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Farmers, BE SaFE around grain
Ranked as one of the most dangerous occupations,
farming and area farmers need a reminder of safety
protocol when it comes to getting things done. Couple this
ranking with poor quality grain being stored in grain bins
following a troubling season, a farmer and farm employees
have an increased likelihood of putting their life in harm’s
way with last year’s crop.
As a grain hauler I see it on a regular basis. As a farmer
I understand grain must be inspected on occasion to insure
quality conditions. But please take extra precaution when
inspecting and emptying grain bins.
Use a harness. Tether a rope to the upper structure to
keep from sinking in the grain. Always have someone with
you if an inspection is necessary. Exercise extreme caution
when checking the grain quality. If at all possible, do not

enter the bin and walk on the grain.
It’s just common sense, right? But we all know that when
issues arise we sometimes act in haste. It only takes a split
second to jeopardize a life and forever change a family.
Please take your stored grain seriously. And above all, BE
SAFE! ■
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On prairie Drive

Mariam Wassmann, Editor

heartfelt loss
Some farm stories are tough. They weigh heavily
on the heart.
A few weeks ago I spent a couple of hours with a
farm family who lost their husband and father in a
grain bin accident. It was an accident that shouldn’t
have happened. But it did. Six years ago on a Genoa
farm.
The day before the accident Dorothy Madey had
warned her husband to “stay out of the grain bin.”
But like other farmers, her husband knew he needed to check his grain and figured
he could resolve the clogged problem. After all, he had been handling grain his entire
farm life.
In a matter of seconds, he was entrapped in the corn and pulled under like quicksand.
The Madeys share their story to create a heightened awareness amongst farmers in
hopes of preventing another accident from occurring. To remind farmers they need to
have the proper tools like a harness and rope to anchor themselves in order to prevent
being pulled into grain. To have a spotter to watch and assist if needed. Better yet,
stay out of the bin and figure out another way of unclogging grain.
Last year’s wet corn crop is the culprit for the bad quality of grain in the bins this
year. We were so over the 2019 crop, but it still haunts us with an increasing number
of grain bin fatalities throughout the Midwest.
I hope I don’t have to write another story about a grain accident. It’s a heartache
that can and should be prevented. ■
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Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn kernel
(resembling the one here) in this month’s
issue of our magazine and be eligible to
win a prize.
Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815756-6361, by March 31 for your chance
to win.
When responding by email, please
include the page number and exact
description of the location of the kernel
on that page. You will also need to
include your name, address and phone
number in the email.
Correct answers will be put into a
drawing and one winner will be drawn to
receive a $20 gift card.
Last month’s winner of the snowﬂake
contest was Brian Koehnke of Clare.
The snowﬂake was hidden on page 43
in the bottom photo, of the February
CONNECTIONS. ■

Calendar
MaRCh

March 24
National Ag Day
March 24
Managing Markets & Weather Outlook
6 p.m.
Register by March 23

apRIl

April 2
AITC Kids Cover Contest Awards Night
7 p.m.
April 3
“SILO” film shown
4 & 7 p.m.
Register by April 1
www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/silo
April 6
Prime Timers Program:
“A Tribute to George &
Barbara Bush”
By Barbara Rinella
12-Noon, $7 lunch
Register by March 31
April 7
“Plants, Pollinators & Prayers”
film shown
7 p.m.
April 16
African Swine Fever Meeting
for pork producers
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Register with IPPA, 217-529-3100
Meetings are held at the Center for Agriculture
unless otherwise noted. For most meeting
reservations contact the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau oﬃce, 815-756-6361.

Follow us!
facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau
twitter.com/DCFBureau
pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine
www.CultivateConnections.org
Farm Bureau Main Site
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org
Foundation for Agriculture
www.PlantALegacy.org
Ag Literacy
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to:

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org

By the
NUMBERS

Grain Danger
The dangers of grain are often overlooked. With last year’s poor grain quality farmers
are entering grain bins more frequently, leading to an increase in grain entrapments.
Since August 2019, 2 fatalities have occurred in Illinois and 19 nationwide.

Timeline to Engulfment
2 - 3 seconds – react to auger starting
4 - 5 seconds – trapped in flowing grain
20 seconds – completely covered

Sources: Grain Handling Safety Council, Illinois Farm Bureau
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Grain lacks quality, farmers haul grain
Last year’s crop continues to plaque farmers with grain
storage problems at area farms.
Farmers put grain in their storage bins last fall dealing
with higher than normal moisture levels, partly because
of the late maturing crop and lack of in-field drying.
“It’s not good,” said Vickie Hernan-Faivre. “As
a matter of fact it’s one of the worst quality crops
I’ve seen.” Vickie has been overseeing grain storage
operations for more than two decades at JP Faivre Farms
in rural DeKalb.
Their field corn was harvested at 21-34% moisture
from October to December and then dried to 15% before
being stored in their grain bins.
Josh Faivre, agronomy manager for the farm, indicated
that not only was it a wet crop but it had “high foreign
matter, kernels were damaged and partially ground up
during harvest.” Even though they made some in-field
Vickie Hernan-Faivre monitors the grain being stored at JP Faivre
combine adjustments, he stated, “The corn was partially
Farms from a control panel. She emphatically warns their farm
ground up coming out of the field.”
employees to “stay out of the bins.” Sensors on the bins allow
So right out of the field the quality of grain was not what
her to check grain temperature and quality conditions.
DeKalb County farmers were used to producing. Then
when the grain was dried, to avoid spoilage in storage
bins, “it became pulverized,” said Vickie.
Farmers that have on-farm grain storage must check their bins regularly in order
According to Josh, three quick
to avoid having grain go out of condition. To do so, it requires farmers to aerate,
signs that grain is going out of
using built-in fans, to keep the grain cool. Maintaining adequate grain temperatures
condition are: “1. Grain smells
(35-40 degrees in winter) is the best defense against spoilage in bins.
moldy, 2. Grain is hot or sticky and
3. Grain has insects in it.”
Many farmers are removing
grain from their bins and hauling
it to a commercial elevator in
order to avoid grain going out
of condition. The Faivres have
already transported about one-third
of their stored crop to the ethanol
plant in Rochelle. Realizing that
low-quality grain has a shorter
allowable storage time, their goal
is to have most of their grain
hauled out of their bins by spring.
As trucks were being loaded,
Josh noted that the lower quality
corn produced more dust this
year because of fines and foreign
matter. The corn also lacked in
color – typically it is more golden
but last year’s corn has a whiter
Farmers are hauling their stored grain to elevators to avoid grain going out of condition,
look to it. ►
based on lower quality grain from last year’s harvest. Here, one of the Faivre Farms
trucks is being loaded with grain and transported to the ethanol plant in Rochelle.
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What’s happening
in grain bins?
Out of condition grain is causing
problems in grain bins. It can form
a hard crusted layer of spoiled grain
across the surface. This seemingly
sturdy surface may actually be a
dangerous bridge hiding on an open
cavity of air below.
Grain can also stick to the vertical
sidewall of a bin. Heavy chunks of
crusted grain can cause traumatic
injuries or release an avalanche of
grain.
Columns of grain may form
throughout the bin and can be
troublesome for unloading grain.
Out of condition grain is the main
reason for grain bin entrapments.
When chunks of spoiled grain clog
conveyors and augers, it’s natural
to want to go in and unclog them.
Farmers who enter bins to resolve
grain quality problems can become
entrapped and submerged in grain.
Keeping grain in condition prevents
entrapment and saves lives. ■

Some of the grain problems
occurring in bins are crusting of
grain and columns being formed.
(Above) Larry Sampson is
tethered and harnessed and works
on breaking up the column for the
grain to flow into the conveyer and
be augered out of the bin.

Another column of grain forms in this bin slowing
down the grain flow when the bin is being emptied.

