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Seeds of Time
From DeKalb Ag to Monsanto to Bayer, the 

opportunities these seed companies have brought to the 
local area are signifi cant. And the historical tie to Farm 
Bureau is unique. It all started in 1912 with the DeKalb 
County Soil Improvement Association (later to take the 
name of DeKalb County Farm Bureau) and the business/
research arm that began in 1917 (DeKalb County 
Agricultural Association).

Many locals remember their summer corn detasseling 
days with DeKalb Ag and the summer income it 
provided. Like others, I still recollect some of those wet 
and muddy days in the hot corn fi elds. There was always 
talk about quitting, but our work ethic helped us endure 
the long days. And in the end, there were many life 
lessons learned in those corn fi elds.

For me, the seed corn connection goes even deeper. 
Besides detasseling, I was employed at the production 
plant in Waterman for several years. As I transitioned 
into farming and running a trucking business there were 
many loads of DEKALB seed that I either brought to 

On the cover: 
Troy Dukes, Renee Nowak 
& John Hardin, Bayer Site Leads

the farm or delivered to other farms and distributors 
throughout the Midwest. 

Working for “The Ag,” we were all like family and 
shared a common goal – providing a quality product for 
farmers.  

Over the years the names of the companies have 
changed, but the need to bring quality research and top 
products to grain farmers throughout the world still exists 
today.  

Please take time to read more about Bayer in this issue 
and the evolution of the seed business that all started, 
here, in DeKalb County. ■
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Calendar
MAY
May 2
Give DeKalb County
Consider giving to the 
Farm Bureau Foundation!

May 6
Wildlife Adventures
Photo show by Roger Kyler
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by April 30

May 7
Canadian Rockies Preview
of 2020 tour with Royal Travel
7 p.m.

May 18
Odyssey Chicago River Cruise
10 a.m. Depart from FB

May 27
Memorial Day Holiday
Farm Bureau offi ce closed

JUNE 
June 3
Apollo 11: 50th Anniversary
Neil Armstrong portrayal by
Terry Lynch
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by May 28

June 8
Household Hazardous Waste
DeKalb Municipal Airport
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture 
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting 
reservations contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 twitter.com/DCFBureau
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Grandpa’s Winged Ear
My grandfather planted all DEKALB seed corn back 

in the day. I’m reminded of him when I glance at his old 
Winged Ear seed corn sign that hangs in our farm offi  ce. 

Growing up, I remember seeing the seed bags with the 
wings on the ear of corn. I was fascinated by the unique 
design. The creative side of me liked the Winged Ear. 
This farm girl imagined ears of corn fl ying through fi elds.

 I didn’t question why ALL Grandpa’s bags were 
DEKALB seed. I later learned he stuck with that seed because of the friendship he 
maintained with the local farm dealer and obviously, he was also satisfi ed with the results. 

Grandpa didn’t know that someday I would be working for an organization that once 
was closely aligned to the seed company. He was just a kid when the DeKalb County Soil 
Improvement Association (Farm Bureau) was formed. The Association started a company 
called the DeKalb County Agricultural Association to produce better seeds. I can only 
imagine how he and other farmers embraced the new DEKALB cross-pollinated corn that 
improved their yields.

Besides Grandpa, I had other connections to the Winged Ear. In college one of my 
friends was from DeKalb and proudly displayed the fl ying ear in her room. When I landed 
my job with Farm Bureau, my apartment roommates worked for DeKalb Ag so the Winged 
Ear memorabilia found its way into our living space. 

Today, my son sells DEKALB seed and places the Winged Ear signs at the edge of fi elds, 
including some of our corn fi elds.

The Winged Ear is a unique part of the DEKALB brand. And while the company has 
changed in the last century the history lives on locally in the hearts, homes and corn fi elds 
of so many. ■

On Prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the corn kernel 

(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to win 
a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by May 17 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please include 
the page number and exact description of the 
location of the kernel on that page. You will 
also need to include your name, address and 
phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a drawing 
and one winner will be drawn to receive a 
$20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn kernel 
contest was Beverly Urban of DeKalb. The 
kernel was hidden on page 30 in the bottom 
photo of Cape Cod, inside the lamp post, of 
the March CONNECTIONS. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

It’s planting season! DeKalb 
County farmers are busy 
planting field corn and soybeans 
using modern technology. 

The first mechanical planters 
became popular in the 1940s 
but could only plant two rows at 
a time. Today’s modern planters 
are more efficient and typically 
plant 16 or 24 rows at a time.

Sources: Joiner History Room,  
JP Faivre Partnership

1975: 6-row planter plants 120 acres a day. 2019: 24-row planter plants 370 acres a day.

1943: 2-row planter plants 20 acres a day.

DeKalb County

JP Faivre Roger Faivre

Timely Planting
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Seed Treatments: Protection on the Seed
Farmers plant treated 
corn and soybean seeds 
to protect the seeds 
against early season 
pests and diseases.

Insect pests can harm 
crops in the early stages of 
emergence, by damaging 
young plants and by acting 
as vectors of viruses. Seed 
treatments can provide 
protection from these 
above-and below-ground 
insects.

Fungal diseases can stop 
the growth of an emerging 
seedling or harm the plant. 
Controlling these diseases 
helps with the development 
of a healthy root system – 
the basis for optimal crop 
establishment and yield 
production.

For most farmers, seed 
treatments have become 
a standard management 
practice to get seedlings off  to a good 
start and boost crop performance. 
With farmers planting earlier, there 
is a high risk for seedling injury with 
colder weather and wetter soils so 
seed treatment guards against these 
weather issues too.

Pink, Green, or Blue Seeds?
Each seed company has its own 

color of seed treatment. Some 
companies use a green color to 
pre-treat the seed with insecticide or 
fungicide. Another company may use 
a pink or blue color.

Companies coat seeds with these 
chemicals for planting purposes only 
and not for food or feed uses. In fact, 
protocols in place dictate that treated 
seed can only be used as seed. 

John Weberpal, Sycamore farmer, fi lls his planter with soybeans. Most farmers use seed treatments 
to get seedlings off to a good start and boost performance. 

The seed treatment is on the 
outside of the seed and lasts about a 
month. So the color goes away once 
the plant is well into the growth 
stage. The mature seeds which 
are harvested are your true golden 
kernels of corn and tan soybeans.

Seed treatments can be a more 
environmentally friendly way of 
using pesticides and insecticides, 
as the amounts of the products used 
can be very small and the chemicals 
are in the seed, not on the ground, 
on the plant or in the environment. 
The colorant of treated seeds is not 
appealing to birds as well. Treated 
seeds also minimize the exposure 
of chemicals to wildlife and are 
deemed more benefi cial to soil 
organisms.  ►

These soybeans were treated with 
insecticide and fungicide for planting 
purposes only and not for food or 
feed uses.
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Research shows soybean yields may be reduced 
by an average of 2.5 bushels per acre due to early 
season seed rots and seedling blights. Fungicide seed 
treatments help prevent these diseases.

Refuge-in-a-Bag
When Bt (Bacillis Thuringiensis) 

corn hit the market in 1996, that 
single gene that protects itself from 
the corn rootworm beetle, required 
the establishment of a 20% refuge. 
The refuge would help ensure that 
resistance would not occur.

Resistence will eventually happen 
(because insects are live creatures and 
evolve), but farmers can take steps 
to try to slow the process. One of the 
steps for Bt traits is to plant a refuge 
crop.  A refuge would be a non-Bt 
variety of corn planted in the same 
fi eld as the Bt corn. Basically, this 
allows some of the insects (like corn 
rootworm) to survive and produce 
off spring that are susceptible to Bt 
corn (they will die when they feed on 
the plants). 

Farmers 
who grew Bt 
corn then were 
required to plant 
20% of their 
fi eld in refuge. 
So they planted 
80% Bt corn 
and 20% non-Bt 
corn in a fi eld. 

Now we have 
Refuge-in-a-Bag 
(RIB), which 
means that the refuge seeds (non-Bt) 
are mixed with the Bt seeds. The 
RIB guarantees compliance with the 
refuge rules. In fact, the percent of 
refuge has been lowered to 5%. 

Planting a refuge presents 
resistance, and guards against 
losing valuable technology like the 
Bt varieties. Seed is an expensive 
investment for farmers, as they 
pay more for traited seeds, so they 
naturally want to protect their 
investment. 

Protecting Corn & Soybeans
Farmers understand how 

important it is to protect their 
crops from diseases, insects, and  
nematodes as well as moisture and 
nutrient stress. That’s where seed 
treatments help.

Seed treatments provide 
protection for a variety of diff erent 
diseases and pests.

Some of the common corn 
diseases are Fusarium and 
Pythium. Insects such as black 
cutworm, white grub and 
wireworm can devastate a crop. 
Nematodes like lance and lesion 
nematodes can be problematic. 

Some common soybean diseases 
are: Phytophthora and Pythium. 
Insects like bean leaf beetles and 
aphids are threats in soybean fi elds. 
Nematodes, such as the Soybean 
Cyst Nematode, have been a 
challenge for soybeans. ■

Refuge-in-a-Bag contains 5% refuge (non-
Bt seeds) with 95% Bt traited seeds. The 
refuge seed has the pink colorant while the 
traited seed has the bluish-green treatment.

This bag of seed corn was treated to ward off pests and diseases in 
the early stages of fi eld corn growth.
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Deanne Frieders

the

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

Planting Patience
Years ago, my mom received a 

coff ee mug as a gift. All the adults 
hooted and hollered over it like it was 
the funniest thing ever. On it, it read, 
“God, grant me patience and I want it 
right now!” 

As a kid without a care in the 
world, I didn’t understand why it 
was so hilarious. Then I became a 
farm wife and I have to say, a truer 
sentiment may never have been 
written. I’m not sure if it’s funny but 
it sure is true!

Let’s take our current situation on 
our farm here in Waterman. Planting 
season on the farm is headed into 
full swing and I say that completely 
tongue-in-cheek.

The idea of anything 
consistent is an anomaly on 
the farm. Our work requires 
patience and A LOT of it 
because truly, much of our 
schedule is out of our hands.

Work, stop, work, move 
fi elds. Work, stop, change the 
planter over from corn to beans. 
Change the planter back to corn.

We practice our patience as 
we monitor the soil conditions 
until they’re fi t for planting. 

If a planter breaks 
down while we’re planting 
and parts are on backorder, 
we’re stuck until the part 
comes in or we fi nd a 
workaround. These are the 
days when I wear my hat as 
parts runner. I’ve been known 
to throw the kids into the 
Suburban and head wherever 

the parts may be. Sometimes that’s 
hours away. If you have kids, you 
know that requires patience!

Work, stop. Work, stop. When 
we work, we work hard. We know 
conditions can change in a heartbeat. 
My husband always says when 
Mother Nature’s your boss, you don’t 
get to call the shots. Rain and storms 
can delay our progress. Even when 
the rain passes, fi elds may have wet 
spots that keep us from working in 
that particular area. 

Planting season is a lot more than fi ring 
up the tractor, drilling the seeds in the 
ground and sitting back to watch crops 
grow. Yes, it is a real exercise in patience 
and I’m willing to bet every farm and 
farmer has their own stories to share. 

Speaking of Mother Nature, here’s 
a tricky one… If we get too much 
rain, it may wash out our crops which 
requires replanting. Additional time, 
tractor hours and seed expense. 

On the other hand, if we don’t get 
enough rain, the soil becomes dense 
and hard and the seedlings can’t 
break through the soil and thrive.

Planting season is a lot more than 
fi ring up the tractor, drilling the 
seeds in the ground and sitting back 
to watch crops grow. Yes, it is a real 
exercise in patience and I’m willing 
to bet every farm and farmer has their 
own stories to share. 

Now if you’ll excuse me, I’m 
headed out to fi nd that coff ee mug. 
I’m gonna need it. ■
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What is THAT? PLANTER ROW MARKERS

Have you ever wondered how crop 
rows can be so perfectly straight and 

evenly-spaced? For most of today’s 
equipment, the answer can be spelled 

with just three letters: GPS. GPS  
(Global Positioning System) technology 

on farm machinery allow farmers 
to precisely plant crops and apply 

fertilizers and crop protectants.

Since the advent of mechanized crop production, farmers have needed a 
way to plant straight, even rows. Crooked rows are more diffi  cult to spray and 
harvest. Uneven rows that overlap or skip are an ineffi  cient use of seed. And 
frankly, crooked or uneven rows are obvious from the roadside and the source 
of friendly teasing among farmers.

