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Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County Farm Bureau President

On the cover:  David, Gerald, Richard and Albert Drake

Supporting the 40-acre rule
In DeKalb County we have a Comprehensive Land 

Use Plan which protects our prime farmland from urban 
sprawl. As part of this plan, DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau continues to support the 40-acre rule.

But in recent years there have been unintended 
impacts of the current zoning ordinance on our 
members. As written, the current ordinance prohibited 
landowners from selling off their home site (if built after 
1998) unless they sold the entire 40 acres.  

With the changes approved at the October County 
Board meeting, landowners can now legally sell off the 
home site and not jeopardize the use of the property. 
However, remaining acres as a result of the split are non-
buildable. So in supporting the 40-acre rule, the county 
will still only allow one house per 40 acres.

So why was this so important? In many cases we heard 
from members that wanted to sell their home and keep 
the remaining land to provide income during retirement.  
But due to language in the current ordinance, they were 
prohibited from doing so. In our review this was a 

hardship to some landowners. And the changes not only 
corrected the problem, but also maintained the integrity 
of the 40-acre rule.  

A special thanks to Steve Faivre and Charles Brown for 
their involvement in resolving this issue and for our Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors who reviewed and backed the 
changes.  

Sense of accomplishment is a measure of success for an 
organization. Farm Bureau accomplished needed change 
for members. ■
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Calendar
NOVEMBER 
Nov. 26-27
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

DECEMBER 
Dec. 5
IL Farm Bureau Virtual 
Annual Meeting

Dec. 24-25
Christmas Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Dec. 31
New Year’s Holiday 
Farm Bureau Office closed

Happy Holidays  
Farm Bureau Members!
With the upcoming holidays 
approaching, we hope you are 
staying healthy and safe during 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
Farm Bureau office is open Mon.-
Fri., 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. with some 
restrictions. The office is closed 
over the noon hour. Please call if 
you need to meet with staff, 815-
756-6361.

Find the corn kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the corn 

kernel (resembling the one here) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Nov. 30 for your chance 
to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to 
include your name, address and phone 
number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the corn 
kernel contest was Leonard Abell of 
Hinckley. The corn kernel was hidden 
on page 28 in the upper right photo of 
the Sept./Oct. CONNECTIONS. ■

Untold Stories & The Big O
I’ve had the distinct pleasure of talking to some of 

our local veterans. Farmer veterans. Those that did 
their patriotic duty by serving their country and then 
returned home to feed the world.

My quest to feature as many farmer veterans as 
I possibly could was stifled when some politely 
refused to participate because they didn’t want to 
drudge up old wounds. I respect that. But it got me 
thinking.

The veterans shared stories of their military experiences, but in a guarded way. 
Later, I heard comments like: “not knowing where the next bomb was going off,” 
“sleeping with a rifle between my legs”… the untold stories.

Farmers in the military sacrificed their lives for our freedom. And we don’t take 
that for granted. With gratitude and respect, we honor some of them in this issue.

Another person that we honor is longtime farm broadcaster Orion Samuelson. 
After 60 years he is retiring from WGN. And what a career he has had! 

I’ve known Orion my entire life. In my younger years my family listened to his 
noon shows and market reports. In FFA I was invited to the WGN TV studio in 
Chicago to talk about our chapter’s activities. Then when I started working for Farm 
Bureau we invited him to our county on several occasions.  

Fast forward to more recent times. We send the “Big O” our monthly magazine. 
More than once he has used our ag nuggets of information on the air. He even took 
time to call me and email me to commend us on our magazine. Now it’s my turn. 
Thank you, Orion, for all you have done for agriculture! Thank you for being our 
voice and advocate! All the best in retirement my friend. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

American farmers are some of the 
most patriotic citizens. There’s 
good reason for that – many have 
served in the U.S. Armed Forces.

11% of U.S. farmers have served 
or are serving in the military. They 
are largely male and a full decade 
older than producers as a whole.

They are experienced farmers, with 
81% having farmed eleven years 
or more. For more than half of them, 
farming is their primary occupation.

The average age of producers with 
military service is about 68 years.  

With respect, honor and gratitude, 
we salute farmers who have served 
in the military. ■

Source: USDA NASS, 2017  
Census of Agriculture

Farmers with Military Service
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Renewed Optimism in Farming
Farm economy sees strong 
turnaround for grain farms.

A couple months ago economists 
were predicting near-zero profits for 
Illinois farmers. Now the grain farm 
outlook appears to be much better 
while livestock farms continue to be 
financially stressed.

The University of Illinois and 
Purdue University findings and 
projections were reported in an 
Illinois Farm Economy Snapshot 
by Illinois Farm Bureau in October 
2020. 

Farm Economy Snapshot
• Farm income this year will be the 

highest since 2013. 

• There has been a very strong 
turnaround for farm income 
projections in the Corn Belt.

• Even returns on cash-rented 
acres in Illinois are now predicted 
to be positive and in the $40 to $75 
per acre range, up from forecasts 
of near-zero profits just a couple of 
months ago.  

• Farmer sentiment has sharply 
rebounded along with higher soybean 
prices and CFAP2 round of ad hoc 
payments.

• Farm credit conditions will 
remain a concern in 2020. Despite the 

Rick Goken harvests a field of soybeans in rural DeKalb with dry and dusty field 
conditions. Farmers were reporting lower than average soybean yields with the 2020 
harvest. Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

effect of higher than expected crop prices and ad hoc payments, the percentage 
of farmers experiencing farm loan repayment stress earlier this year may remain 
about the same for the rest of the year. 

• Illinois livestock farms, particularly hog farms, will likely remain 
financially stressed headed into the winter of 2020-2021. 

According to the U of I farmdoc team, recent increases in grain prices have 
considerably increased the outlook for farm returns in Illinois, particularly 
when combined with above-trend yields. Still, federal aid in the form of CFAP 
payments are important.  

In the last three years, ad hoc federal aid in the form of Market Facilitation 
(MFP) or CFAP programs have been critical in maintaining income levels.

Note that 2020 projected prices are $3.55 per bushel for corn and $9.30 for 
soybeans. While higher than prices used in July budgets, these prices are not 
high by historical standards. ►

“We will have these ‘boom years’ (for two or three years) where demand outstrips supply, 
but all other years our supply outruns demand…There’s a huge scope for the current 
ag technology to be applied elsewhere, such as China. The long-term pattern is for 
real commodity prices like corn, soybeans, wheat, rice to decline due to technological 
improvements and I cannot see that changing.”  Dr. Scott Irwin, University of Illinois ag economist
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These higher 2020 projected prices resulted in part because of lower than 
anticipated yields in the U.S., particularly in Iowa. Yield issues now are 
required to reach price levels that would have been closer to “normal” in years 
before 2018.

Above-trend yields in central Illinois contribute to higher incomes. Areas 
where yields are lower, such as Iowa, will have lower incomes than Illinois 
without additional disaster aid programs.

The recent changes in outlook illustrate the uncertainties that exist in 
agriculture. As long as these uncertainties exist, expectations of returns will 
change through time. 

No harvest pressure this year
It doesn’t happen every year, but it’s pretty close to an annual certainty: As 

harvest progress picks up the pace in the Midwest, the markets fall at least a 
little bit.

The supply surge of commodities satisfies the demand, and prices drop 
accordingly. The corn market in particular builds a carry, which encourages 
many farmers to hold their crops until the next spring or summer in hopes of 
higher demand and better prices.

This year, harvest pressure is nowhere to be found. And considering that crop 
progress is ahead of schedule, it appears harvest pressure won’t appear at all in 
2020.

“Even though we saw huge (farmer) sales, trade was becoming very aware 
of the fact that we were going to see a lot of (export) sales take place, and then 

nothing,” said AgriVisor analyst Karl 
Setzer. “We had the Chinese demand, 
that stood in there and gave us some 
support. We’re now seeing basis 
levels bounce back and not seeing 
much hedge pressure. Soybeans 
are again the leader, showing the 
most support, and that’s coming 
from the fact that soybeans are not 
overbought.”

The price improvements likely 
won’t come without repercussions. 
Soybean prices in the $10 range 
could lead to more acres and more 
production, not just in the U.S. but 
also in South America. And corn 
prices have been aided by Chinese 
buying, which certainly isn’t a 
guarantee next year.

Setzer warns that a market driven 
higher by speculators can also be 
quickly dropped by speculators, 
especially if demand outlooks begin 
to shift. ■
                      Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

Rick and Debbie Boesche harvest corn 
while “dumping on the go” in central 
DeKalb County. Corn was dryer this year 
but yields were being reported as average 
for the county. Photo courtesy of Bob Myers



6      CONNECTIONS    November 2020

the

Brandon Wessels is a seventh generation 
grain farmer. He and his father grow corn and 
soybeans as well as vegetables for their farm 
produce stand. He also scouts fields for their 
seed agency. Brandon and his wife reside in 
rural DeKalb.

A “normal” year of farming
This article was going to be on what a normal year in farming looks 

like but as I sat here staring at the blank screen for what seemed to be an 
eternity I came to the conclusion that there is no “normal” in farming – at 
least not here of late. 

