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A Better Tomorrow
Out with the old and in with the new! This saying 

could not be more welcomed by farmers throughout 
the Midwest based on the 2019 farm year. 

It’s a year that will go down in the record books as 
one of the worst crop years. Agriculture has persevered 
many challenging years and as farmers we are eternal 
optimists. But the impacts of 2019 may be felt for 
many years to come. 

Together, agriculture must remain strong in the 
anticipation of a better tomorrow. As a farmer, and 
speaking for my farmer friends, I welcome 2020 with 
open arms.  

I look forward to this year in hopes of a normal year 
in agriculture. A year that instills importance in what 
we do as farmers and profi table returns that off set a 
year of losses. 

It is also my hope that farmers throughout the Midwest 
experience an abundant farm year which provides us the 
ability to produce ample food and fi ber for a growing 
economy.       

As your Farm Bureau President, I wish all of our 
members a successful New Year. May 2020 provide a vision 
of opportunity and a thriving outlook for years to come. ■

Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau president

On the cover: Justin Bolander and Amy Newell, both of Sycamore

F e a t u r e s
 4 New Year, New Views
 See what ag professionals say about the new year

 6 Around the Farm
 Learn how farmers are catching up on tillage

10 Ask a Farm Family
 Find out the real meaning of a family farm

12 Farm Bureau scholarships now available
 Apply soon for high school senior scholarships

15 Keep “family” in family farm meeting
 Register now for farm family legacy seminar

18 2020 Vision
 Check out the viewpoints of young people in ag

29 Ag volunteers needed
 Be a volunteer for Ag in the Classroom 
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Follow us!
 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

 twitter.com/DCFBureau
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On prairie Drive
   Mariam Wassmann, Editor

Next Generation of Farmers
There’s a new batch of young farmers who are 

farming now and others who hope to farm in the 
future. But it’s not for the faint of heart. 

The experienced ones will tell the young rookies: 
“There will be good years and bad years. Margins 
will be tight. You are at the mercy of the weather. 
Run your farm like a business. Always know your 
numbers. Be frugal. Keep your day job or look for 
off -farm sources of income.”  

Young farmers breathe a breath of fresh air in agriculture with new ideas/attitudes. 
They embrace technology. They are open-minded to trying new farming methods. 
It’s refreshing listening to their views and optimistic outlook on agriculture. Check 
out the young farmers and agribusiness people featured in this issue and you will see 
what I mean.

But here’s the thing…there aren’t that many young people coming up the ranks in 
production agriculture like when my husband started farming 40 years ago. There are 
fewer young farmers today because, frankly, it’s a tough business. 

Young people have a desire to work on their family farm but the economy requires 
many of them to have off -farm income to pay the bills. More and more young farmers 
have full-time jobs and are farming after work and on weekends to make ends meet. 
And they are working alongside one or two generations of family members on the 
farm. 

These young farmers are the future of agriculture. They are our sons/daughters, our 
grandchildren. They are the next generation of farmers. ■

Calendar
JANUARY 
Jan. 28
Ag in the Classroom
Volunteer Training 
6:30 p.m.

Jan. 31- Feb. 1
IL Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders Conference
East Peoria

FEBRUARY
Feb. 3
“Tea for Three: Lady Bird, Pat & Betty”
By Leslie Goddard
Prime Timers Program
12-Noon, $7 lunch
Register by Jan. 28

Feb. 10
Hemp workshop for producers
1-4 p.m.
Register at Extension, $10

Feb. 13
Pesticide Applicator Testing
9 a.m. – Noon
$35

Feb. 16
“Love, Sex & The IRS”
Barn III, Goodfi eld, IL
$76 members, $86 guests

Feb. 17
Dicamba Training
10-11:30 a.m.
Register at Farm Bureau

Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture 
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting 
reservations contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361.

Find the pine cone and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the pine 

cone (resembling the one here) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Jan. 31 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the pine 
cone on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone 
contest was Saundra Huftalin of Malta. 
The pine cone was hidden on page 7 in 
the jar of the granola nut clusters, of the 
December CONNECTIONS. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

More than 20 percent of all 

farmers are young or beginning 

farmers (farming for less than 10 

years). Yet the number of young 

farmers is not keeping pace with 

the number of farmers aging out 

of the field. 

Factors limiting young people in 

production agriculture are: land 

prices, availability of farmland, 

limited health care options, 

among other things. 

Farmers over 65 years 

outnumber farmers under 35  

years by more than six to one. 

The average age of farmers has 

been steadily increasing and is 

now 59 years. ■

Sources: American Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture, National 

Young Farmers Coalition

Today’s Young Farmers

Jake Willrett, Malta farmer
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New Year, New Views
Will 2020 be a better year for agriculture?

What can farmers expect?

What advice do you have pertaining to your area of expertise?

How can you help farmers with their challenges? 

“I don’t think it can get much worse than 2019 as far as the weather 
goes. With a new year comes optimism, this is an attribute of being a 
farmer. There is new technology, techniques and information available 
to make agriculture thrive. Managing and applying these items to your 
farming system will be key in making 2020 a successful year. 

Advice: Preparing the soil and managing for soil health in 2020 
will be important to increase crop productivity while improving the 
environment. There are four basic principles to improving soil health 
that farmers should try to achieve: keep the soil covered as much as 
possible, disturb the soil as little as possible, keep plants growing 
throughout the year to feed the soil, and diversify as much as possible 
using crop rotation and cover crops.

There are cost share programs available through state and federal 
agencies to help producers implement Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s) on their farms to address natural resource concerns. Stop by 
our offi  ce to fi nd out more.”

Dean Johnson, Executive Director, 
DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation District

“In general I would say, YES, 2020 will be a better year for 
agriculture. But farmers must be willing to be adaptive to what is 
happening in their business. Farmers must understand their business 
and be willing to make adjustments to current conditions. Farmers can 
expect uncertainty as we are dealing with a global economy that is not 
stable and is unpredictable. 

Advice: Farmers should lock in low, long-term interest rates. 
Understand cost of production/unit and lower costs when feasible. 
Start marketing production early and insure production and revenue 
to manage risk. Sell unproductive assets and improve your working 
capital position. Also increase nonfarm income if available to cover 
family living needs and improve overall fi nancial health of your 
business.

Compeer has knowledgeable staff  that understand fi nancial and 
production risks. Compeer off ers long-term fi xed interest rates and 
loan structure to improve cash fl ow of their farm business as well as 
crop insurance to insure production and revenue risks.”

Randy Panzer, Financial Offi  cer, Compeer Financial ►

Center for Agriculture professionals provide 
perspectives of this year in agriculture.

Dean Johnson, Soil and Water Conservation District; 
Randy Panzer, Compeer; Greg Millburg, Farm Bureau; 
Janeen Vogeler, Farm Service Agency; and Scott 
Newport and Lee Schramer, Farm Business Farm 
Management have these responses.
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“Farmers are eternally optimistic and always hopeful that the next 
year will be better than the last. I believe that 2020 will be a better year 
for agriculture, though it is hard to predict the future. With the 2018 
Farm Bill in place, farmers have the opportunity to update their yields 
and make new program elections to help with their risk management 
decisions.

Advice: Stay in contact with the FSA offi  ce for the implementation 
of the 2018 Farm Bill. There are a lot of important deadlines coming 
up to be able to participate in the diff erent programs. Use all of the 
resources available to help make program decisions.

FSA off ers a variety of programs that can help farmers with their 
challenges  – whether it’s enrollment into the Conservation Reserve 
Program to help them be better stewards of the soil, loans to be able 
to purchase land or add farm storage, and the Dairy Margin Protection 
Program to help dairy producers with the price of milk.”

Janeen Vogeler, County Executive Director, 
DeKalb/Kane/DuPage Farm Service Agency 

“Coming off  one of the worst years for agriculture, I would predict 
a better year for area farmers in 2020. Hopefully Mother Nature will 
provide a more conducive season and farmers will have a more normal 
production year. The impact of 2019 will be long lasting in agriculture. 
I think farmers can expect improvement in 2020, but need to remain 
conservative in their business plan in order to recoup some of last 
year’s losses.   

Advice: Farmers can take advantage of the various programs off ered 
at the Farm Bureau Building that help deal with their daily challenges. 

One of Farm Bureau’s biggest strengths is being the “Voice of 
Agriculture” when it comes to regulation and trade. With the passage 
of the USMCA by the U.S. House of Representatives, Farm Bureau 
can work to secure full ratifi cation by the U.S. Senate in early 
2020. Farm Bureau will also continue to encourage a complete 
trade agreement with China. Ratifi ed trade agreements and reduced 
regulations in agriculture will help provide fi nancial stability for 
American farmers.”

Greg Millburg, Manager, DeKalb County Farm Bureau 

“2020 is likely to be a better year than 2019. Weather dependent, 
grain production activity will return to more normal patterns in 2020. 
Grain prices are higher than they were a year ago and progress is being 
made with regard to trade.

Advice: The fi nancial impacts of 2019 varied widely between 
farms. 2020 will be a critical year for many farming operations. 
Understanding and managing costs as well as managing production 
and price risks will play a large role in determining farm earnings this 
year.

Illinois FBFM off ers a variety of fi nancial management related 
services including accounting, fi nancial statements, fi nancial analysis, 
strategic tax planning and preparation. We assist farm operations 
in using their own fi nancial records to make better management 
decisions.”

Scott Newport & Lee Schramer, Specialists, 
Farm Business Farm Management, DeKalb County ■
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Brandon Wessels

the

Till Next Time
With the combine parked and the 

grain in storage it’s time for us to 
get down to business with our “fall” 
tillage…despite the fact that it’s 
January. 