Row markers are tools attached to row 
crop planters. A row marker is usually a 
folding arm operated with hydraulics. At 
the end of the arm is a round metal disk. 
As the planter is pulled through the fi eld, 
the arm is unfolded and extended so that 
the metal disk makes a continuous mark 
in the soil. This gives the farmer a line to 
follow with the front tractor tires during 
the next pass through the fi eld. 

Even with the availability of GPS, 
row markers are still found on many 
planters. The next time you see a 
planter, check to see if it has marker 
arms attached. If the planter is in use 
with the marker arms folded up, the 
farmer is likely using GPS guidance. ■
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Hummelo Stachys makes the list of perennial plants 
for 2019 due to its prolifi c blooms.

Imogen Rose is a popular and stunning English shrub rose.

Big Blue Salvia has towering purple fl owering spikes that grow to three feet.

Flower photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

Got a Gardening Question?
Submit your questions to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. or 
call the University of Illinois Extension Horticulture Help Desk at 
815-758-8194. The Desk is open for questions now to mid-October 
from 9 a.m. – Noon.
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

One of the fi rst landscaping 
trends for 2019 is designing a “low 
maintenance” garden by using 
perennial/native plants combined 
with easy care shrubs and trees.

Back by popular demand is “food 
production.” Every year, more and 
more families are producing their 
own fruits and vegetables in their 
home gardens. The new component 
this year is “giving back.” This 
involves producing more than 
just your family needs and having 
additional food supplies that can be 
donated to food banks and pantries.

“Staycation” is a fun new trend for 
families. This trend involves creating 
your own year-round vacation spot 
in your backyard. Suggestions for 
designing a great backyard vacation 
spot include an attractive outdoor 
area with many of your favorite, 
easy care plants. With an addition of 
comfortable furniture, appropriate 
lighting and a small outdoor kitchen, 
you are all set. You are now free of 
airport hassles, hotel scheduling and 
toting heavy luggage because you 

will be home enjoying your newly 
created “staycation.” Something to 
think about.

New plants for 2019
Every year there is an awesome 

number of new annual plants to select 
for your garden.

Dwarf sunfl ower ‘Busy Bee’ can 
be a cheerful new addition to your 
garden. It is a magnet for butterfl ies 
and bees during the growing season 
and supplies an autumn and winter 
feast for birds. 

The ‘Spellbound’ series of petunias 
will spread from 12-20” with large 
fl ower heads and fringed edges. It is 
outstanding for containers or in the 
front of the border.

There is a new entry for all of you 
that love to have a purple presence 
in your garden. Salvia ‘Big Blue’ 
has towering purple fl ower spikes 
that grow to three feet in full sun 
to dappled shade. This salvia is 
easy to grow and a generous host to 
butterfl ies, bees and hummingbirds.

Vinca ‘Orchid Halo’ comes in 
bright pink, burgundy and purple 
with white centers for a striking 
appearance. This heat and humidity 
tolerant plant was recognized by 
the All American Selections (AAS) 
annual judging committee.

The perennial plant for 2019 is 

stachys ‘Hummelo’. Though not a 
new variety, ‘Hummelo’ has been 
a popular plant for many years due 
to its prolifi c blooms starting in 
June and continuing on through the 
summer months. It is 18-24” and has 
tiny, rose/lavender fl owers. It is a 
good plant for the front of the border 
and has real impact when displayed in 
a mass planting. 

A rose getting a lot of attention this 
year is ‘Imogen’, an English shrub 
rose. It is a delicate yellow and has 
contrasting dark green foliage.  It is 
from the David Austin line of roses 
and has been described as a stunner. It 
is hardy to Zone 5.

In the world of shrubs, many of 
the most admired shrub varieties are 
being re-invented in dwarf form. 
These newer, petite forms have the 
fl exibility to be grown in the ground 
or in containers. Varieties to take 
a look at include Butterfl y Bush 
‘Pubster’, Weigela ‘Spilled Wine’ and 
Hydrangea ‘Little Lime’.

Each year, our gardens are diff erent 
from previous years. Gardens evolve 
as new plants are added to old time 
favorites. Winter is over. It is time to 
enjoy your 2019 gardening season. ■

Springtime in the Garden 
As gardeners, we have been patiently or perhaps not so patiently waiting for 
April and May and the beginning of the gardening season. We look forward 
to enjoying some of our old garden favorites but will also be interested in 
exploring new gardening trends and the new plants for this year. 

Every year there is an awesome 
number of new annual plants to 
select for your garden.
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Bill Deutsch is a fi fth generation dairy and grain farmer. 
He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat and 
alfalfa. Bill and his wife reside on the family farm in 
rural Sycamore.

Q: What happens in the spring on your dairy/grain farm? 
Are the crops you plant used to feed your dairy cows?

A: Springtime is when we put cows on pasture and when 
we plant our crops – alfalfa and fi eld corn – which is 
fed to our cows.

This time of year, in April and early May, our dairy farm 
transitions from winter to spring. I love this time of the year: trees 
bud, the grass turns green, life starts new for all plants. Winter 
wheat and alfalfa comes out of dormancy, providing they haven’t 
had any winterkill. 

It’s also time to start planting crops such as new alfalfa and 
grass seeding to feed the heifers and cows. Soon we will be in full 
swing of corn and soybean planting. 

On the home farm, where we raise dairy, we will use about 
100 acres of the fi eld corn planted to feed our 150 cows. We use 
the corn for corn silage, which is chopping the entire plant and 
allowing it to ferment in a silo. The corn variety we choose for 
corn silage is tall and is highly digestible for feed; this gives us the 
most tons per acre and the most milk per ton fed. Highly digestible 
corn is corn that breaks down in the cow’s rumen stomach easily.

In the spring we do maintenance on pasture fence and make sure 
everything is ready for the cows to go out to pasture. Waterers and 
electric fence need to be checked to make sure they’re working 
properly. We have a small road going to the diff erent pastures that 
we need to maintain – we will have to add ag lime to fi ll in any 
holes and eliminate mud. 

It’s always enjoyable to watch the cows the fi rst day we turn 
them out on pasture. They run around frolicking in the pasture. 
When the cows are on pasture it does ease our work load since 
we don’t have to bed the cows as much in the barns and milking 
is done with one large group rather than from multiple barns. The 
extra time gained is well appreciated since I spend many work 
hours in the tractor planting. 

Before we start planting, the equipment needs to be ready to 
go. New planter chains are added to the row units, and insecticide 
boxes and planter meter units have all been calibrated. The soil 
fi nisher has new sweeps, and GPS guidance units have been 
updated. The tractors have had all their maintenance done and the 
equipment is greased and ready to go so we’re just waiting for the 
soil to warm up to the right temperature.

If the weather cooperates and it is a perfect 
spring we will be done planting by the middle 
of May. Then we will have time to start on our 
fi rst cutting of hay. If weather does not cooperate 
we need to juggle things to get the fi rst cutting 
of hay made in a timely manner so we have 
optimum protein in the hay. 

Dairy farming is a year-round job but in the 
spring and the fall there’s extra fi eldwork to do. 
And every year is a new challenge – that’s what 
makes farming and dairying enjoyable. ■

Got a question 
for a farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 

We will share questions with our local farmers 
and publish their answers 

as space allows in upcoming 
issues of CONNECTIONS.
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FARM & FOOD
What is glyphosate?

It is a herbicide also known 
by the trade name Roundup that 
is commonly used on farms and 
lawns to control weeds. 

Should I be concerned about 
glyphosate in my cereal?

No major international 
regulatory body considers 
glyphosate a health risk. The 
International Agency for 
Research on Cancer considers a risk to measure the probability that a health 
problem could occur, taking into account the level of exposure. 

Science is getting better at detecting smaller quantities, such as one part per 
billion which is equivalent to one second in 32 years. The fact we can detect 
glyphosate at parts per billion has zero signifi cance to health. For example, it 
would not be possible for a person to eat enough bread, drink enough beer or 
eat enough oatmeal in a day to come close to the acceptable daily intake of 
glyphosate. In the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
sets safety standards for chemicals used on farms.

The EPA conducts extensive safety tests, which are used to set the maximum 
level of chemical residues that food can contain and still be safe. On top of that, 
the EPA sets a safety margin by setting allowable residues at 100 to 1,000 times 
lower than the level that is considered hazardous. 

Why do farmers use glyphosate?
Farmers use glyphosate to control weeds in a sustainable way. In years past 

farmers relied on tillage to control weeds but this led to extensive soil loss by 
wind and water erosion. No-till agriculture using herbicides to control weeds 
helps improve the organic content of the soil as well as help preserve the soil 
for future generations.  

Glyphosate in my cereal?

Glyphosate is low toxicity and 
degrades completely into non-toxic 
compounds. This is not the case 
for some of the older herbicides 
that glyphosate replaced. Because 
glyphosate is more eff ective than 
most other herbicides it allows the 
farmer to use less in the production 
cycle.

Glyphosate Facts
• Glyphosate was subject to 

rigorous scientifi c review when it 
was fi rst registered and has been 
re-evaluated multiple times since 
then. Health and environmental 
risks are considered acceptable if 
there is reasonable certainty that 
no harm to human health, future 
generations or the environment 
will result from exposure to or 
use of the pesticide, based on its 
conditions or proposed conditions 
of registration.

• The presence trace amounts of 
herbicides in food, like glyphosate 
that have passed rigorous scientifi c 
view, is not signifi cant enough to 
pose a risk to the public. 

• Glyphosate is used to control 
weeds and it has been extensively 
tested for safety. 

• Glyphosate has been detected 
in very small amounts in foods. 
Those trace amounts are below the 
amount determined to be safe by 
regulatory bodies and do not pose a 
health risk. ■
Sources: Best Food Facts; Wayne Parrott, 

PhD, William Vencill, PhD, Plant Breeding 
& Genomics, University of Georgia; 

Robert Wager, biochemistry and molecular 
biology, Vancouver Island University.

Glyphosate in Food
Amount allowed in grains by EPA 30 ppm

Cheerios 1.125 ppm

Honey Nut Cheerios 0.670 ppm

Wheaties 0.0312 ppm

Trix 0.0099 ppm

Gluten Free Bunny 0.05513 ppm

Amount allowed in corn by EPA 0.1 ppm

Cornfl akes 0.0789 ppm
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FARM COUNTRY

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors recently elected 
offi  cers of the Farm Bureau Executive 
Committee.

Serving in Farm Bureau leadership 
are: President Mark Tuttle, Vice 
President Phil Montgomery, Secretary 
Roy Plote, and Treasurer Steve 
Drendel.

Here’s a brief profi le of the 
leadership team highlighting their 
Farm Bureau and farming roles.

Mark Tuttle – This is Mark 
Tuttle’s eighth year as president 
of the county Farm Bureau. He 
represents the county Farm Bureau 
at local, state and national meetings 
and has served in various leadership 
capacities. He is the 15th president of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau and 
is in his 18th year as a director of the 
organization. 

The fourth generation Somonauk 
farmer raises corn, soybeans, wheat, 
sweet corn, and peas. He also has a 
trucking business. 

Mark has three adult daughters and 
two sons, Katherine, Elaine, Paula, 
Nelsen and Eric. 

(From left) Farm Bureau’s Executive Committee - Steve Drendel, treasurer; 
Phil Montgomery, vice president; Mark Tuttle, president; and Roy Plote, secretary.

Phil Montgomery – Elected as 
Farm Bureau’s new vice president 
is Phil Montgomery. Phil has been a 
Farm Bureau director for 13 years. 

A Kirkland farmer, Phil also works 
for COUNTRY Financial as a crop 
adjustor in northern Illinois, and 
custom applies manure for Boehne 
Farms. 

He and his wife, Amanda, reside in 
rural Kirkland. 

Roy Plote – Serving his 10th year 
as secretary, Roy Plote has been a 
member of the Executive Committee 
for as many years. He has been a 
Farm Bureau director for 17 years.

Roy and his brother, Lester, farm 
in rural Leland. They grow corn, 
soybeans, wheat and hay, and also 
raise beef cattle as sixth generation 
farmers. Roy also is a commodity 
broker.

He and his wife, Janet, have two 
sons, Ethan and Avery.

Steve Drendel – This is Steve 
Drendel’s 11th year serving as Farm 
Bureau’s treasurer and a member of 
the Executive Committee. He has 
been a Farm Bureau director for 19 
years.

The Shabbona grain farmer raises 
corn and soybeans and is a sixth 
generation family farmer. Steve also 
has a farm drainage tile business.

He and his wife, Vickie, have four 
adult children, David, Megan, Kate 
and Kevin. ■

Leaders in DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Meet the 2019 Farm Bureau leadership team.

Kishwaukee College Community Education (CE) is off ering two non-
credit Precision Agriculture classes this summer. The classes will utilize both 
classroom and outdoor lab components to provide persons with an introductory 
look at the fundamentals of precision agriculture.  