The poor quality of grain causes more dust in the process of transferring grain
from bin to truck, due to foreign matter and fines.
February 2020 CONNECTIONS
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the
Brandon Wessels

harness Up

Ever since I was a kid I was taught about grain bin safety. I was
warned of how dangerous it is to climb inside and walk around while
grain is stored. Today working with grain bins is a regular part of what
I do as a farmer but the words of caution preached to me all those years
growing up have never been overstated.
A grain bin is a large, cylindrical, metal building used for storing
grain. A farmer will store grain in the bin until he’s ready to haul it to
market. The price of grain typically isn’t optimal during harvest time so
a farmer can store his grain in a bin for a few months in hopes of selling
it for a higher price down the road.
In order to empty a grain bin there is a hole in the center of the bin’s
floor that the grain falls through – under the hole there is an auger (think
long horizontal corkscrew) that carries the grain from the center of the
bin to the outside where it will be loaded into a truck and hauled to
market. As the auger runs the grain is emptied from the bin similar to
sand in an hourglass.
In a perfect world all the grain will be seamlessly emptied from
the bin and the farmer can “run the sweep” to clean up the grain
that remains on the ﬂoor of the bin. But we don’t live in a perfect
world…
Every year has its own trials and in 2019 those struggles were only
amplified. You see, grain quality is a HUGE factor when it comes to
storing grain and 2019 was not a pretty year for grain quality. It was an
incredibly wet year from the start so farmers were delayed in getting
their crop planted.
When it was time to harvest we combined high moisture corn. It was
run through a grain dryer, dried down to the ideal moisture level and
moved into a grain bin through a center hole in the roof of the bin. As
the corn enters the bin and begins to build up the whole kernels will
trickle to the outer edges of the bin and the fines will stay put in the
center. These fines, if not removed soon enough, will begin to stick to
each other and form a column in the grain bin and when the grain is
removed all the whole kernels will go down through the hole in the floor
while the column remains standing.
This is why farmers “core” a bin – meaning they remove enough of
the corn from the bin right away in order to get these fines emptied out.
They also have large fans that blow air through the bins that prevent the
grain from molding.
If not enough grain is removed to fully core the bin, if grain gets put
in at too high of a moisture level, if air can’t fully pass through the grain
as it should lots of things can go wrong inside a grain bin. Molding,
clumping, crusting and columns forming are all examples of what can
happen when sub-quality grain is put in a bin, and when these things
happen a farmer needs to enter the bin to try and get things flowing.
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Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn
and soybeans as well as vegetables. He also
scouts fields for their seed agency. Brandon
and his wife reside in rural DeKalb.

The dangers of a grain bin are numerous
and the necessary precautions should always
be executed prior to entering one. A respirator
mask should be worn at all times inside the
grain bin as the air flow is minimal, the dust
is heavy and if the grain has started to mold at
all you don’t want to be inhaling those fungal
spores.
Next, a body harness and rope should
always be worn. If grain is taken out of the
bin and crusting has occurred, it’s likely that
there are pockets underneath the crust and
when you put your weight on that crust and
it busts free…that’s how people get buried
alive. A harness and a rope go a long ways in
making sure a person stays safe in a bin. Last,
but certainly not least, is a spotter. Someone
at the top of the grain bin looking in making
sure everything is going as it should and who
can react appropriately should something
happen.
Grain bin safety is a serious concern. There
have been many grain bin accidents in the
past year. A competent farmer will never enter
a grain bin unless he absolutely has to, and in
the case that he does he will need to take the
necessary precautions to ensure his safety. ■

What is ThaT?
As you drive by farms you may
see a cluster of grain bins. These
large, round silver-gray steel
structures are used to store grain,
like corn and soybeans. As you
glance at the grain bins you will
notice several other things.

paRTS OF a GRaIN BIN

A grain dryer is used to dry down the grain to an acceptable
moisture level so it won’t spoil in the bin. A grain leg is used to
lift grain from an in-ground grain pit up into the bins by way
of a bucket elevator. The grain is transferred to a bin through
a downspout. A smaller hopper bin holds grain temporarily.
Ladders, with safety cages, allow farmers access to the bins to
check grain. Fans are turned on as needed for air flow to keep
grain in good condition. ■

1. Platform
2. Grain leg with
bucket elevator
3. Down spouts
4. Grain dryer
5. Hopper bin
6. Cage around ladder
7. Power source
8. Fan

March 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Hydrangea

Viburnum ﬂower

Viburnum berries

Shrub damage 2019
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Barbara Lindholm, University of Illinois Extension, DeKalb County Master Gardener

Sensational shrubs for your garden
Between the worlds of large trees and smaller annuals and perennials, we
often overlook the beautiful and diverse family of shrubs. These plants are
capable of supplying seasonal garden interest from early spring all the way
through the winter months. Let’s take a look at some of the most popular
shrubs for your home landscape.
Forsythia heralds the arrival of the
spring season every year with its
bright, yellow blooms. This versatile
plant now comes in a variety of
sizes from 3’ to 10’ with multiple
uses for your landscape. To increase
flowering, plant it in full sun and
immediately following bloom,
remove at least one-third of the
branches to the ground. Can’t wait for
spring? Forsythia is the ideal plant for
forcing inside. Stems from the plant
can be picked and brought in during
January.
Lilacs remain one of the most
beloved of the flowering shrubs.
With color choices of white, pink,
lavender and purple and enhanced
by its famous fragrance, lilacs are
a great choice for spring. Lilacs of
the ‘Boomerang’ cultivar series will
now re-bloom intermittently in both
the summer and the fall. To maintain
lilacs, simply deadhead the blossoms
after blooming.
As we ease into summer, we
encounter one of Grandma’s favorite
shrubs that is still immensely
popular today. Spirea is a huge
family of shrubs. ‘Bridalwreath’ and

‘Vanhoutte’ produce the familiar
white, cascading variety. Minimum
pruning immediately after bloom will
produce new growth for next year’s
flowers.
Hydrangeas are considered to
be one of the major players for
summer gardens. The large, abundant
flowers make a dramatic statement.
Morning sun and afternoon shade are
recommended. Patience is the secret
to successful hydrangeas as they
may take a while to grow to their full
potential.
Though less known, viburnums are
a real asset to your home landscape.
Presenting in a variety of colors,
bloom shapes and sizes, they bloom
from early summer to fall producing
amazing flowers and interesting
berries for the birds. Deadhead spent
blossoms.
In the fall, we turn to foliage type
shrubs as they light up our gardens
with stunning autumn color. Shrubs
to consider for fall foliage include,
nine-bark, smoke bush, burning bush,
barberry and Virginia sweetspire.
Winter interest can be accomplished
by the use of red-twig dogwood and

Shrubs can be a great addition to your existing landscape… they will
reward you with years of sensational blooms, fall color and winter
interest.
Flower and shrub photos courtesy of Bob Lindholm

winterberry (holly) both of which
offer bright red displays for the winter
months.
In 2019, extremely low winter
temperatures and the spring late
snow events combined to cause
severe damage to some of our
shrubs especially burning bush and
boxwood. This spring we will need
to evaluate our shrubs to determine
is they have recovered or will need
to be replaced. Test your shrubs by
scratching a stem to see if green
tissue is present. Green means the
stem is alive, and brown/tan means
that the stem is dead. If replacement
is necessary, hopefully some of the
above mentioned shrubs will find a
new home in your landscape.
Shrubs can be a great addition to
your existing landscape. With careful
attention to the preferred location,
necessary growing conditions and
proper pruning techniques, these
shrubs will reward you with years
of sensational blooms, fall color and
winter interest. ■

Got a Gardening Question?
Submit your questions to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org. or call the University
of Illinois Extension Horticulture Help Desk
at 815-758-8194. The Desk is open for
questions from mid-April to mid-October
from 9 a.m. – Noon.
March 2020 CONNECTIONS
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As a 4th generation farmer, I have grown up around agriculture
my entire life. It is the only thing I’ve ever wanted to do!
My great-grandpa started farming in the early 1950s growing
corn and soybeans and building a beef cattle feedlot. Over
the years we have grown and expanded our farm with each
generation.
I now live on our family farm, along with my wife and twin
boys. Besides the feedlot cattle, we have added a cow-calf herd.

Q: Why are more beef calves born now than any other
time of the year?
A: The main reason we have calves born in the spring is that it

gives the calf the best chance to survive and thrive. The days are
getting longer and the temperatures are ideal for growing healthy,
weight-gaining calves.
The feed input costs are lower because the grass begins to grow
and is readily available to forage on versus fall calves that require
greater nutritional intake to get them through the winter climate.
Lastly for us, as with many other cow-calf herders, it fits in our
schedule better than having fall calves when we are too busy with
long days of harvesting crops to be able to oversee and assist with
birthing, if necessary, and other issues which may arise.
We breed the cows right after planting season in June to give
birth the following year, ideally in March and April, which is
right before planting season begins again. The calves then grow
(as the crops do, too) and are ready to be weaned and sold or
in our case moved to the feedlot or held back and grown for
breeding stock by the fall.