Tillage, in general, is the process 
of preparing soil for the upcoming 
planting season and is also used to 
incorporate fertilizer into the ground. 

There are two main categories 
when it comes to tillage: primary 
and secondary. 

Primary tillage, which is typically 
done in the fall after harvest, is done 
to bust up compaction, incorporate 
crop residue and distribute nutrients 
throughout the soil. Compaction is 
caused by heavy equipment (planters, 
sprayers, combines, etc.) traveling 
over the soil packing the nutrients so 
tightly into the soil particles that they 
won’t be reached by the future plant. 
Compact soils also make it hard for 
the plant to push out of the ground 
because the compact dirt would act 
similar to concrete. 

Crop residue is what remains from 
a plant after it’s gone through the 
combine – tillage incorporates residue 
into the soil to help it decompose and 
return nutrients to the soil as well as 
build microbial activity. Crop residue 
is also a big factor in preventing 
erosion due to wind and rain. 

Secondary tillage is done in the 
spring in order to create a smooth and 
level seed bed for planting. 

There are a variety of approaches 
a farmer can take to tilling his land. 
He could go more aggressive like my 
grandfather used to with a moldboard 
plow. This is an implement that 
would go 8-12” deep and invert the 
soil, virtually burying all crop residue 
and hopefully any diseases/pathogens 
it contained. Consequently, by 
burying the crop residue it also puts 
the soil at the highest risk of erosion 
by wind and rain. 

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, and a practice that is 
becoming more popular as time goes 

on, is no-tilling the land. This is 
where, just as the name implies, there 
is no tillage done at all. The no-till 
planters have wavy coulters on them 
that till a strip into the unplowed 
soil where the seed gets planted. 
This leaves the soil profi le virtually 
undisturbed. 

Not incorporating the crop residue 
into the soil is good because it 
prevents erosion, builds organic 
matter and helps retain moisture. 
However, not burying the crop 
residue may help the pathogens/
disease in the residue carry over to 
the next crop season. No-tilled soils 
also tend to take longer to warm up 
which would mean a possible delay in 
planting.

There are also several other tillage 
approaches that fall somewhere in 
between these two strategies. 

On our farm we use a chisel plow 
for our primary tillage and a fi eld 
cultivator for secondary tillage. 
The chisel plow isn’t as aggressive 
as the moldboard plow but it still 
tills the soil about 6-8” (compared to 
moldboards 8-12”) and still leaves 
some crop residue on the surface to 
help prevent erosion. Conditions have 
to be right, of course, as with any 
farm tillage. 

Last year we parked the combine 
on Dec. 14 and weren’t able to chisel 
plow because the ground was too 
hard. Once Christmas day rolled 
around it had warmed up enough that 
we were able to get half our acres 
chiseled before we got rained out – 
and that’s where we currently are (in 
early January) as I write this article. 

With a big nod to the weather we 
will see if we’re able to get the rest 
of our acres tilled before spring rolls 
around. ■

Brandon Wessels is a seventh 
generation grain farmer. He and his 
father grow corn and soybeans as 
well as vegetables for their farm 
produce stand. He also scouts fi elds 
for their seed agency. Brandon and 
his wife reside in rural DeKalb.
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What is THAT? RED BARNS

Why are so many barns painted red? 
Ever wonder why barns are painted red in color? Red is (or, perhaps, was) a  
popular color for older barns due not to its color shade but for its usefulness.

Many years ago, choices for paints, sealers and other building materials did not exist.  
Farmers had to be resourceful in finding or making a paint that would protect and seal the  
wood on their barns.

Hundreds of years ago, many farmers would seal their barns with linseed oil, which is an 
orange-colored oil derived from the seeds of the flax plant. To this oil, they would add a variety 
of things, most often milk and lime, but also ferrous oxide, or rust. Rust was plentiful on farms 
and because it killed fungi and mosses that might grow on barns, and it was very effective as a 
sealant. It turned the mixture red in color.

When paint became more available, many people chose red paint for their barns in honor of 
tradition.  

Barns are slowly outliving their usefulness on today’s modern farms. In the past they were used 
for livestock and machinery. Barn mows often were filled with hay, straw or other grain. Barns 
are being replaced by modern livestock buildings, machine sheds and grain bins.

Source: Farmers’ Almanac
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Learn more about growing hemp.
Hemp, a versatile cash crop, 

has provided opportunities for 
the cultivation, distribution, and 
processing of legal hemp for fi ber, 
grain, and CBD. But it’s not without 
its own set of challenges. 

Learn more about growing hemp at 
an “Introduction to Industrial Hemp” 
program on Monday, Feb.10 at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center 
for Agriculture, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The workshop is being co-
sponsored by the University of 

Hemp workshop held locally
Illinois Extension, DeKalb County, 
and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

Extension Educator, Phillip Alberti 
will talk about his experiences with 
this potential new cash crop for 
producers in Illinois. Additional 
topics covered include licensing, 
rules and regulations, end-products, 
and an update on hemp across the 
state of Illinois. 

Alberti will be discussing industrial 
hemp and how farmers looking for 
an alternative crop that takes up a 
small acreage might consider growing 
hemp as a short term cash crop. 

Demonstrations of various 
production systems and planting 
methods will also be conducted while 
addressing issues faced throughout 
the growing season. 

This will also be a great opportunity 
to network with persons of similar 
interests and get some of the most up-
to-date information.

For more information and to 
register, visit the Extension website: 
https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo/
events or phone the county Extension 
offi  ce, 815-758-8194. There is a $10 
charge to attend. ■

Annual Meeting Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Business Meeting of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau will be held on Monday, Feb. 24 at 8 a.m. in the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building, Sycamore, IL to receive reports of 
the tellers of election for directors for the past year; and if approved, confi rm 
the reports of the offi  cers for the year ending Dec. 31, 2019 and any other 
business that may properly come before the meeting.   Roy Plote, Secretary ■

Livestock producers who need to be recertifi ed can attend a workshop at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau on Wednesday, Feb. 19 beginning at 9 a.m.

The Illinois Livestock Management Facilities Act requires producers to 
receive training through the University of Illinois Extension Certifi ed Livestock 
Manager Training Program. This program provides producers with the best 
management practices for managing and handling manure. Livestock producers 
with more than 300 animal units must be a Certifi ed Livestock Manager (CLM).

To become certifi ed, producers can attend a workshop, or pass the new 
online CLM training, or the Illinois Department of Agriculture administered 
CLM exam. Producers with over 1,000 animal units are required to complete 
both the workshop and exam. The exam is off ered following each of the CLM 
workshops. 

The certifi cate, administered by the Illinois Department of Agriculture, is 
valid for three years.

The CLM workshop, sponsored by the University of Illinois Extension, runs 
from 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Registration fee is $35. 

To register for the workshop visit: www.go.illinois.edu/CLMT. ■

Certifi ed livestock Manager workshop in February

pesticide testing 
at Farm Bureau

Farmers who need to renew their 
pesticide applicator license, have an 
opportunity at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture 
on Thursday, Feb. 13. 

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture will off er pesticide 
applicator testing from 9 a.m. until 
noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium. 
This is a test-only session. Tests will 
not be given out after 11 a.m.

No registration is needed, just stop 
by that morning and take the test. 

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license 
is needed for farmers who use 
restricted use pesticides.

The fee for the private pesticide 
applicator license is $35.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and University of Illinois Extension, 
DeKalb County, are hosting 
the testing in lieu of the testing 
previously held during the Northern 
Illinois Farm Show, which was 
cancelled. 

For more information contact the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
815-787-5476. The Department of 
Ag off ers testing year-round at its 
DeKalb offi  ce. ■

FARM COUNTRY
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FARM COUNTRY

Certification needed annually  
to apply dicamba products.

Farmers who plan on applying 
any of the dicamba products labeled 
for use on soybeans in 2020, which 
includes Engenia, Xtendimax, 
FeXapan or Tavium, MUST attend 
dicamba label training annually.   

Farmers who have attended 
dicamba training in the past, are 
required to attend it again, and 
receive a certificate of training in 
order to legally apply these products 
in the crop year 2020.  

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
is hosting Dicamba Training on 
Monday, Feb. 17 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m.  

Dicamba training/certification held at Farm Bureau, Feb. 17
Dr. Bill Simmons is the instructor 

for the class, teaching on behalf 
of BASF. This class will provide 
certification for use for any of the 
four dicamba products. Dr. Simmons 
is well respected as an instructor and 
educator, and provides this training 
for local farmers or commercial 
applicators.  

Dr. Simmons will thoroughly 
explain the dicamba application 
and recordkeeping requirements.  
He will also cover the additional 
Illinois specific requirements for 
use in 2020 that include a June 20 
application cut-off date, and provide a 
thorough explanation of the 85 degree 
temperature restriction and other 
special protections that the Illinois 

Department of Agriculture requires 
for all applicators of these products.  

There is no cost to attend this 
training event, but pre-registration 
is recommended. To register, go 
to the Illinois Dicamba Training 
Website at www.ifca.com/
illinoisdicambatraining and select 
the Feb. 17 event in DeKalb from 
the “Register” menu, or if you prefer 
you can call the Farm Bureau office 
directly at 815-756-6361 to register.   

At the completion of the training 
event, Dr. Simmons will provide a 
sign-in sheet for you to complete 
in order to receive your training 
certificate.

The training session is being 
sponsored by BASF. ■

Low grain prices main driver  
of lower farm income.

The combination of stagnant 
commodity prices and lower 
yields, compared to recent seasons, 
pressured farm returns again 
this year. And that pattern could 
continue in 2020 without a major 
change in the trade environment or 
rebound in crop production.