In the beginning of each year we farmers try to predict the future. We 
calculate our input costs (rent, seed, fertilizer, chemical, etc.) and take 
our best guess at what yields will be and how much we can sell our crop 
for. We need to do this in order to figure our break-even amount – the 
minimum amount we have to make to cover our expenses; but regardless 
of how much number crunching we do we still cannot predict the future 
because “normal” seldom is.

In 2018 we had a “normal year” for the majority of the 
growing season until we were hit with tar spot, a disease that we have 
never seen before. This disease hit the majority of our area and killed 
plants off before they were able to fully mature.    

Last year was as far as you can get from a normal year. Most 
guys didn’t finish planting until June and some not until July. A record 
number of acres didn’t get planted due to conditions being too wet for too 
long and were recorded as “prevented plant.” Once harvest eventually 
came around the grain still had an extremely high amount of moisture. We 
had to run a lot of our corn through the grain dryer twice and it still had 
too much moisture and the quality of the grain was poor. We weren’t able 
to finish combining soybeans until Nov. 9 and corn Dec. 14. 

This year, other than the record-breaking amount of 
replanting we had to do (because of the fields flooding), it 
seemed to be a “normal” year. We finished planting (the first time 
around) May 12. The weather was relatively cooperative after planting 
and as we neared autumn our crops looked promising. Then August hit 
and the rain shut off, putting stress on corn and soybeans alike, reducing 
yield for both. August is typically the ‘grain fill’ period in corn and not 
having that rain hurt us. It especially hurt any corn fields that were also 
corn the previous year. 

This year I saw a field that typically yields 215 bushels per acre or better 
finish at just over 150 bushels – roughly a 30% reduction in yield. This is 
a tough blow for a guy to take when he’s projecting to have a “normal” 

year of 215+ bushels; and although we saw 
a nice rally in commodity prices a 65 bushel 
difference will still break the bank. Luckily, 
not all fields throughout the countryside saw 
this kind of deficit – corn fields that were 
planted as soybeans last year seemed to do 
well enough. 

A normal year of farming to me 
means starting to plant by mid-April 
and finishing before May’s end. Harvest 
would be complete by Thanksgiving with 
corn yielding 200 bushels per acre or better 
and soybeans at least 55. However, it’s been 
some time since we’ve seen a normal year of 
farming – so, tell me, is it really normal? ■



November 2020    CONNECTIONS      7    

At harvest, farmers use a combine to pick corn and cut soybeans. The 
combine is the main harvesting machine that powers through the county’s top 
crops from September through November.

On the front of the combine is an attachment known as the head. The head is 
powered by the PTO (power take-off) of the combine. The combine comes with 
two different heads – one for harvesting soybeans and another for field corn – 
due to the differences in the plants.

What is THAT? COMBINE HEADS
Because today’s 

heads are quite wide 
(about the width of a 
road), farmers load 
the head on a trailer 
and transport it to 
their fields. The 

head is then 
attached to the machine.

Soybean Head
This head is a reel type used to 
harvest soybeans (and wheat). 
The reel rotates around and feeds 
the soybeans plants into the head. 
The oscillating sickles in the front 
of the head cut the plants. Plants 
are fed into the combine which 
removes the soybeans from the 
plants and pods and feeds the 
soybeans into the grain tank of 
the combine. The width of the 
soybean head is much wider than 
the combine and can range from 
16 feet to 45 feet.

Corn Head
The corn head has pointed snouts 
which go between the rows of 
corn. Rotating rolls within the 
head pull the corn plant down and 
snap the ear off the stalk. The ear 
of corn is fed into the machine for 
processing into kernels of corn 
which are held in the grain tank of 
the combine. Corn heads can vary 
in size from 6 rows to as many as 
16 rows. The width of the head is 
based on the number of rows, from 
15 feet to 40 feet. ■
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Recent changes were made to 
DeKalb County’s Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan that allows 
landowners to parcel off their farm 
residence from their 40 acres and sell 
it as part of a few acres.

Previously, the county’s 40-acre 
rule required landowners to sell 
their home (built after 1998) with a 
minimum of 40 acres.

“The recent text amendment to 
the zoning ordinance approved by 
the County Board to the so-called 
’40-acre rule’ is intended to 
ameliorate the unintended hardship 
that the 40-acre minimum lot size 
requirement created for farmland 
owners,” said Charles Brown, local 
attorney. 

Brown has represented farmland 
owners/operators in their businesses 
and estates for the past 42 years. He 
has seen the hardship the 40-acre rule 
created for his clients.

The 40-acre rule, which requires a 
minimum lot size of 40 or more acres 
to construct a single-family residence 
in the A-1, Agricultural District, was 
first implemented in the late 1970s. 
Along with other revisions to the 
county’s zoning ordinance, it was 
intended to minimize urban sprawl 
in areas outside of the county’s 
municipalities. 

Forty years later, many of the 
occupants of those farm residences 
are now nearing retirement and would 
like to sell the farm residence but not 

County’s Land Use Plan modified in 2020
Selling a farm residence off farmland just got easier.

FARM COUNTRY

the 40 acres upon which the residence 
is situated. The new zoning ordinance 
allows for that. 

Attorney Brown sought these 
needed changes with the help of 
the county’s Planning and Zoning 
Committee Chairman Steve Faivre 
and support from the DeKalb County 
Board and the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau. 

The goal was to find a resolution 
that provides the necessary relief 
sought for farmland owners while 
at the same time maintain the 
county’s goals set forth in its 2011 
Comprehensive Plan to preserve 
prime farmland and discourage 
scattered residential development in 
the county, explained Brown.

“I’ve been monitoring the 40-acre 
rule for several years and kept an eye 
on how it has affected farm families 
and estate plans,” said Steve Faivre. 
“We tried to fix an overall good idea 
by keeping the density of homes 
down in the country and not trap 
landowners living on the 40 acres.”

Faivre worked closely with Brown 
on revising the zoning ordinance. The 
text amendments were reviewed by 
the Planning & Zoning Committee 
and county staff, introduced at a 
public hearing and recommended 
by the hearing officer, and finally 
approved by the County Board last 
month.

As a member of the County Board, 
Faivre said his goal was “to clean 
up regulations that made sense. 
This makes sense and will benefit 
farmland owners – from young 
people to retired people – and for 
estate planning.”

“The revisions actually enhance the 
purpose behind the 40-acre rule,” said 
Brown. “The 40-acre rule was not 
intended to prevent the construction 
of farm residences in the A-1, 
Agricultural District, it was designed 
to discourage the subdivision of 

land into small lots and the subsequent 
construction of residential developments 
in the middle of the county.”

Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau President, said, “It’s a 
change that was needed to benefit our 
agricultural community and at the same 
time continues to maintain the 40-acre 
rule.”

The regulation still prohibits the 
construction of a new farm residence on 
less than 40 acres. Also, farm residences 
built before 1998 can still be sold off 
with a few acres.

New provisions allow farmland 
owners to sell off the residence on a 
lot of two acres or more but then the 
remaining acreage among the 40 acres 
prohibits the building of any future farm 
residence.

Also, new owners of the farm 
residence will be informed of the Illinois 
Right to Farm Law that prohibits non-
neglect nuisance lawsuits against grain 
and livestock farms. ■

“It’s a change that was needed 
to benefit our agricultural 
community and at the same 
time continues to maintain 
the 40-acre rule.” 

         Mark Tuttle, DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau President

Changes to DeKalb 
County’s 40-Acre Rule
• Farm residences can be sold off 40 acres 

on a lot of 2 acres or more in size. 

• Once the residence is sold off the 40 
acres, the remaining acreage is non-
buildable.

• For new residences, the residence cannot 
be subdivided and sold until 2 years 
after it is built, unless being sold to an 
immediate family member.

• New homeowners will be advised of the 
Illinois Right to Farm Act that prohibits 
nuisance lawsuits against existing grain 
and livestock farms.

• Lots of 2 acres or less in the A-1 Ag 
District with a farm residence will 
be considered residential. Lots with 
more than 2 acres will be considered 

agricultural. 
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
congratulates six young 
adults who recently earned 
their American FFA Degree. 
This degree is the highest 
achievement attainable by an FFA 
member.

These young 
adults were 
honored with the 
American FFA 
Degree during the 
virtual National 
FFA Convention.

Earning the 
American FFA 
Degree from DeKalb County 
FFA chapters were: Tomi 
Harrod of Hinckley-Big Rock; 
Kayla McCormick and Brooke 
Wackerlin of Indian Creek; 
Matthew Drake of Sycamore; and 
Ava Marshall and Avery Plote of 
Somonauk-Leland-Sandwich. ■

Six earn American FFA Degree honors
FARM COUNTRY

Avery Plote

Tomi Harrod Kayla McCormick Brooke Wackerlin

Matthew Drake Ava Marshall

Stronger Together
The state and national Farm Bureau 

annual meetings are going virtual. 
Both have the same themes: “Stronger 
Together” underscoring the importance 
of unity and finding creative ways to 
engage members during pandemic times.

The Illinois Farm Bureau will hold its 
business meeting virtually on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, 2020. The meeting will include a 
delegate session where farmer members 
will set policy for 2021 as well as 
President Guebert’s address and the 
district caucuses. 

The American Farm Bureau is holding 
its annual meeting online Jan.10-21, 
2021. The agenda includes educational 
workshops with keynote speakers, 
policy development and Young Leader 
competitions. 