CE Precision Agriculture 1: June 18 - July 11, Tuesday/Thursday, 6 - 8 p.m.
Learn the benefi ts of precision agriculture, examine the use of Global 

Positioning Systems (GPS) and become familiar with the equipment and 
techniques used to map. The class will also cover how to map boundaries, 
points and fl ags. ($150)

CE Precision Agriculture 2: July 16 - August 8, Tuesday/Thursday, 6 - 8 p.m.
Learn to use a Geographic Information System (GIS), import data, create 

a grid over existing map data, and analyze data to create a Variable Rate 
Application (VRA) prescription. ($150)

Space is limited. Classes will be instructed by Reynold Alde. 
For more information or to register, contact Melissa Gallagher, Coordinator of 

Business Development, at mgallagher1@kish.edu or 815-825-9466. ■

Precision Ag classes offered at Kish College
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FARM COUNTRY

During National Agriculture Week, 
March 10-16, the newest bundles of 
joy were presented with gift baskets 
at Kishwaukee and Valley West 
Hospitals of Northwestern Medicine. 
The baskets were compliments 
of local farmers and agricultural 
organizations.

The gift baskets explained to 
families how important agriculture 
is to their everyday lives. In a few 
years their baby will understand the 
connection between farming, food 
and fi ber.

Gift baskets were fi lled with 
products which originate on the farm 
or are representative of production 
agriculture. The ag basket contents 
included: baby wipes and bath wash 
(glycerin), a bib (soybeans), corn 
snacks (corn), board books and 
ag magazines (corn starch, wood 
pulp),  “onesie” (cotton), meat gift 
certifi cates (beef & pork), oatmeal 
cereal (oats), ice cream gift card 
(dairy), corn-shaped teether (fi eld 
corn), barn-shaped and tractor-shaped 
stress relievers (barns & tractors) and 
pig/cow stuff ed animal (livestock).

Mollie Habbe (right) shows some of the ag basket items to (left) Kevin and Haley Weber 
and their newborn baby Jay at Kishwaukee Hospital. Jay was born during National 
Agriculture Week, on March 14. The Webers of Sycamore were one of 20 families that 
received ag baskets from local farmers like Mollie, a sheep producer and president of the 
DeKalb County Lamb & Wool Producers.

Baskets fi lled with books, barns for babies
Newborns welcomed with gift baskets from local farmers.

Sponsors of the Ag Week Baby 
Baskets included: DeKalb Area Pork 
Producers, DeKalb County Corn & 
Soybean Growers, DeKalb County 

Lamb & Wool Producers, DeKalb-Kane 
Cattlemen’s Association, Kishwaukee 
Dairy Herd Improvement Association 
and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■

Smithsonian Exhibit at new County History Center
The DeKalb County History Center 

is partnering with the Smithsonian’s 
Museum on Main Street program, 
in cooperation with the Illinois 
Humanities, to host “Crossroads: 
Change in Rural America.” The 
exhibit will be in Sycamore for six 
weeks only and runs from May 11 to 
June 22. 

The DeKalb County History Center 
is the only stop for the “Crossroads” 
exhibit in Northern Illinois. This 
exhibit examines how rural American 
communities changed in the 20th 
century. 

Not only will visitors enjoy a 
Smithsonian exhibit, they will also 

have the opportunity to check out the 
History Center’s brand-new facility. 
The new space will include a 1,200 
square foot exhibit space, the Joiner 
History Room, multi-purpose room, 
and a large area for collection storage. 

For more information about 
the DeKalb County History 
Center, related programs, or the 
exhibit call 815-895-5762 or visit 
DekalbCountyHistory.org. The 
Center is located at 1730 North Main 
Street, north of downtown Sycamore 
on Rt. 23. Admission is free for 
members and children under 14, 
adults are $5 ($4 for groups of ten or 
more). Parking is free. ■
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Last year’s corn yield potential 
was limited in local fi elds.

The 2018 growing season began 
with frequent May and June rains. 
While rainfall totals for May and June 
were 6.5” and 7” respectively, most 
of DeKalb County received rainfall 
on 11 days in May and 12 days in 
June. 

Many acres in DeKalb County 
were replanted only to be drowned 
out again. The excess precipitation 
limited the potential for corn yields.

In spite of the wet spring, most of 
the corn looked exceptional in July 
and high yield expectations remained. 
In August, much of the corn in the 
county was hit with tar spot, a plant 
disease that we have not experienced 
before. Tar spot accelerated maturity 
and had a signifi cant impact on corn 
yields.

The average corn yield for 
DeKalb County Farm Business 
Farm Management (FBFM) was 
204 bushels per acre while the 
NASS-USDA average for DeKalb 

Corn yields succumb 
to wet spring, tar spot

Scott Newport, Farm Business Farm Management Specialist

County was 190 bushels. In spite of 
a wet spring and tar spot, the DeKalb 
County FBFM corn yield was the 
fourth highest on record. 

DeKalb County soybean yields 
were 68 and 62 bushels for FBFM 
and NASS-USDA averages, 
respectively. 

DeKalb County wheat yields were 
78 and 81 bushels for FBFM and 
NASS-USDA averages, respectively. 

Due to the acceleration of corn 
maturity, a large percentage of 
corn was harvested in September.  
However, wet weather in late 
September and early October 
delayed harvest for soybeans and the 
remaining corn. 

Weaker stalk quality and 
high winds in the western and 
northwestern parts of DeKalb County 
resulted in down corn. Harvest losses 
and further delays were common in 
those areas.

The drop in corn yields did 
not prevent farm earnings from 
rebounding in 2018. Higher soybean 
yields and better opportunities for 

forward pricing in the spring pushed 
crop returns higher. Labor and 
Management Income increased to 
$47,317 for DeKalb County FBFM 
farms in 2018. These earnings were 
negatively impacted by weaker 
livestock returns.

Crop input costs among Northern 
Illinois FBFM farms were largely 
unchanged in 2018 at $235 per acre.  

Following losses for livestock 
farms in 2015 and 2016, and a slight 
rebound in 2017 for beef and hog 
farms, livestock returns were lower 
again in 2018. 

Dairy farm incomes remained quite 
low in 2018 as milk prices remained 
below break-even levels. The number 
of dairy farms continued to decline in 
the Midwest.

In spite of record crop yields in 
many areas, grain prices remained 
remarkably stable in 2018. This 
refl ects strength in the global demand 
for feed grains and oilseeds and 
particularly protein.  

Unless grain prices move sharply 
higher, crop yields in 2019 will have 
to be near record levels again in order 
to avoid a drop in earnings. Fertility 
costs have increased sharply for 2019 
and other input costs are higher as 
well. ■

FARM COUNTRY

DeKalb County Farm Data – 2018
 FBFM USDA
Corn ......................... 204 bu. ................190 bu.
Soybeans ................... 68 bu. ..................62 bu.
Wheat ........................ 78 bu. ..................81 bu.

Ave. Farm Size ........1,334 acres
Crop Returns ...........$778/acre

Sources: DeKalb County FBFM (based on 140,000 acres), Illinois FBFM, US Department of Agriculture Ag Statistics
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Today, children are several 
generations removed from the farm. 
Their only connection to farming 
may be through the food which they 
consume. 

Farm Bureau’s mission is to 
connect children and adults to 
agriculture with accurate, up-to-date 
information about food production 
and farming practices. 

Give DeKalb County is an 
opportunity to support the DeKalb 

A Day of Giving
Give to the Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture!

County Farm Bureau Foundation 
through a 24-hour fundraising event 
with local nonprofits. Your donation 
can go towards Ag in the Classroom 
supplies, teacher resources, combine 
rides, student farm field trips, student 
scholarships or other worthwhile 
local programs! 

On May 2 consider a donation to 
the Farm Bureau Foundation. Visit 
www.GiveDeKalbCounty.org to 
donate online or stop by the DeKalb 

County Community Foundation to 
give in person.

Your support helps the community 
connect to agriculture. ■

$25
PLANT – Ag in the 

Classroom Supplies

$50
NURTURE – Teacher

Resources

$75
GROW – Combine
Rides for Families

$100
CULTIVATE – Student 

Farm Field Trips

$200
HARVEST – Student 

Scholarships
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for Spring Planting
by Deanne Frieders

Field meal ideas are for those 
who are of the “keep on moving” 
mindset during planting. Farmers 
need a tractor meal!

Greek Chicken Salad Wraps  6 servings

Ingredients
1 cup cucumber, seeded and diced ¼ tsp pepper
1 ½ cups Greek yogurt ¼ red onion, diced
½ cup sour cream ¼ cup pitted Kalamata olives
1 tsp minced garlic 2-3 cups cooked boneless
1 tsp dried dill    skinless chicken breast, chopped
½ tsp salt 6 sandwich wraps such as Flatout brand

Instructions
Combine cucumber, yogurt, sour cream, garlic, dill, salt and pepper in a large bowl. Stir to 
combine ingredients well. Gently fold in onion, olives and chicken. Refrigerate for at least 
an hour. Serve as a sandwich wrap, or for a low carb version serve in lettuce leaves.

Mediterranean Chopped Salad  4 servings

Ingredients
1 cup grape tomatoes ¼ cup Kalamata olives
2 cups cucumber, chopped 2 T olive oil
2 cans can chickpeas, rinsed and drained 3 T red wine vinegar
¼ red onion diced 1 tsp dried oregano
  ½ cup crumbled feta cheese

Instructions
1. In a large bowl, combine all ingredients except feta cheese. Stir gently to combine. 

Refrigerate for one hour, or until ready to serve.
2. At serving time, add crumbled feta cheese and gently stir to combine.

Mom’s Apple Slab Pie  24 servings

Ingredients
3 packages ready to use pie crust (each containing 2 for 6 total)

Filling: Glaze:
14 cup sliced peeled tart apples 2 tsp cinnamon ½  c. powdered sugar
4 tsp lemon juice ¼ tsp salt 1 T water
1 tsp vanilla 3 T butter 1/8 tsp vanilla
3/4 cup sugar 2 T milk 
3/4 cup brown sugar

Instructions
1. Roll 2 sheets of pie dough to fi ll the bottom of a 15 x 10 x 1 baking pan. Use pieces of 

third crust to patch in areas as necessary. 
2. Mix apples, lemon juice, and vanilla. Pour half of apple mixture into pan. 
3. Combine sugars, cinnamon and salt. Top fi rst half of apples. Add remainder of apple 

mixture, cover with remaining sugar mixture and dot with butter. 
4. Roll out remaining crust and cover apple mixture. Seal edges. Brush with milk. 
5. Bake at 375 degrees for 60-70 minutes or until golden brown. 
6. Cool for 10 minutes. Combine glaze ingredients and drizzle. ■

To see more of Deanne’s 
Handheld Eats recipes go 
to thisfarmgirlcooks.com
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FAMILY HEALTH

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Flatbread with White Bean Puree 
and Asparagus Ribbons
Adapted from “Love and Lemons” Jeanine Donofrio

White Bean Puree (or use store-bought hummus)

1 ½ cup cooked cannellini beans, 
drained and rinsed (1 – 15 ounce can)

2 T olive oil
3 T fresh lemon juice
1 small garlic clove or 2 garlic scapes chopped 
Sea salt and fresh ground black pepper

Flatbread
4 pieces pita bread or naan bread
Olive oil for drizzling
1 bunch of asparagus, tough ends removed
½ tsp. fresh lemon juice
¼ cup crumbled feta cheese (optional)
Small bunch of fresh mint
¼ cup toasted pine nuts or sunfl ower seed 

kernels or toasted chopped cashews
¼ tsp. lemon zest
Pinch of red pepper fl akes
Sea salt and fresh ground black pepper

Spring conjures up thoughts of warmer weather and asparagus. 
Asparagus is a versatile and nutritious vegetable that can be cooked a 
variety of ways.

About Asparagus
• Varieties include green, purplish or purple green, or European White.
• Treat asparagus like fl owers, trimming the ends.
• Store stalks upright in water or wrap ends with wet paper towel or damp 

tea towel and cover loosely with plastic. Store in refrigerator up to 2 
weeks.

• To prepare for serving, rinse under cold water. Peel stem with a sharp 
knife instead of breaking off  the tough base. Start at the stem and peel 
more shallow as you go up the stem. Stop peeling 3 to 4 inches from 
the crown.

Cooking Asparagus
Roasting
• Prepare asparagus stems as described above.
• Preheat oven to 425o and line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
• Very lightly coat asparagus with olive oil and lay out in single layer on 

the sheet. Very lightly sprinkle with sea salt.
• Roast, starting out at 6 minutes and check – you want the asparagus to 

glisten and just start to tenderize – then pull from oven and let fi nish 
cooking on the baking sheet.

