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Unprecedented Harvest
If I could summarize this farm year in one word I 

would have to say “unprecedented.” On my farm I am 
usually starting harvest at this time. However, with a later 
than ever planting season followed by unseasonably cool 
temperatures and ample rainfall I patiently wait. 

Well, maybe not patiently, but I wait.  
 And like many of my farmer friends, that waiting 

will be a good month longer this year. For my corn that 
I got planted in early June, the projected harvest date 
is late October. That is, if we get warm temperatures in 
September and October. 

Heaven forbid an early frost.  
Needless to say it is going to be a challenging fall 

in rural DeKalb County. Among the challenges will 
be crops that lack maturity, have high moisture levels, 
cost more to dry down and pose potential problems for 
storage in grain bins. 

In addition, we will have less daylight hours, meaning 
much of the harvest may happen after dark in less than 
ideal conditions.

So as we look ahead to the fall harvest, farmers will need 
to be extra careful while working late hours. And for my 
city friends it is a time to be more cautious when driving the 
country roads. 

 Please watch for harvest activity while on the road and 
prepare to stop for equipment entering fi elds and driving 
on the roadways. And even though it is dark and most have 
fi nished their workday, be cognizant of farmers and the late 
hours we may be working this year when harvesting crops.

Just like we started this year, we will end it in an 
“unprecedented” way. ■
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On Prairie Drive
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Find the pumpkin and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the pumpkin 

(resembling the one above) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Oct. 4 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the pumpkin 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the soybean 
contest was Gordon Rasmussen of 
Sycamore. The soybean was hidden on 
page 15 in the photo, on the straw bale, of 
the August CONNECTIONS. ■

High heels to farm fi elds
I have to admit I like shoes. My husband will tell 

you I have way too many! 
But here’s the thing, I need a variety of shoes based 

on where my stories take me (at least that’s what I 
tell him). My high heels are perfect for the offi  ce and 
for business meetings. But my heels have no place on 
farms. This farm girl knows that. There’s no reason 
to ruin a good pair of shoes trapesing through a corn 
fi eld or cattle barn. I just have to be prepared to wear 

appropriate shoes or change shoes (and sometimes clothes), when needed.
Most days I have stories scheduled. But sometimes I have to drop everything and 

head to a farm for an unscheduled visit. 
Recently, I received a phone call from a farmer who had informed me that today 

was the day to get photographs of them baling oat straw. Not tomorrow, but today. 
I glanced out my offi  ce window and agreed today was a perfect day. Then I looked 
down at my shoes. I didn’t have any backups and no time to go home and change. I 
ended up in the middle of the oats fi eld to get the shot I needed, mind you, in heels.

Another time a farmer called me and said today was the best day to talk to him in 
his combine. I complied and headed to his farm fi eld. Getting out of my car I realized I 
was wearing heels. Too late. I would climb up the combine ladder, more gingerly, and 
hope that he didn’t notice my two-inch heels.

I haven’t ruined any shoes yet, but I’ve learned to have other options in my car. Just 
in case I need to visit a farm or fi eld on short notice. Without a doubt, my old work 
boots are my best option. ■

Calendar
OCTOBER
Oct. 7
Wild Blue Ukulele
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Oct. 1

Oct. 12
Fall Trip to Galena for 
shopping & country fair
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
$30 members, $40 guests

NOVEMBER
Nov. 4
Kishwaukeys Barbershop Chorus
Prime Timers Program 
12-Noon
$7, Register by Oct. 29

Nov. 7
Andrew and His Sisters
White Pines, Mt. Morris
10:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
$55 members, $65 guests

Nov. 28-29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Farm Bureau Offi ce closed

DECEMBER
Dec. 2
The Christmas Ship 
By Rochelle Pennington
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon
$7, Register by Nov. 26

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture 
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting 
reservations contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.
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By the
 NUMBERS

Help wanted:
Veterinarians
According to the USDA there 
are shortages of veterinarians in 
44 states, across 500 counties 
within the U.S. Most of these 
underserved areas are rural.

There are only about 10 
veterinarians that work on 
livestock within DeKalb County.

61% of all veterinarians are 
women, reports the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.



“I decided to not risk late planted 
corn that likely would be wet corn 
(due to maturing later) and produce 
lower yields,” said Frost. “And 
I chose oats because it’s more 
economical than some of the other 
cover crops.”

Oats was planted on 80% 
of prevent plant acres.

He selected the cover crop of oats 
as a nutrient provider and to maintain 
soil health for next year’s corn crop. 
Frost and nine other farmers jointly 
purchased semi-loads of oats that 
originated in Canada and spread it 
over about 4,000 local acres.

The USDA reported that 80% of the 
cover crops grown in the county were 
oats. Other cover crops planted were: 
a variety of grasses, cereal rye, fi eld 
radishes, wheat, hay and soybeans. ►
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Crop Update: Big cover crop of oats,     late corn harvest on the horizon
When you are used to seeing fi eld 

after fi eld of corn in the county this 
year you may have noticed another 
crop instead. Oats. 

That’s because some farmers weren’t 
able to get their corn planted due to an 
extremely wet spring and ticking time 
clock for planting fi eld corn in northern 
Illinois. The USDA recently released 
numbers of unplanted acres, which is 
referred to as prevent plant acres.

48,827 acres of the county’s 
corn didn’t get planted.

In July, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau had estimated one-fourth of 
the county’s total corn acreage went 
unplanted. The actual numbers were 
reported by the USDA in August 
indicating 23% of the county corn 
acreage ended up as prevent plant 
acres. 

DeKalb County had the third 
largest number of prevent plant 
corn acres in the state at 48,827 
acres, behind Kankakee’s 50,857 
prevent plant corn acres and the 
state leader – Bureau  County’s 
62,361 acres.

Total acres planted in corn for the 
county amounted to 163,392 acres. 

Because soybeans can tolerate 
a later window for planting, the 
majority of soybean acres got 
planted by the end of June. Total 
acres planted in soybeans were 
118,163 acres with only 4,080 
soybean acres in prevent plant, 
according to the USDA.

Farmers like Don Frost of 
Hinckley opted to plant a cover 
crop of oats because he was unable 
to plant fi eld corn in a timely 
manner. All of the 1,200 corn acres 
that he farms went into oats.

Oats are grown on all of his corn acres. Don Frost, Hinckley farmer, chose to grow oats on the 1,200 acres he farms, which 
is typically in fi eld corn. His wet fi elds in June made his decision easy. Now he is baling some of his oats to use as cattle feed. 

Thousands of acres of cover crops are growing in fi elds where corn typically grows in DeKalb County.
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Crop Update: Big cover crop of oats,     late corn harvest on the horizon

be chopping cover crops or baling 
them to help with the shortage of 
livestock feed. 

Local farmers began cutting oats 
last week when it was in the milk 
stage to capture the most protein 
value. Farmers baled the oats into 
large round bales and then encased 
them in plastic to preserve the 
roughage and keep it from spoiling 
while being stored on their farms. 

“Wrapped up in silage bags, the 
bales of oats ferment like corn 
silage, which will eventually be fed 

Corn still maturing, later harvest expected. With most local corn planted 
in early to mid-June, the crop is about a month behind in maturity. Farmers expect the 
majority of harvest activity in November. 

Green fi elds of oats seen, instead of corn fi elds. Many farmers are growing 
oats instead of corn as prevent plant acres. 80 percent of the cover crops chosen to 
replace corn are oats. 

Farmers planted about 45,000 
acres of oats this year.

In an average year, DeKalb County 
farmers plant about 4,500 acres of 
oats. This year’s unsettling crop year 
prompted ten times more oats with 
around 45,000 acres planted as a 
cover crop.

It’s been 15 years since Don Frost 
has planted oats, as a feed crop for 
his cattle. Years ago he planted it with 
alfalfa to have a mixture of oat straw 
and alfalfa hay. Another reason for 
choosing oats as a cover crop this 
year was potentially for livestock 
feed.

The rules for prevent plant acres 
allow farmers to make their own 
choices of cover crops but they are 
not allowed to harvest the crop and 
sell the grain based on receiving a 
crop insurance payment. However, 
they can use the crop to feed livestock 
due to the hay shortage.

Cover crops are being baled 
and used as livestock feed.

After Sept. 1, farmers could use 
their cover crop acres for forage or 
livestock feed. Some farmers will 

to our beef cattle,” said Frost. He has 
a cow-calf herd which will utilize the 
round bales of oats. The Hinckley 
farmer expects to bale about 10 
percent of his oat acres.

A late harvest season looms 
as maturity lags behind.

Ask a farmer about the upcoming 
harvest and most say: Time will tell.

Mark Tuttle, Somonauk farmer, is 
unsure of this year’s corn crop. “It 
needs more heat and more growing 
degree days to reach maturity,” he 
said. 

With most local corn planted in 
early to mid-June, the crop is about a 
month behind in maturity. 

Tuttle expects the majority 
of harvest activity to happen in 
November, compared to October in 
most years. He and other farmers 
anticipate a wetter crop, reduced 
yields and lower test weights based 
on the lateness of this year’s crop. ■
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Deanne Frieders

the

Deanne Frieders is a farm woman from 
rural Waterman who raises four kids and a 
dog, constantly cooks, blogs, and helps her 
husband with the family grain farm.

Gearing up for Meals on Wheels
This time of year is fi lled with bustling schedules. From back to 

school routines and fi lled up sporting schedules to the start of the fall 
harvest season, this is the time of year when it’s go, go, go time. 

So it only makes sense that with all this activity, on the go meals 
become essential, too.

While a quick trip through the drive thru may work with back to 
school schedules, harvest meals on the go are a completely diff erent 
circumstance.

Harvest means “go time” around here. Sure, time is of the essence but 
then again, eating is a necessity, too!

When working during this time of the year, farmers are working 
against a variety of ever changing conditions. Weather fl uxuations, 
equipment breakdowns, early frosts...they are all reasons why farmers 
keep the tractors moving for maximum productivity whenever they can. 

So when our farmers head out at 5 or 6 a.m. and work until 9 or 10 
p.m., let’s just say feeding strategy becomes an essential part of our 
operation. The food I prep is an important contribution to our harvest 
routine.

There are two schools of thought that come to fi eld meals, or tractor 
meals, as we sometimes call them.

Many farmers like to keep 
the equipment moving! 
For this reason, they want 
something they can hold in 
one hand while driving with 
the other.