“Incomes are back to pre-2006 
levels,” Dale Lattz, University of 
Illinois farmdoc research associate, 
said at the Illinois Farm Economics 
Summit last month. “Lower grain 
prices are one of the main drivers 
of lower income.”

USDA recently estimated net 
farm income at $92.5 billion this 
year, slightly above the 2000-18 
average but 32% below the 2013 
peak.

At the local level, Farm Business 
Farm Management records 
indicate average returns on highly 
productive central Illinois soil this 
year of just $36 per acre for corn 
and minus $37 per acre for beans.

Statewide average yields this 
season are down 31 bushels per 
acre for corn and 12.5 bushels for 
soybeans.

“That’s down from the last few 
years and a little below trend for 
corn and beans,” Lattz said of the 
state yield estimates.

Meanwhile, issues with lower 
yields and prices were exacerbated 
this season by trade disruptions that 
weighed on markets, and higher 
harvest costs that added up to $40 to 
$60 per acre to dry excessively wet 
crops in some areas.

The six-year run of lower farm 

returns weighed on rural areas 
nationwide, not just farmers. Since 
2014, GDP growth in rural counties 
averaged almost 1% less than in 
urban counties, CoBank reported.

The U of I estimates that, without 
a major bump in prices, yields 
or trade, crop farmers face the 
possibility of negative returns in 
2020.

The stagnant farm economy could 
pressure farmland values and rental 
prices, or at least keep a ceiling 
on those markets, and continue to 
erode working capital. ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

Ag outlook uncertain for 2020 year

The U of I estimates that, without a major bump in prices, yields or 
trade, crop farmers face the possibility of negative returns in 2020.
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Q: What is a Family Farm?

A: About 96% of all farms in the U.S. are family-owned 
and operated. Some farms have been farmed by 
generations of family members and are incorporated 
for business purposes.

I’m sure you’ve seen it driving down the road. Miles and miles 
of corn and soybeans stretching endlessly across the horizon. Some 
fi elds even have the signs of big agriculture companies like Pioneer 
or DEKALB marking these fi elds. You may fi nd it hard to believe, 
but those are a mark of pride for our American family farm.  

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 96% of all 
farms are family farms. We are one of those family farms. I grew 
up on the west side of DeKalb County. Youngest of seven and immersed in the 
world of agriculture. One-by-one my older siblings went on to enviable careers 
in business, communications, engineering, and education. After graduating 
from the University of Illinois, I was honored to join our family farm.

Under my father Paul’s mentoring and partnership, we farm here, right 
outside of DeKalb. Together, we grow corn, soybeans and sweet corn and 
peas for Del Monte. We try to do the best by the land and our landowners by 
preserving our soil with our farming methods and growing a crop that is what 
our consumers want.

My dad and I farm with help from my uncle and my retired ag teacher. 
We have a family farm but it is also considered a corporate farm because 
we have established a legal partnership/corporation to help simplify our 
business relationship.

Yet I don’t feel like I’m a part of a corporation. I feel like I am doing the 
same job I’ve always done, but hopefully better. I’m able to get my kids on 
and off  the bus, and I know if I’m not there it will be my dad or my uncle. I 
appreciate the experience of raising my family here amongst the crops.  

My wife Amy teaches high school full-time but makes sure that we have 
dinner if we are working late. She also grew up on a livestock and grain farm 
and is integral to the kid’s livestock. Our sons Warren and Eli ride in the tractor 
after school, help work in the shop, tend to their 4-H animals, and pick up 
rocks in our fi elds. 

If you’d like to know what a family farm is then it’s probably what you 
envisioned but it comes in the form of every farmer you meet on the road.

I have friends that farm a lot of ground and friends that farm a little. My story 
is not unique but is refl ected in nearly every farm I know. When you meet a 
farmer on the road it is someone likely with a story similar to mine. It is likely 
someone that is trying to do the best they can to make their farm better. It is 

The Schweitzers – Amy, Mike, Eli and Warren – farm 
in rural Esmond. They grow corn, soybeans, sweet 
corn and peas and raise 4-H animals. Mike is a sixth 
generation farmer.

likely someone who wants to make 
their farm sustainable for their kids, 
and their kids. They are someone 
who more often than not has some 
incorporation, or partnership, or 
LLC in order to preserve that dream 
for the next generation. 

For every mile of country road you 
drive I would like you to think of 
us. For every row of corn you see it 
is a plan we have in place. We start 
right now meeting with our seed 
salesmen, which many are other 
farmers. Our “industry” is one of 
familiarity where most people are 
only one step away from farming.  

For every soybean row that was 
planted, for every road ditch that 
was mowed, you will fi nd us, the 
family farmer. One of the greatest 
honors that we can receive in terms 
of recognition is when one of those 
farmers who sells us the seed has the 
confi dence to put up their company’s 
sign on our fi eld. It shows satisfac-
tion in a job well done. Next time 
you see one of those signs, take note. 
It is someone’s sign of pride. ■
Mike Schweitzer
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FARM & FOOD
Cows, chickens and corn, a big red 

barn, green or red tractors – these are 
just a few of the images that come 
to mind when people hear the word 
“farming.” But for today’s farmers, 
there is much more to agriculture than 
meets the eye. 
1. Most farms are owned and 
operated by families.

The USDA shows that 96 percent 
of the 2.1 million farms in the United 
States are family-owned operations. 
Most farmers would tell you that 
working with their family is key to 
why they are so passionate about 
what they do. 

As farms have gotten bigger, they 
have been labeled as factory farms. 
But in all reality, these farms are still 
considered family farms because they 
are run by families – perhaps several 
families and generations of families.
2. Farming is effi cient because
 it is high-tech. 

Farmers use technology to make 
advances in producing more food that 
is more safe, aff ordable, and produced 
more effi  ciently than ever before. 

Farmers spend time in their offi  ces 
making GPS maps for fi elds and they 
have tractors that drive themselves. 
They are very technology-based, and 
technology creates effi  ciency.

Farmers will tell you everything 
they do in farming has to be effi  cient 
and sustainable. And at the same time 
farmers are improving resources on 
their farms. 
3. Farmers are passionate about 
producing food.

One of the things that farmers love 
most about farming is working hard 
and seeing the results of that hard 
work. Farming is a passionate job and 
requires patience to weather through 
the ups and downs. Farmers love 
caring for the soil and land to set the 
stage for the next generation.

Farming is a lifestyle, not just a 
job. It is 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week and every day of the year.
4. Farmers use a variety of production 
methods. 

There’s no reason to debate 
conventional vs. organic crops 
because there are many ways to farm. 

5 Things You May Not Know About Farming

An important question to think about 
is, “What is the best way to feed a 
growing population, while reducing 
the amount of resources required?” To 
address this, farming will need multiple 
approaches, not just one or two. There 
are trade-off s with all production 
methods and each provide diff erent 
benefi ts. 
5. There are many ways to become 
involved in agriculture. 

Farm families make up under two 
percent of the U.S. population. Most 
people are at least three generations 
removed from the farm. However, 
getting involved in agriculture is for 
everyone. There are many ways to 
connect to farmers through farm tours, 
farm stands, agritourism, community-
supported agriculture, farmers markets, 
etc. Talk with farmers – they are happy 
to chat with you about what they do. 

Want to learn more about how food is 
grown? Reach out to a local farmer. ■ 

Source: Best Food Facts, modifi ed
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Scholarship selection is based 
on academics, leadership, and 
community service. The scholarship 
award is for a total of $1,200 for the 
freshman year of college.

The application form can be 
found at www.PlantALegacy.
org/scholarships. Complete the 
application and submit online. A 
high school transcript and academic 
information is also required from 
high school counselors.  

“I am so lucky to have received this 
scholarship. My education at the 
University of Illinois is something that I 
know I will value in the future, and I am 
forever grateful for the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau for contributing to help me 
further my education.”

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation announces the 
availability of Senior Scholarships. 

The Foundation will grant 10 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors pursuing a college education. 
High school seniors who will be 
attending a two or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical 
school in the fall of 2020 are eligible 
to apply. 

To be eligible, a students’ 
immediate family must have been 
a member in good standing of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
continuously since Jan. 1, 2018.

Danna Sanderson was one of the 2019 
recipients of the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Senior Scholarship. She is a 
freshman at the University of Illinois in 
advertising. 

Farm Bureau scholarships now available

IAA offers scholarships
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) 

members and their children are 
encouraged to apply for 76 college 
scholarships offered by the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm. 

The scholarships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500, will be awarded in 
total of $118,000 for the 2020-2021 
school year. 

All applicants must be graduating 
high school seniors or students 
already enrolled at an accredited 
college, university or community 
college. Scholarships are awarded for 
exceptional academics, leadership 
and community involvement. 
Previous winners of an IAA 
Foundation scholarship are eligible to 
apply again.

A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility guidelines 
is available on the Foundation 
website, www.iaafoundation.org. 

For more information, contact the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232, or 
e-mail Jennifer Smith at jsmith@ilfb.
org. The deadline for applications is 
Feb. 1. ■

The complete application is due 
by Friday, March 20. ■

SCHOlARSHIpS

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek students
Applications are now available for the new Joe Barshinger Memorial 

Scholarship. 
This new scholarship was started by the Barshinger family in memory 

of the late Joe Barshinger, a lifelong grain and livestock farmer who 
farmed in Shabbona and Waterman. Joe was an avid supporter of youth 
and organizations like FFA and 4-H.

The Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship is for graduating seniors 
from Indian Creek High School. Applicant must also be a member of 
the FFA Chapter or a 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving student who 
plans to attend a community college, university or trade school and 
study agriculture. 