Steeping
• Place a large braising pan with a very small amount of water and pinch 

of salt on high; the water will just cover the bottom of the pan.  

1. Make white bean puree 
in food processor by 
combining beans, oil, 
lemon juice, garlic and a 
few pinches of sea salt 
and a few twists of black 
peppercorns.

2. Puree until smooth, 
adjust fl avors.

3. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Place bread on large rimmed baking sheet and drizzle 
with olive oil. Bake for 10 minutes or until toasted and golden brown.

4. Use a peeler to shave the asparagus into ribbons. In bowl toss ribbons, drizzle of 
olive oil, lemon juice and pinches of salt and pepper.

5. Spread puree onto fl atbreads, top each with asparagus ribbons, cheese, mint, nuts, 
zest and red pepper fl akes. ■

Asparagus Season

• When water is hot, add asparagus to the 
pan and spread evenly across – place lid on 
and leave the heat on high.

• When water is gone, the asparagus is 
perfectly tender – remove immediately 
from heat.
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Orville Olson spent his entire life 
doing what he knew best, farming. 
He lived and loved the farm life for a 
century. 

Orville was born on the family 
farm, which dates back to 1889, 
located on the north edge of Cortland. 
His grandparents and parents moved 
here from Blekinge, Sweden. When 
they immigrated here, the Olson’s 
helped establish the Swedish 
community in Sycamore.

In his younger years, Orville 
developed a special bond with his 
American Cream draft horses that 
he guided to work the farm ground. 
Then, when tractors became the 
workhorses on farms, he developed a 
fondness for his tractors which tilled 
the soils. The Graham Bradley tractor 
and his IH Farmall 560 tractor were 
his favorites.

The third generation farmer milked 
Holstein cows by hand and later 
with automated milking units for 
many years. Before school, he would 
deliver milk to Borden’s creamery 
in Sycamore, by horse and wagon. 
Besides dairy, the family raised hogs 
and chickens, too.

Orville grew a variety of crops in 
the 1930s and 1940s – hemp, fl ax, 
wheat, oats, alfalfa and corn – and 
then transitioned into all corn and 
soybeans in the 1950s. 

“Dad was a hard worker,” said 
Andra Olson, his daughter. “And he 
was particular in the way he farmed.” 
She recalls walking beans with her 
two brothers, Owen and Gail, and 
specifi c instructions on “how to hoe 
and pull weeds” under advisement of 
her father. As track athletes, the Olson 

Orville’s 
Legacy
Ag Scholarship established 
as a tribute to lifelong farmer.

children would race to the end of the 
bean fi eld to see who would fi nish 
fi rst. Only to be lectured by their 
father about missed weeds and then 
begrudgingly having to double back 
and get the missed weeds.

“We were expected to pull our own 

weight on the farm and then help Mom 
(Elaine) with cooking and household 
chores,” explained Andra. She and 
her brothers helped with most farm 
chores and were rewarded with trips 
to Wrigley Field to watch the Cubs. 
Orville was a die-hard Cubs fan. ►

At 100 years, Orville Olson drove his IH Farmall 560 tractor in the Waterman Summerfest 
Tractor Parade in July of 2016. He stands up as he’s introduced in the parade. Orville 
also was known to drive his tractor into Cortland to fi ll it up with gas.
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Looking back on their farm years, 
the siblings admired their father. “All 
of us feel the same way. He was an 
awesome father and role model,” said 
Gail. 

When Orville wasn’t farming he 

was passionate about church and 
family activities. He was a long-time 
member at Salem Lutheran Church, 
Sycamore. He supported his children 
when they were involved in 4-H and 
Boy Scouts. He was a former athlete, 
himself, so he was on the sidelines 
watching his children do quite well 
in high school track and fi eld events 
(state winners), basketball (Sycamore 
MVP) and baseball.

Owen remembers his father for 
“his sense of humor.” Orville liked 
to pull a few pranks now and then, 
at the expense of his family and 
friends. Later in life he enjoyed some 
laughs with his coff ee shop friends 
and started OE (Orville and Elaine) 
International, an imaginary marketing 
club for betting on the stock market. 

When Orville turned 100 the family 
celebrated with him. Then a few 
months short of his 101st birthday he 
passed away. “He lived a good life 
and we loved having him here that 
long. We learned so much from him,” 
said Andra.

To pay tribute to their father, the 
Olsons had a farm-themed funeral. 
Friends drove tractors from Salem 

Lutheran Church to Ellwood 
Cemetery to honor Orville’s love 
of farming. A year earlier Orville 
had driven his IH Farmall 560 in 
the Waterman Summerfest Tractor 
Parade. That same tractor led his 
funeral procession. 

 Upon his death, Andra, Owen 
and Gail established the Orville A. 
Olson Agriculture Scholarship with 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation to benefi t college students 
pursuing agricultural careers. The fi rst 
scholarship will be awarded this fall.

“Dad would be extremely proud 
that we started a scholarship in his 
name,” said Andra. “He liked helping 
people, especially young people.”

The scholarship continues Orville’s 
legacy, supported by his family 
members: Andra of Cortland, Owen 
(Teri) of Waxahachie, TX, and Gail 
of Raleigh, NC, eight grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren, his 
wife Wilda, step-children and step-
grandchildren.

Orville was a DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau member for 71 years. ■

Orville Olson was passionate about 
farming, church, family and his 
community. Many remember him for his 
gentle spirit and sense of humor. 

(From left) Gail, Owen, and Andra Olson started a new scholarship with the Farm Bureau Foundation 
to pay tribute to their father, Orville Olson. The college scholarship will benefi t students majoring in 
agriculture starting this fall.

“Dad would be extremely 

proud that we started a 

scholarship in his name. 

He liked helping people, 

especially young people.”

Andra Olson
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SCHOLARSHIPS

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation congratulates local 
high school seniors who received 
this year’s Senior Scholarships. A 
committee of Farm Bureau members 
made the selection of scholarship 

Senior Scholarships awarded to students
Ten high school seniors were selected for Farm Bureau scholarships.

Dayton Ward
Sycamore High School
Xavier University, OH

Healthcare Administration

Emily Grayburn
Sycamore High School

University of Illinois 
Interdisciplinary Health 

Sciences

Seth Harbecke
Sycamore High School
Iowa State University

Agricultural Biochemistry

Keith Herrmann
Hinckley-Big Rock High School

Iowa State University
Agricultural Business

Sophia McComb
Sycamore High School

Carlton College, MN
Biology/Bioinformatics

Avery Plote
Leland High School
University of Illinois 

Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering

Danna Sanderson
Marquette Academy
University of Illinois 

Advertising

Mindy Smits
Sycamore High School

University of Wisconsin – 
Platteville

Agriculture Education

Katherine Steimel
Lake Forest Academy
Emory University, GA

Medicine

Brooke Wackerlin
Indian Creek High School
University of Wisconsin – 

Platteville
Pre-Pharmacy/Animal 

Science

recipients based on academics, 
leadership and community service. 

Each of the students will be 
honored with the scholarship at their 
school’s awards program. The $1,200 
scholarship will assist with college 
education expenses. 

Students receiving the scholarship 
are featured with a listing of their 
high school, college choice and 
major. Farm Bureau salutes these 
college-bound students of Farm 
Bureau families. ■

“I am so excited and honored to be selected for a scholarship 
this year, and appreciate all of the opportunities the Farm Bureau 
has given me throughout the years to grow in my passion.”

Sophia McComb
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Ag Discipline Scholarship
College juniors or seniors 

enrolled in an agriculture-related 
degree program may apply for the 
Ag Discipline Scholarship. Four 
scholarships will be awarded with a 
value of $1,200 each.

Those college juniors who received 
the scholarship last year may reapply 
for the same scholarship for their 
senior year, providing they meet the 
program requirements.

Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarship
This scholarship is given in 

memory of Arden and Dorothy Baie, 
long-time members of the Farm 
Bureau. The Baies shared a passion 
for their farming lifestyle and a 
commitment to higher education.

College Scholarships due in June
Now is the time to apply for Farm Bureau Foundation College Scholarships!

The Arden and Dorothy Baie 
Scholarship is available to college 
juniors and seniors pursuing any 
fi eld of study. Two, $1,200 Baie 
Scholarships will be awarded to 
deserving students.

Medical Scholarship
The Medical Scholarship 

program provides funds for students 
pursuing a degree with a medical 
discipline. The $2,000 scholarship 
is available to students studying to 
become physicians, veterinarians, 
optometrists, nurses, dentists, 
physical therapists, pharmacists or 
other medical-related professions.

To be eligible, a student must 
currently be in medical school, 
accepted to a medical school or a 
four-year nursing program. 

Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship
This new scholarship was 

established in memory of Orville 
A. Olson, a life–time farmer and 
Farm Bureau member. The Olson 

scholarship is available to college 
juniors and seniors majoring in an 
agriculture-related degree and seeking 
a career in a fi eld of agriculture. 
One $1,200 ag scholarship will be 
awarded. 

Robert Morley Science Scholarship
The Morley Science Scholarship 

provides scholarships to students 
in science-based curriculums. The 
scholarship was established in 
memory of Robert Morley, a former 
DeKalb science teacher.

The $1,200 scholarship is for 
juniors and seniors in college with 
science-related majors.

The general evaluation criteria for 
all of the Farm Bureau scholarships 
include: academic performance, 
participation in school, community 
activities, and job experience. 

Applications must be submitted 
online. Completed applications are 
due by Friday, June 14. ■

Dayna Anderson teaches agriculture classes at Somonauk High School and is one of 
the advisors for the Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich FFA Chapter. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural education with a technology emphasis from the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville in December, 2018. Dayna received Farm Bureau’s Ag Discipline 
Scholarships during her college years.

“The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Scholarships 
helped me pursue my education while staying 
involved in activities outside the classroom. Having 
support from my community fueled my passion for 
agriculture. I now recommend these scholarships 
to my students as a high school educator.”

Donations sought for 
DeKalb Ag Scholarship 

Help carry on the namesake of 
DeKalb Ag with the establishment of 
a college scholarship.

Farm Bureau is asking persons to 
donate to this college scholarship 
fund (started by the DeKalb Ag 
Alumni Association) with a goal 
of reaching $30,000 and aligning 
with other named endowed 
scholarships. Ultimately, one DeKalb 
Ag Scholarship would be granted 
annually. 

Tax deductible donations are 
currently being accepted at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation. 

Contact Mariam Wassmann, 
Foundation Administrator, to discuss 
scholarship donations, 815-756-6361. ■

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation off ers the following college 
scholarships – Ag Discipline, Arden & Dorothy Baie, Medical, Orville A. Olson 
Ag, and Robert Morley Science scholarships.

Applications for these scholarships are available on the Foundation website: 
www.PlantALegacy.org.  

To qualify, students or their parents must be Farm Bureau members in good 
standing since Jan. 1, 2017. Those students applying who are 22 years or older 
must have their own Farm Bureau membership.
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More than a century ago the DeKalb County Agricultural Association made its mark 
in our county, the legendary company which developed DEKALB hybrid seed corn. 

The rich history of the DEKALB brand continues today with the Bayer Company. Bayer 
maintains the local legacy with its research, production and seed technology facilities based 
in Waterman. 

In a closer look at the company history, from traditions to transitions, we fi nd the seed 
business footprint perseveres. ►
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“The Waterman Production Site is part 
of the legacy of the DEKALB Brand.  
This legacy has been honored with 
each change in company ownership, 
continuing now with Bayer. We believe 
it’s important to keep the brand 
represented in DeKalb County.”

Troy Dukes, Production Site Lead

The DeKalb Ag Tradition
DeKalb Ag’s early beginnings 

are tied to the DeKalb County 
Soil Improvement Association. A 
forward-thinking group of farmers, 
bankers and businessmen formed the 
Association in 1912 to improve soils 
and the quality of seeds for farmers. 

A few years later, in 1917, the Soil 
Improvement Association established 
the DeKalb County Agricultural 
Association (DeKalb Ag), a business 
entity for developing better seeds. The 
Soil Improvement Association, which 
became the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau, concentrated on educating farmers in the early days of the organization 
while DeKalb Ag turned attention to the development of hybrid corn.  

At the height of the company’s success, DeKalb Ag was a large employer in 
the county with people based in their main offi  ce and seed technology lab on 
Bethany Road, DeKalb, at other offi  ces in DeKalb and Sycamore, and at the 
research and production facilities in Waterman. 