Q: How do you care for the newborn calves?
A: Calf care starts in the womb with good genetics and a good

nutritional program for the mothers. After approximately nine
months gestation, when calving day arrives, it is as exciting to a
cow-calf herder as Christmas morning is to a child!
First and foremost our goal is to make sure the calf is born
alive. The majority of mothers don’t have a problem calving, but
we are there to assist them if they do. This may require using
calf pulling chains or a calf jack to help get the calf out. Some
difficult instances include the calf is coming out backwards, the
calf has a leg in the wrong position, the calf is too large, or labor
is stalled.
Once the calf is born we make sure it gets up to nurse and has
the first milk, called colostrum, that helps them to build immunity
from diseases until their own immune system develops at one
to two months. After that we give them a dose of vitamins and a
vaccine to further boost their immune system and start them off
on a healthy path.
10
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Matt and Mandy Baenziger and their twin sons
Mason and Maverick raise beef cattle and grow corn
and soybeans on their family farm in rural Kingston.
Matt is a 4th generation farmer.

From there the mother cow takes over feeding
and growing them until we ween them in the fall. In
the meantime we oversee and make sure the calves
don’t get scours or pneumonia, which are two
common diseases that must be treated.
Summertime is our favorite time when we are
able to take daily Gator rides through the pasture as
a family to check on our herd and watch them grow.
A cow-calf herd takes a lot of hard work and effort
but is also very rewarding. As we say, farming is not
just a job but a way of life. ■
Matt Baenziger
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Managing Markets & Weather in 2020
Will this farm year be an
improvement over last year?

The 2019 crop year was
challenging to say the least. Weather
and markets were the two factors
that most impacted corn and soybean
production.
So what will the 2020 farm year be
like? Hear two experts discuss their
outlook on markets and weather at a
meeting cosponsored by the DeKalb
County Corn & Soybean Growers,
DeKalb County Farm Bureau,
AgriVisor and Nutrien.

The Market & Weather Outlook
meeting is planned for Tuesday,
March 24 at 6 p.m. at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Building.
Keynote speakers include: Joe
Camp with AgriVisor and Eric
Snodgrass with Nutrien.
Joe Camp is the manager of
AgriVisor, LLC, located in
Bloomington. In his role at AgriVisor,
he offers grain marketing advice
to producers in the Midwest and
provides hedge recommendations and
order execution as a licensed broker.
Joe is an analyst specializing in
grains and knowledgeable on matters

Joe Camp, AgriVisor, will
offer a grain market outlook
on March 24 at Farm Bureau.

influencing various financial markets.
He is a regular contributor to Illinois
Farm Bureau’s FarmWeek newspaper
and can be heard on the RFD Radio
Network.
Joe will offer a grain price outlook
and recommended marketing
strategies along with a discussion
on U.S. and global grain production,
trade, processing and feed usage
prospects for 2020. Hear AgriVisor’s
top tips for successful marketing
and learn about how Farm Bureau
members can benefit from resources
offered by AgriVisor.

Corn, soybean yields lower as expected

It’s not surprising that corn and soybean yields declined last year. It was
one of the most flustering crop years.
The USDA reported corn yielding an average of 189 bushels per acre
in DeKalb County, a downturn from the last three years of some of the
best corn crops. The yield drop was due to unseasonably wet weather and
delayed plantings. Most field corn was planted in June.
The county’s corn yield outpaced the state average by eight bushels.
The five-year average corn yield for DeKalb County is 196 bushels.
Soybeans averaged 56 bushels for the county in 2019 falling below the
five year average of 60 bushels. The county surpassed the state average by
two bushels.
In comparison, DeKalb County’s best crop yields were in 2016
averaging 216 bushels of corn and 68 bushels of soybeans. ■
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Eric Snodgrass, with Nutrien, will
analyze weather trends for local
farmers.

Eric Snodgrass is the principal
atmospheric scientist for Nutrien,
where he develops predictive,
analytical software to help agricultural
producers manage weather risk. Eric
was the director of undergraduate
studies for the Department of
Atmospheric Sciences at the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign for 13 years and now is
an adjunct assistant professor for the
department.
Eric will present: “A Moving
Target – Weather Risk and Production
Agriculture.” In his presentation he
will cover the valuable lessons learned
in the past growing season and discuss
weather patterns that lead to better or
reduced yields. Come prepared to learn
about important resources for weather
analysis and forecasting and a long
term look at the 2020 growing season.
The meeting begins at 6 p.m. with
dinner and continues with the program
at 7 p.m. It is open to all interested
farmers and agribusiness persons.
There is no charge to attend.
Reservations for the dinner meeting
can be made at the DeKalb County
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361, by
March 23.
During the meeting, the Corn &
Soybean Growers will conduct a brief
annual meeting for its members. ■

SILO -A film about grain entrapment
Friday, April 3, 2020
4 p.m. & 7 p.m. shows
(movie length 70 minutes)

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater
1350 W. Prairie Drive, Sycamore
Two seatings for dinner, 5:30 and 6:15 p.m. in the Farm Bureau Auditorium
Call DeKalb County Farm Bureau for reservations and indicate show times, 815-756-6361,
or register at: www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/silo.
Deadline to register - April 1
Recommended for those who may work around grain – farm families, agribusiness persons, and first responders.
No charge to attend. Reservations required.
Sponsors
A&P Grain Systems
Vern’s Farm Supply
Sukup Manufacturing Company
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
COUNTRY Financial® DeKalb County Agency
Conserv FS
CHS - Elburn
DeLong Co.
FS Grain
Maplehurst
Mullins Grain Co.

About the movie: Inspired by true events, SILO tells the story of
an 18-year-old who falls victim to a grain entrapment incident that
brings the community together in a small farm town. After the
movie, a guided conversation will address safety issues.
March 2020 CONNECTIONS
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Farm Safety
Camp for Kids

Farm Safety Camp
June 17

Jonamac Orchard, Malta
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Teaching rural children how to work
and play safely in the country is
what Farm Safety Camp is all about.
Farm Safety Camp is scheduled
for Wednesday, June 17 at Jonamac
Orchard in rural Malta from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.
The camp is open to rural children
ages 8 to 12 years.
Children will learn how to
recognize potential dangers present
in the country and around the
farm and develop respect for these
hazards in interactive sessions. The
sessions will focus on ATVs, animals,
bicycles, chemicals, electricity, farm
machinery, fire, first aid and rescue,
grain bin and grain wagons, hearing,
lawn mowers and garden tractors, and
semi-truck/trailer safety.
Qualified local experts will discuss
important messages at each of the 12
safety stations positioned outdoors
around the orchard.

To register for Farm Safety Camp
go to www.dekalbfarmbureau.org/
event/fsc or complete the form at
the Farm Bureau office.

New this year is added
emphasis on grain bin
safety. At the end of the
camp, Stateline Farm
Rescue will demonstrate
entrapment and rescue
procedures using their grain
bin simulator. Parents are
welcome to attend this
portion of the camp at
2:30 p.m.
Registration forms for
camp are now available at

New this year! Stateline Farm Rescue will demonstrate

entrapment and rescue procedures using their grain bin simulator.
Parents are welcome to attend this portion of the camp at 2:30 p.m.
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the DeKalb County Farm Bureau office,
or on the Farm Bureau website: www.
dekalbfarmbureau.org/event/fsc. Forms
are due into the Farm Bureau office by
Monday, June 1.
Registration fee is $10 per camper or
$20 per family. Fee includes a t-shirt,
lunch and materials.
Camp hosts are Mary Lynn, Jerry, Kevin
and Denice McArtor and Mike and Jenna
Spychal.
Farm Safety Camp is being sponsored
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau with
support from the COUNTRY Financial
DeKalb Agency, Conserv FS and ComEd
in cooperation with local businesses and
organizations.
For more information, contact the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau office, 815756-6361. ■

scholarships

Scholarships for college students
Farm Bureau Foundation will award up to 22 scholarships.
College students, here’s your chance to apply for
scholarships to help with the cost of your college
education. Seven different scholarships are available to
students of Farm Bureau member families through the

For college sophomores, juniors & seniors
Ag Discipline Scholarships – These ag scholarships are
available to college students in agriculture-related degree
programs. Up to four scholarships valued at $1,200 each
will be awarded to college sophomores, juniors and
seniors with aspirations of an agricultural career. The Ag
Discipline scholarships have been awarded annually by
Farm Bureau since 1989.
Bob & Norma Wildenradt
Ag Scholarship – Bob
and Norma Wildenradt
established this scholarship
in 2020 to benefit a
student majoring in an
ag-related field of study
in pursuit of a future
career in agriculture. The
Wildenradts of Sycamore
have a real affinity for
agriculture and passion for assisting young people. One,
$2,000 scholarship will be awarded to a student in their
sophomore, junior or senior year enrolled at a college in
the state of Illinois.
DeKalb Ag Scholarship – The DeKalb Ag Scholarship
was developed in 2020 to pay tribute to the DeKalb
Ag company which originated in DeKalb, Illinois.
Initial donations to this scholarship were provided by
the DeKalb Ag Alumni Association and its members
to carry on the ag company’s namesake. This $1,200
scholarship is for college students in their sophomore,
junior or senior year with an agriculture-related degree
and eventually a career in agriculture.