A cold ham and cheese 
sandwich fi ts the bill here but 
let’s get creative! How about 
a quesadilla, hot pocket, 
calzone or some leftover 

pizza? They can eat with one hand and drive with the other. 
Whatever they’re eating, it has to be fi lling but not so much that it’s 

naptime inducing.
Other farmers are game for a quick lunch stop. 
For our farm operation, we take a 15-20 minute break when we can. 

It’s a chance for everyone to discuss, reconnect and recharge, if only for 
a few minutes. (Plus, my in-laws get to see their grandkids, an added 
farm family bonus.)

So when our farmers head out 
at 5 or 6 a.m. and work until 
9 or 10 p.m., let’s just say feeding 
strategy becomes an essential 
part of our operation. The food I 
prep is an important contribution 
to our harvest routine.

For our quick stop meals, I employ a no 
knife required strategy. I get to serve a little 
more creative food these days. Things like 
stir fry, chili, and baked potatoes can fi t the 
bill instead of a typical sandwich. 

And, I like to pack a snack for later. 
Something for later, to break up the 
monotony of a long day a bit.

There’s just one thing, though. There’s 
no noon whistle that blows out in the fi elds.

From sandwiches to chili, whatever 
we’re eating out in the fi eld has to be just 
as fl exible as we are. It may have to sit 
for an hour, or sometimes more. So many 
variables, all in the name of feeding people 
I love. 

I always say there’s no “right way” to 
feed your family and the same goes for 
feeding farmers.

If a meal’s a fl op, no biggie. There’s 
always tomorrow. In the meantime, you 
can be assured the tractors will keep on 
moving. ■
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Honey Dijon Turkey Burgers
Ingredients:
2 T dijon mustard 2 T finely chopped red onion 
1 tsp honey 1-2 tsp hot sauce such as Tabasco 
1 lb. ground turkey 4 burger buns

Instructions: In a medium bowl, gently combine all ingredients except the burger buns. 
When mixed, shape into four patties. Grill over medium heat 12-15 minutes, turning 
once. Cook until meat reaches 165 degrees. Serve with desired toppings.

Notes: Use ground turkey with some fat content to keep the burgers juicy!

Easy Pork Stir Fry
Ingredients:
1/4 cup reduced sodium soy sauce 1 pound pork tenderloin 
1/2 cup water 1 1/2 T olive oil, divided 
4 T honey 24 ounces frozen stir-fry vegetable blend 
1 T cornstarch

Instructions: In a small bowl, mix soy sauce, water, honey and cornstarch. Set aside. 
Slice the tenderloin in half lengthwise to make 2 pieces, then slice into smaller slices 
approximately 1/4 inch thick. Place into a bowl and add 1/2 tablespoon olive oil. Mix 
well and set aside. Heat a large skillet over high heat. Add 1 tablespoon oil to coat the 
pan. Add pork pieces and cook, stirring constantly, until the pork is cooked, about 4 
minutes. Remove cooked pork and set aside. Add frozen veggies to the pan and cook 
over medium high heat until thawed. Return pork to the pan. Add soy sauce mixture 
and cook over high heat, stirring constantly, until the soy sauce mixture begins to boil. 
Reduce heat to low. Sauce will thicken and coat the stir fry as it cools. 

Baja Burgers
This Baja burger is bursting with flavor! An all beef patty combined with green chiles, 
spices and then topped off with a slice of cheese, avocado and cilantro. 

Ingredients:
1 pound ground beef 1 tsp chili powder 
1 4 oz can green chilis 4 slices cheddar cheese 
2 tsp dried cilantro 1 avocado sliced 
1/2 tsp salt 4 brioche buns (or buns of choice)

Instructions: In a large bowl, combine the beef, green chilis and spices. Using clean 
hands, lightly mix to combine. Shape into four patties. Cook in a skillet or on the grill 
over medium heat until cooked to your liking. Top with cheese and avocado and serve 
on buns. Add jalapeños if you like extra heat! ■

by Deanne Frieders

Part of my goal in feeding our farmers is to help nourish 
them when they’re working long hours during harvest. 
These Field-Friendly meals do just that!

To see more of Deanne’s Handheld Eats recipes go 
to thisfarmgirlcooks.com.
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We can now get 
creative with those 
hardy plants that will 
be able to tolerate 
early frosts. We will 
turn to anemones, 
asters, mums and 
sedums to spice up 
our fall gardens.
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

An understanding of frost in 
northern Illinois will help us with our 
garden planning. In a typical year, 
frost arrival dates can be anywhere 
between Oct. 5 to Oct.15.

There are two types of frost events. 
Early season frosts are usually 
radiation frosts. Cool air from Canada 
accompanied by light winds and clear 
skies will cause this type of frost to 
form. Advection frosts, occurring 
later in the season, are the result 
of deep, cold air masses arriving 
from Canada and quickly plunging 
temperatures into the 20’s. This 
second category of frosts will kill 
most non-hardy vegetation.

As gardeners, we know that as frost 
season sets in, we will lose a large 
majority of our plants. However. 
we can now get creative with those 
hardy plants that will be able to 
tolerate early frosts. We will turn to 
anemones, asters, mums and sedums 
to spice up our fall gardens.

Fall anemones are large, attractive 
plants. Japanese anemone is a 
beautiful plant that grows from a 
cluster of maple-shaped leaves near 
the ground. The anemone then sends 
up a series of long, wiry stems topped 
with delicate, cup-shaped fl owers. 
Profusely blooming from late July 
into October, anemones occur in 
attractive colors or white, pink, rose 
or lilac.

Asters come alive during the fall 
months. They will produce the most 
successful fall bloom period if they 
have been pinched back a couple of 
times during the growing season. 
Pinching back creates a much fuller 
plant which then blooms in the fall 
when other plants have stopped 
growing. The aster plants can grow 
from 2 to 6 feet depending on the 
variety. Color options include white, 
blue, lavender, pink and rose.

Chrysanthemums are perhaps the 
most famous of the hardy fall plants 
that tolerate cold temperatures and 
frosts. Mums should be planted in 
the spring to allow for good root 
development. Pinching back for 
mums should be completed by 
July 15. Two tips for successfully 
wintering them over include leaving 
the dead stems in place and mounding 
up dirt at the base of the plant. My 
mums always succumbed to winter 
kill until I tried the above tips. They 
have now been growing and thriving 
for the last three years. These tips 
really work.

The last of the recommended 
perennial plants for cold toughness 
is the sedum family. ‘Autumn Joy’ 
sedum holds the record for the most 
frequently used of the fall sedums. 
Its large, versatile blooms transform 
from lime green, to pink to dark rose 
as temperatures cool. This is certainly 

a plant that is major “bang for your 
buck.” There are, however, many 
other attractive sedums that also 
tolerate the cold well. ‘Matrona’ is 
a newer more medium sized sedum. 
In contrast to its beautiful pink 
blossoms, the stems are a striking, 
dark burgundy.

Not to be out done by the 
perennials, the annuals would like 
to off er a couple of fun plants with 
very good cold tolerance. Pansies 
and violas would like to put in a 
bid for attention. New varieties of 
these old time favorites have been 
hybridized to withstand extreme 
cold temperatures. More colors 
and varieties are being introduced 
every year and can be found at the 
nurseries often with ‘Polar’ of ‘Icicle’ 
as part of their name. These  plants 
for fall gardens usually appear at 
garden centers in late August or early 
September.  Little pansies and violas 
look great in planters or containers.

The threat of cold weather does 
not have to signal the end of the 
garden season. With the use of cold 
tolerant plants, we can put on a 
vibrant autumn display and extend 
the pleasure of time working in our 
gardens. ■

Flowers of the Frost 
Fall is often the forgotten gardening season. However, fall is one of the most beautiful 
of the seasons in nature and can be equally amazing in our home gardens. There exists 
a good selection of plants that do well in the fall and right up to the time when frost 
begins to appear.
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Q: Will this year’s cover crops be utilized by beef cattle? 

A: Cover crops can be harvested for livestock feed. On our 
prevent plant acres we grew sorghum-sudan grass 
(instead of fi eld corn) and will be chopping it and feeding 
it to our cattle.

Roy Plote is a sixth generation farmer from 
Leland. He farms with his brother, raising 
beef cattle, corn, soybeans, wheat and hay. 
Roy and his wife have two sons.

Many acres in DeKalb County and surrounding counties were not 
planted to the usual fi eld corn or soybean crops due to the severe wet 
weather delaying planting in the months of June and July.  

Some farmers with crop insurance coverage chose to not plant the 
traditional crops and risk the late maturity and further growing season 
unknowns. These unplanted corn/soybean acres are called prevent 
plant acres. 

With prevent plant, the cover crop provision allowed for certain 
crops to be planted on these acres, with the restriction that they 
be harvested or grazed as forage only for livestock, not seed, after 
Sept 1. 

Some of the most common examples of cover crops planted locally 
are oats, wheat, rye, triticale, legumes, radishes, sorghum, grasses, and 
even corn.

Driving around the county you don’t see livestock grazing in a 
fi eld of cover crops. Many of the cattle are fed in buildings or feedlot 
systems for effi  ciency. Therefore, if cover crops are to be harvested 
they will likely be cut, allowed to dry and baled, or chopped and 
ensiled in a silo, bag, or bunker.  

Although the sorghum-sudan grass will make potentially good 
roughage, it will not be cheap or easy to handle. Drying or wilting 
the crops in September can be a challenge. Cold, cloudy, dewy, or 
rainy conditions do not allow for easy harvest or storability. 

Our cattle our normally fed corn silage harvested around Sandwich 
Fair time at 50-60% moisture. This year, our June planted corn will not 
reach that moisture until the end of September at the earliest. Thus, the 
sorghum-sudan grass we planted on some of our prevent plant acres 
will be chopped instead of corn. 

The quality of the grass feed will not be equal to the quality of 
corn silage. We will need to feed more corn in the ration to equal 
the energy value diff erence. There is also more undigestible fi ber in 
sorghum compared to corn. 

Establishing the cover crops this year was 
also a challenge. As the crops were planted 
in generally some of the best fi eld conditions 
of the season, the rains shut off  for a couple 
weeks causing uneven emergence and weed 
problems. Many of the cover crops have a 
limited list of approved weed herbicides. 
The list is shortened further by the time of 
rotation to the next crop and contingent on 
planting a mix of grass and legumes.  

Bottom line, some cover crop fi elds have 
weeds present that can cause cattle to 
reject the feed or even become ill. Ensiling 
can help lower the likelihood of a problem, 
but if baled, smaller animals could have 
more serious eff ects. Weeds can also hinder 
the speed of drying of the crop to be baled 
and then lead to bales that heat up and could 
become a fi re hazard. ■
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FARM & FOOD
Are there regulations covering what can be fed to animals
raised for food?