For more information and to register 
for these annual meetings contact the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau. ■

Illinois Farm Bureau has developed a new Action Report in response 
to COVID-19 and its impact on Illinois agriculture. The report identifies 
focus areas to improve farm profitability heading into the 2021 growing 
season.
The priority initiatives in the report include:
• Build demand for Illinois crops and products;
• Support Illinois farmers and farm families through the COVID-19 

pandemic and beyond;
• Prepare for farm policy shifts;
• Advocate for the farmer role within the food supply chain; and
• Identify climate and conservation programs that benefit all Illinois 

farmers.
“If there is a change in the White House or a change in the Senate, 

what does that look like and what do we (in agriculture) need to be 
prepared for?” asked Richard Guebert, Jr., IFB president. “And we’ve 
heard a lot of conversation about climate change and conservation 
programs.”

“This all raises concerns for what Illinois agriculture is going to look 
like in the short-term and then in the long-term. How is it going to 
change? Our IFB Board has had that on our minds for quite some time.”

The Board Action Report has been shared with county Farm Bureaus.  
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau will be using portions of the Action 
Report in upcoming issues of CONNECTIONS  magazine. ■

IFB adopts action plan in response to COVID-19
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Q: What do farmers do once crops have been 
harvested?

A: We prepare for the next crop year making decisions 
about seed, land, and crop insurance. We also work 
on equipment, market and ship grain, and expand our 
knowledge of our trade.

This is a question that I encounter typically when I don’t 
expect it. I’m usually engaged in some mundane day-to-day 
task getting groceries or picking up our dry cleaning. Inevitably, 
when whomever I encounter learns that I farm I get a typified 
response:  “What do you do all winter?”  

At its root, grain farming is a seasonal occupation. The bounty 
we receive is the fruit of the labor during the growing months. 
We do the best job we can to ensure that we do everything in our 
power to give our crops the best chance of success we can. 

Today our farm is a grain farm, aside from our 4-H livestock. 
My explanation of grain farming is one explicitly different from 
livestock farming, or more prevalently, livestock and grain 
farming combined. For those with livestock on the farm, the 
daily obligation knows no seasons.

So, as it most 
representatively stands, I 
am a grain farmer which 
whom seasons dictate my 
schedule. It is a dictation 
that will not waver. This is 
our lot. My wife Amy has 
become accustomed to this 
reality growing up on a 
farm and I am blessed for 
having that understanding. 

It is true that in-season, farmers do work and sleep, and sleep 
and work. This is what our passion is, and it is because we know 
that every second we waste will shorten the growing season, or 
force us to harvest in poor conditions if we just could have beat 
the rain.

What do we do all winter? We prepare. For every acre of corn 
planted there is a farmer planning that acre. What seed will 
be used, what fertility has been placed, what outcome can be 
foreseen. From borrowing money from the bank, to purchasing 
the seed and renting the land, to making sure that you bought 
insurance to make sure this year of farming won’t be your last.  

Farmers are dependent upon the machines that we use to do 

our work and rely upon their fastidiousness to help 
make our jobs doable. The off-season is the time 
when farmers evaluate, test, prepare, and replace 
their equipment so that there is no regret once the 
“wheels get turning.”  

Many farmers also store their grain in their own 
grain bins to be shipped to markets later. This also 
employs considerable time moving crop to market in 
the winter and spring.   

When the ground is frozen and grain farmers 
are idle from all field activities, we make our 
most contributions to our trade. Universities, 
lending institutions, seed and chemical companies, 
equipment manufacturers, and agronomists all offer 
meetings in the off-season for farmers to glean new 
knowledge and confirm their teachings to ensure that 
the next crop will be better than the last. We also 
delve into our own data we have collected through 
our various trials to improve our methods.  

Farmers work with their accountants and lenders 
to exhaustively evaluate their last crop year and seed 
plans for a new one. Stepping from one season to the 
next does not feel as if it is this year or next year. It 
feels as if we are undergoing seamless improvement.

I joke from time to time when everything is going 
sideways, and I turn to the people who are there with 
me working the problem that seems hopeless and I 
say, “I quit!” It is reassuring to see their look for just 
a second that I might be serious. This is my life and I 
am proud to have it. Through thick and thin, through 
good times and bad, this may not always be the 
easiest job, but it is one I am blessed to have.  ■

Mike Schweitzer

For every acre of corn planted 
there is a farmer planning that 
acre. What seed will be used, 
what fertility has been placed, 
what outcome can be foreseen…
to make sure this year of farming 
won’t be your last.  

The Schweitzers – Amy, Mike, Eli and Warren – farm 
in rural Esmond. They grow corn, soybeans, sweet 
corn and peas and raise 4-H animals. Mike is a sixth 
generation farmer.
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Looking for a holiday gift idea?  
Give a child our Farm Matching Game.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Farm Matching Game  
is available to purchase at the Farm Bureau office. 

Similar to a memory card game, this game features all DeKalb 
County farm images like farm structures, animals, crops and 
so much more. The Farm Matching Game includes 30 different 
farm images on 60 cards complete with instructions and fun facts 
booklet in a drawstring bag. 

Games are $10 each. All proceeds will be directed to the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture for future ag 
literacy efforts.

The Farm Matching Game was developed by DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau with funding provided by the Pipestone System and 
local pork farmers (Advantage, Elite, Future, Independence & 
Precison Pork) and the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation. 

The game is part of the DeKalb County Community Foundation’s 
Kindergarten Readiness Initiative, to help build early childhood 
skills.  Preschool children throughout the county received the game 
as part of the Kindergarten Readiness Kit in the Spring of 2020. ■ 

DeKalb County Plat 
Books for sale

Got the latest version of the 
DeKalb County Plat Book?  
Plat Books are available to 
purchase at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau. 

The 2020 Plat Book, 
published by Rockford Map 
Publishers, is available for 
purchase for $25 (members) or 
$50 (non-members) from the 
Farm Bureau office.

Stop by the Farm Bureau 
office to pick up a Plat Book. ■

Recycle your holiday lights
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau office is 

one of the drop-off sites for the holiday lights 
recycling program being sponsored by the 
DeKalb County Health Department. 

All string lights and extension cords will be 
accepted. Lights can be dropped off at Farm 
Bureau, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Dec. 1, 2020-Jan. 29, 2021. 

For more information please call the 
Health Department, 815-748-2408. ■

L A N D  A T L A S  &  P L A T  B O O K

DEKALB COUNTY 
I L L I N O I S

2020

The 29th Edition
Compiled and Published by

ROCKFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Inc.
www.rockfordmap.com

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PARCEL MAPS AND SPATIAL DATA

Distributed by
DEKALB COUNTY FARM BUREAU

1350 West Prairie Drive
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

Photo Courtesy of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau

Get your 2021 calendar
Stop by the Farm Bureau office and pick up 

a free 2021 DeKalb County Farm Bureau wall 
calendar. 

Choose between a calendar which features 
an assortment of  Barns or the Antique 
Tractors calendar showcasing several 
vintage tractors, while supplies last.

Farm Bureau members are limited to 
one calendar per membership. ■

Farm Matching Game available

For more information about the Farm Matching Game 
contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.
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FARM
Bag Frenzy
October FARM Bags  
engage 600 kids 
“What are we going to do with all 
these pumpkins?!” Those were the 
words of Farm Bureau Manager Greg 
Millburg, upon seeing an ocean of 
orange in the Center for Agriculture 
garage recently. That was the staging 
area for basket after bushel basket of 
pumpkins needed for October’s FARM 
Bags.

FARM stands for Food & Agriculture 
Resources Monthly, and October was 
the first month bag supplies were 
available to groups by request. And 
what a month it was! In all, a dozen 
groups requested supplies to reach 600 
children across the county. 

FARM Bag supplies will be available 
by request during each month of the 
2020-2021 school year. The request 
form for December’s activity, which 
will focus on wheat, can be found at 
http://bit.ly/FARMbagDec20. 

FARM Bag assembly is bonding time for Hinckley-
Big Rock FFA members (from left to right) Madaline 
Hogan, Matt Weibler and Chris Weibler. HBR FFA 
assembled bags to be distributed at the Hinckley and 
Big Rock libraries and by the Hinckley Lions Club. ■

Hannah Anderson shows off 
her “3-D Pumpkin Surprise,” 
a FARM Bag craft activity 
which challenged children to 
read the Pumpkin Ag Mag and 
write down three surprising 
new facts on sentence strips 
which were then made into a 
3-dimensional paper pumpkin.

AG LITERACY

Several Sycamore 
3rd grade classes 
incorporated the 
pumpkin FARM Bag 
activities into remote 
learning. Shown are 
students from Kyla 
Rader’s class at 
Southeast School.

Hayden Bagg answers questions 
about his mini pumpkin. Says his 
mom, “Hayden had a blast with the 
pumpkin activities. ...This was such 
a great thing to do right before the 
long weekend.”
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It’s pretty neat when a student 
checks out an ag-related book from 
their school library. “But what’s 
even more exciting is when a 
teacher checks one out to use with 
her students,” says Ag Literacy 
Coordinator Rhodora Collins. “All of 
a sudden, an entire class learns new 
facts about agriculture.” Facts like:

• A worker honeybee may visit 
30,000 flowers during her five-week 
lifespan—but she doesn’t leave the 
hive until she is over three weeks old.