DeKalb Ag was a leader in the seed industry making great strides in corn 
hybrid research worldwide. Over time the company’s name changed, including 
during periods of mergers and acquisitions – DeKalb Agricultural Association, 
DeKalb AgResearch, DeKalb-Pfi zer Genetics, DeKalb Plant Genetics, DeKalb 
Genetics, Monsanto – and last year was acquired by Bayer. 

The Transition to Bayer
The DEKALB brand, now owned by Bayer, is still known for global 

innovation, exclusive genetics, superior performance and integrated solutions to 
help farmers maximize yield potential, according to Camille Scott, Bayer Crop 
Science Research and Development (R & D) Communications.

“Just as in the early days of DeKalb Ag, the DEKALB brand is still dedicated 
to making farming better and fi nding a way to improve yield results,” she 
explained. 

The new DEKALB hybrid had a 21 bushel advantage over the Western Plowman in 1933.

Bayer is a life science company 
with core areas of health care and 
agriculture. Their Crop Science 
division headquarters are based in 
Monheim, Germany and St. Louis, 
Missouri. The company has a global 
footprint that spans nearly every 
country with an expansive line of 
crop protectants and seeds.

The company has more than 
350 R & D sites and over 175 
breeding stations across the globe 
with approximately 7,300 R & D 
employees in their labs, offi  ces and 
in the fi eld. Their research is aimed at 
improving productivity worldwide.

The Bayer Waterman facilities 
serve a key role in the development, 
quality and supply of Bayer seed 
products. They employ 112 people 
full time and another 300 contract 
workers seasonally to work at the 
Research Site, Production Site 
and Seed Technology Center in 
Waterman. ►
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Bayer Production Site 
Troy Dukes says the Waterman sites are an 

integral part of the Bayer Company. He is the 
Site Lead at the Production Site located in the 
heart of the village of Waterman. There, they 
process exclusively seed corn. 

“The Waterman Production Site is part of 
the legacy of the DEKALB brand,” said Troy, 
having worked for Monsanto for 18 years and 
now Bayer. “This legacy has been honored with each change in company 
ownership, continuing now with Bayer. We believe it’s important to keep the 
brand represented in DeKalb County.”

The Production Site was one of the fi rst to be built as part of the DeKalb 
County Agricultural Association, with construction starting in 1935 and 
completed in 1936. The original plant had a capacity of 100,000 bags of seed 
per year, utilizing 10-12 employees.

Today, the plant produces over one million bags of seed a year with 62 
full-time employees. From the plant they ship 950,000 units of seed corn to 
dealers annually. 

The 25-acre site has been through several renovations and technology 
upgrades over the years which has enabled it to operate as a state-of-the-art seed 
processing facility. The facility processes for seed corn are husking, sorting, 
shelling, drying, conditioning, seed treatments, packaging, storing and shipping.

The Waterman Production Site is one of nine seed corn processing facilities 
across the Midwest which supply the DEKALB brand seed, according to Troy. 
Last year they processed 35 diff erent DEKALB and Channel seed corn hybrids. 
The seed is grown on irrigated farmland in Rock Falls, harvested from late 

August to early October, and trucked 
to Waterman. 

After it has been processed and 
packaged, the seed corn is shipped to 
Midwestern states from November 
through the spring planting season. 
About 12,000 bags are now being 
shipped out daily. 

“Quality control is important at the 
Production Site,” said Troy. “We go 
through a rigorous process, sampling 
every stage from fi eld to storage. We 
are constantly monitoring moisture, 
germination, impurities, the cleaning 
process, and packaging.” 

The variety of jobs there include: 
seed cleaning and packaging 
operators, fi eld technicians, forklift 
operators, harvest operations, 
maintenance, automation, and process  
engineers.

As far as the transition from 
Monsanto to Bayer, Troy 
responds, “Not much has changed. 
Operationally, it’s been a rather 
seamless transition.” ►

Site Notes:
• 1 Million bags of corn seeds 

produced annually

• 62 Full-time, up to 150 seasonal 
employees

• 35 Different seed corn hybrids 
processed/packaged

• 25-acre facility footprint

Bryan Rojas and Jose Martinez tag bags of seed corn at the Production Site.

Production Site employees sort corn at the Waterman facility in the fall.



“Waterman is an important site to our overall growth of the 
company. We have a great rapport with the community. 
Between the three sites we work together collaboratively.”

John Hardin, Research Site Lead

to prevent tar spot fungus and 
developing traits for short stature 
corn.

Larry Mix, a 33-year company 
veteran and Germplasm Intellectual 
Property Stewardship Lead with 
Bayer Global Breeding, is part of 
a team that protects the breeding 
innovations of the company with 
patents, plant variety protection 
certifi cates and other measures.

“I’ve seen a lot of changes over 
the years. Many great opportunities 
have come from the transitions 
from DeKalb to Monsanto to 
Bayer with incredible technology,” 
said Larry. “Looking back (to the 
days of DeKalb Ag), I have great 
appreciation for the Roberts’ family 
foresight and what they created for 
their employees.” ►

Bayer Research Site 
Located four miles northwest of Waterman, on 

Minnegan Road, the Research Site was the fi rst corn 
breeding station for DeKalb Ag in 1932. The site 
started with 40 acres and stretches across 320 acres 
today. 

Some of the fi rst corn inbreds and fi rst hybrids that 
built the DEKALB seed brand were developed at this 
Research Site. A plaque on the wall of the main offi  ce 
shows 33 diff erent commercial hybrids got their start 
there.

John Hardin is the Site Lead at the research facility. 
He has been with the Asgrow/Monsanto/Bayer 
Company for 24 years. “This year is a transitional 
year as we integrate into Bayer,” said John.

The Waterman Research Site is one of 32 U.S. 
and Canada breeding research hubs for Bayer Crop 
Science. Currently, they are gearing up to plant their 
spring fi eld plots. 

The Minnegan site employs 27 full time employees 
and 50 part time seasonal workers. Jobs include: 
agronomic testing, entomologists, pathologists, and 
technicians. They focus on crop research accomplished from the main offi  ce, 
greenhouse, insectory and fi eld plots. 

Corn hand pollination no longer occurs at this site and detasseling, for the 
most part, is accomplished by modern machines today. Another change at the 
research center is the addition of soybean testing. 

With a history of company changes, the facilities in Waterman remain. 
“Waterman is an important site to our overall growth of the company,” said 
John. “We have a great rapport with the community. Between the three sites we 
work together collaboratively.”

Today, the research center continues to develop new seed technology 
solutions for farmers. They handle thousands of corn lines from over 15 

diff erent countries. Research 
functions include: corn breeding, 
North America Field Testing 
Operations for corn and soybean 
testing, plant health: pathology, 
entomology: insectary, germplasm 
IP stewardship, breeding support, 
pipeline enablement and production 
research.

Judd Maxwell, corn breeder at the 
Research Site, says they develop base 
genetics for the platform with 105- 
and 110-day corn and build the base. 
Then the traits are added at another 
trait integration site (like Hawaii). 

“We select well adapted genetics 
and combine lines. It’s one of the 
pieces in the breeding puzzle. We’re 
one of the parent varieties stations.”  

Some of the new research being 
done today at the site is testing 

Site Notes:
• 33 Different commercial corn hybrids 

developed on site

• 27 Full-time, 50 part-time employees

• 1 of 32 U.S. & Canada breeding 
research hubs 

• New research on tar spot & short 
stature cornEmma Sementi takes herbicide damage 

notes on soybeans at the Research Site.
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Bayer Seed Technology Center 
At the Seed Technology Center located next to the Production Site in 

Waterman, employees run tests for 23 diff erent crops. They test row crop 
seeds such as corn, soybeans, cotton and sorghum and assorted vegetables like 
tomatoes, peppers, carrots, watermelon, onions and lettuce. 

They process over 400,000 quality tests each year to ensure seed products 
meet growers’ expectations.

Renee Nowak is the Seed Physiology Testing Lab Lead at the Seed 
Technology Center. She has been with the Monsanto/Bayer Company for 13 
years, with the last fi ve years at the Waterman location.

“I am excited to see what opportunities will arise from the acquisition, both 
for the employees as well as our customers,” said Renee. “For the employees, 
we have the opportunity to be part of a much larger organization and learn 
from some of the best in the industry. For the customers, the synergy that the 
acquisition brings is the combination of the best seeds and traits portfolio and 
the best chemistry portfolio.” 

Their two-story Seed Center is comprised of these divisions: purity, planting, 
evaluations, media prep, sample management and data entry. 

At the Center, they follow testing regulations as part of the Federal Seed 
Act and Truth in Labeling provisions. They grow seeds, monitor germination, 
and do stress tests for vigor such as varying temperatures, growing days, 

and running other 
physiological tests. 
Then, they compare 
their data to seed 
performance in the fi eld.

“A seed could be 
tested as many as four 
times,” said Melissa 
Phillips, registered seed 
technologist. “Part of 
our testing assures that 
the seed is good. If it 
doesn’t get sold we test 
it again to make sure 
it’s high enough quality 
to keep and process it 
again.”

The Bayer lab is 
accredited through the 
USDA and recognized 
internationally as a 
foreign lab for testing 
global seeds. 

The nearby Production 
Site submits corn 
samples to the Seed 
Center for testing.

About 23 people are employed full 
time at the Seed Center in Waterman. 
During the busy fall harvest season 
they hire up to 100 contract workers 
for testing seeds. Jobs include: 
planting and evaluations, lab leads, 
operations supervisor, technical leads, 
registered seed technologists, lab 
technicians and engineers.

Recently, the Seed Center added 
cutting-edge technology with a series 
of robots, which plant seeds in trays, 
performing automation tasks to 
increase effi  ciencies on site.

From all indications, the local 
transition from Monsanto to Bayer 
has been seamless and the DEKALB 
brand legacy lives on in DeKalb 
County. ■

“I am excited to see what opportunities 
will arise from the acquisition, both for the 
employees as well as our customers… For the 
customers, the synergy that the acquisition 
brings is the combination of the best seeds and 
traits portfolio and the best chemistry portfolio.” 

Renee Nowak, Seed Technology Center Site Lead

Site Notes:
• 400,000 Seeds tested annually

• 23 Full-time employees, 100 
part-time employees

• New robots plant seeds for testing

• 23 Different seed crops are tested 

Eric Hatfi eld checks germination of 
soybean seeds at the Seed Center.



Gary Martha
Seed Technician, Bayer Production

I fi rst started with DeKalb Ag back 
in 1965 as a detasseler and roguer for 
the Foundation Department. The Ag 
issued a book to all detasselers about 
how to grab only the tassel and don’t 
pull leaves; if the crew boss followed 
your row through the fi eld and saw 

leaves on the ground, he would chew you out. I worked full 
time with DeKalb in 1975. My grandfather was the livestock 
advisor for Farm Bureau until the early 1960s. My mom went 
to school with Tom Roberts, Jr. and there were a number of 
my family members that worked in the main offi  ce for the Ag.

Larry Mix
Germplasm Intellectual 
Property Stewardship Lead, 
Bayer Global Breeding

“Having been with the company for 
33 years, I have great appreciation 
for the Roberts’ foresight and the 
opportunities they created for their 
employees (DeKalb Ag). Even 

though some may talk about the ‘good old days’, the new 
opportunities that have resulted from Monsanto and Bayer are 
incredible. The transition is going well.”

David Johnson 
North America PR Pipeline Delivery 
Lead, Bayer Research

“I started full time with DeKalb 
Genetics in 1988 at an offi  ce in 
Sycamore. After a few years I moved 
to Hawaii and then returned to the 
DeKalb area in 2002. Improvements 
in genetics were accomplished 

through conventional breeding in the early days. Since then 
I have been part of the transformation of the industry. In the 
mid ‘90s traits were introduced, fi rst with Roundup Ready 
soybeans, then with Bt traited corn, and Roundup Ready traits 
in corn. I was fortunate to be part of it and see many advances 
in biotechnology. The company that started out as a group of 
men concerned about the improvement of agriculture in their 
county has had a huge impact on the world.” ■
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Mary Hanson
Lab Technician III,
Bayer Seed Technology Center

“Roots run deep for me when I talk about 
my experiences over the last 20 years of 
working in the ‘quality’ side of crops and 
sciences. Surrounded by seeds all day 
is so very satisfying. Over the last two 
decades this lab has grown from mainly 

a row crop site to a site that now includes testing platforms 
for vegetables as well. Testing methods are not just ‘roots and 
leaves’, its business decisions and quality data, now with Bayer, 
that make an impact worldwide.”

Kris Swedberg
Lab Coordinator, 
Bayer Seed Technology Center

“I started with DeKalb-Pfi zer in 
February 1992. Over the years, I have 
held several roles as a lab technician to 
supervisor roles and am now currently 
a lab coordinator. I have seen many 
changes with the company as we have 

been acquired by Monsanto and Bayer, but also as technology has 
developed and we look to make a better product for the farmer. 
I have learned with this job that change is a good thing.”