Yes, there are regulations on animal feed. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is in charge of inspecting feed 

mills to ensure quality ingredients are going into animal feed. There are 
regulations on what types of feed can be given to diff erent animal species. 

For instance, because of concerns over Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy (sometimes called Mad Cow Disease), the U.S. has banned 
feeding ruminant products back to ruminants since 1997. 

Nutritionists, livestock producers and feed company personnel have a 
shared responsibility to ensure good quality feed is off ered to our food-
producing animals.

What are diets of beef cattle comprised of?
The common ingredient across all beef cattle diets is grain – typically 

corn or corn products – as it is an excellent source of energy (calories) for 
animals. 

However, diff erent animal species have diff erent digestive systems and 
can utilize other feedstuff s for energy, protein, vitamins and minerals. As 
living beings, animals have a daily requirement for energy, protein, vitamins 
and minerals. 

Animals such as cattle, sheep, goats and bison are called ruminants, which 
means their stomachs have multiple compartments to facilitate their unusual 
digestive system. These animals can utilize forages like hay, corn silage and 
oat silage as an energy and protein source. Silage is created by harvesting a 
crop while it is still green, chopping it fi nely and packing it tightly in a silo 
for storage. 

Protein sources for all animals can also come from soybeans, canola, 
sunfl owers and many other plants. Those also provide essential amino acids 
that animals need for growth and development. 

Vitamins and minerals come from natural plant sources, organic sources 
(limestone, bicarbonate), and many other supplements, much like people 
meet their daily vitamin and mineral requirements.

Should consumers be concerned 
about the use of candy and 
baked goods in these diets?

Candy and other baked goods 
provide an energy source for animals, 
just like they do for people. However, 
it is the balance of those energy 
sources with the right amount of 
protein and minerals that ensures 
animals meet their daily requirements 
for growth and development. 

Just like too much candy on 
Halloween upsets a child’s stomach, 
too much of one thing in an animal’s 
diet can have the same eff ect. 

That is why so much care goes into 
growing feed, harvesting it at the 
right time, and off ering a balance of 
diff erent nutrients to our animals to 
meet their needs. ■
Source: Best Food Facts; Dr. Danelle Bickett-

Weddle, Iowa State University 
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“Static” is likely the best way 
to describe what is happening 
with prices being paid for Illinois 
farmland.

This is according to the annual 
Mid-Year Snapshot Survey done by 
the Illinois Society of Professional 
Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers 
among its members and those closely 
allied to the industry. 

“We have seen a minute drop of 
one percent in the value of Excellent 
Productivity farmland to $10,497 
per acre in the fi rst half of the year,” 
said David Klein, AFM, ALC, vice 
president of First Mid Ag Services, 
Bloomington, and overall chair of 
the Society’s Land Values and Lease 
Trends project. 

“There was no change in the price 
of Good Productivity farmland and 
it is holding at $8,240. Average 
Productivity land is stable at $6,081 
and Fair Productivity land saw a 4.6 
percent decrease in value to $4,898 
per acre,” said Klein.

The Productivity Indexes are 
based on Bulletin 811 standards 
where Excellent Quality farmland 
averages over 190 bushels of corn 
per acre with a soil productivity 
index of 133 or higher, Good Quality 
farmland averages between 170 
and 190 bushels per acre with a 
soil productivity index of 117-132, 
Average Quality farmland averages 
between 150 and 170 bushels per 
acre with a soil productivity index 

Illinois farmland values only slightly changed

of 100-116 and no irrigation, and Fair 
Quality farmland averages below 
150 bushels per acre with a soil 
productivity index under 100.

“The expectations are that land 
prices are either going to stay the same 
or decrease by less than three percent 
over the next six months,” Klein 
reported.

“Factors that could impact prices 
in a positive way are increases in 
commodity prices, any changes 
in interest rates, domestic biofuel 
policy and the successful negotiation 
and implementation of new trade 
agreements with other countries. We’re 
all closely watching what happens with 
the trade situation with China, the need 
for passage of the USMCA agreement 
by Congress and the recent agreement 
by Japan to buy large amounts of U.S.-
produced corn,” said Klein.

Impact of Prevent Plant Program
The survey indicates that 31 percent 

of the farm managers reported 
some USDA Prevent Plant Program 
participation on the farms they 
manage. Of those that experienced 
prevented planting on managed acres, 
15 percent of the corn acres and fi ve 
percent of the soybean acres were 
Prevent Plant. 

The major reasons for taking Prevent 
Plant were that the farmland was 
never fi t to plant and Prevent Plant had 
higher expected returns than planting.  

Lowering of the farm’s crop 
insurance Annual Production History 
yield was indicated as important in 
35 percent of the cases. 

Cash rent trends similar
Cash rents for 2019 and 2020 are 

tracking along with the prices being 
paid for land in that there is little 
expected in terms of changes,” says 
Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D., University 
of Illinois Department of Ag and 
Consumer Economics. 

Schnitkey notes that rental rates 
for Excellent Quality land averaged 
at $302 per acre for 2019 and is 
expected to be set at $298 per acre 
for 2020. Good productivity land is 
at $261 and is expected to fade very 
slightly to $254. Average Quality 
land is at $212 and is expected to 
drop to $205 and Fair Quality land 
will adjust from $170 per acre to 
$167.

He says the factors that could 
impact rental rates positively will 
be higher corn prices – respondents 
expect 2019 prices to average $4.05 
per bushel – which could come 
about with the possibility of trade 
resolutions with China. 

Negative factors will be higher 
production costs for 2020 as well 
as yields and soybean prices, also 
impacted by China’s demand for 
product with their outbreak of 
African Swine Fever. ■

Factors that could impact 
farmland prices would be 
increases in commodity prices, 
any changes in interest rates, 
domestic biofuel policy, and 
new trade agreements with 
other countries.  

FARM COUNTRy
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Farmers may apply for a special 
permit that allows up to a maximum 
10% over their gross vehicle weight, 
axle weight and registered weight 
limits. For permits on state routes, 
farmers must obtain a permit from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT).

Kirby Wagner with the Illinois 
Farm Bureau pointed out Harvest 
Season Permits are required for any 
county, municipal and/or township 
road farmers will haul on. Those 
permits must be obtained from each 
road jurisdiction.

Farmers must carry the IDOT 
harvest season permit and biweekly 
route authorization with them, which 
may be carried electronically on a 
smartphone or tablet. Along with the 
permit and route authorization, form 
OPER 993 must be carried.

Wagner reviewed some of the 
details required for the online form, 
which were also required last fall.

Actual gross weight: This is the 
intended combined weight of the 
permitted truck with its load. For a 
fi ve-axle semi, this would normally 
be 88,000 pounds – not the 80,000-

Harvest Season Permits now available
pound standard weight for that 
vehicle. Short-wheelbase semis 
could be limited to something less, 
depending on their axle spacing.

Some loads might be less than 
88,000 pounds, but farmers do not 
need to lower the gross weight 
estimate for those loads. The 
permit remains valid as long as the 
weight is equal to or less than that 
permitted weight.

Method of movement: The form 
off ers options of “loaded” or “self-
propelled,” which refer to “what it 
is that creates the need for a permit 
-- either the cargo that is loaded or 
the vehicle itself.” For a Harvest 
Season Permit, select “loaded.”

Axle weight: For a fi ve-axle 
semi to reach the allowable 88,000-
pound gross weight, individual 
and tandem axle weights need to 
take full advantage of the 10% 
overweight allowed.

Tandems that normally are 
allowed to carry 34,000 pounds 
will each need to carry 37,400 
pounds. Meanwhile, the steer 
axle would have to carry 13,200 
pounds.

Axle spacing: The fi rst 
measurement starts at the center of 
axle 1 (the steer axle) and extends 
to the center of axle 2. The next 
measurement starts at the center 
of axle 2 to axle 3. Continue that 
process through each pair of two 
consecutive axles, he said. Each 
distance needs to be recorded in feet 
and inches.

Visit IDOT’s ITAP website at 
webapps.dot.illinois.gov/ITAP to 
apply for a permit for each vehicle 
and specify the route that will be 
traveled. Each state permit must be 
updated every two weeks. ■

FARM COUNTRy

Farmers may now apply for Harvest Season Permits from IDOT and road jurisdictions.

Save money & energy 
with ComEd Ag  program

The biggest challenge to 
reducing energy use in a farm or 
agribusiness is knowing where to 
start. ComEd Energy Effi  ciency 
Program Agricultural off ering has 
services and incentives to help you 
identify money-and energy-saving 
opportunities.

First, their agriculture-focused 
team will perform a FREE facility 
walkthrough to help you identify 
energy effi  ciency opportunities. 
Next, they’ll help you identify 
incentives available for a number of 
equipment upgrades, including LED 
lighting upgrades, insulated livestock 
waterers, environmental controls 
and more. And they’ll be with you 
every step of the process through 
implementation.

Whether you’re a livestock farm, 
greenhouse, or crop farm, ComEd can 
help you save money and energy.

For more information visit: 
ComEd.com/AgriculturalSavings, 
or email: BusinessEE@ComEd.com 
or call 855-433-2700. ■
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Sometimes the cards just fall into place. In this 
case, four key “cards” came together: an idea, a need, 
funding, and a way to implement the idea.

An Idea
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s ag literacy resource 

library has for many years maintained a “preschool 
barn” (now redeveloped as the Farm Discovery Kit) 
for teachers to borrow. It contains children’s books, 
lessons, and farm toys. It also contained a Farm 
Animals Concentration Game. 

While taking inventory of the barn one day, Ag 
Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins noticed that 
some of the concentration game cards were tattered 
or missing. She made a mental note to acquire a 
replacement set, as its shabby condition proved it was 
a much-used teaching tool. Pondering whether the 
original set of cute cartoon farm animal cards was still 
available for sale, a thought struck her.

“Why use cartoon farm animals?” she thought. “Why can’t we use photos 
of real animals? In fact, why stop there? What about crops, buildings, and 
machines? What if we used photos of things area kids might actually see in 

their daily lives?”
She drafted a set of 

matching photo cards 
and took them home to 
play the game with her 
own preschooler. Soon 
afterwards, her daughter 
began delightedly 
pointing out grain bins, 
machine sheds, corn 
fi elds, and tractors—all 
images included in the 
card set—while riding in 
the car. 

