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What’s your new year’s resolution?
With the new year upon us, what resolutions do you have for taking care of your 
family? Whether it is better insurance coverage or help with your financial future, 
we can help show you the solutions we offer to help with your resolutions.
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a Virtual year
Virtual. Who would have thought 2020 would be a 

“Virtual” Year? 
We have all been a part of it – Zoom Meetings, 

Webinars, Teams Meetings and FaceTime to name a few. 
Did we like it? Well some did. And some didn’t. 
For this farmer, I didn’t like it. There is just something 

to be said about an in-person meeting. But after this past 
year I think it is going to change the way we meet going 
forward. 

Face the facts, we are all busy people. The time it 
takes to go to a meeting is valuable time. It is time we 
cannot get back. So to be able to go to a seminar without 
driving an hour may be the right decision. But to debate 
issues important to agriculture, it may make more sense 
to meet in person.

There is a lot to be learned from 2020. But let’s not get 
lost in the “virtual” defi nition. Virtual is used to describe 
something that exists in essence but not in actuality. 

That may work for some meetings. But for an organization 
representing farmers, we must be actual and not just exist 
in the essence.

In 2021, Farm Bureau will be that organization for you. 
We will learn from 2020 and better serve our members 
through technology. But at the end of the day, we will 
remain physical and be that voice that sits at the table.

I wish all of you a happy and successful 2021! ■
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FEBRUaRy
Feb. 11 & 25
Pesticide Testing
9 a.m.-noon

Feb. 20-27
National FFA Week

Feb. 22
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” farmer members
8 a.m.

MaRCH 
March 19
Deadline to apply for
High School Senior Scholarships

March 24
National Ag Day 

We miss seeing you 
Farm Bureau Members!
Farm Bureau members, we wish 
you continued good health in the 
new year. The Farm Bureau offi ce 
is open for business Monday thru 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please 
stop by or call 815-756-6361 to 
reach us and to meet with staff.

Find the snowfl ake  and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the snowfl ake 

(resembling the one here) in this 
month’s issue of our magazine and be 
eligible to win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-
756-6361, by Feb. 5 for your chance to 
win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the 
snowfl ake on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address and 
phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn 
to receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone 
contest was Don Peterson of Genoa. 
The pine cone was hidden on page 26 
in the fi eld trip photo of the December 
CONNECTIONS. ■

3 Weeks & Counting
Delays bother me. Pandemic or not, a delay 

tests my patience.  
It’s been over three weeks and our December 

CONNECTIONS magazine has not made it to 
my mailbox in rural Waterman. And for other 
members who reside south of DeKalb I don’t 
think it has shown up in your mailbox either.

It left the Sycamore post offi  ce in a timely 
fashion, mid-December, but for some reason 

our magazine can’t fi nd its way out of the Carol Stream post offi  ce to get to our 
local post offi  ces for delivery. 

I know the holiday times can be hectic for the post offi  ce but three weeks, 
REALLY? I could have walked from the suburbs to my mailbox quicker than it 
is taking mail to get to me. 

What bothers me most is that about 1,200 Farm Bureau members will be 
getting their magazine LATE. The holiday edition, after Christmas, after New 
Year’s. 

As much as we do our best to bring you your magazine, one glitch in the 
system can mess up a good thing. We apologize for this delay and hope it never 
happens again. But I can’t promise that. 

What I can promise you is that our staff  will continue to produce a fi ne quality 
publication and be your local source for agricultural literacy. Then hope that the 
magazine gets to your mailbox in a timely matter – before the next holiday rolls 
around! ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

About 90% of DeKalb County is farmland and 98% of the farmland is classified as prime 
by the USDA. Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical 
characteristics for producing food and crops and has the soil quality, growing season and 
moisture supply needed for growing high yielding crops.

The county’s rich prairie soils are some of the best in the country.

To preserve its 377,512 acres of prime farmland, the county has a solid land-use plan in place 
with development directed around municipalities. ■
                                                                                                                          Sources: USDA, 2017 Census of Agriculture

Preserving Prime Farmland
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Perspectives for 2021 Farm year
Farmers share their cautiously optimistic views of agriculture. 