Sharon Berg
Administrative Assistant, 
Bayer Production

“I have been through a few company 
name changes, which can be challenging. 
I like to look at what hasn’t changed, 
like the people we work with, producing 
quality products and our commitment 
to our farmers and communities. This 

is what matters and makes those transitions easier. Who would 
have thought that the offi  ce I walked to, to pick up my detasseling 
check years ago, would be where I would fi nd myself employed 
for over 25 years.”

Slade Martin
Technician Specialist, Bayer Production

“I started working part time in 1987 at the 
Waterman plant. Between the diff erent 
companies and technology over the years, 
it’s made our job a lot easier. All the 
companies have put employees fi rst.”

Tradition to Transition  Bayer employees rooted in company
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From DeKalb Ag to Bayer
History of company and name changes

1925  Charlie Gunn planted the fi rst 
hybrid corn breeding plot on a farm in 
DeKalb.

1926  DeKalb Ag and Farm Bureau 
became separate entities.  

1930  Tom Roberts, Sr. was named 
manager of DeKalb Ag. 

1932 The Waterman Research Site 
was the fi rst corn breeding station for 
DeKalb Ag on 40 acres. Some of the 
fi rst DEKALB seed corn hybrids were 
developed at this site.

1934  The DeKalb County 
Agricultural Association began 
selling hybrid seed corn.

1935-1936  The Winged Ear 
DEKALB logo was developed, a 
symbol of a mortgage lifter. The 
Winged Ear fi rst appeared in a 
1935 fall newsletter to dealers. The 
Waterman production site was built 
producing 100,000 bags of seed 
annually. ►

1912  DeKalb County Soil Improvement 
Association (SIA) was formed to improve farming 
practices with the help of farm adviser William 
G. Eckhardt and leadership of farmer Henry 
Parke. Soil improvement, education of farmers, 
and improved seed quality were the immediate 
priorities. The SIA name was later changed to 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, the fi rst organized in 
the state. 

1917  The Soil Improvement Association established the DeKalb 
County Agricultural Association, Inc., as a business entity for 
developing better seeds and products for agriculture.

1920  Tom Roberts, Sr. was hired 
as Farm Adviser for SIA (1920-
1930), replacing William Eckhardt. 

1924  Tom Roberts, Sr. and Charlie 
Gunn began experimenting with 
breeding hybrid corn.

DeKalb County Soil Improvement Association Founders

William G. Eckhardt

Tom Roberts, Sr.

Charlie Gunn

Early DEKALB Field Sign
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Bayer in our Backyard sources: Native 
Soil by Eric Mogren; Tom Roberts, Sr. and 
The DeKalb Agricultural Association, Inc: 
Innovating in Marketing, Management, 
Finance and Agriculture by John S. Wagle, 
Ph.D. and A.H. Kizilbash, Ph.D., NIU.; 
The Story of DEKALB “AG” by Thomas 
H. Roberts, Jr.; DEKALB Genetics Annual 
Report; DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association; Bayer Site Leads.

DEKALB and the Winged Ear design 
are registered trademarks of Monsanto 
Technology, LLC, now owned by Bayer.

Some photos provided from DeKalb Area 
Agricultural Heritage Association archives 
and Bayer.

1936  An advertisement for DEKALB seed corn was 
printed in Prairie Farmer magazine and received great 
response with seed corn orders. 

1936  DeKalb County Agricultural Association name 
changed to DeKalb Agricultural Association.

1944  Egg laying poultry 
research began.

1948  DEKALB seeds were 
sold internationally. The company 
diversifi ed with the development of 
wheat, poultry, sorghum, cotton hybrids 
(1940-1950s) and later expanded with 
energy and swine divisions. 

1962  Tom Roberts, Jr. was named 
president of DeKalb Ag.

1962  DEKALB XL 45 was 
developed, the fi rst single cross 
hybrid.

1968  DeKalb Agricultural 
Association name changed to DeKalb 
AgResearch, Inc.

1982  DeKalb 
AgResearch 
formed a joint 
venture with 
Pfi zer, called 
DeKalb-Pfi zer 
Genetics.

1985  The company name was changed to DeKalb Corporation.

1988  The seed and animal genetics businesses were spun off  as 
DeKalb Genetics Corporation with Bruce Bickner as CEO. 

1990  DeKalb buys Pfi zer share of DeKalb-Pfi zer. Name changed to DeKalb 
Plant Genetics.

1993  DeKalb Plant Genetics became part of DeKalb Genetics Corporation.

1997  DeKalb-Genetics launched Bt corn and Roundup Ready corn.

1996-1998  DeKalb Genetics Corporation was acquired by Monsanto with 
Richard Ryan as the last president.

2018  Monsanto was acquired by Bayer. ■

DeKalb Poultry Ad

DeKalb-Pfi zer Genetics

DeKalb/Bayer Production Site in Waterman.
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Bayer employees are very 
involved within the DeKalb County 
community. Bayer’s Waterman 
Community Outreach Committee 
works with local organizations to 
coordinate volunteer efforts. 

Bayer Gives Back

Bayer Production employees Dave Oest (left) and Tommy 
Pantilla (right) use a toy grain cart to demonstrate the dangers 
of playing in grain at Farm Bureau’s Farm Safety Camp.

Melissa Ryen-Bouma (left) and Amanda Forrest (right) from Bayer 
Research discuss the function of a combine during Ag in the 
Classroom presentations.

Allie Clark and Steve Franklin with Bayer’s Seed Technology Center share an experiment 
at Sycamore Middle School’s Science Olympiad.

Kevin Betz from Bayer Production helps a 
student prepare to plant corn during a fi rst 
grade Ag in the Classroom presentation.

Farm Bureau is fortunate to have 
received generous Bayer volunteers 
for Farm Safety Camp, Science 
Olympiad, Ag in the Classroom, 
History Expo, Career Acquaintance 
Day, Ag Literacy Committee, 
Summer Ag Institute, and more!

Bayer volunteers also help with 
Meals on Wheels, Adopt-A-Highway, 
Big Brothers-Big Sisters, Feed My 
Starving Children, and Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Over the last three years Bayer/
Monsanto has donated over $220,000 
to local non-profi t organizations 
through the Monsanto Fund.

The DeKalb County community 
is fortunate to have such dedicated 
volunteers. ■
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A glimpse of local history

The Winged Ear
 “DeKalb Ag” is probably one of 

the most well-known companies in 
the history of DeKalb County. As the 
“Winged Ear” brand completes the 
transition from Monsanto to Bayer, 
let’s look back at this popular icon.  

The DEKALB Winged Ear logo 
is one of the most identifi able 
agriculture symbols anywhere in 
the world. The idea for the logo is 
credited to Tom Roberts, Sr. 

Tom asked Ken Kramer, an 
employee in sales, for ideas on a 
trademark to represent the company. 
Kramer thought the obvious choice 
was to use an ear of corn, but Tom 
wanted something more unique. 
When Ken Kramer suggested wings 
on the ear of corn, Tom immediately 
approved. 

The earliest Winged Ear logo stated that 
“DEKALB Quality Hybrid will be your 
Mortgage Lifter.”

From the early metal Winged Ear fi eld sign 
found on the fence row, the fi berboard 
sign, the license plate topper, to the latest 
fi ber plastic signs – the Winged Ear is 
known worldwide. 

The initials of Arlie Pearce (AP), a local 
graphic artist, were visible in the early 
Winged Ear signs.

The fi rst advertisement for DEKALB seed corn was in 
1936 in the Prairie Farmer magazine.

Tom recalled that in the 
early 1900s, dairy cattle 
were the mortgage lifters 
for farmers, and then in the 
1920s, hogs had become 
the mortgage lifters. Tom 
believed that the increased 
yield from DEKALB hybrid 
corn would do more to lift 
the mortgages than either 
cows or hogs. He said, “Let’s 
put wings on an ear of corn 
to represent the lifting of the 
mortgages.”  

The new logo was used in the fi rst 
advertisement which appeared in the 
Prairie Farmer magazine October 26, 
1936. Not long after this, in 1938, the 
fi rst signs appeared in the fi elds. They 
were a metal sign mounted on the 
fence post.

In 1940 Arlie Pearce, a local 
graphic artist, started producing the 
Winged Ear signs for DEKALB. Arlie 
had become acquainted with Tom 
Roberts, Sr. through the Sycamore 
Preserve Works. Tom was manager 
of the Preserve Works, which was 
across the street from the J. V. Patten 
Company, where Arlie worked. 

The early 30-inch Masonite signs 
used a silk-screening process that 
was done by hand. Each Winged Ear 
sign produced under the direction of 

Arlie contained his initials in the kernels 
of the corn, as artists of the day were 
trained to identify their work. The J. V. 
Patten Company, where the signs were 
made, wasn’t aware Arlie’s initials were 
on the signs before hundreds of signs 
were made.  

Later, in 1977, after Arlie retired, 
the job of producing the signs went 
to Display Craft in Rockford, a sign 
fabricator. Display Craft substituted 
“DC” and the production year for Arlie’s 
initials. In 1986, the tempered Masonite 
signs were discontinued with coroplast 
signs starting in 1987. ■

Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archives
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Farm Bureau returns to the Belfry 
Theatre for another amazing musical 
performance!

Enjoy the Sounds of Summer: A 
Beach Boys Tribute as the Belfry 
Theatre features this fabulous, upbeat 
show. The male quartet captures the 
familiar sounds of The Beach Boys 
with some of their greatest hits and 
the story of one of America’s most 
popular bands. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
reserved seats for the show at the 
Belfry Theatre in Delavan, Wis. on 
Saturday evening, July 20. 

Before the show, members will 
enjoy a prime rib buff et at the 
nearby Lake Lawn Resort. Dinner 
will feature their prime rib specialty 
plus an assortment of other meats, 
vegetables, salads and desserts, plus 
beverages.

Cost of this Farm Bureau trip is 
$105 for members, $115 for guests. 
Price includes theater tickets, dinner 
and motor coach transportation. 
Motor coach departs from Farm 

Sounds of Summer: A Beach Boys Tribute

Bureau at 3 p.m. and returns by 
10:30 p.m.

Registration for this trip opens on 
Monday, May 6 beginning at 8 a.m. 
at the Farm Bureau offi  ce. Credit card 
or check payment will be accepted. 
Remaining spaces will be sold at the 
Prime Timers luncheon at 11 a.m. the 

same day and thereafter at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce.

A limited number of spaces are 
available for the Sounds of Summer 
day trip. ■

“Come From Away” musical in Chicago

TRIPS

Registration opens May 6.

Broadway’s new musical captures 
the stories that moved us all on 9/11.

The new “Come From Away” 
musical takes you into the heart of 
the remarkable true story of 7,000 
stranded passengers and the small 
town of Gander, Newfoundland that 
welcomed them. 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
tickets for “Come From Away” at the 
Cadillac Palace Theatre, Chicago, on 
Saturday, Aug. 17. A limited number 
of tickets are available to purchase 
beginning Monday, May 6.

“The Come From Away” story
On 9/11 the world stopped. The 

U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 
makes the decision to shut down its 
airspace, forcing over 4,000 planes to 

land at the nearest airport. Inbound 
fl ights from Europe are diverted 
to Canada. Gander International 
Airport has 38 planes land there with 
thousands of passengers and crew. 

For a town like Gander with a 
population of 10,000 people, this was 
an extraordinary challenge to take 
on. Gander and neighboring towns 
welcomed “Come From Aways” 
into their homes, schools, churches, 
community centers and hearts.

Ticket purchases can be made at 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce beginning at 
8 a.m. on Monday, May 6. Tickets 
are $110 for members, $120 for 
guests, and include the 2 p.m. 
matinee show and roundtrip motor 
coach transportation. Reserved seats 
are located on the main fl oor of the 

theater (orchestra, stage right, rows 
E-N). 

Farm Bureau members will be 
on their own for dining at nearby 
restaurants in Chicago. 

The motor coach will depart 
Farm Bureau at 10 a.m. and return 
following the show around 6 p.m.

For additional information, contact 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-
6361. ■
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Fall in love with Cape Cod’s 
charming villages in a tour for Farm 
Bureau members, Sept. 12-17. Farm 
Bureau is partnering with American 
Classic Tours to off er members a trip 
to Cape Cod. 

This is one of their most popular 
trips fi lled with East Coast treasures. 
A guided tour of this pine-scented 
peninsula will highlight bustling 
harbors, sea captain homes, and the 
Cape Cod National Seashore with 
its pristine beaches and windswept 
dunes. 