Rhodora became 
excited about the game’s 
potential to increase 
understanding of farming. 
Perhaps it could be made 
available to preschool and 
kindergarten teachers, 
along with an instruction 
booklet with explanations 
of each photo for 
background knowledge.

 

The Perfect Match
Community players come together to boost 
ag literacy among young children.

A Need
During a conversation with 

Regional Superintendent of Schools 
Amanda Christensen, Rhodora learned 
of the DeKalb County Community 
Foundation’s (DCCF) Kindergarten 
Readiness Initiative. Remembering 
her idea of making it available to 
preschool teachers, she described the 
matching game concept.

The game might be an ideal 
component of the Kindergarten 
Readiness Toolkits that DCCF is 
coordinating and funding, Amanda 
noted. It would foster family 
interaction, children’s awareness of 
the world around them, and language 
skills.

Soon after this conversation, Farm 
Bureau’s Ag Literacy Committee 
met. By coincidence, committee 
member Marcy Billington was also 
a member of DCCF’s Kindergarten 
Readiness Collaborative. With years 
of kindergarten teaching experience 
herself, Marcy was excited about the 
game’s potential as a school readiness 
tool. The rest of the committee was, 
too. ►

The Farm Matching Game includes 30 farm images (for a total of 60 
cards) and a 14-page instructions & fun facts booklet in a drawstring 
bag. Game cards can also be used to build early childhood skills such 
as sorting, sequencing, counting, and letter/word recognition.

Collaboration between DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and the DeKalb County Community Foundation will 
enable Farm Matching Games to be distributed to 
over 1,000 families in the spring of 2020 during 
kindergarten registration. (From left) DCCF’s 
Community Engagement Director Teri Spartz, Farm 
Bureau Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins, and 
volunteer Marcy Billington worked on the project.
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Starting Nov. 1, a limited number of Farm 
Matching Games will be available for sale 
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi ce. 
Games will be $10 each. All proceeds will 
be directed to the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture for future 
ag literacy efforts.

Funding from local farmers, the Pipestone System, and the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture made the Farm Matching Game a reality. Here, 
(from left) farmers Carl Heide of Future Pork, Pat Dumoulin and Mike Dumoulin 
with Independence Pork, and Melody Hall from the Foundation review the game.

Hinckley preschooler Dempsey Youngmark and his mom, Heather, 
enjoy a sneak preview of the new Farm Matching Game. Dempsey will 
be a kindergartner at Hinckley-Big Rock Elementary in the fall of 2020. 
He and hundreds of children across DeKalb County will receive the 
game as part of a Kindergarten Readiness Kit.

Funding
Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy 

Coordinator requested quotes from 
companies that could produce 
the game. Months passed. Then, 
another card fell into place. 

Local farmers who raise pigs in 
partnership with Minnesota-based 
Pipestone System approached Farm 
Bureau with a desire to support an 
agricultural awareness project.

The farmers with Advantage 
Pork, Elite Pork, Future Pork, 
Independence Pork and Precision 
Pork agreed to provide much of 
the funding needed to produce the 
game. Pipestone System provided 
additional funds. A contribution 
from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
topped off  the total funds needed 
for production, packaging, and 
shipping. 

Finally, the game would become 
a reality.

Implementation
Back to DeKalb County 

Community Foundation’s 
Kindergarten Readiness Initiative: 

A key component of the eff ort is the creation of “toolkits” provided to parents 
during kindergarten registration. The toolkits contain items such as writing 
boards and markers, magnetic letters, scissors, crayons, and play dough. 
Teachers from each district develop the kits and apply for DCCF’s Kindergarten 
Readiness Toolkit Grant (dekalbccf.org/receive/grant-programs) to purchase 
kit contents.

Starting with kindergarten registration in 
early 2020, every toolkit distributed will 
also include a Farm Matching Game. If all 
districts and parochial schools in DeKalb 
County apply for the grant, roughly 1,100-
1,200 families will receive toolkits.

All the cards will have fallen into place. ■
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COMMUNITy

Family Ag Night Sycamore, Aug. 27
Sycamore Chamber of Commerce’s Family Ag Night is a family favorite. Farm Bureau 
and Sycamore FFA organized ag-themed activities, machinery, and livestock for a special 
evening downtown. ■

Community AGtivities
Agriculture activities are fun for the whole family. Local summer 
events drew hundreds of children and adults together to learn 
about food and farming.

Corn Fest DeKalb, Aug. 23-25
The DeKalb County Corn & Soybean Growers coordinated 
interactive ag displays for Corn Fest including an 
educational biofuel exhibit, a combine, the Farm Bureau’s 
soil tunnel and milking cow, an informational pork booth, 
and more. Other participating organizations included the 
Cattlemen’s Association, Lamb & Wool Producers, and Pork 
Producers.
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FAMILy HEALTH

Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Time for Tomatoes
Tomatoes, like art, come in hundreds of beautiful varieties.
They are versatile in cooking and highly nutritious.

Harvesting Tomatoes
Tomatoes can ripen on the vine but can also be picked a few days 

before they are perfectly ripe and ripen indoors at room temperature.
Tomatoes grown for retail are picked before they ripen so they can 

be transported to market without being bruised.
Green tomatoes can be harvested and they will ripen even without 

the sun. Clean and dry them, wrap in newspaper and set in a warm 
or cool dry place. Check frequently, removing any spoiled ones 
immediately. A banana or apple added to a bag of green tomatoes will 
speed up the ripening process.

Challenge yourself to go outside the store and fi nd varieties grown 
in season and close to home for the best fl avors.

Storage
Avoid storing in the refrigerator as they prefer to be warm. Set them 

on a counter; if they begin to attract fruit fl ies or crack, then resort to 
refrigeration.

Skins
No need to remove the skins, they 

are delicious. If they are grown in 
climates where the nights are cool, 
the skins may be tough; this is when 
peeling them would be the best 
option.

Nutrition
Tomatoes are rich in the 

antioxidant lycopene, vitamins C 
and K, fi ber, carotene and biotin.  
Lycopene is the star nutritional 
component known for its protection 
against various cancers, risk of 
heart disease and eye disease. It is 
benefi cial raw or cooked and the 
addition of its yummy friend olive oil 
helps increase the body’s ability to 
absorb the lycopene. 

• Tomato paste is a wonderful 
nutrient dense food and very 
convenient.

• Tomato sauce has fi ve times the 
lycopene as a fresh tomato.

• Lycopene develops as tomatoes 
ripen on the vine.

• Tomato sauce has 23mg lycopene 
per 1/2 cup.

Roasted Tomato Sauce  Recipe source:  Jo Cessna
Roasting brings out the natural sweetness of the tomatoes, adding depth 
to their fl avor. The soft texture that is created is pleasing.

3 lbs. tomatoes, quartered Sea salt and black pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil 2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 large yellow onion, chopped  Basil, fresh or frozen
2 medium carrots, fi nely chopped    (8 to 10 torn leaves)
4 cloves fresh garlic, chopped  

1. Heat oven to 400˚.

2. Toss together tomatoes, 
carrots and onions with olive 
oil, fresh garlic cloves, sea 
salt and black pepper. 
Spread out in a single layer 
in roasting pan and roast 
until caramelized, about 
45 minutes to 1 hour. Add 
herbs and puree until the 
desired consistency (thick or 
thin/sauce or soup), adding 
water or broth as needed.  

3. Refrigerate 1 week or 
freeze for 6 to 9 months. ■
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Sandwich Fair 2019 Scenes from the 132nd 
Sandwich Fair – Sept. 4-8

DeKalb County’s
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Halat wins at 
Illinois State Fair 
Congratulations to Mitchell Halat 
(center) for winning Reserve 
Grand Champion Barrow at this 
year’s Illinois State Fair Junior 
Show! Mitchell is the son of 
Farm Bureau members Jeff and 
Cheryl Halat (left) of Genoa. 
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Farmers still count on veterinarians to make farm calls.
Meet three local veterinarians who diagnose animal health problems, vaccinate against diseases, 

treat illnesses, perform surgeries and advise farmers on feeding and breeding.

Dr. Steve Feuerbach
Veterinarian & Relationship Manager for Pipestone Bethany

Following in his father’s footsteps, a young Steve Feuerbach tagged along 
with his dad on farm calls. With each call his appreciation grew for livestock 
and that’s when he decided to become a veterinarian, just like his dad. 

His father was a veterinarian for over 50 years in the Feuerbach’s hometown 
of Preston in east central Iowa. Aside from the veterinary practice, their family 
raised hogs and cattle and row crops. Steve, the youngest of fi ve brothers, 
helped with the farming and veterinary work.

“It’s what I did then,” said Steve. It made his college path that much easier 
choosing Iowa State for both his undergraduate studies and veterinary school. 
After attaining his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 1991, he was hired as a 
large animal veterinarian for Bethany Animal Hospital in Sycamore. 

“It’s a great profession,” stated Dr. Steve, now in his 28th year as a 
veterinarian. 

In his early days of veterinary 
medicine, he made farm calls 
to several cattle feedlots and 
swine farms in the area. Now 
he concentrates on mostly sow 
centers and just a few cattle 
feedlots based on consolidation of 
livestock farms. ►

Above: Dr. Steve is on a vet call to 
Dan Hoffman’s pork farm in rural 
Kingston.
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“My job is to focus on the primary health and welfare 
of animals. I also work closely with producers in 
evaluating production data and help them to be more 
effi cient.”

“There’s been a shift from farrow-
to-fi nish hog farms to sow farm 
cooperatives and wean-to-fi nish 
farms,” said Dr. Steve. He works 
with pork producers affi  liated with 
local sow centers and fi nishing 
barns helping to manage the pigs’ 
health care.

Two years ago the Pipestone 
System, with headquarters in 
Minnesota, purchased Bethany 
Swine Health Services, a division of 
Bethany Animal Hospital. Bethany 
has been operated by the Schelkopf 
family for more than 40 years.

The transition from Bethany 
to Pipestone changed Dr. Steve’s 
role of veterinary oversight to 
one sow farm cooperative, Elite 
Pork. Additionally, he also became 
Pipestone’s relationship manager 
for fi ve hog farm cooperatives – 
Elite Pork, Advantage Pork, Future 
Pork, Independence Pork, and 
Precision Pork. 

“Essentially I’m the conduit between Pipestone and pork 
producers, providing producers with veterinarian consultation,” 
said Dr. Steve. 

“My job is to focus on the primary health and welfare of 
animals,” he explained. “I also work closely with producers in 
evaluating production data and help them to be more effi  cient.”