For medical students
Medical Scholarships – The Medical Scholarship
program, started in 1975, assists students with their
medical degrees. Funds for these scholarships were
derived from a trust fund of the DeKalb County
Producers Supply Company, an affiliated Farm Bureau
company which used to provide vaccines and livestock

Farm Bureau Foundation.
Beginning April 1, students may apply online at: www.
PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. Deadline to apply is
June 12.

For college juniors & seniors
Arden & Dorothy Baie
Scholarships – These
scholarships were established in
memory of Arden and Dorothy
Baie of Waterman by their
daughters in 2015. The Baie farm
couple were avid supporters of
agriculture and education. The
Baie Scholarship is available to
college juniors and seniors pursuing any field of study.
Two, $1,200 scholarships will be awarded to deserving
students.
Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship –
The Olson family created this
scholarship in 2019 in memory of
their father, Orville A. Olson, a
lifelong Cortland farmer. Orville’s
legacy continues with this endowed
scholarship earmarked for a
deserving agricultural student. One
$1,200 scholarship will be awarded
to a college junior or senior
majoring in an agriculture-related degree and seeking a
career in a field of agriculture.
Robert Morley Science Scholarships – A former DeKalb
science teacher, Robert Morley gifted the Farm Bureau
Foundation with a generous endowment for scholarships
upon his passing. The first science-related scholarships
were awarded in 2007. Multiple scholarships of $1,200
each are awarded annually to juniors and seniors in college
majoring in a field of science.

supplies for farmers in the 1930s-1960s. The scholarships
are available to students studying to become physicians,
optometrists, nurses, dentists and other medical
professions. A student must currently be in medical school
or accepted to medical school or in a four-year nursing
program. Two, $2,000 scholarships will be awarded
annually. ■
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Giving Back
Bob and Norma Wildenradt are doing it again –
giving back to their rural community.
“It’s important to do – to make
the community better,” say the
Wildenradts.
Recently Bob and Norma
Wildenradt endowed a gift to the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation earmarked for an
agricultural scholarship.
“We count our blessings daily and
feel fortunate we can help others,”
said Norma. “We especially want to
help college students who are looking
at a career in agriculture.”
The Wildenradts have a genuine
desire to support young people
who are interested in the future of
agriculture. “We need to do all we
can to keep agriculture strong,” they
said.
Bob and Norma have a real affinity
for agriculture with their farm family
roots and connectivity to the rural
community of Sycamore.
Norma has many fond memories
of her farm family upbringing. In her

younger years she
helped on the family
farm in DeKalb,
detasseled corn,
and then worked
for DeKalb Ag.
Norma was also
part of the singing
Sanderson Sisters,
a family quartet
which entertained at
various community
events and also
performed at the
“We need to do all we can to keep agriculture strong.”
WLS Barn Dance.
Bob was the
Bob and Norma Wildenradt
third generation
Bob has served on 10 different
to be involved in the family-owned
boards including being president of
construction business, Wildenradt
the Kishwaukee College Foundation
Construction. He grew up a city boy
and the DeKalb County Board of
and carpenter, he explains. Then he
Realtors. His community service
joined the Air Force, married Norma,
hasn’t gone unnoticed as he is one of
and went to the University of Illinois
Sycamore’s honored recipients of the
in Urbana-Champaign to earn an
Clifford Danielson award.
engineering degree.
The retired couple reflects on their
The Wildenradts returned to
lives and their 67 years of marriage.
Sycamore where Bob
“We’ve been blessed with good
was involved in his
health and a wonderful family,” said
construction business
Norma. They have three children
and with his crew built
– Sandra Plescia of Sycamore;
several structures in the
Sharon Henke of Lodi, Wis.; and
local vicinity. Additionally,
Roger Wildenradt of Houston, Tex.–
he was on the ground
seven grandchildren and 13 greatfloor of starting up some
grandchildren.
manufacturing companies.
Both Bob and Norma have a good
Bob also ventured into real
sense of humor, which keeps each
estate, owning a real estate
other smiling. They reminisce about
company for 30 years.
their travels and their many interests.
When the Wildenradts
For Bob, he still enjoys constructing
sold some of their business
things, flying his Piper Cherokee
properties they converted
plane, and relishing his collections of
their equity into farmland.
horse-drawn carriages and wooden
Through the years Bob
Norma Sanderson Wildenradt has fond memories of
sleighs. For Norma, she likes music,
and Norma have been
her rural youth when she and her sisters would sing at
quilting and delights in the “little
staunch supporters of their
various events. Known then as the Sanderson Sisters
ones” in her family.
community
giving
of
their
they included: (front row, from left) LuAnn, Norma,
The Wildenradts recall their humble
time
and
talents
to
several
Donna and (back) Wilma in 1939. The quartet also
beginnings and don’t lose sight of
organizations.
sang at the WLS Barn Dance in Chicago.
“the good life” they have lived. ►
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about the Bob & Norma Wildenradt ag Scholarship
The Bob and Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship will benefit a college
student majoring in an agricultural field of study and interested in an
agricultural career.
One, $2,000 scholarship will be awarded annually to a deserving
student in their sophomore, junior or senior year of college.
Students applying for this scholarship must be enrolled in a
community college or university in the state of Illinois.
Similar to other Farm Bureau Foundation scholarships, applicant’s
parent/guardian must be a Farm Bureau member in good standing for at
least two years.
The Bob & Norma Wildenradt Ag Scholarship application can be
completed online at: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. Deadline
to apply is June 12. ■

Bob and Norma Wildenradt
appreciate the rural landscape.
They are shown here at their
Windmill Farm in rural Sycamore.
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Gone in Seconds

Grain bin tragedy leaves scars
Grain entrapment is on the rise across the Midwest
and it hit close to home when a DeKalb County
farmer tragically lost his life in his grain bin.

Genoa farmer Leon Madey
lost his life in his grain bin
on May 5, 2014.

18
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Flowing grain is like quicksand. In four seconds you can
be knee-deep in grain. Total grain engulfment takes a mere
20 seconds.

Genoa farmer
engulfed in grain
It was a beautiful spring day
and in farm country farmers were
planting corn. On this particular
day, May 5, 2014, Leon Madey
decided to haul some of his binstored corn from his Genoa farm to
the nearby grain elevator.
At noon, Leon and his son, Mark,
began unloading the first load of
corn from the 25,000 bushel bin
into their semi-truck. The truck
was almost full when they realized
the grain wasn’t flowing well and
figured there were some parts of the
bin that were plugged by clumps of
grain. Leon knew there were plugs
because he had been in the bin the
day before.
Meanwhile, Mark finished filling
the truck and turned off the grain
auger. He looked for his dad but

couldn’t find him. His next thought
was that his dad had gone into the bin
to break up the plugs of grain.
Mark immediately called 9-1-1,
then called his twin brother Matt who
in turn called his mother, Dorothy.
Both Matt and Dorothy were on
their way to work, but quickly
turned around to come back home.
Mark grabbed a shovel and rope,
and climbed up the bin to rescue his
father. He instinctively knew time
was of the essence.
“I thought to myself he couldn’t
have been that far down in the grain,”
explained Mark, who entered the bin
and was tied off while his brother
Matt was spotting him. “I just kept
shoveling and digging to try and find
him.”
Several fire departments and rescue
teams responded to the emergency
call and wasted no time getting to the
farm located on Genoa Road.