• Drones with thermal or near-
infrared cameras can be used to 
monitor the health of farm crops.

• In the 1930s the Ford Motor 
Company began using soybean 
plastic and paint in its cars, leading 
Henry Ford to boast that a bushel of 
soybeans goes into every car.

2020 marks the 19th year ag-related 
books will be donated to schools 
across the county. In those 19 years, 
a total of 3,650 items—mostly books, 

Increasing ag understanding with books
Children’s books feature farm and food facts

but a few videos and magazines as 
well—have been donated.

Local sponsors make the book 
donations possible. Farm and food-

related businesses, 
organizations, and 
farm families step up 
each year to provide 
funds needed to 
purchase the books. 
Upon opening 
each donated book, 
readers will see a 
label recognizing the 
sponsor or sponsors of 
that title.

Many thanks to our  
generous sponsors:

Barry, Kris, and Kelly Aves, Kirkland

Honey Hill Orchard, Waterman

La Terra Partners,  
Ryan & Deanne Frieders

Sycamore Meijer Store

DeKalb County Farm Bureau  
Foundation for Agriculture ■

Five titles will be donated this year, 
including “Agricultural Drones” by 
Simon Rose, “Bread Lab” by Kim 
Binczewski & Bethany Econopouly, 
“Full of Beans: Henry Ford Grows a 
Car” by Peggy Thomas, “Honeybee: 
The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera” by 
Candace Fleming, and “Now You 
Know What You Eat” by Valorie 
Fisher.

Thirty-four schools will benefit 
from this effort. Each library will 
receive titles appropriate to the grade 
levels within that building. 

AG LITERACY

Genoa Elementary School librarian Sue Carroll shows off the books that were recently 
donated to their school as she reads one to students remotely. Genoa Elementary is one 
of 34 schools in DeKalb County receiving books this fall.
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Harvest A Legacy with the Foundation for Agriculture
Like a farmer harvests his crops, the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture harvests knowledge, understanding and 
awareness of agriculture.

We represent farmers and agriculture by sharing accurate, up-to-date 
information about food and farm production. Our outreach extends to 
students, teachers and all ages of people in our community. 

As the Foundation for Agriculture, we connect people to farmers. We 
share agriculture’s story. We have conversations and answer questions 
about food and farming. We advocate for agriculture!

As the end of the year approaches, please consider creating a legacy 
with the Foundation for Agriculture. Tax deductible gifts to the 
Foundation will fund worthwhile agricultural initiatives like Ag in the 
Classroom, scholarships, ag literacy, farm field trips and community 
outreach programs. 

Even during these pandemic times we continue our mission: 
to broaden awareness and understanding of agriculture through 
outreach and education. We are reaching people virtually with online 
resources and programs. 

Online donations to the Foundation may be made at www.
PlantALegacy.org or at the Farm Bureau office, 1350 W. Prairie Dr., 
Sycamore, IL 60178. For more information contact Mariam Wassmann, 
Foundation Administrator, 815-756-6361. ■

FOUNDATION

Please give to the Foundation 
www.PlantALegacy.orgHarvest Understanding

Harvest Knowledge

Harvest Awareness
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FOUNDATION

Named Endowment ($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
In Memory of Joe Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Orville A. Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow Communities  
 Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
Babson Farms
Christina Bagwill
Banner Up Signs–Kuhn Family
Bayer Crop Science
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Ed & Juli Cowan
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
In Memory of John & Charlotte Gallagher
Joyce Gardner
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
continued
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
KishHealth System 
In Memory of Roger Klein
Ronald G. Klein
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark Tuttle
David & Peggy Vaughan
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field
($200-$999 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Boehne Farms
Boehne Farms Trucking
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier 
Scott & Tara Drake
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
David & Peggy Vaughan
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths  
(General Fund)
A & P Grains System
Lowell Akers
Richard & Della Bend
Lynette Byington

Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Donors 2020
Cultivating Paths (General Fund)
continued
Virginia Farley
Nedra Ericson-Huntress
Dawn Felix
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann
Jerry & Diane Helland
Fredrick High
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple  
 Family Fund
Craig Johnson
Donna Kleveland
Gary & Mary Leonard
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor
Pamela Olson
Lyle & Marty Paul
Ursula Sarver
Anna Schelkopf
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
John & Chris Sauter

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in the Classroom Fund
Linda Rolf Anderson
Bayer Crop Science
Brian Bend
ComEd
Randy & Susan Deihs
In Memory of Lyle Fritsch
Mike & Becky Hardt
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
Brian & Lori Moeller
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Barry & Kris Aves
Betty Fewell
Janet Miller

Scholarship Fund
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Stacey Dolder
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
Elsie Sanford

Orville Olson  
Ag Scholarship Fund
Linda Lowery
Bill & Kay Morgan

Memorial Fund
Allan Aves Memorials
Glennie Barshinger Memorials
Lyle Fritsch Memorials
Jeff Hartmann Memorials
Gary Kolkhorst Memorial
Edward & Jean Ollman Memorial
JoAnn Watson Memorial ■
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A glimpse of local history

The Eleventh Hour of the Eleventh Day 
of the Eleventh Month 

Veterans Day is a day dedicated for us to pay our 
respects to those who have served our country in the 
military. 

Originally the day was called Armistice Day to 
commemorate the signing of the Armistice that 
ended World War I. The agreement was signed on 
Nov. 11, 1918, at the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of 
the 11th month. The name was changed to Veterans 
Day in 1954, after World War II, to honor all veterans in all wars. A day for 
everyone to show appreciation to those who served their country, many who 
made the ultimate sacrifice and gave their lives.

World War II found DeKalb County answering the call to duty in many 
ways. Not only did men enlist in the military, DeKalb’s Wurlitzer Piano 
factory stopped production of pianos and started top-secret manufacturing of 
drones and the majority of workers were women who felt it was their duty to 
help in the war effort. 

Not only were women supporting the war from the home front, there were 
at least 135 who enlisted in various branches of service such as the Navy 

WAVES (Women Accepted for 
Volunteer Emergency Service) or 
WACs (Women’s Army Corps.) The 
most well-known local woman was 
Esther Mae Nesbitt of Sycamore. 
She was one of the first WACs to 
land on Normandy Beach in France. 
As an intelligence analyst, she was 
the caretaker of all maps for the 
European Theater of Operations. Her 
responsibilities were to keep the war 
room maps up to date which earned 
her the French government’s Croix de 
Guerre medal.   

One person I always recognize on 
Veterans Day is a neighbor from my 
younger days - Sgt. James P. Mason 
of DeKalb, 101st Airborne Division. 
On Oct.17, 1968 the helicopter he 
was in crashed on takeoff from a ship 
in the South China Sea. A life lost too 
soon. A son, brother, and friend that is 
greatly missed.

Sp5 James P. Mason of DeKalb was an Airborne Qualified Radio 
Operator, shown here with two Vietnam orphans. The helicopter he 
was in crashed on takeoff from a ship in the South China Sea in 1968 
during the Vietnam War.

M. Sgt. Esther Mae Nesbitt of Sycamore 
was a World War II and Korean War 
veteran. She was the most well-known 
local woman who served in the Women’s 
Army Corps.

Hometown Hero Banners on Locust Street 
in DeKalb honor our local heroes, like 
Russel Breese of DeKalb who served in 
the Army during World War II, 1945-1946.

Take a few minutes on Veterans 
Day to honor someone you know who 
was in the service, past and present. 
Stroll down the new “Honorary 
Veterans Way” in DeKalb on Locust 
Street from First Street to Fourth 
Street. Honor these heroes in any way 
you can. ■
        Information provided by Sue Breese
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Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2020 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

Hopper of Gold
By Joetta Delay

Joetta Delay was helping her partner Jeff 
Svendsen finish soybeans in a field along 
Rollo Road, in an attempt to outrun the 
incoming rain. As an amateur photographer 
Joetta, of rural West Brooklyn, loves to 
“freeze the beauty of nature in time” by 
taking photos. After a turbulent year, the 
rainbow reminded Joetta that everything 
was going to be okay.

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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We pay tribute to our local farmers who served in the military  
during this month which commemorates Veterans Day. 

Some of our farmer veterans from DeKalb County are featured as they shared their military experiences 
during turbulent times when our country was embattled in World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam, Iraq War, 
and the War in Afghanistan.

Drake Brothers serve in Army during Vietnam
Not just one or two, but all six of the Drake brothers were drafted into the U.S. Army. The farm boys from 

rural Clare were in the Army during the Vietnam War, from 1960 to 1970.
“We overlapped in our service, having two brothers in the Army at one time,” said the eldest brother, Albert. 
Albert was the first to be drafted followed by Eugene, then Richard, Rodney, Gerald and the youngest 

brother, David. Each brother did one tour of duty. 
“Being in the Army affected Mom more than Dad,” said David. “She was a quiet person, but probably 

worried most about us.”  Their parents were Lilly and Clarence Drake. 
During their years of service the boys sent handwritten letters home. Their mom and sisters (Betty, Doris 

and Nancy) would write back to them every couple of weeks. 
The boys had varying ranks and assignments in the Army but the three youngest were in active combat in 

Vietnam. Regretfully, Rodney was killed in combat in 1967 at the age of 21. He was given full military rites at 
burial in Mayfield Cemetery.