The tour features a visit to Hyannis, 
home of the Kennedy family, to 
see the John F. Kennedy Memorial, 
Korean War Memorial and St. Francis 
Xavier Church. Then approach land’s 
end at Provincetown, a haven for 
artists and fi shermen. Enjoy a dune 
excursion ride. Treat your taste buds 
to a lobster dinner in Hyannis. 

Board high speed ferries to both 
Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, 
islands rich in colonial maritime 
history. View gingerbread adorned 
houses and explore charming island 
villages. Learn of Nantucket history 
as the greatest whaling center in 
the world. Enjoy postcard scenes of 

Cape Cod: East Coast Treasures Tour 
Travel with us to Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket & Boston.

TRIPS

Register for the Cape Cod 
Tour by June!

open tracts of bog land and moors, 
groves of scrub oak and pitch pine, 
sandy beaches that stretch seemingly 
forever along the Atlantic Ocean. 

Then it’s on to the charming New 
England villages of Plymouth, 
Concord and Lexington – the  
birthplace of American Liberty. In 
Boston follow the Freedom Trail to 
view the Old State House, Boston 
Commons, Beacon Hill, Boston Tea 

Party Area, Old North Church, the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library & 
Museum and more. 

American Classic Tours will provide 
a pick up at Farm Bureau, take you 
to the airport, check you in and take 
care of all of your air and land travel 
arrangements. Tour includes air fare, 
tour excursions, motor coach, most 
meals, trip insurance and a tour director. 

Registration is now open for this 
fall tour. Cost is $2,998 per person 
double occupancy, $3,439 for single 
occupancy. Price includes airfare, 
motorcoach transportation, hotel 
accommodations, 10 meals, attractions 
and sightseeing tours, taxes and 
gratuities, luggage handling and fees, 
trip insurance and an experienced tour 
director. 

A deposit of $850 is due with 
reservation. Final payment is due June 
28.

For more information and to register 
stop by the Farm Bureau offi  ce. ■

Canadian Rockies Trip in 2020
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has a trip to the Canadian Rockies 

planned for April 27-May 4, 2020 aboard the Rocky Mountaineer Train. 
See Vancouver, Kamloops, Lake Louise, Banff & Calgary. 

This 8 day/7 night tour has been arranged by Royal Travel.

Learn more:
Informational meeting 

Tuesday, May 7
7 p.m.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Reservations suggested, 815-756-6361.
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PRIME TIMERS

See stunning wildlife photographs 
from Central America and Africa 
taken by local photographer Roger 
Kyler on Monday, May 6 at DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.  

Roger will be presenting an 
hour-long program on elephants, both 
domestic and wild; gorillas of Africa; 
birds of Costa Rica; and will end with 
travel portraits.

A photographer for the past 20-plus 
years, Roger has a full service studio 
in Malta photographing high school 
seniors, families, weddings, sports 
and commercial work.

When he’s not at the studio, Roger 
is travelling the world photographing 
wildlife and the people living in the 
communities surrounding the wildlife 
areas. 

Roger’s Wildlife Adventures 
program is scheduled for 1 p.m. on 
May 6 in the Farm Bureau Theater. 
All members are welcome. Prior to 
his program will be the Farm Bureau 

Roger Kyler, will share his 
wildlife photos with Farm 
Bureau members on May 6.

A brilliant Toucan is just one of many striking 
photographs that will be shown by Roger Kyler. 

Wildlife Adventures by Roger Kyler

Marking the 50th Anniversary of 
the fi rst moon landing, hear Terry 
Lynch as he portrays astronaut Neil 
Armstrong. He will recount the fi rst 
moon landing for Farm Bureau Prime 

Relive the historic moment of the fi rst man 
on the moon as Terry Lynch portrays Neil 
Armstrong on June 3.

Timers on Monday, June 3 at 1 p.m. 
Lynch will explain the other “series 

of fi rsts” associated with that historic 
mission on July 20, 1969, including 
the fi rst color TV transmission from 
earth and the fi rst time a customs 
report was fi lled out from another 
planet. 

Lynch has appeared regularly at 
Farm Bureau Prime Timers programs 
portraying a variety of historical 
fi gures. He is a nationally known actor 
who specializes in historical portrayals 
as a way of bringing history to life. 

Farm Bureau members are welcome 
to attend the program. Before the 
program, the Prime Timers lunch will 
be held at 12-Noon. Register for the 
lunch by May 28 by contacting the 
Farm Bureau offi  ce. Lunch fee is $7. ■

Apollo 11: 50th Anniversary of fi rst moon walk

Prime Timers luncheon at 12-noon. 
Reservations for lunch are due by April 
30 at the Farm Bureau offi  ce. Lunch fee 
is $7. ■

Truman’s Ridge 
performs at BBQ

Mark your calendar for the 
annual Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers BBQ on Monday, July 
8 featuring Truman’s Ridge. 
Registration opens on June 3. 

The BBQ begins at 5:30 p.m. 
with a pork chop and chicken 
dinner in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium and Truman’s 
Ridge musical entertainment at 
6:45 p.m. in the theater.

Truman’s Ridge will entertain 
members with a bit of folk, 
a hint of jazz, and a touch 
of swing – Chicago style 
bluegrass at its fi nest!

Cost of the BBQ is $10 
payable by July 3. ■
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Farm Bureau  
at your fingertips

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s 
recently re-designed website provides 
agricultural information with the 
convenience of a click.

DeKalbFarmBureau.org offers 
member services, Farm Bureau 
history, local agriculture statistics, 
and contact information. Most 
importantly, it directs viewers to 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s 
three major areas of interest: 
The Foundation for Agriculture, 
Agricultural Literacy, and 
CONNECTIONS magazine.

Upcoming Farm Bureau events can 
be found on the website’s calendar by 
selecting the calendar icon at the top 
of every page.

Visitors will also find social media 
icons that provide direct links to Farm 
Bureau’s Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, 
and Instagram accounts. 

This new website design provides 
viewers with a convenient way to 
access all things Farm Bureau. 

Visit  
DeKalbFarmBureau.org  

today!

Check out our new website!

Membership means value
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Members find value in their Farm Bureau membership by utilizing an array of benefits and services. 
For farmers, they value the voice that the organization provides in local and state issues pertaining to production agriculture. 
For families, they benefit from family activities and scholarships. For individuals, they find value in the discount programs. Visit 
www.ilfb.org/membership/benefits/ for discounts on: Ford, Lincoln, Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotels & Resorts, Great Wolf 
Lodge, John Deere, Case IH, Caterpillar, Grainger, ADT, car rentals, prescriptions, Lasik, and more! ■



36      CONNECTIONS    April/May 2019

Tours
• Lenkaitis Holsteins – robotic milking technology
• Midwest Groundcovers/Midwest Trading – 

wholesale nursery, horticultural supplies
• FONA, Geneva – food fl avor chemistry
• Larson Farms – beef and grain production
• Walter Farms & Whiskey Acres – grain production, 

distilling

Workshops
• Leveraging Technology to Tell the Story of 

STEM in Agriculture – Ben Sondergrath, Illinois 
Learning Technology Center

• Earth Day 2020 – Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom
• BREAKOUT of the Box into Careers in Agriculture! –  

Anna Schelkopf, DeKalb County Farm Bureau

2019 Summer Agriculture Institute

Exploring STEM Tools in Food & Farming
A professional development opportunity for K-12 teachers

Can technology be used to sustainably feed 
a growing population?

How can we prepare students for 
STEM careers in agriculture?

June 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, and 12, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

... and More!
• Food Evolution fi lm screening & panel discussion

(Open to the public: June 7, 1:45 p.m.)
• Current Issues in Agriculture – Three panelists 

from diff erent areas of agriculture

Visit http://bit.ly/SAI2019sched for a detailed schedule, 
including additional tours and speakers as they are 
confi rmed.

Cost, Credit, Registration
• Teachers may earn 45 CPDUs or 3 hours of 

graduate credit.
• Register online at http://dekalbfarmbureau.org/

event/2019-sai/. The registration fee for the 2019
Summer Ag Institute is $100 for all participants.

• Those wishing to earn graduate credit will also need 
to enroll for the course (REAL 695 Z3) and pay $300
tuition through St. Francis University for a total SAI 
cost of $400.

The Summer Ag Institute is sponsored by the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau, DeKalb County Regional Offi  ce of 
Education, and Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom. ■

Questions?
Contact rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
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Rhodora Collins, Ag Literacy Coordinator

Responsibility: Opportunity or Burden
Earlier this year, my husband 

traveled out of state for several 
days for a family emergency. This 
complicated my already-shaky 
morning routine. We usually split 
the tasks of taking care of two dogs 
and making sure our kindergartner is 
ready for the school bus. So the fi rst 
morning he was gone, I said, “Naya, 
I need your help. Will you please put 
food in the dogs’ bowls while I take 
them outside?” “Okay, Mommy,” she 
replied, cheerfully.

I put her in charge of the evening 
feeding, too. The second evening 
when I reminded her to feed the dogs, 
she balked. “Why do I alwaaaaaays 
have to feed the dogs?” Tired and 
trying to make supper, I swallowed 
several snarky responses, including 
“Oh, really? Two days and this is 
already a problem?” After several 
moments of whining, I turned and 
squatted to her eye level. “Tell you 
what,” I said in a half-joking, half-
serious tone. “You feed the dogs, and 
I’ll feed YOU.”

When Mark returned from his trip, 
he resumed taking care of the dogs 
and Naya was relieved of her duties. 
Weeks later, he had to leave again. I 
again enlisted Naya to be in charge 
of the dogs, but this time, with more 
intention. I coached her to use her 
strong voice to make them sit before 
she fi lled their bowls. I had her let 
them outside and call them back to 
the house. “She’s six,” I thought. 

“If anything, we haven’t given her 
enough responsibility for her age.”

Another voice in my brain 
protested. “She’s just a little kid. Why 
burden her with the responsibility for 
another creature’s well-being? Just let 
her be.” 

Then I remembered the 4-H kids 
who raise livestock.

One of my early duties at Farm 
Bureau was to assist with the 
Sycamore Farmer’s Club Junior Fair, 
held at the Sandwich Fairgrounds in 
conjunction with the 4-H livestock 
show. I worked in the livestock offi  ce, 
tabulating results and preparing 
premium payouts. Now and then I 
would take a break to wander the 
fairgrounds and watch the kids in 
action.

Having not been in 4-H growing 
up, I’d had limited exposure to 
livestock showing (aside from a 
brief stint helping show my cousin’s 
sheep—a story for another day). 
Watching the kids at the Sycamore 
Farmer’s/4-H fair, I found myself 

fascinated. Children of all ages 
were hauling feed, grooming 
animals, and leading creatures 
many times their own size into 
show rings. Parents and other 
adults were there, too, but it was 
the kids’ poise and confi dence 

that captivated me. Most of them 
seemed to know exactly what they 
needed to do, and they were doing it 
with pride and enjoyment. 

I wasn’t a mother yet. But I realized 
I wanted that sort of experience 
someday for my own child. 

Back to my present internal debate 
about how much responsibility to 
give my daughter. When Mark was 
gone the second time, Naya was 

again whiny and resistant when asked 
to care for the dogs. “How do I teach 
her that pitching in is a part of being 
human?” I wondered. “How can she 
feel that growing up and taking on 
responsibility isn’t just drudgery? 
How can the added weight she’ll have 
to carry not feel like a burden?”

Then it hit me. Make her feel 
proud. Let her know how much her 
help means to our family. Let her 
carry the weight of responsibility with 
a sense of accomplishment. I found 
that a quick hug and “Thank you for 
feeding the dogs, sweetheart. That’s a 
big help,” makes her beam with pride. 

Once she has a job she’s in charge 
of, we can help if needed without 
taking away her ownership. If the 
dogs are dancing around their food 
bowls, she’s getting dressed, and 
the bus will arrive soon, I can say, 
“Naya, would you like me to feed the 
dogs for you this morning?” It would 
be easier for me to just do it. But 
she needs to know it’s still her job. 
Taking on the weight of responsibility 
is the only way to gain maturity.

Adults will agree that responsibility 
brings stress. More responsibilities? 
Heavier burden. Can we reframe 
some of our own and our kids’ 
responsibilities as opportunities 
instead? ■

Taking on the weight of responsibility 
is the only way to gain maturity.
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A Girl’s  
Best Friend
Photo by  
Regan Helgeson

Regan Helgeson, of Creston, 
took this photo showing the 
genuine love between her 
12-year-old niece Finlee 
Niemeyer, and Finlee’s 
horse Moonlight. The barn 
behind them was built by 
Regan’s great-grandparents 
Harold and Ilah Griswold 
and is located on Rich Road 
in DeKalb. Regan loves to 
take photos of animals and 
nature, making her family’s 
farm the perfect setting.