The scholarship will be administered by the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation and will follow similar guidelines as other 
Foundation scholarships. To qualify, applicants’ parents must be 
members of the Farm Bureau for two years prior to applying (since Jan. 
1, 2018). 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger Scholarship recipient will be based 
on academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, leadership, and community 
service.  

To apply go to: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. 
Scholarship deadline is Friday, March 20. ■
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SCHOlARSHIpS

Ag scholarships offered to local students
Check out these scholarships for college students pursuing agricultural fi elds of study. 

Leopold Education Scholarship
The Leopold Education Project Scholarship provides a scholarship to a 

college student studying in a natural resource fi eld such as conservation, fi sh 
or wildlife biology, botany, conservation education, ecology, forestry, soils, 
pollution control, or water quality.  

The $1,000 scholarship is open to students in northern Illinois from the 
counties of DeKalb, Boone, Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, Will 
and Winnebago. Applicant must be attending or enrolled at a two-year or 
four-year college. 

Selection is based upon academic record, a demonstrated commitment to 
natural resource conservation activities, honors, work experience, statement 
of educational and career goals, and natural resource oriented community 
service.

To apply, download the scholarship at www.swcdekalbil.org and mail to 
the Boone County Soil & Water Conservation District. 

Applications are due by Friday, Feb. 14.
For more information contact the Boone County SWCD offi  ce, 815-544-

2677. ■

AGCO Scholarships
AGCO is off ering scholarships to students in Illinois pursuing ag-related 

college degrees.
AGCO Parts Platinum Scholarship ($2,500) – One scholarship award will 

be given to a student who has completed at least one full year of college 
education in an ag-related fi eld.

• AGCO Global Women’s Network Scholarship ($1,000) – Two 
scholarships will be provided for the college education of women pursuing 
degrees in an ag-related career fi eld.

• AGCO Parts Division Scholarship ($1,000) – Two scholarships will be 
given for the college education of students pursuing degrees in an ag-related 
career fi eld.

Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website: 
www.kanecfb.com or by contacting their Foundation at 630-584-8660. ■

Compeer Scholarships
Compeer Financial is now accepting applications for its high school 

senior scholarship program. 
A total of 120 scholarships, worth $1,500 each, will be awarded. 
The Compeer Financial High School Senior Scholarship Program is 

designed for students who will major in agriculture or an agriculture-related 
fi eld, or have an agricultural or rural background. Students who plan on 
attending a college, university or technical school are eligible.

To qualify, graduating seniors must live in Compeer Financial’s 144-
county territory and have a 3.0 or higher GPA. Scholarship recipients are 
selected based on a combination of academic achievement, agricultural and 
community youth organization involvement and essays. 

To apply, students should visit www.compeer.com to download the 
application form. Applications must be received by Monday, March 16. ■

John Buck Memorial Scholarship 
Applications are now being 

accepted for the John Buck Memorial 
Scholarship. High school students 
in DeKalb, Kane, McHenry, Boone, 
Lake, DuPage or Will County are 
eligible to apply. 

John Buck was the founder of 
Buck Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, 
dealers and distributors of John Deere 
farm equipment and golf course 
maintenance equipment, respectively. 
In recognition of Buck’s passion for 
agriculture and golf, his family and 
friends established the John Buck 
Memorial Scholarship for agriculture 
students through the Kane County 
Farm Bureau Foundation.

One $1,000 scholarship will be 
given to a high school senior who will 
be pursuing a college education in an 
ag-related fi eld.

Applications are available on the 
Kane County Farm Bureau website at 
www.kanecfb.com, at Buck Brothers, 
Inc. or J.W. Turf in Hampshire or by 
contacting Steve Arnold, Executive 
Director of the Kane County Farm 
Bureau Foundation, at 630-584-8660. ■
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The DeKalb County airport in Waterman was the 
place to be on any Sunday afternoon for a day of 
fun-fi lled activities. 

The grass fi eld opened in 1929 with a three-day 
dedication and celebration event. The celebration 
included visitors who traveled more than 50 miles, 
plane rides in a Ford Tri-Motor, parachute jumps, 
stunt fl ying and a concert presented by the DeKalb 
Municipal Band, directed by F. Toeneges.  

The airport was lovingly managed by Paul Eakle 
(and family), who was originally off ered a job 
operating a weather reporting station in Waterman. Eakle was a visionary and 
could see the potential of a full-time airport in the area.  

The airfi eld was fi rst located at McGirr Road, then later moved to Waterman 
at the corner of Routes 23 and 30. The Waterman location was perfect because 
it was along the fi rst transcontinental airmail route and in line with the Omaha-
Chicago mail route. 

Because there were no instruments in planes, pilots had to navigate by 
landmarks, making night fl ights tricky. Beacons were positioned miles apart of 
the ground to guide pilots. One of the beacon lights was installed at Waterman. 

Along with the rotating beacon and 
weather bureau, there was a terminal, 
hanger, gas station and restaurant. 

The DeKalb County airport became a 
complete airport in 1929 and closed in 
1942.  

There are so many stories to tell about 
this small airfi eld, so much history 
there. What a treasure it was! One very 
interesting story was told by John A. 
Eakle in his book The Eakle Family of 
Progress Corner. 

The story goes like this: In 1933 Jake 
“The Barber” Factor was being held in 
the DeKalb County jail in Sycamore, 
awaiting trial in Chicago. Transportation 
to the trial via auto was dangerous so it 
was decided to fl y him to Chicago from 
the DeKalb County airport in Waterman.
That day, offi  cers blocked the gates to the 
fi eld. Everyone who was at the airfi eld 
was ordered to stay where they were. 
A Northwest Airways plane landed and 
taxied to the terminal while cars appeared 
on Route 23 and entered the fi eld. Jake 
“The Barber” was rushed aboard the 
plane. The plane took off  immediately 
and headed for Chicago. Jake’s testimony 
put the bad guys away. ■
Information provided by the Joiner 
History Room, DeKalb County Archives

A glimpse of local history

Flying High in Waterman

The DeKalb County airport at the corner of Route 23 and Route 30 included a terminal, 
gas station, hanger and restaurant in 1930. The rotating beacon light can be seen on 
the steel tower.

A Ford Tri-Motor airplane was available at the opening of the DeKalb 
County airport in May of 1929. The plane could take 14 persons for a ride 
at one time.
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FARM COUNTRY

Seventy percent of U.S. farmland 
will likely change hands during the 
next two decades. 

With estimates as high as half of 
American farmers operating without 
an estate plan, Illinois Farm Bureau 
(IFB) and COUNTRY Financial are 
set to provide valuable Farm Legacy 
Seminars to aid them as plans are 
made for the next generation.

The two organizations will host 
three farm legacy information 
meetings in February. The seminars 
will provide current and prospective 
IFB members and COUNTRY 
Financial clients with tools, 
protection and ongoing support 
essential to legacy planning, in order 
to allow them to keep their farm in 
the family amid today’s financial 
challenges.

Each meeting will include a 
keynote presentation by Dr. Ron 
Hanson, Harlan agribusiness 
professor emeritus at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln and professional 
speaker on farm legacy planning. 

“It is never too early for farm 
family members to begin a legacy 
planning process for their farm,” 
said Dr. Hanson. “Most often, 
farm families make the mistake of 
waiting until it is too late or after 
something unexpected happens. That 
is never the best time to make good 
objective decisions. It’s important to 
develop and implement a business 
succession plan now to continue 
a family farming legacy for future 
generations.”

Following Dr. Hanson’s talk, farm 
legacy planning support will be 
explained and offered by COUNTRY 
Financial Specialists and Planning 
Support Manager Joe Buhrmann.

“Legal documents and adequate 
protection are a solid start to the 
conversation,” stated Buhrmann. 
“Equally important, though is having 
the entire family take part in the 

Keep “family” in family farm meeting
conversation. Having a plan will 
ensure that what you want to have 
happen will happen.”

“At COUNTRY, our team of 
planning professionals have been 
helping farming families keep the 
farm in the family for over 50 years,” 
said Buhrmann. “What you’ve built 
with your hands, your head, and your 
heart is too important to leave to 
chance.”

Meetings are set to take place 
in northern, central and southern 
Illinois. The two-hour seminars will 
each begin at 5 p.m. with dinner. 
Dates and locations are as follows:

• Feb. 25  – Hickory Grove Banquet 
and Conference Center, Rochelle

• Feb. 26  – I-Hotel and Conference 
Center, Champaign

• Feb. 27  – Kokopelli Golf Club, 
Marion.

Registration for the events are 
open to current and prospective IFB 
members and COUNTRY Financial 
clients. To express interest or receive 
additional information on this topic, 
visit www.ilfb.org/farmplanning. ■

“It is never too early for farm 
family members to begin a 
legacy planning process for 
their farm.”

Dr. Ron Hanson
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 2019 Donors
Named Endowment ($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
In Memory of Joe Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Orville A. Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
Babson Farms
Christina Bagwell
Bayer Crop Science
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Ed & Juli Cowan
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
Joyce Gardner
Jack & Marcia Goodrich

Growing Acres, continued
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
KishHealth System
In Memory of Roger Klein
Ronald G. Klein
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark Tuttle
David & Peggy Vaughan
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field
($200-$900 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Boehne Farms
Boehne Farms Trucking
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann ► 

A legacy for Agriculture
Foundation’s Mission: Ag Outreach & Education  
Looking back on the 2019 year, it was another signifi cant year 
for the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture! 
Thanks to the generosity of so many donors the Foundation was 
successful in funding worthwhile agricultural initiatives like Ag 
in the Classroom, scholarships, farm fi eld trips, ag literacy, and 
community outreach programs. 