After being honorably discharged, one by one the boys returned home to farm with their father. As 4th 
generation farmers they raised grain and livestock on the home farm located on Old State Road. Eventually, 
the boys had their own farm operations. 

Now, the 5th and 6th generation of Drake family members are farming in central and northern DeKalb 
County.  

Army draft days remembered
The draft began in 1940 with President Roosevelt signing the Selective Training and 

Service Act. It required men between the ages of 21 and 35 to register. The draft ended 
in 1973 after the Vietnam War and now is all-voluntary. Yet the Selective Service 
System remains in place if needed to maintain national security. Men, 18-25, are 
required to be registered.

The four living Drake  
brothers recount their  
draft days and military  
experiences. ►
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Albert L. Drake
“Being in the Army was like 
a vacation from farm work. 
I gained 20 pounds during 
service,” said Albert Drake. 

He was in Basic Training at 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO; Fort Riley, KS; Fort Knox, KY; and again at 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO. Then upon completion of Basic Training, he 
was transferred to West Point, NY, where his regular duty was to be in 
charge of transporting Army Cadets as a truck and bus driver.

Albert, SPC E-4 (Specialist), served in the Army from 1960 to 1962. 
After military service, Albert farmed with his father and eventually 

took over the trucking business. He expanded the business to include 
a fleet of semi-trucks for Drake Farms. Now semi-retired, he helps on 
the farm with his sons, Kevin and Gary. Albert, 83, lives in rural Clare 
with his wife, Barbara.

Richard L. Drake
“We typically didn’t talk much about the service. We were 
drafted and did our time. I was asked to continue my service and 
advance in rank, but chose not to,” said Richard Drake. 

Richard went through Basic Training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
and Fort Campbell, KY. Then he was stationed for active duty in Fort 
Greely, AK. He was an Army engineer who worked on roads and 
bridges.

Richard, SPC E-4 (Specialist), was in the Army from 1963 to 1965. 
Upon returning home from a tour of duty, Richard farmed and also 

worked at Anaconda in Sycamore up until retirement. Richard, now 
80, resides in Sycamore. He was married to his wife Nora for 34 
years; she passed away in 1999. ►

Albert Drake, SPC E-4 (Specialist), 
served in the Army from 1960 to 1962. 

Richard Drake, SPC E-4 (Specialist),  
was in the Army from 1963 to 1965.

             In Memory
Eugene Drake, Army PFC E-3, served in Germany, 1962-1963. 
He died at the age of 80 in 2018.

Rodney Drake, Army SPC E-4, served in Vietnam, 1967. 
He was killed in combat at the age of 21.
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Gerald K. Drake
“Being in combat I had a rifle  
by my side at all times. Freedom 
is not free. We must protect it by 
defending our constitutional  
rights. It was an honor to serve,” 
said Gerald Drake.

Gerald was drafted in 1966 and 
went through Basic Training at Fort 
Campell, KY. He received advanced 
training at Fort Belvoir, VA as a 
generator mechanic. Then he went to 
Fort Huahuca, AZ for permanent duty. 

In 1968, his unit was ordered to go 
to Vietnam. While there, his unit’s home base was in Qui Nhon.

Gerald, SPC E-5 (Specialist), served in the Army from 1966 to 
1968. 

Once honorably discharged, Gerald returned home to farm and also 
worked at Anaconda. Now, 73, Gerald is retired and resides in rural 
DeKalb with his wife, Mary Anne. His son, Scott, and son-in-law, Dan 
Hoffman, and grandson, Ethan, currently farm. 

David R. Drake
“I was proud to serve. I was young 
and indestructible. I was trained 
and told what to do and did it,” 
said David Drake. 

David completed Basic Training 
at Fort Campbell, KY and then 
Infantry training at Camp Crockett, 
GA. Jump (parachute) training was in 
Fort Benning, GA. He was stationed 
at Fort Bragg, NC with the 82nd 
Airborne Unit. 

In December 1969 his unit was sent 
to Vietnam with the 1st Infantry to do 
mine sweeps. In the Spring of 1970 
the 1st Infantry was sent home but he didn’t have enough time in so 
the Army assigned him to the 1st Calvary as a demolition specialist 
where they would air lift him to a landing zone and he would clear an 
outpost. He was a MOS combat engineer and paratrooper.

David, Sgt. E-5 (Sergeant), was in the Army from 1969 to 1970. 
As the last of the Drake brothers to return home from the Army, 

David farmed and also worked at Five Points Elevator west of 
Sycamore. When the elevator was sold he farmed full-time. Today he 
is semi-retired as he helps his son, Ben, and grandson, Tyler, farm. 
David, 72, resides in rural Kingston with his wife, Linda. ►

Gerald Drake, SPC E-5 (Specialist),  
served in the Army from 1966 to 1968. 

David Drake, Sgt. E-5 (Sergeant),  
was in the Army from 1969 to 1970. 
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Allan D. Bastian, 97
Hinckley 
Farmer:  75 years
Branch of Military:  
Army, 101st Airborne Division
Rank:  PFC E-3 (Private First Class)
War:  World War II, 
August 1944 - June 1946
Location of Service:  
Germany, France, Austria

Drafted/Enlisted:  Drafted
Military Experiences: “I began 
Basic Training in August 1944 

at Camp Roberts in California. Then I left from New York on 
Jan. 6, 1945 on a ship to Le Havre, France. From there I went 
to Alsace by train. It took 21 days to get there due to railways 
being bombed, which required soldiers to repair the train 
tracks. In the Infantry I flew gliders and was trained for glider 
combat. On Jan. 29, I joined the 101st Airborne and went into 
a fox hole that night. After one month of combat we boarded 
box cars and went to Mourmelon, France. We lived in a tent 
city the whole month of March. 

On March 15 General Eisenhower presented the division 
with the Presidential Unit Citation. The award was given for 
the stand the 101st Airborne gave at Bastogne, France. On 
Easter Sunday we left for a combat mission in Dusselfdorf, 
Germany. After about 18 days the Germans surrendered. Our 
next destination was Southern Germany. We arrived by box 
cars at Manheim, boarded ducks, crossed the Rhine River and 
then started our slow trek south. 

About two days after the war ended we arrived in 
Berchtesgaden, home to many of the Nazi leaders. I was 
detailed to help collect valuable treasures stolen by Herman 
Goering (German military leader). I also was in Hitler’s 
house (Eagle’s Nest). After two months our troops moved to 
Austria and then went back to France to train for the invasion 
of Japan.

I was transferred to the 82nd Airborne and sent home 
to New York on Jan. 3, 1946. We were part of the Victory 
Parade in New York City and Washington, D.C.” 
What Serving Your Country Means:  “It was necessary – 
we had to go to war. We were attacked and had to defend our 
country. It was my patriotic duty to serve.”
Notables: Allan was a rifleman during World War II which 
earned him two Bronze Battle Stars. He has a road named 
after his family – Bastian Road – where he farmed and 
resides. ►

Army PFC Allan Bastian was part of the largest airborne 
operation of the war in Germany. (Inset) Allan proudly 
wears his cap signifying the Army’s 101st Airborne 
Division which he was a member of during World War II. 
They called themselves the “Screaming Eagles.”

“It was my patriotic  
 duty to serve.”
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Donald C. Mack, 92
DeKalb
Farmer:  70 years
Branch of Military:  Army
Rank:  SPC 2 (Specialist)
War:  Peacetime service after the 
Korean War, July 1955 - June 1957
Location of Service:  
Seoul, South Korea
Drafted/Enlisted:  Drafted
Military Experiences: “At the age 
of 24, I began Basic Training at Fort 
Leonard Wood in Missouri in July 
1955. Upon completion of Basic 
Training, my advanced training was being schooled there for 
eight weeks as a clerk typist. 

I was sent to Seoul in South Korea in November 1955. I 
worked in the post headquarters message center in the area 
command. As a clerk typist I would take incoming messages 
and direct them through the Army channels, including 
sending them to Japan to commanding officers. Messages 
were typed and sent via the Army correspondence through a 
military phone system and by mail service. This was classified 
information which I kept records of and filed.

I was discharged after one tour of duty in June 1957 and 
returned home to farm with my brothers, Delbert and Harley, 
in the DeKalb and Hinckley area.”
What Serving Your Country Means: “After serving in Korea 
and experiencing their primitive culture and way of life at 
the time, it made me realize and appreciate living in America 
where democracy is served. It was a great honor to serve.” 
Notables:  Don’s brother, Delbert, served in the Korean War and 
then Don was drafted after the end of the war. For years Don has 
enjoyed tending to his beautiful gardens on his farm. ►

(Right) Army SPC Don Mack served as an Army clerk typist in South 
Korea for two years. (Inset) Don has been a lifelong farmer with his 
brothers. They were known as the Mack Brothers who farmed in rural 
DeKalb and Hinckley.