Stacey Dolder
Somonauk Farmer
“I’m not sad to see 2020 go. I’m cautiously optimistic, 
but I think 2021 is going to be a great year for production 
agriculture. We have a new horizon in these grain markets 
now that we haven’t seen for a few years, and better 
technology than ever before for growing precision crops. 
We need to grow this year’s crops as economically as we 
can because I’m afraid our expenses will rise along with 
these higher grain prices. It’s our obligation as American 
farmers to produce high quality commodities to feed this 
ever hungry world we live in.”

Dan Steimel
DeKalb Farmer
“After a very wet May and dry August last year, it is easy to 
ask for “normal” weather, but we know that never happens. 
May we never have grocery store shelves empty or product 
processing chains disrupted again. 2020 was a great year to 
spend time with family on the farm, but let’s hope they go 
back to school.
It looks like there will be some marketing opportunities in 
2021 and I hope to be disciplined enough to take advantage of 
them. Finally, with many challenges ahead, I hope we can fi nd 
some political peace in 2021, somehow.” ►

Coming off  an unprecedented year of agriculture, what will 2021 bring? 
What will make for a smooth year of farming and improved profi tability? 
We asked local farmers to give us their views and perspectives for the 
2021farm year.   
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Jeff Heinsohn
Kirkland Farmer
“I’m hopeful for smoother travels 
through 2021, if nothing else 
we are more prepared.  The ag 
industry does an amazing job of 
getting fresh wholesome food 
to the consumers when, where, 
and how consumers want it – 
considering the challenges to 
adapt to and meet consumer 
needs in 2020. Hopefully the 
industry has learned a few tricks 
and is better prepared.  
I’m hoping that a positive 
outcome of 2020 can be that 

consumers and government offi  cials may have more appreciation for their 
food, where it comes from and the lengths that local farmers and processors 
go through, to bring food to them. And hope we continue to see a shift of 
thoughts from the idea we want cheap food – to the idea we want healthy, 
safe, nutritionally dense food that can sustain all of our health and a healthy 
rural economy.” 

Farm economy sees 
improvement 

The farm economy outlook 
is improving thanks to trade, 
COVID-19 relief and a market 
rally. The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) shares specifi cs 
on the improving conditions.

AFBF Chief Economist John 
Newton says one of the factors 
involves trade with China. “We 
could be close to record exports 
to China this year,” said Newton. 
“That’s signifi cant progress and a 
step in the right direction.”

Meanwhile, the latest 
COVID-19 relief package includes 
roughly $13 billion in additional 
support for farmers. 

“It puts a $20 per-acre payment 
for crops that were included in 
the CFAP-2 program, it includes 
support for contract livestock and 
poultry producers, it includes a 
supplemental payment for cattle 
producers, and it also includes 
no less than $1.5 billion for food 
distribution programs,” said 
Newton.

Add to that the ongoing market 
rally and Newton says the farm 
economy outlook is improving.

“We’ve seen the market get 
pretty tight in terms of supply over 
the last few months, especially 
with South American weather 
concerns. We’ve seen soybean 
and corn prices rally pretty 
signifi cantly. And I think moving 
into 2021 with prices where 
they are, we’re certain to see an 
expansion in soybean acres this 
spring.”

“So the outlook of the farm 
economy has certainly improved 
since late July and August of last 
year,” said Newton. ■
             Source: American Farm Bureau 

Norm Larson
Maple Park Farmer
“2020 was similar to other years where 
weather did not support a bumper crop. 
January 2021 is similar to other years 
where we are given a blank slate with 
plans and hopes for weather that allows 
us to get higher yields. Markets are 
similarly being infl uenced by South 
America experiencing hot and dry 
weather and no new crop here in the 
Midwest for eight more months.”
“The best strategy I see is to be patient 
and let the markets develop. 2020 saw 
most farmers getting everything sold 
early and they missed out when the 
market turned higher in August. I think 
that patience will get the best prices in 
2021.” 
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the

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside 
her father on their family farm in 
rural Hinckley growing corn and 
soybeans. She also is a clinical 
therapist and has her own business 
making artisan goat milk soap.