The thing he likes best about being a vet: “My clients and 
the livestock.” The worst part: “Not being able to do enough 
for animals and dealing with health care challenges (diseases, 
pneumonia, shipping fever, etc.).

Working for a large corporation like Pipestone has its 
advantages, notes the 55-year-old DVM. “They have their very 
own research division for animal trials and tests. And have 
protocols in place to keep highly contagious diseases out of our 
livestock farms. Biosecurity is a necessity on all farms today.”

Outside of his veterinary work, Dr. Steve has always enjoyed 
sports. For years he played basketball in community leagues, 
with his 6’2” height advantage. Now he and his wife, Lisa, enjoy 
watching their fi ve athletic children play sports. ► 

More about Dr. Steve
• Growing up, he wanted to be a 

professional football player.

• His favorite animals are pigs and 
beef cattle.

• He doesn’t want people to know he 
perspires in his white coveralls.

• He can’t carry a tune, unlike his 
musically accomplished wife, Lisa.



22      CONNECTIONS    Sept./Oct. 2019

Dr. Lynda Gould
Veterinarian & Owner of Ashton Animal Clinics in Ashton & Kaneville

Lynda Gould is part of a growing trend of woman veterinarians. More 
than 60% of veterinarians in the U.S. are women, according to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.

She is a mixed practice veterinarian at Ashton Animal Clinics, meaning 
one-third of her business is large animals and two-thirds are small animals. 

Like other rural veterinarians, Dr. Lynda has seen a shift in the animals 
that she sees on farms and at her clinics. Previous owners/veterinarians Drs. 
McEniry and Larson were primarily large animal veterinarians who attended 
to cattle and hogs on area farms. Towards the end of their veterinary careers 
they began to also work with small animals such as cats and dogs.

“We still have cow-calf and feedlot animals as well as pigs that we provide 
veterinary services for on farms,” said Dr. Lynda. “However, many more of 
our clients’ farms are hobby farms which have some horses, sheep, donkeys, 
show cattle, goats and small ruminants. My practice of veterinary medicine 
includes consultation on animal care with production and hobby farmers.”

Dr. Lynda says she likes the variety 
of animals she cares for today. Her 
rural background puts her at ease 
with farm animals, having grown 
up raising hogs on the Gould family 
farm in Maple Park. 

But, she will tell you being a 
veterinarian wasn’t always her dream 
job. “I started out in pre-medicine. 
Then after a couple of years I 
realized I missed livestock and the ag 
community. So going to vet school 
was an easy transition.” ►

continued
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She graduated from the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2009. She also 
completed her undergraduate degree 
there, graduating with high honors by 
making the Bronze Tablet. 

In 2009, Dr. Lynda was hired to 
join the Ashton Clinic as a second 
veterinarian. Three years later she 
purchased the clinic and has grown 
the business to a three-vet mixed 
animal clinic. This year she bought a 
second clinic at Kaneville, outside of 
Elburn. 

Dr. Lynda, 37, specializes in 
reproductive services, ophthalmology 
and livestock management.

The best part of her job: “No two 
days are alike,” she stated. “There’s 
always a diff erent problem.” That also 
is her least favorite aspect of being a 
DVM – “unpredictable days.”

In the future she hopes to continue 
to grow the clinics and hire at least 
two more veterinarians. “There’s a 
real shortage of veterinarians,” stated 
Dr. Lynda. “Particularly, large animal 
veterinarians. It’s a tight job market.”

Dr. Lynda wants others to know 
that veterinarians wear many hats and 
accomplish a variety of tasks. Some 

include: dermatologist, surgeon, phlebotomist, contagious disease specialist, 
dentist, general physician, ophthalmologist, cardiologist, radiologist, ultra-
sonographer, endocrinologist, Ob/Gyn, ER doctor, among other roles.

Having time off  is important to this female veterinarian. Daily she 
juggles her veterinary work with her young family. Her husband, Austin 
Shingledecker, is a fi reman and they have two young children Ellie and 
Hudson. When she does have some extra time she likes to cook and travel. ►

“We still have cow-calf and 
feedlot animals as well 
as pigs that we provide 
veterinary services for on 
farms. However, many more 
of our clients’ farms are 
hobby farms.”

More about Dr. Lynda
• She had aspirations of going to 

medical school before going to 
veterinary school.

• Her favorite animals are beef cattle 
and dogs.

• Her entire family bleeds orange 
and blue as University of  Illinois 
graduates.

• She graduated the same year (2009) 
that women fi rst outnumbered men 
of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association.

• If she wasn’t a veterinarian she 
would be a nurse.
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Dr. Paul Augustine
Veterinarian with Malta 
Veterinary Hospital

Malta Veterinary Hospital has been 
in business for over 50 years. Doc 
Lund started the business on the south 
side of town which later was acquired 
by Dr. Chet Palmer, who built the 
current clinical building in 1977. Dr. 
Bill Augustine joined Palmer in the 
practice and eventually purchased the 
Veterinary Hospital. 

“I remember coming to the clinic 
as a preschooler, with Dad,” said 
Paul Augustine. “Then going on farm 
calls.”

The family-owned clinic, located 
on Rt. 38 west of Malta, was some 
days sort of a home away from home 
for the Augustines who lived south of 
town. Owning the clinic and having 
some of their own animals kept the 
family engaged in animal husbandry. 
Paul especially liked riding his horses 
during his youth.

These personal experiences 
provided Paul with the platform for 
choosing to become a veterinarian. 

Paul graduated from the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2007. He also completed 
his undergraduate studies at the U of I 
in animal science. 

Dr. Paul then returned to the 
family business to join his father 
in the veterinary practice. “Our 
family consists of veterinarians 
and teachers,” explained Paul. He 
followed the same career path as his 
father and his sister chose to be a teacher, like their mother. 

Veterinary medicine changed from the time his father became a vet in 
the mid-1970s to when Dr. Paul joined the practice 12 years ago. “Dad’s 
share of work was 80% with large animals, like cattle and hogs. Now, my 
work is about 20% with large animals and 80% with small animals.”

Besides the shift in animal systems, Dr. Paul also noted that farmers are 

continued

doing more of the preventive health care 
measures. “Years ago veterinarians did 
most of the vaccines. Dad would castrate 
pigs and give them booster shots. Not 
anymore. Farmers do it themselves.” ►
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“Some of the changes I 
see coming in veterinarian 
medicine are: insurance 
coverage for pets, people 
being exposed to more 
medical information via the 
internet and self-diagnosis 
of animals, opportunities 
for more specialized animal 
health services, and the 
trend towards corporations 
acquiring clinics.”

Yet Dr. Paul still makes large 
animal farm calls for animal 
sicknesses, diseases and birthing 
problems, but many of his farm 
visits are at hobby farms and include 
consultations. At the clinic, he 
typically takes care of small animals 
with a variety of health needs and 
performs surgeries. 

The 40-year-old veterinarian likes 
being a mixed animal veterinarian. “I 
like the interaction between animals 
and people. There are diff erent 
challenges every day and I like that 
too because it keeps me on my toes!”

What frustrates the animal doctor 
is “not being able to do what needs 
to be done to make an animal better, 
based on fi nancial limitations, 
the animal’s health status or other 
reasons.” That’s what keeps him up 
at night. 

He and his wife, Jami, a small 
animal veterinarian, frequently 
discuss the future of their industry. 
Some of the changes they see 
coming are: insurance coverage for 
pets, people being exposed to more 
medical information via the internet 

and self-diagnosis of animals, opportunities for more specialized animal 
health services, and the trend towards corporations acquiring clinics. 

Dr. Paul says his semi-retired father occasionally fi lls in for him at 
their family-owned clinic to give him a break and allow Paul to enjoy an 
afternoon off  to play a game of golf. ■

More about Dr. Paul
• When he was younger, he loved 

riding horses. Now, he likes beef 
cattle and dogs.

• He met his wife, Jami, in college. 
She’s a small animal veterinarian.

• His strangest surgery was 
removing a rubber ducky from a 
dog’s stomach.

• He thought about becoming a 
podiatrist.
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Honey Hill Orchard
Kathy Bock & Family
11783 Waterman Rd., Waterman
815-264-3337
www.honeyhillorchard.com

Apples, honey, raspberries, pumpkins, 
squash, Indian corn, apple cider, apple pies, 
cider donuts, caramel apples. Open daily 
9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. Weekend 
wagon rides, farm petting zoo, children’s 
straw bale maze.

Johnson’s Pumpkin Stand 
& Corn Maze
Dean & Charlene Johnson
1765 W. State St., Sycamore
815-895-3752
www.johnsonspumpkinsandmaze.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, corn stalks, 
broom corn, Indian corn, straw bales, 
bittersweet. Corn Mazes. Open daily 10 a.m. 
- 6 p.m. thru Oct. 31.

For additional information go to 
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org under 
“Local Agriculture” and click on 
“Farm Products.” Farm Bureau 
members who would like to be 
added to the directory listing may 
contact the Farm Bureau offi ce, 
815-756-6361, or complete the 
online form.

You’ll fi nd fresh, delicious apples, and all sizes and varieties of pumpkins, along with other produce and 
fall ornamentals at local farm stands and orchards this fall. Here’s a list of Farm Bureau members who 
are included in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Farm Products Directory.

Jonamac Orchard
Gerald, Mary Lynn, Kevin & Denice McArtor, 
Mike & Jenna Spychal
19412 Shabbona Rd., Malta
815-825-2158
www.jonamacorchard.com

Apples, pumpkins, apple cider, apple 
pies, cider donuts, caramel apples, apple 
wine, hard cider, honey, gourds & squash. 
Apple train, farm petting zoo, corn maze, 
children’s maze & playland. Open daily 9 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. thru Oct. 31. In November, 
open Weds. - Sun. thru Nov. 22.

The Pumpkin Place of Genoa 
Matt & Marina Krueger Family
16028 Melms Road
Marengo, IL 60135
847-942-1856 
mfkrueger@gmail.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, 
straw bales, stackers, cornstalks. 
Open daily 9 a.m. –  8 p.m. 
thru Oct. 31.

Theis Farm
Barbara Pondelick
6N953 County Line Rd., Maple Park
815-757-1090
www.theisfarmmarket.com

Mini to giant pumpkins, corn stalks, 
Indian corn, straw bales, winter squash, 
fall decor & gourds galore. Open thru 
Oct. 31, Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wackerlin Farm
Eric Wackerlin Family
16645 Lasher Rd., Hinckley
815-739-8794

Fall farm stand located at corner of Rt. 23 
& Rt. 30, Waterman. Pumpkins, gourds, 
squash, mums, straw bales. Open Mon.-Fri. 
11 a.m. – 6 p.m., Sat. & Sun. 9 a.m. – 6 
p.m. thru Oct. 31.