“It was a great 
honor to serve.”
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Robert R. (Bob)  
Gommel, 90
Malta
Farmer:  60 years
Branch of Military:  Army
Rank:  PFC E-3 (Private First Class)
War:  Peace time service, after the 
Korean War, January 1955-May 1956
Location of Service:  

Schweinfurt, Germany
Drafted/Enlisted:  Drafted
Military Experiences: “Upon 
being drafted, a group of about 30 
of us gathered at the building on the 
southwest corner of 4th and Locust 

streets in DeKalb and were taken to Chicago for physicals and 
induction in January 1955. Some of the other men that went with 
me were Bill Dumoulin, Norman Dienst, Bob and Jim Barr, Dale, 
Bob, and Vernon Herrmann, Bud Thompson, Roger Tuttle, Dick 
Bend, and Bob Hart. 

We headed off to Basic Training at Fort Riley, Kansas. During 
that time, I was ordered to report for KP duty. The company 
commander came in and said, ‘Gommel, make me an omelet, and 
make it a good one.’ After the commander finished eating he said, 
‘Gommel, that was the best damn omelet I’ve ever had.’  A few 
weeks later, I found myself assigned to cook’s training school for 
eight weeks at Fort Riley’s main base. I finished second in my 
cooking class of 40.  

I was part of the 86th Regiment of the 10th Infantry in Company 
D, which was a machine gun company. In July 1955 we were sent 
to Germany, based at Schweinfurt, as part of an occupational group.  

While in Germany, my father, Reinhold, suffered a heart attack 
and was not able to farm without assistance. A group of good 
friends and neighbors went to the Red Cross and made a request 
for me to be sent home. The request was granted providing that I 
remained on the active reserve list. I returned home in May 1956. 
As an active reserve, my honorable discharge credits me with nearly 
8 years of service.”   
What Serving Your Country Means:  “I am very proud to be a 
citizen of this country. Serving in the military made me grow up and 
taught me how to structure my life. There is no deviation there – 
everything is by the book and as ordered. The experience was good 
and instilled patriotism in me for a lifetime. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to serve.”   
Notables:  As one of about five Army cooks, Bob prepared meals 
regularly for 400 in his battalion. He also was part of a machine gun 
company platoon. ►

“The experience  
was good and  
instilled patriotism  
in me for a lifetime.”

Army PFC Bob Gommel cleaned his M1 rifle after 
being on guard duty during his service in the Army. 
Tent camps were set up at Fort Riley, Kansas during 
Basic Training. (Inset) Bob has been a lifelong Malta 
farmer.
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Richard M. (Dick)  
Bend, 90
Shabbona 

Farmer:  61 Years
Branch of Military:   
Army, 10th Infantry Division 
Rank:  Sgt. E-5 (Sergeant)
War:  Peace time service, after the 
Korean War, January 1955 – November 
1956
Location of Service:   
Schweinfurt, Germany
Drafted/enlisted:  Drafted 
Military Experiences:  “I took a 
train to Camp Chaffee, Arkansas 
got processed and was issued military clothing. I ran into my 
friend, Hank Wassmann, where he was in his Basic Training. A 
week later, we took a bus to Fort Riley, Kansas where we did 
Basic Training from January – May 1955. 

At Basic Training, I’d go down to the PX (Post Exchange 
– store on military base) and buy a case of Hershey bars and 
bring some out in the field for our training exercises. We would 
be out in the field a half or whole day and some guys would 
be starving because they didn’t bring a snack. So, they started 
asking me if they could buy one. I began bringing extra candy 
bars on our field exercises and would sell them in the field. The 
guys gave me the nickname, “Candy Bar Bend” because they 
knew I always had candy bars on hand.

In June 1955 we took a train to New York to the troop 
ship called ‘The Patch’ (USS General Alexander M. Patch 
namesake). We sailed for 10 days to Bremerhaven, Germany. 
We then took another train to Schweinfurt, Germany where I 
served in the 10th Infantry Division for the next 17 months.”
What Serving Your Country Means:  “I took pride in serving 
my country; I advanced through different ranks and became a 
Sergeant. I tried to take good care of my men. We trained long 
and hard doing many exercises during the day and at night. I 
did what I was told and ensured that my men did the same. By 
serving my country, I was doing my patriotic duty.”
Notables:  Dick entered the Army as a Private and became a 
Sergeant and Squad Leader. He tied for 1st place in a rifle range 
exercise and received a trophy. ►

Army Sgt. Richard Bend with the 10th Infantry Division 
served in Germany following the Korean War. He was 
drafted into the military at the age of 25. (Inset) Dick, a 
lifelong Shabbona farmer, remembers his Army days and 
service to his country 65 years ago.

“I took pride in  
 serving my country. 

I was doing my 
patriotic duty.”
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William F. (Bill) 
Coultrip, 76
Somonauk
Farmer:  50 years
Branch of Military:  Air Force
Rank:  Sgt. E-5 (Sergeant)
War:  Vietnam, July 1964 – July 
1968 
Location of Service:  Vietnam & 
stationed in Okinawa, Japan

Drafted/Enlisted:  
Enlisted
Military Experiences:  
“I received Basic Training 
at Lackland Air Force 
Base in San Antonio, 

Texas in July 1964. From September to December 1964 
I went to school at the Lowery Air Force Base in Aurora, 
Colorado to learn munitions. As a munition specialist I would 
protect and handle non-nuclear munitions for flight lines to 
load on planes. I was sent to Okinawa, Japan to be stationed 
there from January 1965 to July 1966 and protect the base. 

We were deployed to Vietnam and I spent two years there. 
In Vietnam we lived in wooden shacks with dirt floors. 
Rockets were fired regularly and we never knew where 
they were going to land. It was enlightening going to a 
foreign country to see how people lived in a war zone. The 
Vietnamese people that I knew were proud of what they had 
and were happy the Americans were there. My first year in 
Vietnam was alright but the second year was tough.

I was honorably discharged in July 1968. I would not trade 
those four years of my life for anything.” 
What Serving Your Country Means:  “I enlisted in the 
Air Force for the Vietnam War which wasn’t very well 
received. I’m proud to have served my country so we can 
proudly display the American flag, sing the National Anthem 
and worship at the church of one’s choice. Most important, 
serving my country means freedom. We must not give up and 
continue to fight for it.”
Notables:  Expecting to be drafted into the Army, Bill made 
the decision to enlist in the Air Force and have some control 
over his path of active duty. He was a munitions specialist. ►

(Left) Air Force Sgt. Bill Coultrip served for two years in Vietnam as 
a munitions specialist. (Inset) Bill farms in rural Somonauk with his 
son and brother. 

“Serving my country 
means freedom. We 
must not give up and 
continue to fight for it.”
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Russell L. Sanderson, 32
Kingston
Farmer:  15 years
Branch of Military:  Marine Corps
Rank:  Corporal E-4
Wars:  Iraq, Afghanistan, September 2006 – 
September 2010
Location of Service:  Al Taqaddum & Ar 
Ramadi, Iraq; Helmand Province, Afghanistan; 
stationed in Okinawa, Japan
Drafted/Enlisted:  Enlisted
Military Experiences:  “I enlisted 
and began Basic Training in 
September 2006 with the Marines. 
I served in the Infantry at Camp 
Pendleton, California from January to March 2007 as a Private. 
Then as a Private First Class I was deployed to Okinawa, Japan 
with the 3rd Intelligence Battalion. I was a sensor operator 
and monitored land movement over radio frequencies. Getting 
stationed in Japan was quite the shock at first, but experiencing 
their culture was really cool.

Our team was deployed to Iraq to monitor sensors and 
alert forces to land and air movements. Our IT unit returned 
to Okinawa and there I was promoted to Lance Corporal. I 
was in charge of leading new teams and preparing them for 
Afghanistan. We were deployed to Afghanistan in May 2009. 
There we did daily foot patrols as riflemen and did sensor 
missions, too. In Afghanistan we had to build sand walls and 
guard towers for protection and I was in charge of leading 
patrols. 

Upon returning back to our base in Okinawa, I was promoted 
to Corporal. I was responsible for leading a squad and teaching 
the new Marines. I chose to not re-enlist and was honorably 
discharged in September 2010. 

The friends I made in the service are lifelong friends. I still 
talk to most of them to this day. Having been around the world, 
I have a pretty good idea of places I wouldn’t recommend 
visiting.”
What Serving Your Country Means:  “It’s a sense of duty 
and service to others. Growing up on the farm, I learned how important it is to 
do what you can to help others. It’s all about helping one another so we all can 
succeed together. I felt like it was in my best interest to make myself a better 
person by joining the Marine Corps. I gave four years of service, but am a 
Marine for life.” 
Notables: Russell was a sensor operator and rifleman during the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. His nickname was “Sandy,” short for Sanderson. Now he 
helps his father, Chuck, farm and works for a construction company. ■

Lance Corporal Russell Sanderson served in the 
Afghanistan War as a Marine patrol rifleman in 2009. 
(Inset) Russell now farms with his father in northern 
DeKalb County and also works for a construction 
company.

“I gave four years 
of service, but am 
a Marine for life.”
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He’s been WGN’s booming ag voice for 60 years.
The legendary Orion Samuelson, known across the country as the voice of 

agriculture, is retiring by year’s end. 
Orion started as WGN’s farm director in September 1960, after working 

for radio stations in Wisconsin, his home state. He was raised on a dairy farm 
in the western part of the state and traded his milking stool for a microphone. 