Our Family Farm
Yep, that’s me in the picture there. The littlest one second from the left, ready 

for the fi rst day of school. This is one of my favorite family pictures. Not only are 
my three wonderful siblings in the picture, but our farm dog and cattle are in the 
picture too, all part of the family. 

I always thought of our farm as part of our family. I think that is what drew me 
to come back to the farm and start farming alongside my dad. I missed that part 
of my family, our family farm. 

Farming Then - I remember 
growing up on the farm; we all had 
our diff erent roles to keep the farm 
going. My brother was in charge 
of feeding the cattle every day. 
My oldest sister helped slaughter 
the chickens. And my sister and I 
took our turns unloading wagons 
or working up the ground during 
harvest. 

Although the thing I remember 
most is pretending I was sick at 
school every day so I could come 
home and follow my dad around on 
the farm. 

I had little 
responsibility at such a 
young age, but my dad 
made me feel important 
when we would run 
errands to the ‘John 
Deere Store’ or when he 
would let me drive the 
tractors.

Farming Now - Today 
our roles on the farm 
have certainly changed. 
Now my dad and I work 
side-by-side to keep the 
farm going. 

We work together 
to plant and tend to 
the crops, fi x and 
maintain the tractors and 

Then - The Koenig siblings (from left): Anna, 
Elizabeth, Sarah, and Levi.

Now - The Koenig siblings (from left): Levi Thorn, 
Sarah Boone, Elizabeth Koenig, and Anna Minuth.

equipment, do all the paperwork 
and many of the things I was not 
part of when I was growing up. It 
has been a sharp learning curve in 
several areas!!

My siblings and their families are 
all still part of the farm, but their 
roles have changed as well. 

Now they all visit in the fall to 
help during harvest. My brother 
might unload some wagons, while I 
harvest corn in the combine and my 
dad checks to make sure everything 
is running smoothly and fi xes 
anything that might break down. 
And my mom and sisters entertain 
the kids and pack snacks for tractor 
and combine rides. 

I am so thankful for our family 
farm. I couldn’t imagine growing 
up any other way!

I’m thankful for the memories we 
have created on the farm. And am 
thankful for the opportunity to create 
many more memories to come with 
my family on the farm. ■
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FaRM COUNTRy

Want to hear local cash bids for 
corn and beans? Listen to RFD 
on the radio?

WLBK and WSPY radio 
stations continue to off er ag 
programs for local listeners. 
Tune into these stations to hear 
ag markets and news.

WLBK, 1360 AM and 98.9 
FM, and WSPY, 107.1 FM, 
are locally owned by Nelson 
Multimedia, Inc. WLBK is based 
out of DeKalb and WSPY is 
based out of Plano. 

On WSPY, cash grain bids are 
provided between 12:20 p.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. from CHS Elburn 
Newark (Newark, Morris and 
Rt. 47 terminal) and the DeLong 
Company (Waterman and 
Minooka locations). 

Both stations provide ag 
information during the BARN 
– Big Ag Radio Network – 
segment from 12:30 until 1 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

Illinois Farm Bureau’s RFD 
Network is broadcast Monday 
through Friday from 5:36 to 6 
a.m. on WLBK and on WSPY 
weekdays from 5:06 to 5:20 a.m. 
and on Saturdays from 5:36 until 
5:44 a.m. 

See the complete schedule of 
ag programs which air Monday 
through Friday.

Tune into local stations for ag programs

Online training and webinars will 
be off ered as options for Certifi ed 
Livestock Manager Training 
(CLMT) by the University of Illinois 
Extension.

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture has approved the two 
options for training of livestock 
producers with more than 300 animal 
units. Once producers complete the 

Online ClM training, webinars offered for livestock producers
training, they will be certifi ed for 
three years.

Online training may be accessed 
at any time online. Producers may 
complete the modules and test 
according to their own pace.

Webinars will be provided at 9 a.m. 
Feb. 9 and March 4. Producers must 
preregister at go.illinois.edu/CLMT 
and pay $40. Participants must attend 

all four hours of a webinar to receive 
their certifi cate and a password to 
complete the online test. Questions 
about registration may be directed to 
815-858-2273.