The contest is open to local, amateur 
photographers. Take photos of any 
DeKalb County barns or other farm 
buildings. Photos may include the 
entire structure, interior shots, or 

closer pictures of the building’s 
attributes. The submitted photo 
must be the photographer’s original 
work. Email pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 

description and location as well as 
the city you are from. Each month 
a winning photo will be chosen 
and published in CONNECTIONS 
magazine. ■

Best of Barns Photo Contest
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com

“Renting is just throwing money 
away. You should always buy 
instead.” Who hasn’t heard similar 
statements? It seems like sound 
advice, but is it really?

It’s kind of like asking the question, 
“How long is a rope?” The answer, 
of course, is “it depends.” Like many 
things in life the truth is largely a 
function of circumstances and goals. 

While a recent survey by 
COUNTRY Financial found that 63 
percent of Americans who own their 
own home feel financially secure 
compared to 39% of renters, the 
survey results also show that there 
is an enormous grey area that exists 
between the two options.

Our conclusion is influenced by our 
benchmark for determining success. 
Are we evaluating the options based 
on the lifestyle differences or on 
raw dollars and cents? For example, 
Americans surveyed by COUNTRY 
Financial said that freedom and 
control (39%) and desire for more 
personal space (36%) were their top 
two reasons for buying a home.  

It’s entirely possible to have one 
option be the clear-cut winner when 
evaluated from a lifestyle perspective 
but also be the hands down loser 
from a financial viewpoint. A proper 
evaluation should examine both. In 
the full light of day, after all aspects 
are thoroughly understood and 

Renting vs. Buying –  
Which leads to better financial security?

fairly valued, then 
we can make the best 
decision, regardless of 
what that may be.

Renting and buying 
aren’t fundamentally 
good or bad. There 
are valid arguments 
to be made for each 
path. Some compelling 
arguments for buying 
could be:

• Once the mortgage 
is paid off you have 
more free cash flow 
each month. 

• As a homeowner you get to reap 
the profits from potential appreciation 
in your home’s value. 

• If you itemize your deductions the 
government helps pay some of the 
financing cost through lower taxes 
(though this impact may be limited 
with the larger standard deduction).

Renting has legitimate strong 
points as well:

• Renting gives you options. You 
may have more flexibility as a renter 
than a homeowner.

• Renting isn’t throwing money 
away. You have a place to live 
that may be less costly than home 
ownership. 

• What about the opportunity cost 
associated with buying? What else 
could you accomplish with the down 
payment, property taxes, insurance 
premiums, and loan interest?

• You’re not the landlord. You don’t 
have to pay for repairs, maintenance, 
or other issues that come up.

The answer may depend on 

where you live too. Some markets 
are prime places for buyers and 
others for renters. You also need to 
understand factors like how long 
you will be in the area, do you need 
room for animals, will certain ways 
of coming up with a down payment 
negatively impact your retirement 
and emergency funding goals, are you 
getting yourself in over your head 
with a money pit, etc.

The bottom line is: sometimes 
it’s smarter to rent, and sometimes 
buying is the right answer. Buying 
a home for the sake of owning 
is irrational. Rather than holding 
dogmatically to one view or the 
other, make your decision based on 
the economic factors of your specific 
situation and your personal lifestyle 
preferences. 

For more information on the latest 
COUNTRY Financial Security Index 
and related surveys, visit www.
countryfinancial.com/newsroom. ■
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It’s spring and farmers are busy planting corn and soybeans.  
As you drive by farm fields be cognizant of farmers working  
and watch for farm vehicles using roads and highways.

Be alert and slow down while traveling on roads with farm 
equipment. Farm equipment moves much slower than cars.  
That’s why the back of farm equipment is marked with a red  
and orange triangular SMV (slow moving vehicle) sign. ■

Slow Down, Share the Road
Together, let’s make it a SAFE planting season!
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Items accepted
Oil-based paints
Household batteries
Used motor oil
Paint thinners
Herbicides
Lawn chemicals
Insecticides
Solvents
Pesticides
Antifreeze
Old gasoline
Hobby chemicals
Pool chemicals
Aerosol paints and pesticides
Cleaning products
Fluorescent lamp bulbs
Mercury
Drain cleaners
Acids
Corrosives
Unwanted medications
(excludes controlled substances)

Sponsored by the Illinois EPA,  
DeKalb County Farm Bureau &  

DeKalb County Health Department 

For more information contact  
Farm Bureau, 815-756-6361.

Items NOT accepted
Latex paint 
Propane tanks
Agricultural wastes
Smoke detectors
Business/commercial sector wastes
Farm machinery oil
Explosives
Fire extinguishers
Fireworks
Biohazard waste
Controlled substances
Institutional wastes 
Lead acid batteries (automotive)
Farm chemicals 
Farm oil

Do not bring latex paint - 
Latex paint is not hazardous  
and can safely be dried or absorbed 
and discarded with regular trash.

Household Hazardous  
Waste Collection

Saturday, June 8
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

DeKalb Municipal Airport
2200 Pleasant St., DeKalb
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DeKalb County Watershed Planning Bus Tour in June
Are you interested in learning about watershed planning with a hands-on 

approach? If so, you are cordially invited to attend an educational watershed 
planning bus tour on Saturday, June 8. This bus tour will showcase not only the 
current watershed planning area but will immerse you in both agricultural and 
urban factors that impact watersheds. 

Starting near the headwaters of the Upper South Branch Kishwaukee River, 
the tour will venture northward making a stop at the Bayer Waterman Research 
Farm. There you will learn about agricultural best management practices, 
such as cover crops, and factors that influence soil properties. Then traveling 
downstream to DeKalb, there will be a demonstration on water quality testing 
at Lions Park. Lastly, you’ll have a chance to tour the Kishwaukee Water 
Reclamation District’s facilities and hear from staff about how wastewaters are 
treated and safely incorporated back into the watershed.

While traveling 
to and from 
locations there 
will be discussions 
from Mike Konen 
(NIU, Department 
of Geography) and 

Dean Johnson (DeKalb County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District) about how landscapes 
and human factors influence 
watersheds.

The Kishwaukee River originally 
was known as the Sycamore River. 
“Kishwaukee” is the Potawatomie 
word for  “Sycamore Tree.” Long 
before roads and bridges connected 
our communities together here 
in DeKalb County, the waters of 
the Kishwaukee River and its’ 
tributaries did. Join in and be a part 
of the watershed planning process 
by participating in this event. The 
watershed bus tour is open and free 
to the public. If you are interested 
in attending, please contact the 
DeKalb County SWCD at 815-
756-3234, ext 3. ■
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DeKalb County SWCD Water Testing
This program is designed to engage farmers in nutrient and water quality 

issues facing agriculture by providing information on possible nutrient losses 
from production operations. By comparing water testing results to other 
known concentrations and research results, farmers can begin to understand 
their own impact on water quality and consider best management practices 
that reduce losses. 

Results provided to farmers are simply a snapshot in time of nutrient levels 
in water collected from tile drainage, surface runoff  or nearby streams. With 
a measurement of fl ow and a known acreage being drained, the SWCD can 
estimate for pounds per acre of nutrients leaving the fi eld. 

These test results are just a starting 
point for learning and for discussion of the 
practices available for farmers to reduce 
their nutrient losses. 

The DeKalb County SWCD will be 
holding open houses for water testing at 9-11a.m. on the following dates: 
April 30, May 7 & 28, June 4 & 25, July 2, 23, & 30, and Aug. 20 & 28. 

Sampling instructions and more information is posted online at www.
swcdekalbil.org. Please call the SWCD offi  ce if you have any questions, 
815-756-2324, ext. 3. ■

After nearly 39 years of working 
for the Conservation Service, Mike 
Richolson is retiring.

Mike has spent his entire career 
developing and implementing 
conservation programs with the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) as District 
Conservationist, and earlier with the 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS) 
as a Soil Conservationist under the 
auspices of the USDA.

“As I drive around the countryside 
and I see the conservation practices 
in place I feel good about being part 
of many of them,” said Mike. He 
estimates that he’s worked with about 
90% of DeKalb County farmers 
providing assistance and checking 
program compliance.

He’s especially proud of the fl ood 
control project that he developed 
in Kingston decades ago, creating 
terraces and waterways to direct 
natural water and reduce soil erosion.

Mike started working for the 
Soil Conservation Service during 
his senior year in college at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 

Mike Richolson retires from NRCS
In the summer of 1980, the 
Freeport farm boy balanced the 
conservation internship with 
his family’s dairy farm. He 
graduated from college with 
a bachelor’s degree in Soil & 
Crop Science and started as a 
Soil Conservationist in Henry 
County in 1981. 

Next, he worked at 
Hancock and Henderson 
County SCS offi  ces before 
coming to DeKalb County 
in March, 1986. When SCS 
changed their name to NRCS, 
Mike became the District 
Conservationist. 

He has worked with a 
variety of soil conservation 
programs including the 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
Conservation Security Program, 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program, Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation Program and the 
Wetlands Reserve Program.

For years, Mike was involved in 
the physical structural development 
of waterways, fi lter strips, terraces 

and ponds. With conservation 
programs now connected to the farm 
program, in recent years he has been 
in the offi  ce developing contracts 
with farmers and partnering with 
the Farm Service Agency and Soil 
& Water Conservation District with 
technical support and assistance. 

In retirement, Mike plans to 
spend more time at their family 
cabin in Northern Wisconsin and 
hunt wildlife. He also wants to 
continue to offi  ciate high school 
baseball, football and basketball 
games. To keep him connected to 
conservation, Mike says he may work 
part-time surveying waterways and 
designing conservation structures 
with the Agricultural Conservation 
Experimental System. 

And, of course he plans to spend 
time with family. He and his wife, 
Patti, a retired teacher, reside in 
Monroe Center. They have two adult 
sons: Seth of Monroe Center and 
Tyler (Amanda) of Stillman Valley 
and grandchildren Boyd and Aria. 

“It’s been a good career,” said 
Mike.  “And I look forward to the 
next chapter of my life.” ■

Mike Richolson retired from NRCS on April 26.
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MEMBERSHIP

Magic Waters-Cherry Valley
NEW this year! Discounted 

tickets will be available for 
Magic Waters, the home of 15 
world-class water attractions, the 
largest wave pool in Illinois, and 
numerous children’s splash and 
play zones. 

Farm Bureau has special 
discounted tickets for ONLY 
Friday and Saturday, July 12, 13, 
19, 20, 26, and July 27.

Tickets can be purchased 
at Farm Bureau in May for a 
discounted price of $18 (Savings 
of $11.99 gate price).

Magic Waters is located at 
7820 Cherryvale N. Blvd, Cherry 
Valley. ■

Theme and water park discounts available
Great America-Gurnee  This summer Great America 
introduces the triple-record breaking launch coaster, Maxx Force! 
This revolutionary new coaster will be the fastest launch coaster 
in North America. Reach speeds of 78 miles per hour in two 
seconds on this incredible record-breaker, featuring the fastest 
inversion and tallest double inversion of any roller coaster in the 
world. 

Discount tickets will be available the beginning of May at the 
Farm Bureau office. Tickets are $52 (one day general admission) 
for ages 3 and up, which is a savings of $25.99 (gate price is 
$77.99). Children 2 and under are free. These tickets do not 
include Hurricane Harbor but are valid for Fright Fest. 

Great America is located in Gurnee and is now open.

Santa’s Village-East Dundee   Santa’s Village celebrates 60 years of 
bringing joy to families with new attractions and special events. Opening this 
summer is Santa Springs, an interactive water play attraction. The water play 
structure will include dozens of water toys with two giant tipping buckets and 
six water slides. 

Discount tickets will be available to Farm Bureau members starting in May. 
Tickets can be purchased at the Farm Bureau office for $20 (savings of $6). 
These tickets are available for any day that the park is open. Parking is free.

Santa’s Village is located in East Dundee, just north of I-90 at the corner of 
Rt.25 & Rt. 72. Opening day is April 27. 

Raging Waves-Yorkville   Raging Waves is Illinois’ largest outdoor waterpark, 
located on more than 58 acres in Yorkville. This Aussie-themed, family-friendly 
waterpark features 26 water slides, three kiddie areas, a wave pool, a 1/4 mile long 
lazy river, 26 private cabanas, and more.

Raging Waves tickets are now available for purchase at Farm Bureau. Discounted 
tickets are $16 (one day admission), which is a savings of $16.99. There is a limit of 
six tickets per membership.

Raging Waves is located on Rt. 47 near Yorkville. Opening day is Saturday, May 25.
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