Wessels Family Farm
Rob Wessels
2023 Sycamore Rd., DeKalb
815-751-1780

Sweet corn thru Sept., 30. Pumpkins, 
apples, gourds, mums, corn stalks, 
straw bales thru Oct. 31. Open daily 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Yaeger’s Farm Market
Mark Yaeger
14643 State Rt. 38, DeKalb
815-756-6005
www.yaegersfarmmarket.com

Pumpkins, gourds, squash, apples, 
pie fi llings, mums, corn stalks, Indian 
corn, straw bales. Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. thru 
Oct. 27. Hayrides (weather permitting), 
harvest playland. ■
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Hauling grain to the 
elevator? Consider 
giving a gift of grain.

A gift of grain is another 
option of charitable giving. 
The value of the grain can 
be used to support much 
needed charitable causes in 
our local community.

Farmers may donate corn 
or soybeans by delivering 
grain to a commercial 
elevator and designate 
it to the Gift of Grain 
account. Grain donations 
may be directed to either 
the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture or the DeKalb County Community Foundation. 

These two local Foundations are collaborating to promote 
philanthropy among the agriculture community. Farmers and 
landowners may earmark grain donations for specifi c initiatives. 
Some include: agriculture awareness, education, community 

development, literacy, 
local charities, natural 
resources, nonprofi t 
support, scholarships 
and other programs.

By giving a gift of 
grain (instead of cash) farmers can realize a tax savings by not having to 
declare the amount of grain gifted as income for their farm. The grain gift 
would result in a savings of self-employment tax, federal and state income 
tax, and at the same time 100% would go to charity.

Area elevators have the Gift of Grain information to help farmers with the 
grain donation. Once the grain has been donated, the elevator will sell it at 
the spot closing price on the day of the delivery for the Gift of Grain account 
which has been established at the Community Foundation. The Community 
Foundation will receive the monetary donation and disburse funds to the 
intended charitable group. 

For more information about the Gift of Grain contact: Mariam Wassmann, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture, 815-756-6361, or 
Dan Templin, DeKalb County Community Foundation, 815-748-5383.■

FOUNDATION

Give a Gift of Grain at harvest
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Join Andrew and His Sisters in their 
costumed and piano-accompanied 
reenactment of the 1940s at White 
Pines Theater. 

While answering musical requests 
from soldiers and loved ones during 
wartime, Andrew, Patti, and Maxine 
entertain with Andrew Sisters-style 
tunes and choreography. 

Featuring favorites such as “Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy,” “In the Mood,” 
and “Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree,” 
it’s upbeat music from the past. At the 
same time it’s a touching tribute to 
veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Farm Bureau has reserved seats for 

Hear the “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy” and other tunes from 
the World War II era by Andrew and His Sisters at White 
Pines on Nov. 7.

Andrew & His Sisters: 
A WWII Musical Tribute

Fall Trip 
to Galena for
Country Fair & Shopping
Saturday, Oct. 12
$30 members, $40 guests

Contact the Farm Bureau offi ce 
to reserve your space on the bus, 
815-756-6361.

TRIPS

the musical show at 
White Pines Theater on 
Thursday, Nov. 7. This 
day trip includes the 
show and a delicious 
lunch buff et at White 
Pines in Mt. Morris. 

Cost of this trip is $55 
for members, $65 for 
guests.

To register, members 
may phone or visit the 
Farm Bureau offi  ce and pay by credit 
card or check. 

On Nov. 7, the motor coach departs 
from Farm Bureau at 10:30 a.m. and 
returns following the show at 4 p.m. ■

Embark on a magical Christmas boat 
cruise in December.

There’s nothing else like this lake 
cruise – the Santa Cruise on Lake 
Geneva. You will be enchanted by 
lighted displays that unfold the story 
of your journey to the North Pole. 

From the boat, sneak a peek at the 
Lake Geneva shoreline to see Santa’s 
hideaway and Santa himself as he 
reads the names of the children on 
board who are on his “Nice List.” 

Farm Bureau has booked the Santa 
Cruise for Saturday, Dec. 14. It’s a 

Santa Cruise on Lake Geneva
40-minute cruise along the shoreline 
in Williams Bay. All ages will delight 
in this boat cruise seeing the lighted 
Christmas displays.

The two-deck cruise boat is climate 
controlled, enclosed, and decked out 
in Christmas splendor. There will be 
narration and music during the cruise, 
plus activities. 

Before the journey on board begins, 
you will walk through the Twelve 
Charities of Christmas Tree Festival. 
This indoor winter wonderland 
includes 12 individually decorated 
trees. 

After the cruise, you will dine at 
Pier 290 in Williams Bay with a 
variety of menu choices – salmon, 
chicken, beef stroganoff  or macaroni 
& cheese for the adults, and hot dog, 
chicken strips or macaroni & cheese 
for the kids, plus desserts. 

Cost of this trip is $78 for adults 
and $58 for children (2-17 years) 
and includes the cruise, festival 
of trees, dinner and motor coach 
transportation. 

Motor coach departs from Farm 
Bureau at 2:30 p.m. and returns by 
8:30 p.m.

Registration opens for this trip on 
Monday, Oct. 7 beginning at 8 a.m. at 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce. Credit card or 
check payment accepted. ■
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For nearly 60 years, the 
Kishwaukeys Men’s Barbershop 
Chorus has been singing and sharing 
the gift of song in our community.

They will be singing acapella music 
for Farm Bureau Prime Timers on 

Kishwaukeys Men’s Barbershop Chorus sings
Monday, Nov. 4 at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater. 

The group of men love barbershop 
singing and keeping this American 
tradition alive. Members have various 
backgrounds from retired professor 

to registered nurse, a carpenter and 
retired postal worker, to name a few. 

The Kishwaukeys sing songs from 
the turn of the century such as “My 
Wild Irish Rose,” and “Wait Till the 
Sun Shines Nellie.” They will also 
pay tribute to veterans with some 
patriotic songs like “This is My 
Country,” and “God Bless America.”

The songs are acapella in the 
barbershop style using a lead singing 
the melody, along with a high tenor, a 
bass harmony, and baritone to create 
a four-part chord.

Farm Bureau members interested 
in hearing the Kishwaukeys may 
attend the performance. Lunch will be 
served at 12-noon in the auditorium 
for Prime Timers, members 55+ 
years. To register for lunch, contact 
the Farm Bureau offi  ce by Oct. 29 
and pay the $7 lunch fee. ■The Kishwaukeys will sing acapella music at Farm Bureau on Nov. 4. Chorus members 

are (from left) Peter Hansen, Roger Elliott, Ed Safford, Tom Plote, Kevin Jesmer, Dave 
Lundberg, Steve Safford, Tom Klopfenstein and Ed Check. 

Listen to a variety of genres from 
these four-stringed instruments. 

The Wild Blue Ukulele Orchestra 
will perform a set of music from the 
1920s to the 1970s for Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers on Monday, Oct. 7. 

You will hear everything from 
Duke Ellington, George Gershwin 
and Irving Berlin to the Beatles, 
Van Morrison and some traditional 
Hawaiian music. Most of the 
arrangements are written by orchestra 
members Taylor Atkins and Paul 
Marchese.

The Wild Blue Ukulele Orchestra 
is dedicated to expanding people’s 
notions about what the humble 
little four-stringed instrument can 
do. Using a full range of ukuleles, 
from soprano to baritone and 
banjulele, the Wild Blues perform 
fully orchestrated, house-made 
arrangements of songs in a variety 
of genres (folk, jazz, rock, pop, 

The local group Wild Blue Ukulele Orchestra will entertain Farm Bureau members on 
Oct. 7 at Farm Bureau. Ukulele players are (from left) Taylor Atkins, Tzu-Tsen Wu, Paul 
Marchese, Sue Klopfenstein, Carolyn Law, Sophia Varcados and Jen Conley, director.

Wild Blue Ukulele Orchestra entertains

classical, reggae, standards and even 
some funk), with a smattering of 
vocal numbers thrown in. 

The Wild Blues is comprised of 
Jen Conley, director, Taylor Atkins, 
Sue Klopfenstein, Paul Marchese, 

Carolyn Law, Sophia Varcados and 
Tzu-Tsen Wu. 

To register for the October program 
and luncheon visit the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce and pay the $7 lunch fee. 
Deadline to register is Oct. 1. ■

PRIME TIMERS



30      CONNECTIONS    Sept./Oct. 2019

A glimpse of local history

A Beautiful Grove
Take a ride in the southern part of DeKalb County and you 

will see some of the most beautiful land around. The rolling hills 
and groves of trees make it a most desirable area for gatherings.  

In the early days, a popular location for these gatherings was 
in the Clinton Township area. The area known as Johnson’s 
Grove, then later Pritchard’s Grove, was a 100-acre area that is 
just as beautiful today as it was in the 1800s. 

The grove was originally called Johnson’s Grove for the 
Oliver P. Johnson family who set up residence in 1835. Living 
with the Indians proved to be a challenge for the Johnsons and 
in 1838 they sold their claim to Ethan A. Pritchard. Then, the 
grove offi  cially became known as Pritchard’s Grove.  

A Fourth of July Republican rally was held in 1856 at the 
grove, which became a 36-year run of celebrations and fi reworks. More and 
more events were held in the grove as more people recognized the beauty of 
the area. The most notable group was the Old Settlers’ Association. This group 
started in 1877 as a simple picnic to honor the early settlers of the area and grew 
into a county-wide reunion at the grove.  

The Old Settlers’ picnic drew a large crowd. In 1878, 5,000 people attended. 
Yearly, a formal address was given, followed by speeches of all kinds and a 
procession. Bands, glee clubs, merry-go-round rides, dancing, and even baseball 
games fi lled the morning along with the ever-popular picnic lunch. Later in 
the day, a parade of old soldiers was an important part of the program. The 
celebration usually continued until the late afternoon. 

An Old Settlers’ Annual was published each year with a list of the pioneers 

who had died during the year. This 
picnic became an important social 
occasion to celebrate with family and 
friends, old and new.  

The last Old Settlers’ picnic at 
Pritchard’s Grove was held in 1901. 
The following year, the picnic moved 
to Norton’s Grove, near Shabbona. ■

Information provided by the 
Joiner History Room, DeKalb 
County Archives

A group of old settlers gathered at Pritchard’s Grove, Sept. 1898.