FOUNDATION

AG lITERACY

FARM FIElD TRIpS
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FOUNDATION

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 2019 Donors
Cultivating Paths
(General Fund)
Richard & Candy Anderson
Charlie & Marti Brown
Carl F. Dumoulin
Steve & Pat Faivre
Dawn Felix
Norm & Marion Gilbert
Fredrick High
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple 
 Family Fund
Gary & Mary Leonard
Jerry Olson
Lyle & Marty Paul
Berni Schelkopf
L. Dale & Linda Swedberg
Frank Willis 
Dean Winterton
M. Nadine Zimmerman

Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Pitstick & Associates, Ltd.
Elsie Sanford
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Ag in the Classroom Fund
E & A Adams Farm
Noel Arndt
Barry, Kris & Kelly Aves
Bayer Crop Science
Brian Bend
Don & Marcy Billington
Bud’s Popcorn, Maple Park
Carole Cronin
Culver’s of Sycamore
Frederick & Allison Daley
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial
DeKalb County Lamb & Wool Producers
R. Ellen Engstrom
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of David Gray
Mike & Becky Hardt
Susan Leslie
Roy & Joyce McConkey
Robert F. & Mary Lou Miller
Mullins Farms
In Memory of Budd & Mary Phelps
Pipestone Bethany
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
Doug & Kathy Stice
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen
Waterman Lions Club
Frank Willis
In Memory of David & Nancy Wirsing

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Barry & Kris Aves
Carole Cronin
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Norm & Barb Larson
Jim & Lois Latimer
Janet Miller
Jim & Judy Myers
Frank Willis

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund
In Memory of John Buckley
CHS Elburn
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association
Deanna Glass
James C. Green
Gail P. Johnson
Gary & Bonnie Koerner
Ann L. Koski
Mark & Renee Lawson
Louis & Martha Lostroh Family
Bruce & Kathy Maunder
David C. Mezger
Larry Nolan
Douglas & Lynn Roberts 
 Family Foundation
Dan & Kate Rozzen
Floyd & Janice Schroeder
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder
Mark Tuttle

Joe Barshinger Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Babson Farms
Sharlyn & Jeff Larson

Memorial Fund
Joe Barshinger Memorial
Kevin Engstrom Memorial
Donald P. Johnson Memorial
Pat Johnson Memorial
Garnet Jordal Memorial
James Leonard Smith Memorial
James “Jim” Montgomery Memorial
Edward Ollman Memorial
Shirley Valentine Memorial 
Charles L. “Chuck” Weeden Memorial ■

pOllINATOR GARDEN

AG IN THE ClASSROOM

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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These 20-somethings are optimistic that agriculture has a bright future in 
2020 and beyond. See what these grown up farm kids have to say about 
the changing business of agriculture and how they intend to be involved.

Justin Bolander, Amy Newell, Justis Willrett, Ian Anderson, Bronwyn 
Burgweger, Christian Thurwanger and Katie Arndt offer their viewpoints. 
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Justin Bolander, 24, Sycamore
Organic Farmer at Bolander Farms 
& Welder at Vermeer Midwest
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: I believe the future of agriculture is going to be 
farming more land per farmer, and with that getting 
good skilled workers to help run the land is going 
to be challenging. Also while farming this land we 
will have to continue to be good stewards of the land 
and conserve the soil through the use of cover crops. 
We can also use more natural fertilizers and less 
synthetic chemicals. 
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A:  I believe some changes that will drive 
agriculture’s future are the wants of the consumer, 
technology, and foreign aff airs. I think most 
consumers are disconnected from agriculture and 
need more opportunities to see how their food is 
raised and grown in the fi eld. The new technology 
that is in farm machinery requires less skills to be 
learned in order to operate the machinery.
Q:  How will you be involved?
A: I will be involved by growing organic grain and 
producing good quality food. I plan on doing this as 
well as being a conservationist by taking care of the 
land and wildlife around me. 
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career
in agriculture/agribusiness?
A: Something that inspires young people to seek 
a career in agriculture/agribusiness is having or 
gaining the heart and passion to succeed and grow in 
agriculture. It is hard – there are ups and downs – but 
you have to be up for the challenge to face those hard 
times with hard work and motivation. You have to 
have the mindset that what you are doing is going to 
aff ect how the world’s food is produced.

About Justin: I am the son of Glenn and the late 
Carol Bolander. I started farming during my high 
school years with my father, Glenn, and Uncle Dale. 
While farming, I attended Kishwaukee College and 
received an associate degree and certifi cation in 
diesel mechanics. I work for Vermeer Midwest as a 
fabricator and welder. Our farm transitioned from 
traditional crops into organic crops fi ve years ago. 
My wife, Kelsey, and I reside on our family farm. ►
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Amy Newell, 23, Sycamore
Financial Offi cer at Compeer Financial
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: I think we will start to see some farms transition to the 
next generation with new levels of technology. The scale 
and number of farms will continue to change as profi t 
levels adjust and new markets are developed with organic 
farming and pharmaceutical products such as hemp. As 
society changes its demands, agriculture will also change. 
Agriculture has been and will continue to be one of the 
largest economic drivers in our economy.
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: As farmers navigate the economic environment, some 
key driving forces for the future of agriculture will be 
technological advances to improve computer apps and 
new products within biotechnology. Farmers are always 
seeking ways to improve effi  ciency on their farms to 
save time and money, along with the industry continually 
creating new and improved agricultural products to help 
the farmer to grow a bigger and better crop each year.
Q: How will you be involved?
A: I was raised on a family farm, and therefore 
understand the hard work and dedication farmers 
have for their way of life. I will always be involved in 
agriculture as it runs deep in my roots. My current role 
as a fi nancial offi  cer puts me in a position to fi nd ways to 
help local farmers fi nance their current operations and any 
changes, expansions, or upgrades in their future farming 
operations.
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: I feel the changes and challenges of agriculture 
inspire young people to seek a career in agriculture along 
with the fact that it is one of our leading industries for 
available jobs at all varying levels of skills and education. 
Young people are also seeking careers in agriculture 
because they have grown up on a farm and want to stay 
connected to their roots. 

About Amy: I grew up on a grain and livestock farm 
near Williamsfi eld, IL with my two older sisters and my 
parents, Ron and Debbie Newell. I was active in FFA and 
4-H. After high school, I went to our local community 
college and completed my associate’s degree and then 
transferred to Illinois State University where I graduated 
in 2018 with a degree in ag business. My career with 
Compeer Financial began in May of 2018. When I’m not 
working, I like to play volleyball, shoot archery, spend 
time with my family, and travel. ►
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Justis Willrett, 23, Malta
Grain Farmer & Cattle Feeder 
at J. Willrett Farms 
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: In the future I see agriculture becoming a more 
challenging industry with a higher need for strategic 
management. Government regulations, consumer 
perspective and wants, and “engineered food” are all 
things that I can picture posing issues. I also picture 
growth for niche markets such as hemp production, 
and organic crops. 
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: Being able to do more with less will continue to 
drive changes in agriculture I believe. We will need 
to be open to trying out new products, technology, 
and practices to continue increasing effi  ciency on 
the farm. We have a growing population to feed each 
year on a fi xed, if not slightly decreasing, amount of 
land. 
Q: How will you be involved?
A: I will be involved through continuing to farm, 
adapt to challenges that arise, and be innovative and 
open to new ideas on the farm.  
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: I believe the idea of being part of an industry 
that feeds the world inspires younger people to get 
involved in agriculture. It is a great industry with 
friendly and helpful company. Consumers will 
always need food which means it is an industry with 
great job security as well.
 
About Justis: I have been farming most of my young 
life – helping with crops and cattle – and being in 
4-H and FFA. I went to Kansas State and studied 
agricultural economics and returned to the family 
farm in 2019. My parents are Jamie and Larisa 
Willrett. When I’m not farming I enjoy traveling and 
being outdoors. ►
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Ian Anderson, 26, Waterman
Maintenance Engineer for Hormel Foods 
& Farmhand at Anderson Farms 
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: My vision for the future of agriculture is increasing 
production without having to expand operations. With 
technology and machinery capabilities increasing every 
day, farmers can determine recipes for each individual 
acre of every fi eld to maximize yield increase from 
year to year without expanding. In industry we can 
develop machines that can run faster and more effi  ciently 
increasing tonnages without increasing fl oor space or 
labor. 
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: Technology will drive the future changes in 
agriculture. Farms will use the data they can acquire from 
their acreage to expand and adapt their operations. More 
farms will go from conventional farming to no-till, strip-
till, or organic to fi t their specifi c acreage and maximize 
profi ts. In industry, advances in technology will eliminate 
waste while allowing machines to run faster and longer to 
meet increasing customer demand. 
Q: How will you be involved?
A: I will be involved from the beginning of the agriculture 
processes until the end. I will be able to positively aff ect 
agriculture from the production of the crops and swine 
my family produces on our farm, all the way through to 
the packaged bacon that leaves our Hormel facility in 
Rochelle. I will work to grow our animals and crops more 
effi  ciently while increasing the production of the end 
customer product(s) that leave our plant. 
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: Knowing a career in agriculture allows you to 
positively impact the world is what inspires young people 
to join the industry. Whether you are growing or helping 
to grow an agricultural product, marketing a product, or 
any of the other steps from farm to consumer; each day 
you are helping to feed or clothe the world. 