Rescue workers from fire departments, plus family, neighbors, friends and agribusinessmen all
helped remove grain from the bin in the recovery of Leon Madey.
Photo courtesy of the Daily Chronicle

“His farmer friends still think about
the accident and now say they will
never go in a bin and put themselves
in that situation.” Dorothy Madey
“I told my son, he promised me
he wouldn’t go in the grain bin,”
said an emotional Dorothy. Leon
had gone into the bin the day before
and Dorothy sternly told him, “You
can’t do that. You have to promise
me you won’t go in there again.”
But he did. After all, he had been
handling grain his entire farm life.
Farmers have been inside their bins
enough times to have a false sense
of security.
As a farmer, Mark recognizes
that “it’s a necessary thing to move
grain.” “Unfortunately, Dad didn’t
have the proper tools to do the job.”
Hundreds of emergency crew
members, neighbors and farmers
helped in the grain rescue with
manpower and equipment. The fire
department cut holes in the sides of
the bin to allow the grain to escape,
which required moving grain by
hand, with tractors and trucks.
Leon’s body was recovered after
four hours. ►
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continued

Hard lessons learned & awareness created
Losing a farmer to grain entrapment is a travesty.
Other farmers who assisted in the recovery of Leon Mathey
learned a hard lesson at the sake of losing a good friend.
“He knew better,” said Dorothy. “His farmer friends still think
about the accident and now say they will never go in a bin and
put themselves in that situation.”
Why did the accident happen? Mark explains that in 2014
there were some of the same grain quality issues that farmers
are facing this year. “Plugs of grain, holes, crusting, cones and
soft spots. If you are in the bin with these conditions, there’s no
telling what can happen.”
“Once a ledge of grain breaks, it’s a funnel-like effect; picture
an inverted pyramid. Moving corn is like quicksand and it
sucks you in.” It was heart-wrenching for Mark that his dad was
recovered standing straight up ten feet from the bottom of the
bin floor. He had suffocated in grain.
“Everyone who was there will never forget it. They learned a
life lesson witnessing the death of a friend,” said Dorothy.
Dorothy and Leon were high school sweethearts and had
been married 51 years. They had a special 50th Anniversary
celebration the year prior. Dorothy farmed alongside Leon until
their sons were old enough to farm. Later, Dorothy became a
realtor and helped on the farm as needed.
Dorothy and Mark share their story of losing their husband and
father to create heightened awareness of grain bin entrapment,
reminding farmers “to be more careful and stay out of grain bins.”

It took four hours of moving grain to recover Leon Madey from
his grain bin. Hundreds of people were involved in the rescue.
Photo courtesy of the Daily Chronicle

“We hope to raise awareness that others
will pay closer attention and be safe
while farming. And use proper equipment
(harness, rope, spotter) if they absolutely
need to go into a bin,” said Mark.
Six years ago this grain accident took the
life of Leon “Lee” Madey, 72. He was a
husband, a father of four adult children and
six grandchildren.
“What hurts your heart is he loved
farming,” said Dorothy. “It’s unfortunate
we lost him this way.”
When Dorothy hears of other grain
bin deaths she prays for the family and
heartache they are facing. She lived it.
“There’s nothing anyone can say. It’s a
terrible loss.” ►

Dorothy Madey glances at pictures and newspaper clippings from the tragic
grain bin death of her husband. “What hurts your heart is he loved farming.
It’s unfortunate we lost him this way,” said Dorothy.
20
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(Opposite) Dorothy and Mark Madey are reminded
daily of the grain bin accident that took the life of
their husband and father six years ago.

“We hope to raise awareness that
others will pay closer attention
and be safe while farming. And
use proper equipment (harness,
rope, spotter) if they absolutely
need to go into a bin.” Mark Madey ■
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Dave altepeter: Stay out of grain bins
“The crop that’s in the bin is
a perfect setup for accidents,”
says Dave Altepeter.
“Last year’s crop was not mature
and there were fines in the corn.
Because of the fines, there’s a chance
the grain can go out of condition,” he
said.
Dave Altepeter has nearly 40 years
of experience specializing in grain
bins. An integral part of his business
of constructing the steel storage
structures focuses on safety.
The A & P Grain Systems president
tells farmers to “stay out of the bins”
when filled with grain as he discusses
bin construction and maintenance.
He hands out safety information and
talks about the dangers with each
contract.
Dave also urges customers to call
him if they have problems with their
bins and grain handling equipment.
This year with the poor quality of
grain being stored in bins, farmers
were having trouble unloading grain
due to blockages.
As a resolve, Dave’s Maple Park
based company has loan-out augers
for farmers to borrow to help with the
grain flow.
With the temporary auger, they cut
a hole above the bin floor and push a
tube in the side of the bin wall. Then
they insert a flight and a drivehead
into the tube. This allows a farmer
to unload from a different spot in the
bin and avoid pluggage. This method
prevents farmers and their employees
from having to step foot in their grain
bin while unloading grain.
Grain bin manufacturing companies
are incorporating more safety features
into new bin construction. The Sukup

This year Dave Altepeter is loaning out augers (like this one) for farmers to borrow
to help with grain flow, based on the poor condition of grain in storage. This method
prevents farmers from having to step foot in their grain bin while unloading grain.

Manufacturing Company is a leader
in safety, explains Melissa AltepeterBrady, secretary-treasurer of the
family business. A & P and their
other company Vern’s Farm Supply,
construct Sukup grain bins.
One of the newest safety features
is a pulley-restraint anchor which is
mounted inside the bin near the peak
of the roof. The pulley is intended to
be used for safety harness attachment
and rescue.
Another relatively new feature is
a CO2 sensor in the roof of the grain
bin. The sensor will read CO2 levels
in the bin and then alert farmers that
grain may be going out of condition.

“Companies are manufacturing
more safety features, but we still
have a ways to go with safety in the
agricultural industry,” said Dave. ■

No amount of grain is worth losing a life.
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Rescue tubes used in grain entrapments
Serving all of DeKalb County,
the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System
(MABAS) Division 6 Technical
Rescue Team is equipped with grain
rescue tubes and has used them in
rescues and recoveries.
“We’ve been involved in grain bin
rescues and recoveries in Genoa,
Mendota, Utica and Steward,”
said Todd Stoffa, technical rescue
coordinator and a captain of the
DeKalb Fire Department.

“Shut the auger off. Don’t go in a
grain bin without the proper gear.
Make sure you are tethered. And
have someone with to assist.”
Todd Stoffa

Stoffa says rescue team members
are trained regularly on using
the steel and polymer tubes. The
technical rescue team consists of 20
members from DeKalb and Sycamore
Fire Departments.
They also work with other local
fire departments who may need their
assistance even though some of the

Some of the Technical Rescue Team members who have assisted with grain bin rescues
are (from left) Captain Todd Stoffa, Jason Pavlak and Christian Dagenais, all with the
DeKalb Fire Department. They are shown with a newer steel grain rescue tube.

rural fire departments have their own
grain rescue tubes.
The technical rescue team has
trained for grain bin rescues at local
farms and area grain elevators.

Stoffa’s advice for farmers is: “Shut
the auger off. Don’t go in a grain bin
without the proper gear. Make sure
you are tethered. And have someone
with to assist.” ■

lockout Tagout part of grain bin safety
Safeguard against running augers
Lockout Tagout (LOTO) is a safety
practice that protects farm employees
from moving parts in grain bins.
A padlock and a danger tag
prevent uncontrolled electricity
from machines or equipment. When
potentially hazardous equipment is
identified for maintenance, it should
be placed on LOTO which includes
adding a visual lock and tag to the
energy isolation points.
The lock and tag not only create
a barrier to prohibit usage, but also
create awareness to employees so
they know not to use or go near the
machinery or equipment on LOTO.

LOTO is a safety practice
that helps to provide protection
to employees. Equipment and
machinery identified for LOTO are
capable of unexpected start-ups
which may result in the harmful
release of hazardous energy.
The lock and tag are crucial to
farmers and farm employee safety.
When it comes to the maintenance
of equipment on LOTO only
specifically identified employees
such as electricians with proper
maintenance training and technical
backgrounds are suitable to approach
and provide possible servicing.

Tag Out Kits available
at Farm Bureau

Stop by the Farm Bureau office
and ask for a free tag out kit. The
danger tags have been provided by
the Illinois Farm Bureau. Farmers are
urged to use the tags before entry into
a grain bin, before repairs or servicing
grain bin equipment. ■
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pRIME TIMERS

a Tribute to George & Barbara Bush
Barbara Rinella presents “A Tribute
to George & Barbara Bush” for Farm
Bureau Prime Timers on Monday,
April 6 at 1 p.m.
Rinella brings the story of the
presidential Bush couple to life in this
dramatization based on books written
by the Bush’s grandchildren: “George
and Barbara Bush, A Great American
Love Story” by Ellie LeBlond Sosa
and Kelly Anne Chase and “Sisters

Karl Knutson
entertains
Male vocalist Karl Knutson
will entertain Prime Timers on
Monday, May 4 at the Farm
Bureau.
Karl will sing a variety of
classical music for seniors.
He entertains audiences in the
Chicagoland area as a vocalist
and also as a disc jockey.
Prime Timers may register
for the May luncheon and
program at the Farm Bureau
office. Lunch fee is $7, payable
at least one week in advance.
Lunch is served at noon in the
auditorium followed by the
program at 1 p.m. in the theater.
Prime Timers is open to
members 55+ years. ■
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First, Stories from Our Wild
and Wonderful Life” by Jenna
Bush Hager and Barbara
Pierce Bush.
Rinella first dramatized
the book “Barbara Bush:
A Memoir” in 1994 and
was thanked personally by
Barbara, the author. So Rinella
couldn’t resist the opportunity
to create this program to give
special tribute to the Bushes,
true American heroes, while
bringing literature to life.
Rinella has a unique
business giving one woman
shows dramatizing current
literature. She calls her
witty, first person renditions
“academic entertainment.”
Barbara Rinella brings literature to life by paying
Previously she was a teacher,
tribute to the Bushes on April 6 at Farm Bureau.
editor and researcher.
Farm Bureau members are welcome
lunch will be held at 12-Noon in the
to attend this entertaining program in
auditorium. Lunch fee is $7, payable
the Farm Bureau Theater. Prior to the
by March 31 at the Farm Bureau
program, the monthly Prime Timers
office. ■