Pritchard’s Grove, as located in an 1871 map of Clinton 
Township.
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Rep. Jeff Keicher
91.3%

Sen. Dave Syverson
100%

Rep. Tom Demmer
91.3%

Sen. Brian Stewart
90.9%

Legislators representing DeKalb 
County ranked 90% or better.

Four state legislators serving 
DeKalb County residents earned top 
rankings with Illinois Farm Bureau. 

Illinois Farm Bureau recently 
released the voting records of state 
legislators for the 2019 spring 
session. The ratings are based on 
how legislators voted on certain bills 
in accordance with Farm Bureau’s 
position on those bills. 

In the House of Representatives, 
newcomer Rep. Jeff  Keicher, 70th 
House District, earned a 91.3% rank. 
Keicher, R-Sycamore, agreed with 
Farm Bureau in opposing the state 
minimum wage increase and also 
opposing a progressive income tax, 
among other bills.

Rep. Tom Demmer, 90th House 
District, also earned a 91.3% 
rank with Farm Bureau. Demmer, 
R-Dixon, sided with Farm Bureau 
in opposing the legalization of 
marijuana and was against reducing 
the validity of a FOID card from 10 
to 5 years as well as other changes.

Legislators maintain top ranks with IFB

Sen. Dave Syverson, 35th State 
Senate District, received a 100% 
ranking with Illinois Farm Bureau. 
Syverson, R-Rockford, sided with 
Farm Bureau on a variety of senate 
bills.

Sen. Brian Stewart, 45th Senate 
District, earned a 90.9% rank. 
Stewart, R-Freeport, agreed with 
Farm Bureau pertaining to 
modifying “local farm or food 
products” based on food grown 
in Illinois and opposed the 
use of a skilled workforce and 
prevailing wage at any ethanol 
plant. 

Illinois Farm Bureau compiles 
the voting records of legislators 
and these are used by the Activator 
Committee to determine “Friends of 
Agriculture.” To receive this honor 
a legislator must have at least a 60% 
voting record with Farm Bureau 
and be selected by the Activator 
Committee. ■

Legislatively speaking
Mark Tuttle, (left) DeKalb County Farm Bureau President, addresses Congressman Adam 
Kinzinger (right) at the Boone County Fair. He and other Farm Bureau leaders from the 
16th Congressional District talked to Congressman Kinzinger about ag-related issues 
during a meet and greet session at the fairgrounds last month.

Congresswoman Lauren Underwood’s 
staffer visited local farms and 
agribusinesses as part of a Farm 
Bureau led legislative tour in the 14th 
Congressional District in August. (From 
left) Lane Pickwell, AGRintelligence 
Information Specialist at Helena Agri-
Enterprises discusses application 
technology used in agriculture with 
Leith Daghistani, legislative fellow for 
Congresswoman Underwood.

LEGISLATIVE
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Teaching:
School: Herman E. Dummer Elementary School

Grade: 4th

Subjects: All

Number of years teaching: 12 years

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: A few years ago our district was left without 
a science curriculum, so I contacted the Farm Bureau to see what was available for us. 
We now use several literacy kits every year. Best of all, we collaborated to create a fi eld 
trip to Adams Family Farm that brought together the Ag Literacy program, the Soil and 
Water Conservation District of Ottawa, the Illinois Beef Association, the Somonauk/Leland 
Sandwich FFA, the Adams Family, and all of our fourth graders!

What is your favorite unit to teach? I enjoy teaching our energy unit for science and 
about the culture and environment of each United States region in social studies.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom? My math students do 
all of their work online and they like that it makes them feel grown up.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? It is important 
for students to see the connection between what they are putting in their bodies and 
where it came from. Every year when we have Ag in the Classroom they are always 
amazed at the Illinois farm products and how local farmers provide these products for the 
rest of the world.

Share one memorable teaching story.
Recently, I had a former student come back to observe my classroom for her community 
college class. After that, she decided to attend my alma mater to continue her pursuit of 
obtaining an elementary education degree. It was such a proud moment!

Teacher
Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Personal
Hometown: Sandwich

Family: I have a 4 ½ year old son, Brody.

College/Degree(s): Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education; Masters of Education in 
Educational Policy Organizational Studies from 
the University of Illinois

Favorites
Quote: “Play the hand you’re dealt, but you 
choose who is at the table.”

Hobbies: Reading, watching TV and movies, 
and playing board games

Book: “A Fish in a Tree” by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Sports team: Any University of Illinois team

TV show/movie: “King of Queens”

Travel destination: Disney World ■

Ms. Allyn Ricci
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Always make time to meet people.
Nearly 40 Young Leaders gathered 
in August for an annual cookout at 
Karl Faivre’s family pond in DeKalb. 
They spent time grilling and getting to 
know new faces. The event is a great 
opportunity for people in agriculture to 
meet others with the same interest in a 
fun-fi lled, summer setting. 

The ABCs of Farm Bureau young Leaders
Are you interested in agriculture and 
between the ages of 18-35? Join the 
DeKalb County Young Leaders.

As a Young Leader you will have 
opportunities to tour agribusinesses, 
meet new friends, develop professional 
skills, and make a diff erence within 
your community. It’s as easy as ABC.

Be open to other’s opinions.
Young Leaders participated in the 
District Discussion Meet in August. 
Participants discussed the future of 
food technologies and how to innovate 
new uses of agricultural products 
to benefi t agriculture. Jake Willrett 
advanced to the state Discussion Meet 
scheduled for December.

yOUNG LEADERS

(From left) Jake Willrett, Michael Long, and Crystal Dau share ideas for the future of 
agriculture during the Young Leaders District Discussion Meet.

Young Leader 
Amy Newell 
practices her 
swine ultra-
sounding skills 
during a tour of 
Fair Oaks Farms.

Continue to explore and educate.
You are never too old to take fi eld 
trips! Young Leaders joined the Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors for a tour 
of Fair Oaks Farms. They explored 
working dairy and pig farms and the 
Fair Oaks’ Crop Adventure. The best 
part? Ending the day with ice cream. 
For information about upcoming 
Young Leader events follow us 
on Facebook at http://bit.ly/
DCFByoungleaders or email 
aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org. ■
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A Farm Bureau Commentary

This commentary takes the form 
of a letter written in response to a 
“Perspective” which aired recently 
on local public radio station, WNIJ.

Another perspective
Dear friend,
I often hear your “Perspective” 

essays on WNIJ. I enjoy your insights 
and your passion. Recently, though, 
I found myself disappointed by what 
you said about food and where it 
comes from.

You spoke of your urgency to 
harvest and preserve the produce 
from your gardens before winter. 
You mentioned that where your 
food comes from is important in 
your household. I so admire your 
thoughtful approach to food and its 
sources.

But you went on to use several 
“food buzz-phrases” that gave me 
pause. I’d like to address them one by 
one.

Industrial food complex – These 
three words seem intended to conjure 
a soul-less, uncaring, greedy, land-
depleting, animal-torturing vision of 
agriculture—everything our family 

Fields saturated with pesticides – 
Then you dished out “fi elds saturated 
with pesticides.” You defi nitely 
elicited an emotional response from 
this listener! Perhaps you’ve seen 
ground-based or aerial applicators 
applying liquid products (likely 
herbicides or fungicides) to fi elds. 
The “spray” that you see is mostly 
water, used to disperse a small, 
precisely-calculated amount of 
product—on the order of ounces 
per acre. Agricultural crop defense 
is expensive. Applicators must 
be trained and licensed. Use is 
heavily regulated. Farmers do not 
waste money and risk crop and soil 
damage by “saturating” the land 
with chemicals. This is loaded, 
imprecise language which refl ects and 
perpetuates myths and fears about 
modern agriculture. ►

Some fruits can’t be grown locally. 
By consuming them, we can support 
family farmers who are far away, too.

The so-called “industrial food complex” consists 
primarily of farms owned and operated by families.

farmers (95% of farmers in 
the U.S.) do not represent. 
Why, though? Why would 
you suggest that farmers and 
ranchers who aren’t local or 
organic are part of a vast, 
nefarious network? 

In twenty years of touring 
farms and agribusinesses, I 
have yet to meet someone 
who doesn’t care deeply 
about the environment and 
human health. Small or large, 
crop or livestock, organic or 
conventional, local or several 
states away—every single 
farmer I’ve met takes deep 
pride in their work and how 
they take care of their land.

To characterize modern 
agriculture the way you did 
is unfair and inaccurate. The 
“industrial food complex” 
you speak of makes it possible for 
more than 99% of the U.S. population 
to focus on something besides day-
to-day food production. We can be 
writers, doctors, scientists, artists, 
teachers, and engineers because of the 
small fraction of people who strive 
to safely and effi  ciently produce our 
food.
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As you emphasized in a previously-
aired perspective, “Words did and do 
hurt.” With this recent essay, your 
words—loaded and inaccurate—
hurt. They erode trust in the area’s 
agricultural producers.

I wasn’t able to put in a garden 
this year, so I won’t be joining you 
in preserving home-grown produce 
to prepare for winter. However, 
thanks to farmers—conventional and 
organic, large and small, local and 
across the nation, I too, will be able 
to feed my family safe, healthy food 
when cold weather arrives.
Sincerely,
Rhodora Collins

P.S. If you 
are interested in 
broadening your 
understanding 
of these topics, 
I would be 
happy to connect 
you with crop 
scientists and 
arrange visits to 
area farms! ■

Did you realize that by far, most of 
the pesticides (chemicals designed to 
kill other organisms) you ingest on 
a daily basis are naturally-occurring 
in plants? In fact, two of the 49 
natural pesticides found in cabbage 
cause tumors in rats, as does the 
naturally-occurring pesticide in my 
morning tea: caff eine. Whether a crop 
protectant is human-made or natural, 
it’s the dose that makes the poison.

Processed foods – Canning and 
freezing garden produce at home 
is processing. I’ve toured facilities 
where fresh vegetables are sorted, 
washed, cut, cooked/frozen, and 
packaged, enabling me to easily make 
a pot of soup after a long day at the 
offi  ce. Heck, sometimes I’m so tired 
I skip combining ingredients and 
heat up pre-made soup instead! Yes, 
it is “processed.” But my family is 
nourished, and by not toiling in the 
kitchen I still have the energy to read 
and sing to my daughter before bed. 