About Ian: I am the son of Wesley and Susan Anderson. 
I grew up on our family grain and hog farm in Shabbona. 
I graduated from Iowa State University with a mechanical 
engineering degree in December 2016 and in January 
2017 started as an associate maintenance engineer for 
Hormel at Rochelle Foods. In my free time I continue 
to help out on the family farm and enjoy fi shing and 
anything involving sports. ►
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Bronwyn Burgweger, 28, Kingston
Credit Manager at CHS Elburn
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: My vision for the future of agriculture is an industry with 
unlimited potential. Potential that started with the fi rst seed 
ever planted. Through innovation, experimentation and use 
of technologies agriculture will continue to sustain a growing 
population, create opportunities for economic growth, ensure 
a safe food supply and protect the environment for future 
generations. 
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: There are many factors that will drive change in 
agriculture’s future. Drivers of change include trade deals, 
transportation systems, technologies, environmental policies, 
a growing population and an upcoming generation of tech-
savvy farmers. Technology will continue to be an important 
driver of change. Future advancements in technologies will 
off er benefi ts and opportunities to sustain the success and 
growth of the agricultural industry. 
Q: How will you be involved?
A: Having been raised on a family farm and involved in 4-H 
and FFA, I have grown up to appreciate agriculture. Although 
it is unlikely I will go back to the family farm full time, I will 
continue to be involved in agriculture. As an agribusiness 
career woman, I will involve myself by promoting 
innovations in products and service that are benefi cial to 
the success of area farmers. I will also continue to educate 
students about the importance of agriculture.
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: Agriculture is an industry off ering a wide variety of career 
opportunities. Career opportunities that expand much further 
than the farm. What inspires young people to seek a career 
within agriculture is the vast opportunities available to them. 
The complexity of the industry provides career opportunities 
to individuals in many career fi elds. Agriculture is an industry 
that seeks diversity of thought and ideas that drive innovation 
and technological advancements.

About Bronwyn: I grew up on a grain farm in Kirkland. My 
parents are Henry and Pat Burgweger. I received a bachelor’s 
degree in agribusiness from Colorado State University. I 
began working for CHS Elburn at the Sycamore offi  ce in 
August of 2018. When I’m not working I like to spend time 
with my girls, Presley (6) and Breklyn (2). When we are not 
running to practices, you can fi nd us at the farm or in the shop 
with my fi ancé. I also enjoy volunteering at the church and 
being a part of multiple boards. ►
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Christian Thurwanger, 24, Sycamore
Ag Teacher at Sycamore High School
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: The future of agriculture will continue to increase in 
importance as the growing world population is expected 
to jump at an alarming rate. This to me looks like a focus 
on a healthier and plentiful product. I think that livestock 
producers will need to focus on producing more product 
with less input, through proper selection of genetics and 
nutrition. 
Q: What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: The change in the consumer’s needs/wants will drive 
the direction of agriculture in the future. As we see a 
more vocal consumer determining what they want in 
their product, the production will shift as well. The more 
focus that is put on the nutritional value of food, will 
also come into play. Products that are potentially higher 
in protein, vitamins and minerals and lower in fats could 
become the norm in food.
Q: How will you be involved?
A: As an educator I am presented with a unique 
opportunity to listen, understand and react to situations 
within the local community. I will personally be involved 
in the increased understanding of food production and 
consumer awareness by introducing students to practices 
seen in modern agriculture. In class we can discuss the 
current trends in consumer wants/needs while analyzing 
how our local producers can aff ect change and perception 
of modern agriculture.   
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: Agriculture is a diverse and malleable industry. 
This means that almost every job has some kind of 
tie to agriculture. The diversity allows everyone the 
opportunity to fi nd something they’re interested in, 
while also keeping true to their agriculture roots. The 
malleability comes in the perspective that agriculture is 
one of the best industries to get your hands dirty.

About Christian: I have been involved in agriculture my 
whole life. I grew up raising and showing pigs, cattle 
and sheep. My parents are Andrea Thurwanger and Mark 
Thurwanger. I graduated from Western Illinois University 
in 2018 with a degree in agriculture education. Currently 
I am one of the agriculture teachers and FFA Advisors at 
Sycamore High School. In my free time I am developing 
my own market lamb herd to sell to local 4-H and FFA 
members. ►
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Katie Arndt, 22, DeKalb
Management Trainee for pipestone System
Q: What is your vision of agriculture?
A: I see people getting more innovative or creative 
with how they run their operations. This could 
be entering a new commodity, like organics, or 
implementing new technology. 
Q:  What changes will drive agriculture’s future?
A: I think a workforce with a diff erent background 
will be a big agent of change. With fewer farms for 
people to grow up on, there will be more people 
without an agricultural background entering the 
industry, and we need those people. As an industry, 
we need to be welcoming and inclusive to those 
individuals because we need new minds, with new 
ideas and they bring a new perspective to the table. 
Things would be boring if we were all the same 
anyway!
Q: How will you be involved?
A: My goal is to continue to encourage youth to 
consider agricultural careers because there are many 
people who wish they grew up on a farm, but didn’t 
or were not given the opportunities. I was given the 
opportunity to be involved in agriculture through 4-H, 
FFA and my family farm. 
Q: What inspires young people to seek a career in 
agriculture/agribusiness?
A: My goal is to support the younger generation, 
entering or who show interest in agriculture-related 
fi elds, because I was lucky enough to have grown 
up on a farm and be involved in 4-H and FFA. But I 
know that so many people did not have those same 
opportunities. It can be very intimidating for people 
without a traditional agriculture background to 
enter this industry, so if I can provide more learning 
opportunities or make a transition into an agricultural 
career smoother, I want to be a part of that.  

About Katie: I grew up on a grain and hog farm 
in Malta. My parents are Ed and Darla Arndt. I 
graduated from Iowa State University in 2019 with 
a degree in animal science and began working for 
Pipestone at local hog farms. I am involved with the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Young Leaders and I 
serve on the Pork Producers Board of Directors. For 
fun, I am learning how to golf. ■
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2020 Prime Timers 
Programs

Feb. 3
“Tea For Three: Lady Bird, Pat & Betty”

Portrayed by Leslie Goddard

March 2
American Songbook Hits

Matt & Cynthia Gruel

April 6
Tribute to George & Barbara Bush

Barbara Rinella

May 4
Classical Music by Karl Knutson

June 1
Music by the Hix Brothers

Ukulele Band

July 13
Music by The Convertibles

Annual BBQ

Aug. 3
Winston Churchill

Portrayed by Terry Lynch

Sept. 14
Music by Terri Goodman

Oct. 5
The Gavin Wilson Show 

Nov. 2
Truman’s Ridge Band

Dec. 7
“Elf” by Stagecoach Players

Leslie Goddard returns to Farm 
Bureau for another remarkable 
history portrayal program featuring 
fi rst ladies – Lady Bird Johnson, 
Pat Nixon and Betty Ford.

On Monday, Feb. 3 Leslie 
Goddard will present: “Tea for 
Three: Lady Bird, Pat and Betty” 
at 1 p.m. in the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Theater. Farm Bureau 
members are welcome to attend. 

What is it like for a woman whose 
husband becomes the president 
of the United States – and she is 
thrust into the spotlight? This witty, 
sly and deeply moving portrayal 

“Tea for Three: lady Bird, pat & Betty”

performed by Goddard explores 
the hopes and fears of Lady Bird 
Johnson, Pat Nixon and Betty Ford. 

In three scenes taking place in the 
family quarters of the White House, 
each of the women confi des to the 
audiences. Secrets are spilled about 
their husbands’ rise to power, their 
romances with the men, and their 
paths as wives in the White House. 
Each becomes intimate as the women 
wrestle with what Pat Nixon called 
“the hardest unpaid job in the world.”

Goddard follows a script written 

by Eric H. Weinberger and Elaine 
Bromka. This program was produced 
by special arrangement with the 
Dramatic Publishing Company Inc. of 
Woodstock, Illinois. 

Goddard is an award-winning actress 
and scholar who has been portraying 
famous women and presenting history 
lectures for more than ten years. 

Prior to the program, Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers will convene for lunch 
at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable 
by Jan. 28 at the Farm Bureau offi  ce. ■

pRIME TIMERS

Take a trip down memory lane.
Matt and Cynthia Gruel belt out the 

hits of yester years with American 
Songbook Hits including Steppin’ 
Out with My Baby, All of Me, I Got 
Rhythm, It Don’t Mean A Thing and 
It’s Only a Paper Moon, amongst 
many others. 

They will be performing for Farm 
Bureau members on Monday, March 
2 at 1 p.m. in the Farm Bureau 
Theater.

Prime Timers will enjoy this trip 
down memory lane by vocalists Matt 
and Cynthia Gruel. The husband and 
wife team are owners and performers 
for Nostalgia Entertainment. Matt 
is the business manager, pianist and 
singer. Cynthia is a singer and actress. 
She has performed on stage for 
various Chicago-land theaters.

Steppin’ Out with American Songbook Hits

Prior to the musical program, 
Prime Timers are welcome to enjoy 
lunch at 12-noon in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable 
in advance by Feb. 25 at the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce. ■

Matt and Cynthia Gruel will perform 
American Songbook Hits on March 2 at 
Farm Bureau.
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TRIpS

It’s a new musical adapted from 
the smash hit movie!

Farm Bureau has tickets to see 
“The Secret of My Success” at the 
Paramount Theater on Wednesday, 
March 18. 

Is success money? A powerful 
job? A happy marriage? “The Secret 
of My Success” is a hilarious, 
heartfelt new musical based on the 
Universal Pictures fi lm starring 
Michael J. Fox. A young, ambitious 
Midwesterner named Brantley 
Foster moves to New York City 
to start his dream job at a major 
corporation, only to be laid off  on 
the very fi rst day. 

In his relentless enthusiasm to 
succeed, Brantley fi nds himself 

See “The Secret of My Success” at paramount
tangled up in a sidesplitting scheme 
in which he assumes the identity 
of a rising executive. As he climbs 
the corporate ladder he soon falls 
in love with a beautiful colleague 
and discovers that his defi nition of 
success might be all wrong. 