The “Big O” was known for his farm reports on WGN radio and TV, 
particularly “The Noon Show” from 1960 to 2003. He currently hosts “This 
Week in Agribusiness” with longtime partner Max Armstrong and gives 
business reports for the Chicago station. 

Orion, 86, has been a friend to agriculture and many farmers – from top 
leaders to everyday farmers. He has also been a longtime friend to the Farm 
Bureau organization, reporting on county, state and national issues. 

Salute to Orion Samuelson

During his career, he has been a 
welcome visitor locally – at the Sandwich 
Fair, Dairy Breakfasts, Sycamore 
Pumpkin Parade, Field Days, and several 
agricultural meetings – as a participant, 
speaker and broadcaster.

We take this opportunity to 
acknowledge Orion for six decades of 
greatness and thank him for being our 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau friend. ■

In 1984, Orion Samuelson (with Bob Collins) milked a cow owned by Bill Lenschow, 
of Sycamore, at Wrigley Field as part of a dairy promotion. He was familiar with 
milking cows by hand, having been raised on a Wisconsin dairy farm.

Orion was a regular at the Sandwich Fair, 
including judging the Beef Cookoff contest, 
here with Justin Martz.
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Robert Kauffman and his family are 
ensuring plentiful, fresh turkeys are 
available for families’ Thanksgiving 
feasts — especially important this 
year.

As the owner and operator of 
Ho-Ka Turkey Farm, Kauffman 
raises, processes and sells about 
60,000 turkeys annually near 
Waterman in DeKalb County. The 
fourth-generation farmer also grows 
about 200 acres of corn, which is 
ground for feed, and 140 acres of 
soybeans and wheat.

Direct sales from the on-farm retail 
store increased this year along with 
consumers’ growing interest in local 
food. “We’ve had more customers. 
They like the store,” Susan Kauffman, 
Robert’s wife said. Store hours are 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.

In addition to whole turkeys, Ho-Ka 
Farms (named for Howard Kauffman, 
Robert’s father) sells turkey products, 
such as roasts, drumsticks, thighs 

Fourth and fifth generations of the Kauffman family continue the Ho-Ka Turkey Farm tradition in DeKalb County. Robert Kauffman, 
holding the turkey, and his wife, Susan, second from right, join their family, (from left) Kayla Kauffman, Shawna Kauffman Bennett, 
Aaron Bennett and Nicole Kauffman. Photo courtesy of Kauffman family

Ho-Ka Turkey Farm ready for Thanksgiving
and breasts. The farm also makes 
and sells ground turkey and different 
varieties of turkey sausage.

About 13,000 turkeys, grazing on 
the family’s harvest wheat acres, 
are sold whole. Robert noted a few 
whole turkeys will be smoked and 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis for the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. Visit 
hokaturkeys.com for details and 
follow the farm on Facebook.

While on-farm retail sales have 
increased, Ho-Ka Farms lost sales 
when colleges closed earlier in the 
year. However, at least one market 
was regained when the University 
of Chicago reopened. Likewise, 
sales to restaurants stopped and then 
restarted.

This year due to pandemic, Ho-Ka 
Farms offers a pre-pay and advance 
order option with curbside delivery 
at the on-farm store, Susan added.

In addition to the on-farm store, 
Ho-Ka turkeys are sold year round 
at Joseph’s Finest Meats, Chicago; 

Inboden’s Meat Market, DeKalb; 
Tischler’s Market, Plainfield; and 
several Sunset Foods stores in the 
Chicago area. Ho-Ka turkeys are 
available seasonally at a number 
of stores; check the website for 
locations.

Robert credited his father, Howard, 
for starting the family’s turkey 
enterprise. Howard encouraged his 
father, William, to start raising the 
birds. The farm’s origins go back to 
William’s father, Abram, who started 
the family farm after the Civil War.

Many turkeys later, the Kauffman 
family is preparing for yet another 
busy holiday season. “We’re 
always really busy the week before 
Thanksgiving. There is a line to wait 
(for a fresh turkey),” Susan said. ■
                      Source:  Illinois Farm Bureau 

Fresh turkeys are available locally 
at Ho-Ka Farm & Inboden’s Meat 
Market. 
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Teacher
 Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Lisa Fleming
Teaching
School:  Indian Creek High School

Grade:  Freshmen thru seniors

Subjects:  Geometry and calculus

Number of years teaching:  18 years

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I have been an Ag Literacy Ambassador for many 
years and participated in the Harvest Dinner as a farmer. I farm with my husband and son.

What do you enjoy most about teaching? My favorite part about teaching is having 
conversations with students. I tell them teaching isn’t a job, it’s just me having a 
conversation about math with them.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom? I took my students on a field 
trip to Marquis Energy Ethanol Plant in Hennepin. We toured the facilities and saw how 
efficient, clean, and big the plant is. The students were amazed at the amount of ethanol 
produced each day, and how many trucks are needed to bring corn to the plant. It made a 
connection to their everyday lives. 

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming? Students are removed 
from the farm even though we are surrounded by fields. They need to understand that my 
family would never grow food that wasn’t safe for them. They need to trust what we do on 
our farm and ask WHY? Most farmers are willing to share their story if someone asks. 

Personal
Hometown:  Shabbona - I went to school in 
the district I now teach in!

Family:  Husband, Greg, and two children, 
Dane and Samantha

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree in 
Math Education from NIU; Master’s Degree 
in Curriculum and Educational Leadership 
from Aurora University

Favorites
Quote:  “Whatever you are, be a good one.” 
Abraham Lincoln

Hobbies:  Helping on the farm, reading, 
cooking

Music:  I love 80’s rock which I believe they 
call “retro” now.

Travel destination:  Disney World ■
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Safety tips for a jollier holiday season
The winter holiday season comes with its own unique safety needs. Whether 

its tree and holiday plant safety, holiday decorations, or holiday shopping, 
these tips can help keep your festivities holly and jolly.

Tree & holiday plant safety
1. Buy your tree from a local farm! Transported trees are usually cut earlier 

than locally grown trees and are more likely to be dry, which make them more 
prone to catching fire. If there are no local tree farms near you, ask how long 
ago your tree was cut down.

2. Is your tree parched? Shake the tree to see if it’s in need of some 
hydration. If green needles fall off, then the tree is dry. If brown needles fall 
from the inside, they likely fell years ago but were just trapped inside the tree. 
Either way, seeing what falls off your tree can be a good indicator of whether 
the tree is a potential fire hazard or not.

3. Cut one inch off the base of the tree – this helps water move more easily 
through the trunk and keeps your tree green. Many vendors will do this for you 
– just ask!

4. Speaking of water, once you pick the most festive tree, make sure you’re 
checking the water level daily. A six-foot tree should use a gallon of water 
every two days.

5. Keep those branches lovely – place the tree away from heat sources that 
could dry the tree out or cause a fire, such as indoor heaters or open flames.

6. Certain holiday plants – such as poinsettias, holly, and mistletoe – are 
toxic to humans and animals when ingested, so it’s important to keep them out 
of reach of kids and pets.

Holiday decorations
1. When decking the halls, keep indoor lights, indoor lighted decorations, 

and indoor extension cords inside the house – in many cases, these are not 
created for outdoor use.

2. Whether you’re purchasing decorations for your tree or are purchasing an 
artificial tree, only buy materials with a “fire resistant” label.

3. Limit use of decorations that have small parts and sharp edges, or that 
resemble food or candy. If you do use these decorations, keep them out of the 
reach of children.

4. Synchronizing your outdoor lights to a holiday soundtrack to be the envy 
of the neighborhood? Use only outdoor approved lights, lit decorations and 
extension cords. Of course, make sure to check all extension cords, lights, and 
lighted decorations for frays, loose connections, or damaged plugs. Finally, 
always unplug or turn off all decorations that use electricity before leaving the 
house or going to bed.

5. Candles, lighters, and matches all help to make the season bright, but they 
can also pose fire hazards. Keep candle wicks trimmed to 1/8 of an inch and 
keep all open flames away from trees and other evergreens, as well as curtains 
and other flammable surfaces.

Holiday shopping
Don’t let a grinch steal the holiday. 

Burglars are opportunistic, so keep 
your gifts from ending up in the wrong 
hands by keeping these things in mind:

1. Keep gift wrapped packages out 
of sight of your home’s windows and 
doors.

2. Plan ahead to retrieve any mail 
packages from your doorstep shortly 
after they arrive.

3. Don’t leave the boxes for those 
big-ticket items out on the street.  
Instead, put them in black trash bags 
and don’t run them to the curb until 
trash day.  Now would-be thieves won’t 
see what new gadgets you unwrapped.

4. When shopping, try to do so during 
daylight hours. If you find that you 
need to shop at night, make an event 
out of it and take a friend with you. 
Always be aware of your surroundings.

5. Last, in all the bustle and hustle 
of the season, don’t forget to keep 
records of credit card information and 
transactions in a safe place at home. ■
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SEEN IT
Farm Bureau continues to 
capture ag-related images 
throughout the county. 