Local products – Local is an 
imprecise term when it comes 
to food, so specifying “local” as 
“indigenous to the area” was helpful, 
as was your example of not eating 
strawberries in the winter. I’m 
guessing food miles play a role in 
your decisions. Eating grapefruit 
trucked from Florida in January 
might seem sinfully luxurious. But 
you might be surprised by the per-
grapefruit transportation emissions 
for a semi load of out-of-state 
fruit compared to fruit grown and 
purchased locally and transported in 
smaller quantities. 

Are you implying that Florida 
grapefruit and California strawberry 
growers should be limited to selling 
their produce only in their own local 
areas? An article by ag economists 
Jayson L. Lusk and F. Bailey 
Norwood, “The Locavore’s Dilemma: 
Why Pineapples Shouldn’t Be Grown 
in North Dakota,” fundamentally 
changed my thinking about local 
food. Check it out; they do a nice 
job of addressing the environmental, 
economic, and health implications of 
this trend. In the end, we should be 

Locally-grown produce is amazing! 
But there is no need to reject fruits 
and vegetables produced by farmers 
elsewhere—where soils and climate may 
allow for more effi cient production.

Rhodora Collins
Ag Literacy Coordinator

promoting a diversity of fruits and 
vegetables in our diets, regardless of 
where they are grown.

Organic – Weeds, insects, and 
diseases (a.k.a. “pests) don’t stop at 
the edge of an organic fi eld. They 
must still be controlled, by machine, 
by hand, or yes—even by spraying—
for farmers to produce food. Organic 
farmers commit to using a more 
limited set of tools to control pests: 
in general, “naturally-occurring” 
fertilizers and crop protectants, 
mechanical tillage, hand-weeding, 
etc. By virtue of being “unnatural,” 
GMO seed is prohibited in organic 
production. Bear in mind, all 
forms of food production have 
their economic, environmental and 
social trade-off s, including organic 
farming.

GMO-sprayed fi eld – Genetic 
engineering isn’t a spray; it’s a 
precise way of adding benefi cial 
traits to a crop—traits that cannot be 
achieved by breeding. Herbicide and 
insecticide resistance traits do relate 
to spraying, in that the former allows 
crops to be sprayed with relatively 
mild herbicides that control weeds 
without killing the crop, and the 
latter reduces or eliminates the need 
to spray broad-spectrum insecticides. 

Also, grain farmers will assure 
you that deer do happily forage on 
GMO corn! Not to worry: More than 
20 years of consumption by humans 
and animals, over 3,000 scientifi c 
studies, and nearly 300 science 
institutions worldwide verify the 
safety of available GMO crops.

Aside from the specifi c 
misconceptions perpetuated by your 
essay, I was taken aback by its elitist 
tone. “Eat locally and in season 
produce and stay away from GMO 
or sprayed foods,” you said. Even 
if there were compelling economic, 
environmental, or health reasons to 
abide by this rule, many families 
simply don’t have the means to 
do so given the higher price of 
local and organic produce. Adding 
unnecessary guilt to their burden is 
unhelpful.
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But, what a lot of farmers don’t 
realize, is their farm trucks, trailers, 
and fl atbeds may not be properly 
covered. Karin Daniel at COUNTRY 
helps answer some FAQ’s about farm 
vehicle coverage.

Are my farm vehicles covered 
on my farm insurance policy? No, 
they are not. Farm policies, as well 
as farm personal property policies, 
do not include auto or auto liability 
coverage.

What qualifi es as a “farm 
vehicle”? All personal passenger 
trucks are considered farm vehicles 
if you have a full-time income from 
farming. COUNTRY also insures 
trucks over one ton, such as fl atbeds, 
grain trucks, dump trucks, semi-truck 
tractors, and semi-truck trailers.

What about tractors and farm 
equipment? This is where it can get 
confusing – these do not qualify as 

Top 6 FAQ’s about farm vehicle coverage

farm vehicles. Tractors, like your 
combines and planters, are considered 
farm personal property. An easy way 
to remember the diff erence, is farm 
vehicles are also typically required to 
be licensed for road use. Therefore, 
they should be insured on an auto 
policy. 

You mentioned needing a “full-
time farming income”. What does 
that mean? To open a farm policy, 
a farmer must make at least $2,500 
from their farming operation. This 
low-income threshold is important 
for hobby farmers. So, although 
some people may qualify for a farm 
policy, that does not necessarily mean 
their vehicles qualify for farm rates, 
because $2,500 is not a full-time 
income from farming.

What kind of claims do farm 
vehicles typically have? Lots of 
claims are from backing into things, 

like other cars, farm equipment and 
buildings. City streets are not designed 
with farm vehicles in mind, so there are 
claims from damaging property from 
wide turns. One of the largest (and 
scariest) claims I’ve seen was when a 
grain truck crashed into a downtown 
building after its brakes went out, 
fi lling the building with grain. Sounds 
crazy, but you never know when 
those “what-if” moments will happen, 
which is why you need to have proper 
coverage to help pay for repairs.

What about farmers’ personal 
vehicles – how are those insured? 
Just like you or I would insure our own 
cars, vans or SUV’s. They would work 
with their local COUNTRY rep to take 
out additional auto policies on any of 
their personal vehicles. 

Auto insurance policies issued 
by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance 
Company®, COUNTRY Casualty 
Insurance Company®, and COUNTRY 
Preferred Insurance Company®, 
Bloomington, Illinois. ■

Source: Valerie Hawkins, posted in Heritage

Your farm vehicles are essential to your entire operation. 
They help transport the crops you devoted an entire year to grow.
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The DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is promoting 
a new program called S.T.A.R. 
(Saving Tomorrows Agricultural 
Resources). S.T.A.R. is an exciting 
new program developed by soil and 
water conservation professionals that 
offers farm operators and landowners 
a simple, free, and confidential tool 
to evaluate their conservation land 
management practices.

“We choose to participate in 
the S.T.A.R. program to help 
evaluate our soil management 
decisions each year. The 
S.T.A.R. program is a great 
way to recognize what we 
have accomplished thus far, 
and identify how we can do to 
improve for years to come.” 

Trent Sanderson 
DeKalb County S.T.A.R. participant

2019 S.T.A.R. Program The goal of the S.T.A.R. program 
is to encourage the continued 
adoption of conservation practices 
and recognize farmers for their 
commitment to sustainability. From 
improved nutrient management to 
cover crops to edge of field water 
treatment and even crop rotation 
or inclusion of livestock, a suite of 
practices can result in a rating of 
between one and five stars!

The potential benefits to 
participating landowners and farm 
operators are numerous, and include: 

• Increased net farm income
• Promoting a positive image 

of farmers and agriculture in your 
community

• Inspiring other farmers and 
landowners to take action in helping 
to meet nutrient loss reduction goals 

• Decreasing nutrient loss
• Promoting producers for new 

farmland leases
• Assisting producers in securing 

local conservation cost share

• Assisting producers in obtaining 
future market premiums for crops 
grown using conservation cropping 
practices

• Assisting producers in obtaining 
documentation in support of water 
quality issues

• Supporting the work of Illinois’ 
soil and water conservation districts 

If you are interested in participating 
please visit with the DeKalb 
County SWCD staff located in the 
Farm Bureau Building or email 
any questions to jeff.woodyatt.
dekalbswcd@gmail.com. ■
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Signup is open for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program to assist farmers who 
continue to suffer from damages 
because of unjustified trade retaliation 
from foreign nations. 

Through MFP, USDA will 
provide up to $14.5 billion in direct 
payments to impacted producers, 
part of a broader trade relief package 
announced in late July. The sign-up 
period runs through Dec. 6. 

MFP payments will be made to 
producers of certain non-specialty 
and specialty crops as well as dairy 
and hog producers.
Non-Specialty Crops

MFP payments will be made to 
producers of alfalfa hay, barley, 
canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, 
dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, 
flaxseed, lentils, long grain and 
medium grain rice, millet, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, 
safflower, sesame seed, small and 
large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, 
sunflower seed, temperate japonica 
rice, triticale, upland cotton, and 
wheat.

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is 
based on a single county payment 
rate multiplied by a farm’s total 

USDA opens signup for Market Facilitation Program
Enrollment now open through Dec. 6

plantings to the MFP-eligible crops 
in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre 
payments are not dependent on which 
of those crops are planted in 2019. 
A producer’s total payment-eligible 
plantings cannot exceed total 2018 
plantings. 
Dairy and Hogs

Dairy producers who were in 
business as of June 1, 2019, will 
receive a per hundredweight payment 
on production history, and hog 
producers will receive a payment 
based on the number of live hogs 
owned on a day selected by the 
producer between April 1 and May 
15, 2019.
Specialty Crops

MFP payments will also be made 
to producers of almonds, cranberries, 
cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh 
sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia 
nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. 
Each specialty crop will receive a 
payment based on 2019 acres of fruit 
or nut bearing plants, or in the case of 
ginseng, based on harvested acres in 
2019.
More Information

Payments will be made in up to 
three tranches, with the second and 
third tranches evaluated as market 

conditions and trade opportunities 
dictate. If conditions warrant, the 
second and third tranches will be 
made in November and early January.

MFP payments are limited to 
a combined $250,000 for non-
specialty crops per person or legal 
entity. MFP payments are also 
limited to a combined $250,000 
for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop 
producers. However, no applicant can 
receive more than $500,000. Eligible 
applicants must also have an average 
adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax 
years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less 
than $900,000, or 75 percent of the 
person’s or legal entity’s average AGI 
for those tax years must have been 
derived from farming and ranching. 
Applicants must also comply with 
the provisions of the Highly Erodible 
Land and Wetland Conservation 
regulations.

Please call the DeKalb/Kane/
DuPage County FSA Office to make 
an appointment to sign up for MFP.

More information can be found 
on farmers.gov/mfp, including 
payment information and a program 
application. ■
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Centennial Splendor
Photo by Austin Mitchell

Austin Mitchell took this photo of his centennial barn in Shabbona. Wood for the barn’s construction was brought to the farm 
in 1915 by horse and buggy. Austin, his wife Alex, and their 1-year-old son Denver enjoy nightly walks around their picturesque 
farm at dusk.

The contest is open to local, amateur 
photographers. Take photos of any 
DeKalb County barns or other farm 
buildings. Photos may include the 
entire structure, interior shots, or 

closer pictures of the building’s 
attributes. The submitted photo 
must be the photographer’s original 
work. Email pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 

description and location as well as 
the city you are from. Each month 
a winning photo will be chosen 
and published in CONNECTIONS 
magazine. ■

Best of Barns Photo Contest
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