A group of tickets has been 
reserved for main fl oor seating and 
the matinee performance on March 
18 at the Paramount in Aurora. 

Before the show, Farm Bureau 
members will enjoy a lunch buff et 
at the nearby Ballydoyle restaurant 
featuring a house salad, shepherd’s 
pie, fi sh and chips, pasta, homemade 
donuts and beverages.

Cost of this day trip is $93 for 
members, $103 for guests. Price 
includes the show, lunch and 

motorcoach transportation. The 
motorcoach will depart from Farm 
Bureau at 10:15 a.m. and return by 
5 p.m.

To register, contact the Farm 
Bureau offi  ce, 815-756-6361. ■

See Indiana and Ohio Amish country 
in a spring tour with DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau and American Classic 
Tours. The tour is set for May 19-23. 

Highlights include: Shipshewana 
fl ea market; Amish show at Blue Gate 
Theater; Holmes County, Ohio sites; 
fully guided tours of Amish country; 
stops at cheese shops, bakeries and 

furniture stores; Yoder Amish farm; 
Amish buggy ride; show at Ohio 
Star Theater; Sauder Village; Das 
Dutchman Essenhaus, plus much 
more.

Cost is $1,498 per person double 
occupancy, $1,729 single occupancy. 
Cost includes four nights hotel 
accommodations, nine meals, 
attractions, tours, luggage handling, 

Amish Country Traditions spring tour registration now open

Farm Bureau Trips 2020
Feb. 16

“Love, Sex & The IRS”
The Barn III, Goodfi eld

March 18
“The Secret to My Success”

Paramount Theater, Aurora
Lunch at Ballydoyle restaurant

May 19-23
Amish Trip

Shipshewana, Indiana
& Ohio Amish country

with American Classic Tours

Plus many more trips to come!

taxes and gratuities, motor coach, and 
a professional tour director. A deposit 
of $600 is due with reservation. 

Members will be picked up 
and returned to DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau via motor coach 
transportation.  

For a travel brochure/itinerary and 
to register, stop by the Farm Bureau 
offi  ce. ■
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If you worked in this career, do you 
think you would spend your time 
working indoors, outdoors, or both?

What would you wear to work if this 
was your job?

What STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) skills do you 
think you might use in this career?

Why is this career important to 
society?

Do you think you would like working 
in this career? Why or why not?

These are some of the questions 
pondered by 436 students who 
recently experienced 5th grade 
“Exploring STEM Careers in 
Agriculture” lessons conducted in 19 
classrooms around DeKalb County.

During the presentation, each 
student studied a photo and 
description of a diff erent ag-related 
career. They then answered the above 
questions and discussed them in small 
groups and as a class. In doing so, 
students explored a variety of farm 
and non-farm careers, what those jobs 

Volunteer Landon Faivre shares ag career descriptions with 5th graders at St. Mary 
School in DeKalb during a recent “Exploring STEM Careers in Agriculture” presentation.

Career Contemplation

might involve, and which career areas 
seemed most appealing.

To emphasize the fact that there 
are many non-farm opportunities 
in agriculture, presentations were 
delivered by volunteers from areas 
like soil conservation, agronomy, 
fi nance, public policy, and farm 
management. Each volunteer shared 
information about their own careers 
and what makes their work unique 

A St. Mary School (DeKalb) 5th grader 
concentrates on his card during a game 
of STEM Career Bingo. The Bingo game 
helps students learn about 30 different 
careers in agriculture.

and fulfi lling.
Each presentation concluded 

with students reinforcing their new 
knowledge via several rounds of 
STEM Career Bingo.

Volunteer presenters for the 
program included Katie Betz, 
Bronwyn Burgweger, Brett Dienst, 
Landon Faivre, Dean Johnson, Eric 
Lawler, Steve Meisch, Bob Pritchard, 
and Evan Quinn. ■

AG lITERACY

Employment in agriculture, food, and related industries*
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You can make a difference! 
Ag in the Classroom volunteers needed 
Every year in February, farm and agribusiness volunteers 
deliver Ag in the Classroom (AITC) lessons in 1st-4th 
grade classrooms across DeKalb County. 
Volunteer training will take place at Farm Bureau on 
Tuesday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m. All four lessons will 
be reviewed. 
Presentation supplies will be available for pick up and 
return at Farm Bureau beginning the night of training and 
continuing through early March.  

What will the AITC presentations accomplish? 
Ag in the Classroom lessons are designed to: 
 Teach students how farms provide food, clothing, 

and everyday products. 
 Connect students with real-life farmers and 

agribusiness men and women. 
 Immerse students in engaging activities that increase 

their awareness of agriculture. 

Who visits classrooms to conduct AITC lessons? 
You! AITC volunteers are people willing to share their 
time and ag expertise, including farmers, agri-business 
people, FFA members, and others passionate about the 
ag industry. Last year nearly 90 volunteers delivered 
AITC lessons in 148 classrooms. 

How are volunteers matched with classrooms? 
 Teachers submit request forms with their contact 

information and preferred presentation times.  
 Volunteers view the list of classrooms posted at 

www.GrowYoungMinds.org in mid-January. They 
e-mail rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org to reserve the 
classrooms they wish to visit. 

 Volunteers receive copies of teachers' request forms  
and use this information to schedule with teachers. 

For more information, please contact Rhodora at 
rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 815-756-6361. 

What will students learn? 
A unique lesson has been created for each grade: 

1st Grade – More Than a Seed     
 What are the steps of crop production? 
 What do seeds need in order to germinate? 
 Students plant corn & soybean seeds and learn 

how those crops impact their own lives. 

2nd Grade – From Cow to Ice Cream 
 Where does milk come from? 
 What are the steps of dairy production and 

how do farmers keep cows healthy? 
 Students make their own ice cream and learn 

why dairy is important in a healthy diet. 

3rd Grade – It’s an Earful  
 How do farmers grow and harvest corn? 
 How is corn used and how does it help us? 
 Students examine the life cycle of corn, dissect a 

kernel, and investigate types and uses of corn. 

4th Grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture 
 How does agriculture connect to our lives? 
 How do you find locations on a road map? 
 Students identify Illinois agricultural products 

and use maps to locate ag-related sites. 

2019 AITC volunteer Susan Deihs assists a 
student during a Mapping Illinois Ag lesson. 
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Teacher
 Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Ms. Shelley Lawson
Teaching:
School: Children’s Learning Center, DeKalb

Students: 2 and 3 year-olds

Subjects: Incorporating academics while teaching life skills

Number of years teaching: 11

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy Connection: I incorporated the Pre-K Barn Kit into my classroom 
and took my class on a fi eld trip to Carol and Jim Boesche’s dairy farm in the early 1990’s. 
After returning to teaching last year, I was fortunate enough to be a participant in the Farm 
Bureau Summer Ag Institute in June.

What is your favorite unit to teach? I like to teach about grain and wheat.

What do you enjoy most about teaching? The enthusiasm of the children! Children as young 
as two and three-years of age can learn so much, especially if you make it fun!

What is something unique you do in your classroom? I don’t know if it’s especially unique, 
but in addition to visiting occasional ag related locations on our monthly fi eld trips, I often 
bring in actual whole crops, weeds, seeds, etc. for hands-on learning. Our center has a 
garden each year and the children help plant, weed, water and harvest. They eat produce 
straight from the vine as if it were candy! Just last week I had a child ask why the tomatoes 
were gone. 

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? If you are knowledgeable 
about something, you may respect it more. I feel it is important that our children learn to 
honor the resources we’ve been given. So many children don’t know food beyond boxes and 
drive-through bags. Nutritious foods are so very important on so many levels. If we provide 
children with knowledge about where their food comes from and its value, in the future they 
may choose to make more educated choices about what they eat and how they care for the 

resources necessary to acquire those foods. 

One memorable teaching story: After participating in 
the Summer Ag Institute, I incorporated the “Grains” 

Ag Literacy kit into our curriculum. The kit contains a 
hand grinder and wheat kernels. Children as young 
as three used the grinder independently to grind 
wheat into fl our. Once the children saw the kernels 
become fl our, we made wheat bread as a class 
activity. They were very proud.

How do you inspire students? Anyone 
who knows me, knows that I love 
agriculture and farm life. I look at every 
opportunity as a learning/teaching 
opportunity; I don’t get caught up in 
something having to be part of a written 
plan. Genuine enthusiasm will inspire 
students and fellow teachers, alike. What 
people learn they will share…it all begins 
with exposure. Teach what you love. 

Personal:
Hometown: Rochelle

What did you want to be when you 
grew up? A dairy farmer, a teacher and a 
psychologist

Favorites:
Hobbies: Hiking, kayaking adventures, 
binging documentaries on Netfl ix, helping 
with harvest and bottle-feeding calves

Book: “The Five Love Languages” by 
Gary Chapman

TV show: Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 

Movie: Shawshank Redemption

Travel destinations: As many national 
parks as I can possibly visit ■
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Workshop for watershed planning 
held in DeKalb, Feb. 5.

If you live or own property in the 
Lower Upper South Branch of the 
Kishwaukee River Watershed (see 
attached map) you are invited to 
attend a Watershed Goals Workshop 
on Feb. 5 starting at 6:30 p.m. at the 
DeKalb Park District’s River Heights 
Club House, 1020 Sharon Dr., 
DeKalb. 

The Watershed Steering Committee 
which is made up of representative 
government agencies, institutions 
and private landowners within the 
watershed are currently working on a 
watershed plan for the area.  

A watershed plan is a voluntary, 
community supported approach 
to protecting and improving water 
quality in streams, lakes, and 
wetlands, protecting groundwater 
resources, restoring habitat, reducing 
flood damage, providing recreational 
and educational opportunities, and 
improving quality of life for people. 

