine Show - Main Show Arena ...........................................7:30 a.m.
Horse Show - Horse Arena .....................................................8 a.m.
Dairy Animals Check-in .........................................................8-10 a.m.
Rabbit Check-in – South Barn ................................................9:15 a.m.
Rabbit Show - South Barn ......................................................10 a.m.
Beef Show Heifers - Beef Arena ............................................11 a.m.
Bucket Calf Show – Beef Arena ............................................11 a.m. 
Lunch by DeKalb Area Lamb & Wool Producers .................11 a.m.
Beef Show Steers - Beef Arena ..............................................1 p.m.
Dairy Show – Grass Area .......................................................4 p.m.
Dinner by DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s Association.................5-8 p.m.
Sheep Lead & Sheep Costume Contest – Sheep Barn ...........6 p.m.
4-H Barn Dance ......................................................................8-10:30 p.m.
Lights Out For All Exhibitors on Grounds .............................11 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 5
Breakfast by Kishwaukee Dairy Herd 
 Improvement Association .................................................8-10 a.m.
Showmanship Sweepstakes – Swine Arena ...........................10 a.m.
Catered Lunch - Auction Committee .....................................11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Silent Auction Results ............................................................12:30 p.m.
4-H Blue Ribbon Livestock Auction - Beef Arena ................1 p.m.
Release of Livestock Exhibits ................................................At the completion
  of the Auction ■

Cost share for cover crops
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation 

District has cost share dollars available if you are 
planning to try cover crops for the fi rst time. Land 
within DeKalb County that has never had a cover crop 
applied is eligible for assistance. Contact Dean Johnson 

at the SWCD offi  ce 
if you’re interested in 
participating this year, 
815-756-3234, ext. 
9488. ■
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com

Dean Miller
Financial Representative in DeKalb

“My clients are like family and I want to take care of my  
  family first and foremost.”

Dean Miller is a COUNTRY Financial® representative with the 
DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency. He’s been working for COUNTRY 
for 20 years and is still learning something new every day. 

Dean grew up in Minnesota and attended Southwest Minnesota 
State University. Go Mustangs! When looking for a different job 
after college, Dean wanted a career where he could help people on 
a daily basis and something with upside potential, that’s when he 
chose COUNTRY Financial®. Since Dean’s been working here his 
favorite part of the job has been meeting new people, but he admits 
that sometimes he can be a little talkative, which is something he 
continues to work on every day.   

In Dean’s free time he enjoys fishing and annual snowmobile 
trips. It’s something he’s grown to love since going with his dad 
when he was a kid. He’s now carried on this tradition, you can 
guarantee that if Dean could be anywhere on a nice weekend it 
would be at the lake fishing with his son. After a long day of work 
many people would just go home and relax, not Dean though, when 
he gets home he likes to work on his yard by maintaining his garden 
and mowing the grass. He also enjoys going on motorcycle rides 
with his Harley during his free time.   

Dean was asked what he spends the most time thinking about, 
he responded, “How to make our world a better place starting 
right here with COUNTRY.” That is his number one goal and what 
motivates him on a daily basis. “My clients are like family and I 
want to take care of my family first and foremost.” Dean is truly a 
helpful person and a great representation of what it means to be an 

insurance agent. It’s never about yourself 
and always about the client, and that is 
what Dean chooses to live by every day.

Dean can provide customers with a wide 
variety of insurance and financial products 
and services. He serves customers from 
his COUNTRY Financial® office at 213 
East Locust Street, DeKalb with the 
assistance of his office assistant, Alison 
Taylor. His office phone number is 815- 
748-7064.

About the COUNTRY  
Financial® group 

The COUNTRY Financial group  
(www.countryfinancial.com) serves 
about one million households and 
businesses throughout the United States 
and offers a full range of financial 
products and services from auto, home, 
business, farm and life insurance to 
retirement planning services, investment 
management and annuities. ■

0817-155



To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

0817-500HC-65226-1/15/2018

#TakeSimpleSteps

Phil Hasz 
(815) 756-8026

Chris Patterson 
(815) 756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815) 748-7064

Curtis Burket 
(815) 786-2209

Kyle Groenhagen 
(815) 895-2005

Craig Popp 
(815) 756-9536

Gavin Wilson 
(815) 748-7064

Kathy Martin 
(815) 786-6584

Dan Howes 
(815) 756-9536

Mike Shipley 
(815) 756-9536

David Gingerich 
(815) 784-6688

Steve Klopfenstein  
(815) 824-2920



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