See “a Mighty Fortress” at The Fireside
Don’t miss this special showing of another Church Basement Ladies!
Farm Bureau is headed to The Fireside in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin to see
“A Mighty Fortress” on Thursday, May 14.
In this installment of Church Basement Ladies it’s 1960 and a reformation
is underway. Through it all, Beverly, Mrs. Snustad, Mavis, Karin and Pastor
are “bulwarks never failing” standing strong in their faith and friendships with
crazy antics, great songs, and more lessons reluctantly learned.
Farm Bureau has reserved seats on the main floor of the theater. Before the
show, Farm Bureau members will enjoy Fireside’s spectacular lunch in the
dining room.
Cost of this day trip is $100 for members,
$110 for guests.
To register call the Farm Bureau office, 815756-6361, for reservations with a credit card
or stop by and pay with a personal check.
On May 14, the motorcoach will depart
from Farm Bureau at 9 a.m. and return by 6
p.m.
This trip is being sponsored by the
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Prime Timers
Committee. ■

TRIpS

amish Country Traditions tour
See Indiana and Ohio Amish country
in a spring tour, May 19-23.
This tour with DeKalb County
Farm Bureau and American Classic
Tours will feature Amish cheese,
bakery, noodles, jams and jellies,
quilts, furniture and more.
Begin in Indiana for the famous
Shipshewana Flea Market followed
by lodging, dinner and show at the
charming Blue Gate Inn. Next arrive
amidst the hills and valleys of scenic
Holmes County, Ohio – one of the
largest Amish communities in the
world. Relax at the Victorian-themed
Carlisle Village Inn for a comfortable
two-night stay in Walnut Creek, Ohio.
Ride in an Amish buggy on Yoder’s
100-acre farm. Close the day with an
evening show at Ohio Star Theater.

Step back in time at Sauder Village
with a night’s stay at Heritage Inn.
En route home, stop at Das
Dutchman Essenhaus of Middlebury,
Indiana for a delicious lunch followed
by a show at the Heritage Theater.
For a more detailed itinerary and to
register visit the Farm Bureau office.
Cost is $1,498 per person double
occupancy, $1,729 single occupancy.
Cost includes four night’s hotel
accommodations, nine meals,
attractions, tours, luggage handling,
taxes and gratuities, motor coach, and
a professional tour director. A deposit
of $600 is due with reservation.
Members will be picked up
and returned to DeKalb County
Farm Bureau via motor coach
transportation. Deadline to register
for this tour is March 31. ■

Rocky Coast of Maine Trip
Consider a fall trip to the beautiful state of Maine
with DeKalb County Farm Bureau and American
Classic Tours, Oct. 13-19.

Deadline to register for the Amish Tour is
March 31.

2020
Farm Bureau Trips
May 14

“A Mighty Fortress”
The Fireside Theater
Ft. Atkinson, Wis.

May 19-23

Amish Trip
Shipshewana, Indiana
& Ohio Amish country

Aug. 9

Cubs vs. Brewers game
Miller Park, Milwaukee, Wis.

Sept. 2

“Savannah Sipping Society”
Circa 21 dinner theater, Rock Island

Oct. 8

Registration opens April 1 for
the Rocky Coast of Maine tour.

“Forever Plaid”
Drury Lane Theater, Oakbrook

Oct. 13-19

Rocky Coast of Maine Trip

Along the rocky Atlantic coast from Portland to Bar Harbor are
charming New England scenes of seaside villages, lighthouses and lobster
fisherman. This guided tour is a must for fall foliage and the rocky Coast
of Maine sites and tours.
For a detailed itinerary, pricing and registration inquire at the Farm
Bureau office. ■

Nov. 16-19

Branson, MO Trip

Dec. 9

“Holiday Inn”
The Fireside Theater
Ft. Atkinson, Wis.
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aG lITERaCY

Cultivating
Classrooms
In February, over 2,793 first through fourth grade
students experienced agriculture within their own
classrooms as part of the Agriculture in the Classroom
(AITC) presentations. Thanks to nearly 100 volunteers
from throughout DeKalb County, these students learned
about seeds, cows, Illinois agriculture, and more!
AITC offers different agriculture lessons specifically
created for each grade level. Local agriculture
professionals, farmers, and FFA members taught students
four lessons prepared and provided by DeKalb County
Farm Bureau Ag Literacy in 129 classrooms.

First Grade

More Than a Seed
Students learned about the uses of corn and soybeans
then planted their own seeds to grow in their
classrooms.
Malta Elementary – 1st Grade: (Above) A student runs his

finger through the vermiculite used to plant corn and soybean
seeds. (Below) Students proudly show their planted seeds. (Left)
Tom Plote indicates where the seeds will start to show roots as
they germinate. ►
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Second Grade

From Cow to Ice Cream
Ice cream was on everyone’s mind as students learned
about dairy farming then made their own ice cream.

St. Mary’s, Sycamore – 2nd Grade: (Left) Students attempt to
sequence posters that show the steps of milk production on a dairy
farm. (Above) Allie Clark helps students combine the ingredients
needed to make ice cream for the class.

Third Grade

It’s an Earful
Students learned about the many different types of corn,
dissected kernels, and determined which products are
made using corn.

Hiawatha Elementary, Kirkland – 3rd Grade: (Above) Girls
place corn kernel stickers on products they think use field
corn. (Right) Chase Akers with Hiawatha FFA explains the
process of corn production. ►
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Fourth Grade

Mapping Illinois agriculture
Products from Illinois agriculture like pumpkins and pork
were identified, discussed, then located on a map using
coordinates.

St. Mary, DeKalb – 4th Grade: (Left) Kristen Walter helps a

student locate coordinates on an Illinois map. (Above) A student
places a photo on the map to show the class where that Illinois
agricultural product was produced.

We couldn’t have done it without you!

Thank You!

Ag in the Classroom presentations would not be possible without the dedication of our generous volunteers.
Many thanks to the people who made this year’s presentations happen:
Ken Beever
Steve Bemis
Meredith Bend
Katie & Kevin Betz
Darin Butler
Pam Bybee
Allie Clark
Susan Deihs
Brian Deverell
Colby Dohrman
Amanda Erlenbach
Roger Faivre
Angie Finnestad-Dickman
Ashley Finney
Amanda Forrest
Steve Franklin
John & Linda Frieders
Larry Griebenow
Drew Hallman
28
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Ashley & Dan Hartmann
Makenna Henderson
Chuck Kessler
Eric Lawler
Jerry Lundeen
Tanya Mangalam
Dave Maroo
Brian Miller
Lane Nellinger
Tom & Nancy Plote
Becky Pritchard
Evan Quinn
Kirsten Rodeghero
Melissa Ryen-Bouma
Angie Shippert
Lindsey Steele
Kathy Stice
Tyler Studebaker
Justin Wassmann

Matt Wassmann
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Joy Walter
Rachel Welch
Lisa Wills
Becca Yerkovich
DeKalb FFA
Jade Ansteth
Zach Barclay
Maddie Clark
Chase Johnson
Brian Roach
Grace Taylor
Genoa-Kingston FFA
Owen Bohne
Bailey Botterman
Brooklyn Botterman
Bryce Boylen

Cassie Campbell
Brody Engel
Mackenzie Engel
Hayley Foss
Delaney Hemann
Megan Johnson
Emma Lin
Austin Peters
Charlise Peterson
Emily Tetzloff
Taylor Rhoads
Hunter Swanson
Cassie Winters
Ashley Zuke
Hiawatha FFA
Chase Akers
Kaylee Akers
Brianna Block
Chloe Block

Grace Bolin
Dani Brenner
Lars Carlson
Alivia Cooper
Robbie Emmons
Jeslyn Grant
Carter Lee
Ash Taft
Sycamore FFA
Jared Clausen
Allie Drake
Molly Griffey
Jacob Hove
Cheyanne Judd
Kara Poynter
Fisher Ratliff
Sarah Ward
Myranda Wilbur ■
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom
Teaching:

Ms. Vida Martin

School: Sandwich High School
Position: School Counselor
Number of years as a counselor: 14
Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection: I got involved with the Kane County Farm
Bureau as a school counselor to learn more about agriculture-related careers. Then I
found a way to connect with DeKalb County Farm Bureau so I could bring agriculture to
Sandwich High School. I have since participated in the Summer Ag Institute and I am
the Ag Ambassador for Sandwich High School.
What do you enjoy most about working in schools? I definitely enjoy the students and
trying to connect them to post-secondary opportunities.
What is something unique that you do as a counselor? I use a “What’s in Your Cart?”
approach to helping students find their best fit for life after high school. To achieve
this goal I recruit business and college partners to come to Sandwich High School to
expose all students to ALL opportunities for life after high school.
Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? I think it’s
important to know where our food comes from so we can understand the work it takes
to get food from farm to table. Additionally, it’s important to understand how complex
the regulations are that govern the farming industry.
Words of advice to graduates? Be brave, be strong, be you. Hard work pays off.
Surround yourself with positive people.