Members, tell us what this is 
and where you saw it. Send 
your response to: connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call 
us at 815-756-6361 and share 
your name and address. Correct 
answers will be entered into a 
drawing for a $20 gift card.

In the next issue we will reveal 
the answer and information 
about this photo. ■
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SEEN IT Somewhere, Sept./Oct. 2020

Cornstalk horse at Honey Hill Orchard
When you visit Honey Hill Orchard north of Waterman one of the first things you 

see as you approach their big red apple barn is a horse and wagon. But this horse is 
made out of cornstalks and wears a hat.

Orchard owner Kathy Bock and her family have been creating the cornstalk horse 
each year for about 30 years. 

“We got the idea from my Aunt Hazel (who used to make a cornstalk horse),” said 
Kathy. “She lived in a really nice suburb in Barrington, so I’m not sure what her 
neighbors thought. Hazel also made it an anatomically correct male horse with an ear 
of corn! She was a character, to say the least.”  

Kathy’s former husband, Steve, built a wooden frame to secure the cornstalks to in 
order to form the shape of a horse. Several of their employees worked with Steve on 
creating the cornstalk horse over the years.

“So they are helping us carry on tradition,” continued Kathy. “It has pretty much 
stayed the same over the years. Occasionally we start out with a green horse if the stalks aren’t dry enough!”

If you didn’t see the cornstalk horse this year you will have to stop by next year when the apple orchard is open in 
September and October. Honey Hill Orchard is located 1 ½ miles north of Waterman on Waterman Road.

The winner of the SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Lillian Smith of Waterman. ■

Save on taxes by giving grain. 
The value of grain can be used to 
support charities in your community.

Farmers may donate corn or 
soybeans by delivering grain to a 
commercial elevator and designate 
it to the Gift of Grain account. 
Grain donations may be directed 
to either the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
or the DeKalb County Community 
Foundation. 

These two local Foundations are 
collaborating to promote philanthropy 
among the agriculture community. 
Farmers and landowners may 
earmark grain donations for specific 
initiatives. Some include: agriculture 
awareness, education, community 
development, literacy, local charities, 
natural resources, nonprofit support, 
scholarships and other programs.

By giving a gift of grain (instead 
of cash) farmers can realize a tax 
savings by not having to declare the 
amount of grain gifted as income for 
their farm. The grain gift would result 

Give a Gift of Grain in 2020 for charities

in a savings of self-employment tax, 
federal and state income tax, and at 
the same time 100% would go to 
charity.

Area elevators have the Gift of 
Grain information to help farmers 
with the grain donation. Once the 
grain has been donated, the elevator 
will sell it at the spot closing price 
on the day of the delivery for the 
Gift of Grain account which has 

been established at the Community 
Foundation. The Community Foundation 
will receive the monetary donation and 
disburse funds to the intended charitable 
group. 

For more information about the Gift 
of Grain contact: Mariam Wassmann, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation 
for Agriculture, 815-756-6361, or Dan 
Templin, DeKalb County Community 
Foundation, 815-748-5383. ■
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

University of Illinois Extension is pleased to announce Good Growing, a free, 
live webinar series with at-home follow-along activities. Extension Educators 
Andrew Holsinger, Chris Enroth, Ken Johnson and Katie Parker will lead this 
series of free webinars, and preregistration is required.
Christmas Tree Types and Care | Nov. 25 | 3-4 p.m.

Different types of Christmas trees offer different colors, strength of fragrance, 
needle retention, branch sturdiness, and other attributes. Join Local Foods and 
Small Farms Educator Katie Parker to learn about the different types of trees 
and how to care for your live tree. Illinois Extension educators will demonstrate 
how to create nature-themed ornaments, in this kid-friendly hands-on activity.
Fun with Evergreen Foliage | Dec. 2 | 3-4 p.m. 

Craft some holiday elegance with evergreen foliage for your home. Learn 
how to craft your favorite holiday décor and how to source suitable materials in 
your home landscape. Extension Educator Andrew Holsinger will demonstrate 
how to make a wreath and follow along at home with hands-on activities for 
kissing balls, outdoor holiday planters or evergreen gnomes.
Popular Holiday Plant Care | Dec. 9 | 3-4 p.m. 

Do you love buying holiday plants like poinsettia and amaryllis, but struggle 
to keep the plants alive through the holidays let alone keeping them going 

year-round? Join Illinois Extension educators 
as they discuss popular holiday plants and 
their care. During this webinar they will talk 
about poinsettia, amaryllis, holiday cactus, and 
Norfolk Island pine.  

Good Growing Winter Webinars
Holiday Spices | Dec. 16 | 3-4 p.m.

Ever wonder about where those 
holiday spices you’re using come from, 
or if you could grow them? Illinois 
Extension educators Ken Johnson and 
Chris Enroth will cover the origins and 
how to grow popular holiday spices 
such as nutmeg, cinnamon, clove, 
allspice, peppermint, citrus, and ginger.
Create a Winter Bird Haven | Jan. 6 | 
3-4 p.m.

Gardens are a haven for bird year-
round. Lots of wildlife use yards for 
over-wintering and provide a delightful 
spectacle on cold days. Attracting 
birds to the winter landscape can be 
incredibly rewarding for all ages. 

To register visit: https://extension.
illinois.edu/events/2020-11-25-good-
growing-webinar-christmas-tree-
types-and-care. ■
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USDA provides CFAP 2 assistance to farmers
USDA announced up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural producers who 

continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. 
Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) runs through Dec. 
11, 2020. 

Background - The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being 
made available from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and 
CARES Act to support row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and 
many additional commodities. USDA has incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 
based from stakeholder engagement and public feedback to better meet the needs of 
impacted farmers and ranchers.

Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county offices. This program provides financial 
assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased 
marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Producers will be compensated for ongoing market disruptions 
and assisted with the associated marketing costs.

CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price 
Trigger Commodities, Flat-Rate Crops and Sales Commodities. 

Price Trigger Commodities - Price trigger commodities are major commodities 
that meet a minimum 5-percent price decline over a specified period of time. 
Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, 
upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted 
acres of the crop, excluding prevented planting and experimental acres. 

Payments for price trigger crops will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres 
multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the eligible acres multiplied by 
a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied by a crop-specific payment 
rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual Production History (APH) 
approved yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk 
Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield for that crop will be used.

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 
2019 production.

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 
1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be 
estimated by FSA. 

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based 
on the maximum owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, 
on a date selected by the producer, between Apr. 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020.

Flat-Rate Crops - Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline 
trigger or do not have data available to calculate a price change will have payments 
calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These crops 
include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, 
mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others.

Sales Commodities - Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; 
nursery crops and floriculture; other commodities not included in the price trigger 
and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink (including pelts); 
mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included under 
the price trigger category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment 
calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid based on five 
payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales. 

Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first 
iteration of the program. If your agricultural operation has been impacted by the 
pandemic since April 2020, we encourage you to apply for CFAP 2. A complete list 
of eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found on farmers.
gov/cfap.

Eligibility - There is a payment 
limitation of $250,000 per person 
or entity for all commodities 
combined. Applicants who are 
corporations, limited liability 
companies, limited partnerships 
may qualify for additional payment 
limits when members actively 
provide personal labor or personal 
management for the farming 
operation. In addition, this special 
payment limitation provision has 
been expanded to include trusts 
and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2. 

Producers will also have to 
certify they meet the adjusted gross 
income limitation of $900,000 
unless at least 75 percent or more 
of their income is derived from 
farming, ranching or forestry-
related activities. Producers must 
also be in compliance with Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation provisions.

Applying for Assistance - 
Applications will be accepted 
through Dec. 11, 2020.

Additional information and 
application forms can be found at 
farmers.gov/cfap. Documentation 
to support the producer’s 
application and certification 
may be requested. All other 
eligibility forms, such as those 
related to adjusted gross income 
and payment information, can be 
downloaded from farmers.gov/
cfap/apply. For existing FSA 
customers, including those who 
participated in CFAP 1, many 
documents are likely already on 
file. Producers should check with 
FSA county office to see if any of 
the forms need to be updated. 

Customers seeking one-on-
one support with the CFAP 2 
application process can call 877-
508-8364 to speak directly with 
a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance. This is a recommended 
first step before a producer engages 
with the team at the FSA county 
office.

More information can be found 
at farmers.gov/coronavirus. ■
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For assistance and to obtain your DeKalb County Farm Bureau® 
membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.

fall
MEMBERSHIP 
SAVINGS

MEMBERS 
SAVE $500*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

LEVERAGE 
YOUR FARM 
BUREAU® 
MEMBERSHIP
& SAVE

MEMBERS
SAVE UP
TO $500*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

MEMBERS
SAVE UP
TO $5,000*
*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details

MEMBERS 
SAVE BIG 

*Please check www.ilfb.org for more details



Let us help maximize yield & profitability on all your acres by part-
nering with you to provide your operation the total package – from 
seed to crop protection, financing and custom application. We’ve 
got you covered.

Contact your local crop specialist today! 

GET THE TOTAL PACKAGE

CONSERVFS.COM

Malta    Scott Kurz    815-761-8350
Waterman   Andy VanLanduyt   815-786-5576
Waterman   Justin Wassmann   815-739-8224
Marengo    Pat Roach    815-739-9162



DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