The planning process takes about 
18 months to complete. Funding 
for this plan is through the Illinois 
Environmental Agency’s Section 319 
grant program. Local matching funds 
and in-kind contributions make up 
40% of the grant allocation. 

A key part of watershed planning 
is stakeholder input which is the 
stakeholder’s opportunity to share 
information and identify common 
water-related challenges. These 
challenges may include improving 

stream and lake water 
quality, preserving 
and protecting 
groundwater 
resources, managing 
stormwater, reducing 
soil erosion and flood 
damage, conserving 
open space, 
protecting wildlife 
habitat, providing 
safe recreational 
opportunities, 
supporting 
opportunities for  
economic develop-
ment and other issues 
of concern. 

Stakeholders will briefly learn 
about the condition of the watershed. 
They will be allowed to share 
information about flood problem 
areas and locations that are important 
to them in the neighborhood. 

 “An important realization of 
watershed planning is that we need 
to understand how many components 
there are to a watershed from the 
rural agriculture settings to urban 
development. What each stakeholder 
does in that watershed affects the 
whole watershed community,” 
says Dean Johnson Watershed 
Coordinator with the DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District.  

Please contact the DeKalb County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District if you would like to get 
more information at 815-756-3234, 
ext. 9488 or email Dean.Johnson@
il.nacdnet.net. ■

It’s your watershed -- your input counts!



1  https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645698.2018.1476792
2 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645698.2018.1464866

In the past 20+ years, the positive eect on the environment from GMO crops 
and the traits they express has been nothing short of extraordinary.

More Bene�cial 
Insects

Increased Organic 
Material

Better Moisture 
Retention

Less Soil 
Erosion

LESS TILLING  =

3 Big Ways GMOs 
SUPPORT THE ENVIRONMENT

Conservation tillage reduced CO₂ emissions 

by 27.1 billion kg in 2016 

GMOs foster sustainable 
farming practices

That’s like taking 16.7 million cars 
o� the road for a year.1

GMOs let us grow 
more food on less land

conserving 

55.4 million acres 
of land.2

82.36 million tons 
additional crop yield in 2016

GMOs build healthy soil
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

www.countryfinancial.com

1. Set your financial goals for the  
New Year.

Do you want to pay off debt, set up 
an emergency fund or college savings 
plan for your kids? Maybe you want 
to put more away for retirement. 
Whatever your dream is, talk with your 
financial rep about how you can take 
the first step to achieve your goals. 
2. Create a budget that supports your 
goals.

Getting an overall view of your 
income and expenses will help you plan 
a strategy for achieving your goals. Try 
creating a simple spreadsheet or using 
an online budgeting tool to get started. 
Check your budget often to be sure 
you’re staying on track. 

Top 5 (Financial) New Year’s Resolutions

3. Look for ways to save 
money on insurance. 

Your rep can look to 
see what discounts you 
may be eligible for (did 
you purchase a home 
security system or put on 
a new roof recently? Talk to your rep 
to see if you qualify for a discount). 
Your rep can also talk with you about 
other money-saving strategies such as 
bundling or changing your deductible. 
4. Talk to your insurance 
representative about coverage for 
your new expensive items.

Did you receive a new smartphone, 
expensive jewelry or other high-cost 
items for Christmas? Talk with 
your insurance rep about insurance 
protection for them. 

5. Prepare for the unexpected. 
Use your smartphone to take a video 

record of all of your belongings in case 
you ever experience a fire, tornado or 
other disaster situation. It only takes a 
few minutes and it’s much easier than 
trying to remember each item in every 
room, drawer, closet, etc., after a loss. 

Taking simple steps to protect your 
property and set goals can get you on 
the right foot in the New Year. ■

It’s a new year, a time to start fresh and dream big. 
When it comes to setting goals for the coming months, saving 

money is always a popular one. We want to help you not only save 
money, but protect the things that are important to you as well. 

So we’ve laid out our top 5 [financial] New Year’s resolutions to 
help you feel more secure in 2020. 
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Signup for Conservation Reserve Program Open
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture has opened signup for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). The deadline for agricultural producers to sign up for 
General CRP is Feb. 28, while signup for Continuous CRP is Aug. 21. 

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental 
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat 
on marginally productive agricultural lands.

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the 
cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and ranchers have a chance 
to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation for 
another term.
General Signup 

Under general enrollment, producers have the opportunity to offer 
land for CRP general enrollment annually during announced enrollment 
periods. Offers for CRP contracts are ranked according to the 
Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). 

FSA uses the following EBI factors to assess the environmental 
benefits for the land offered: 

Wildlife habitat benefits resulting from covers on contract acres; 
Water quality benefits from reduced erosion, runoff 
and leaching; On-farm benefits from reduced 
erosion; Benefits that will likely endure beyond the 
contract period; Air quality benefits from reduced 
wind erosion and; Cost. 

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Continuous Signup
While some practices under SAFE 

will remain available through continuous 
signup, CRP continuous signup will 
focus primarily on water quality within 
the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers 
(CLEAR) Initiative. 

The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes 
water quality practices such as: Grass 
Waterway, Shallow Water Area for 
Wildlife, Contour Grass Strip, Filter 
Strip, Riparian Buffer, Saturated Filter 
Strip and Riparian Buffer, Habitat Buffers 
for Upland Birds, Wetland & Buffer 
SAFE Practices, Wetland Restoration 
on Floodplain and Non-floodplain, 
Prairie Strips, Windbreaks, Shelterbelts 
and Living Snow Fences, Marginal 
Pastureland Wetland Buffer and Wildlife 
Habitat Buffers, Duck Nesting Habitat, 
Pollinator Habitat, Bottomland Timber 
Establishment on Wetlands, Farmable 
Wetlands Program (FWP) Constructed 
Wetland, FWP Flooded Prairie Wetland, 
Farmable Wetlands and Farmable 
Wetland Buffer. ►
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County Committee Election Results
DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over 
and the ballots have been counted.

Charles Sanderson of Kingston, Illinois was elected to represent local 
administrative area (LAA) one. 

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day 
operations of FSA. They help deliver programs at the county level and work 
to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county committee 
members will take office in January 2020 and will be joining the existing 
committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, and they 
are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters who are elected by local 
producers.

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. 
Each committee has three elected members who serve three-year terms of office. 
One-third of county committee seats are up for election each year. County 
committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by 
applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions 
on its commodity support programs, conservation programs, indemnity and 
disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility.

County committee members impact producers through their decision making 
and help shape the culture of a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair 
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties and are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and 
reviews as requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, 
ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, make recommendations to the state 
committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs and inform 
farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They also assist with 
outreach and inform underserved producers such as beginning farmers, ranchers 
and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or 
contact the DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County FSA office at 815-756-3234, ext. 2. ■

Who is Eligible? 
A producer must have owned or operated the land for at least 12 months prior 

to submitting the offer for continuous or 12 months before the close of general 
or grasslands signup, unless:

The new owner acquired the land due to the previous owner’s death; the 
ownership change occurred due to foreclosure where the owner exercised a 
timely right of redemption in accordance with state law or; the circumstances of 
the acquisition present adequate assurance to FSA that the new owner did not 
acquire the land for the purpose of placing it in CRP. 
Eligible Land 

For cropland, land must be planted or considered planted to an agricultural 
commodity for four of six crop years from 2012 to 2017, and that is physically 
and legally capable of being planted in a normal manner to an agricultural 
commodity. 
Previously Expired Land 

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 
2017, 2018 or 2019, may be eligible for enrollment if there was no opportunity 
for re-enrollment and the practice under the expired contract has been 
maintained.

CRP Rates and Payments 
FSA recently posted updated 

soil rental rates for CRP. County 
average rates are posted on the CRP 
Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates 
are statutorily prorated at 90 percent 
for continuous signup and 85 percent 
for general signup. The rental rates 
will be reviewed annually. Under 
continuous signup, producers also 
receive incentives, including a signup 
incentive payment and a practice 
incentive payment. 
Enrollment

To enroll in CRP, contact the 
DeKalb/Kane/DuPage County FSA 
office at 815-756-3234, ext. 2. 

To find more information on CRP 
visit: fsa.usda.gov/crp. ■

Signup for Conservation Reserve Program Open, continued

Gardener’s Pathway 2020
The University of Illinois Extension 

DeKalb County Master Gardeners 
is once again hosting the Gardener’s 
Pathway on Saturday, Feb. 22 
from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Kishwaukee College Conference 
Center. 

Keynote speaker is Horticulture 
Educator and media personality 
William Moss. Another keynote 
speaker is Kim Hartmann, landscape 
designer.

The Gardener’s Pathway is for 
gardeners of all levels. Participants 
will choose from several workshops 
to attend. There also will be an 
exhibit hall with unique gardening 
items for purchase plus a Master 
Gardener Q & A desk, refreshments 
and door prizes. 

Cost is $50 per person. 
To register go to: http://web.

extension.illinois.edu/bdo/. Call the 
DeKalb County Extension office if 
you have questions, 815-758-8194.

The deadline to register is Feb. 15. ■
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Morning Splendor  Photo by Don Willrett

Don Willrett woke to a brilliant sunrise early Christmas morning. The Hinckley farmer has a great love for the outdoors 
and said he hopes to teach his young grandchildren to appreciate sunrises and sunsets as much as he does.

We want to see your country photos! Read the details 
below to enter our 2020 Capture the Country Photo 
Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS 
magazine. 
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that 

represents country life. 

• Make sure your camera or Smartphone is set to the highest 
resolution for quality and your photo is sent at its original size. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
with a brief description of the photo’s location and the city 
you are from.

• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

Capture the Country photo Contest
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