Personal:
Hometown: Gasport, New York
Family: My daughter Marie is a Wildlife
Biologist for the University of Portland in
Oregon. The rest of my immediate family is
spread out over the United States.
College/Degree(s): Central University of Iowa,
Bachelor of Arts; National Lewis University,
Masters of Science in Human Services/
Counseling; and I am currently a Welding
Technology/ Machine Tool Technology student
at Waubonsee Community College.
What did you want to be when you grew up?
A ballerina, fashion designer, baker, interpreter,
and school counselor

Favorites:
Quote: “Success is not final, failure is not
fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.”
Winston Churchill
Hobbies: Metal working, gardening, cooking
Music: Adele, Linkin Park, Muse, Nathanial
Rateliff, Night Sweats
Sports team: Buffalo Sabres
Movies: “Waking Ned Devine,” “Invictus,” “Elf”
Travel destination: Anywhere my family is! ■
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Strike a Pose
By Grace Gehrke
Photography has always been a hobby for
Grace Gehrke. She loves taking photos of
animals on her family’s beef farm in DeKalb.
This winter, Grace opened a gate to take a
picture of her Belted Galloway cattle and as
they approached her they formed a single file
line. “I guess my cows are just photogenic,”
exclaimed Grace.

Capture the Country Photo Contest
• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything
that represents country life.
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Enter our 2020 Capture the Country Photo Contest for a chance
to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.
• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@dekalbfarmbureau.org with a
brief description of the photo’s location and the city you are from.
• Each month a winning photo will be chosen and published in
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

COUNTRY
Provided by COUNTRY Financial®

Five Reasons to talk with your insurance rep
The only thing that is certain about life is that there will be
changes.
This could mean changes to your family situation, or changes
in lifestyle, which are good times to talk with your insurance
representative about your priorities and coverages. The good
news is your insurance representative is there to help you protect
the people and the things you love.
Here are five reasons you may want to give your rep a call:
1. You’re looking for ways to save money
Consider checking in with your insurance agent or financial
representative if you are looking for ways to save on your insurance rates. Your
representative can talk with you about options such as raising your deductible
to save some money, or looking to see if you qualify for new savings options or
discounts.
2. Reexamining your policy when it is up for renewal
Don’t just automatically send a check to your insurance company, take a little
time to evaluate your personal situation since the last time you checked on your
policy. Review your information, and check in on your coverage periodically to
ensure you’re getting the best coverage.
3. Major lifestyle changes
Did you go through a major life change recently, such as getting married,
having a baby or going through a divorce? All of these are reasons to talk with
your rep. Depending on what kind of insurance you have, lifestyle changes can
affect your insurance rates. Also reach out when your kids have changes, such
as reaching driving age, going to college, or if an adult child moves back home.
4. Buying or getting new things
If you’ve received gifts – such as jewelry, or you’ve bought anything new
for your home including TV’s, computers or even artwork – let your agent or
financial representative know so you can discuss proper coverages for those
items.

5. Quality of life and property
improvements
Making personal life changes to
improve your health, such as quitting
smoking, may affect your coverage.
Reach out to your rep if you’ve made
home or property improvements such
as expanding your home, or enclosing
a porch. Tell your agent or financial
representative if you’ve installed a
fire/burglar alarm system or upgraded
your heating, plumbing or electrical
system. Similarly, if you have
upgraded or changed your vehicle,
you will want to review any policies
associated. Keep receipts and records
of purchases in case you need to
share these with your representative.
For more information, visit www.
countryfinancial.com/simplesteps. ■
By Matt Reed, Financial
Representative, COUNTRY Financial

www.countryfinancial.com
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A glimpse of local history

Remembering Freeland
Freeland, Illinois, also known as Freeland Corners,
was located along Chicago Road between Somonauk
and West Sandwich Roads in Somonauk Township.
The origin of the name Freeland is uncertain. One
opinion is that when the first pioneers came to this
area in the 1830s, they took possession of the land by
squatters’ rights. Thus, the land was free until they
could later buy it from the government in the 1840s.
In 1832, Captain Joe Naper was instructed by the
United States Government to lay out a road from
Chicago to the lead mines in Galena. This was first
called Galena Road; now we know it as Chicago Road.
It was the first official road in DeKalb County.
Reuben Root moved to the Freeland area about 1836.
In 1837, Reuben received a commission as postmaster
and a post office was opened in his log cabin home.
It was called Somonauk Post Office. The name was
changed to Freeland on December 26, 1855, with

Freeland School opened in 1854 on Chicago Road north of Somonauk.
A new school building was built in 1925 and was used until 1951.The
building is now a private residence.

Thaddeus Carpenter as Postmaster. The Freeland post office
was closed on March 23, 1886.
Adrian McCoy deeded one-half acre of land in Section 2
of Somonauk Township to the Trustee of Freeland School in
1854. A schoolhouse was built on the north side of Chicago
Road and classes began in the one-room school that fall. A new
school building was built in 1925 with the school closing in
1951. The school building and property were sold; it is now a
private residence.
Early businesses in the Freeland area consisted of a
blacksmith’s shop,
general store, and
a cheese factory. A
Presbyterian church was
organized in 1851 and
moved to Sandwich in
1856.
Today there are three
houses at Freeland.
Freeland never became
a village; it was simply
one of the small
communities of the
county. After the railroad
came to Somonauk and
Sandwich in 1853, those
towns rapidly grew and
Freeland began to fade
away. ■

Pictured are pupils in Freeland School District 144, 1946-1947. The one-room country school teacher is
Shirley Phillips.
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Information provided by
the Joiner History Room,
DeKalb County Archives

leeson Gord elected to Farm Bureau Board
Leeson Gord, a 7th generation
farmer from Sandwich, was newly
elected to the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Board of Directors. He was
seated at the annual meeting of the
organization held Feb. 24.
“It’s important to be involved and
be willing to serve,” said Leeson. “I
hope to be an advocate for farmers
and align with Farm Bureau as our
voice for agriculture.” He is one of
17 farmer directors serving on the
board.
Leeson, 36, farms with his father,
James, growing corn and soybeans
from Sandwich to Leland.
He is a graduate of Iowa State
University where he earned a double
major in agronomy/agricultural
studies and international agriculture.
Leeson also is a graduate of Farm
Bureau’s Ag Leaders of Tomorrow
(ALOT) program.

Corn & Soybean
Growers Scholarship
The DeKalb County Corn and
Soybean Growers are offering a
college scholarship for students
with an agricultural major.
The $1,000 scholarship is
available to local students who
are seniors in high school or
currently in college and whose
parents/guardians are members of
the Corn or Soybean Association.
To request the scholarship
application contact Phil
Montgomery, Corn and Soybean
Growers president, 815-7517560, philbilly82@gmail.com or
the Farm Bureau office, 815-7566361. The completed application
should be delivered to the Farm
Bureau office.
The deadline for applications
is Friday, May 1. ■

“It’s important to be
involved and be willing
to serve. I hope to
be an advocate for
farmers and align with
Farm Bureau as our
voice for agriculture.”
Leeson Gord

The young farmer
serves as a drainage
commissioner for Victor
and Adams Drainage
Districts.
Retiring from the Farm
(Above) Farm Bureau
Bureau Board is Wes
President Mark Tuttle (left)
Anderson, Waterman
welcomes Leeson Gord
grain and livestock
as a new board member.
farmer. Wes served on
the board of directors for 20 years.
“We appreciate the commitment that Wes made as
a director for the last two decades,” said Mark Tuttle,
Farm Bureau president. “And we look forward to
having Leeson on the Farm Bureau Board.”
Mark provided a summation of the Farm Bureau
year at the annual meeting. “We’re in good hands and
our organization is strong.”
He lauded the county’s accomplishments in 2019,
in particular being an “information outlet” for farmers
who had a troublesome crop year – through meetings,
the monthly magazine, media, and social media. ■

Wes Anderson retired
from the Farm Bureau
Board after 20 years of
service.

Grants offered to ag entrepreneurs
The Wayne Wackerlin Memorial Fund will be awarding a grant totaling
$10,000 to a young agricultural entrepreneur who embodies a strong work ethic
and a love for farming.
The purpose of the fund is to award yearly grants to entrepreneurs needing
capital to fund their dreams.
The Wayne Wackerlin Memorial Fund was established by his siblings to
continue Wayne’s love for agriculture and his entrepreneurial spirit.
On Oct. 31, 2017, Wayne lost his life in a tragic work accident, falling to his
death at the grain facility he managed. The 25-year-old not only was a plant
manager for a major grain facility, he also farmed in the Leland-Ottawa area.
Applications may be obtained at: http:/bit.ly/Wackerlin. Applications are
due April 24. ■

March 2020 CONNECTIONS

33

Junior Solar Sprint & Cooking Challenge for youth
Imagine it. Build it. Explore it. Achieve it. Are you ready for an adventure?
Join a Special Interest Club and create your destination. You do not have to be
in 4-H in order to have fun and learn lots of new skills and techniques at either of
these clubs. Space is very limited so don’t wait. Read the class descriptions below
and sign-up today!
Junior Solar Sprint: Join DeKalb County 4-H for a special interest club focused
on basic engineering concepts and designs. Work with a team to create the fastest,
most interesting, or best-crafted solar-powered vehicle.
Skills in STEM are fostered when designing and constructing the vehicles, as
well as principles of alternative fuels, engineering design, and aerodynamics. The
class is open to anyone in grades 5-8.
They will meet five mornings from March 23 to March 27 from 9 to 11 p.m. in
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building. Cost is $30 for non-4-H member or $10
for 4-H members. All the activity supplies will be provided.
4-H Food Challenge: Do you like to make up your own recipes? Do you
dream of competing in reality show cooking competitions? We will give you the
ingredients, it is up to you and your team to create your food masterpiece and
present it with a creative flair for the judges.
This club is open to anyone in grades 5 – 8. They will meet five days from March
23 to March 27 from 9 to 11 p.m. in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building.
Cost is $40 for non-4-H member or $20 for 4-H
members. All of the supplies will be provided.
Register for these clubs by calling the
University of Illinois Extension Office at 815758-8194. ■
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DeKalb County SWCD
Spring Fish Sale
The DeKalb County Soil and
Water Conservation District
announces its annual Spring Fish
Sale.
Order forms
are available
on the SWCD
website at www.
swcdekalbil.
org. Triploid
Grass Carp orders are due by
April 9. All other fish orders are
due by April 17.
Fish pick-up will be Saturday,
April 25 from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
in the parking lot of the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center for
Agriculture.
If you have any questions or
need help acquiring an order
form, please contact Jeff Woodyatt
at 815-756-3234, ext. 3. ■

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Monarch butterﬂy documentary shown
Film documents local community effort to bring monarch butterflies back.
Plants, Pollinators & Prayers
will have its local premiere at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April
7 at the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau.
Inspired to action by the
loss of Midwestern prairie
habitat and the decline of the
monarch butterfly population,
this documentary follows
the multi-year efforts of
a gardener, educator, and
pastor as they transform
a rural church’s backyard
into a monarch waystation
The Monarch waystation featured in the documentary is located at the Mayfield Congregational
– a sanctuary for pollinating
Church in rural Sycamore. Diana Swanson is the lead gardener at the waystation.
animals, an educational
garden for the community, and
is imperative because “We won’t be
Since moving to Northern Illinois,
a sacred space for spiritual
here if they’re not here.”
Caspersen has made films that
contemplation.
The monarch waystation featured
showcased the efforts of the local
Diana Swanson, the gardener who
in the documentary is located at the
community including award-winning
leads the planting of the waystation,
Mayfield Congregational Church
feature documentary Go Penguins!
was inspired to act because, “The
at 28405 Church Rd in Sycamore.
about the Penguin Project, a local
monarch butterfly is just one of the
Pastor Martha Brunell, a central voice
theatre group of young adults and
most amazing natural phenomena. It’s
in the documentary, speaks about
children with disabilities performing
one of the earth’s great miracles that
how projects like the waystation are
the lead roles in a Broadway-style
this small insect can migrate 3,000
“where faith communities need to be
musical.
miles or more.”
now, in collaborative efforts with all
Admission to the April 7 screening
Peggy Doty, an environmental
kinds of different organizations.”
of the documentary at the DeKalb
educator, helps bring awareness to
Plants, Prayers & Pollinators is
County Farm Bureau is free. Doors
the waystation by raising monarch
directed and produced by filmmaker
open at 6 p.m. and the screening
butterflies in her backyard. “Who
and NIU professor Randy Caspersen
begins at 6:30 p.m. The film runs 40
knew that insects could create a
and was shot over the past five years
minutes. There will be a Q & A after
destination?” She says that attracting
and crewed with students from NIU’s
the screening with the filmmaker and
pollinating insects to the local area
Department of Communication.
those featured in the documentary. ■

What does african Swine Fever mean for local pig farms?
African Swine Fever (ASF) is in the
news all over the world. But what
does it mean for local pig farms?
Pork producers are invited to a
meeting to further their knowledge
of the disease, realize the impact on
the world pork supply, and prepare
for efforts to implement on farms
now.

The ASF meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, April 16 at the DeKalb
County Farm Bureau Center for
Agriculture from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Farm owners, managers, growers
and employees are strongly
encouraged to attend this meeting
as one of the ASF regional meetings
sponsored by the Illinois Pork

Producers Association and the
University of Illinois Extension.
There is no cost to attend and
lunch is provided.
Registration is required by April
10. Register online: https://ilpork.
site-ym.com/page/ASF2020 or by
calling the Illinois Pork Producers
Association at 217- 529-3100. ■
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Daaha: Evening with Innovators
Join the DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association (DAAHA) for an evening
of networking and engaging speakers on March 26.
DAAHA’s 4th Annual Evening with Innovators (EWI) features keynote
speaker Alex Bandar, founder of the Idea Foundry in Columbus, Ohio. The Idea
Foundry is a creative space where innovators can bring their ideas to life through
a collaborative network of professionals and specialized tools.
The keynote begins at 6 p.m. at NIU’s Algeld Hall followed by a panel
discussion with local innovators. Panelists will discuss how local innovation
boosts the economy through entrepreneurship, research, and workforce
development. The panelists will include: Luke Sebby as moderator, NIU
Director of Innovation Partnership & Technology; Bill Nicklas, City Manager
of DeKalb; and Dr. Matt McCarroll, Fermentation Science Institute & Illinois
Innovation Network.
The keynote and panelist discussion are open to the public, however,
reservations are recommended.
A VIP networking reception will be held prior to the Evening with Innovators
program, starting at 5 p.m. in Room 315 of Altgeld Hall. This will include a
brief, informal presentation highlighting food-systems related education and
development within DeKalb County. Heavy appetizers and beverages will be
available. Tickets for the VIP event are $50 and can be purchased online.

Alex Bandar, founder of the
Idea Foundry, will give the
keynote address at DAAHA’s
Evening with Innovators.

Visit www.daaha.org/copyof-evening-with-innovators to
RSVP and purchase VIP tickets.
Farm Bureau is one of this
year’s EWI sponsors. ■

GiveDeKalbCounty.org

Giving options on May 7:

May 7, 2020
Give DeKalb County is a 24-hour fundraising event
designed to encourage philanthropy and raise money for
nonprofits in or serving DeKalb County, IL. It’s simple.
Select your favorite nonprofits and give!

(1) Online at GiveDeKalbCounty.org
(2) In-person, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., at the

DeKalb County Community Foundation
(475 DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore)

(3) In-person, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.,
at the Sandwich Public Library
(925 S. Main Street, Sandwich)

Choose the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation and give!
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Accuracy
where
it matters
most.

FS –

TM

Applying the right products to the right place is
essential to each crop acre. That’s why growers
turn to FS for custom application. Our applicators
stay focused on what’s ahead by applying accurate
inputs at just the right time in the crop life cycle.
Our custom applicators maximize each acre and
ensure your fields are ready for what’s next.
Contact Conserv FS for your custom application
needs.

Malta

Scott Kurz

815-761-8350

Waterman

Andy VanLanduyt 815-786-5576

Waterman

Justin Wassmann 815-739-8224

Marengo

Pat Roach

815-739-9162

www.conservfs.com
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