U of I Extension will also host 
information sessions regarding the 
training options. The sessions will 
provide information about navigating 
the online testing website. No 
registration is required. ■

Listen to Rita Frazer and DeLoss Jahnke on RFD Radio, Illinois Farm Bureau’s radio 
network for ag news. 

WLBK, 1360 AM & 98.9 FM
Market Updates, 12:31 p.m.
CBOT/CME Report, 12:34 p.m.
Ag Week Updates, 12:37 p.m.
Ag Week Updates, 12:40 p.m.
Livestock Market Updates, 12:43 p.m.
Inside Ag, 12:46 p.m.
Midday Summary, 12:55 p.m.
RFD Illinois, 5:36 a.m. ■

WSPY, 107.1 FM
Cash Grain Bids, 12:20 p.m.
Market Updates, 12:31 p.m.
Ag Week Updates, 12:40 p.m.
Livestock Market Updates, 12:43 p.m.
Inside Ag, 12:46 p.m.
Midday Summary, 12:55 p.m.
Morning Ag News Summary, 5:06 a.m.
Early AM Markets with Jim Taylor, 5:11 a.m.
Ag Week Updates, 5:13 a.m. 
RFD Illinois, 5:06 a.m., Sat., 5:36 a.m.
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FaRM COUNTRy

annual Meeting Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Business Meeting of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau will be held on Monday, Feb. 22 at 8 a.m. in the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building, Sycamore, IL to receive reports of 
the tellers of election for directors for the past year; and if approved, confirm 
the reports of the officers for the year ending Dec. 31, 2020 and any other 
business that may properly come before the meeting.  Roy Plote, Secretary ■

Farmers can test in-person for 
license renewal.

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture and the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau are partnering to offer 
in-person pesticide testing in the 
upcoming months.  

Testing will be made available at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building on Thursdays, Feb. 11 
and Feb 25 pending gathering 
restrictions, with additional 
opportunities to follow the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month 
until further notice.

Testing will begin at 9 a.m. and go 
until noon each day, with all testing 
needs available on site. Availability 
will be limited to within the Restore 
Illinois guidelines due to COVID-19 
and facility restrictions.  

Anyone interested in scheduling 

Pesticide testing offered at Farm Bureau
should visit https://www2.illinois.
gov/sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/in-
person-testing.aspx to review the 
rules about in-person testing and to 
schedule their time and location. 

Specific questions about pesticide 
testing can be directed to the IDOA 
DeKalb office at 815-787-5476.

The Department of Agriculture also 
offers on-line testing. 

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license 

is needed for farmers who apply and 
purchase restricted-use pesticides. 
The fee for the applicator license is 
$30. 

Applicants must complete an 
examination and obtain a score of at 
least 70 percent. The Department of 
Agriculture administers the test. 

As part of the certification and 
licensing program, the Department 
conducts various types of inspections 
and pesticide application records 
checks. ■
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We stay up to date with animal practices and food safety 
measures by maintaining specifi c certifi cations that require 
education in both meat quality and animal welfare. These are 
programs are provided by our veterinarian service as well as 
our meat processors (like Tyson, Farmland, Smithfi eld).

One of the certifi cations is Pork Quality Assurance  
or PQA. This means that we have been certifi ed by our 
veterinarian that we are using proper procedures while 
caring for our animals. This includes the proper use and 
administration of medications and vaccines. 

Withdrawal times from medications are very important in 
meat production. An animal cannot be treated too close to 
slaughter as to make sure that the medication has had ample 
time to be metabolized and therefore, not be present in the 
meat. This is something we watch very closely in order to 
produce a meat product that is safe.

The PQA certifi cation process also trains producers on the 
evolving practices of humane treatment of animals. We take 
pride in providing good care for hogs raised on our farm.

The second major certifi cation is Trucker Quality 
Assurance or TQA. This ensures the person driving the 
vehicle containing livestock has been properly trained to 
transport animals to the meat processing facility. 

This includes how to properly and humanely move the 
animals from the farm to the meat facility – moving the 
livestock from their pens to the trailers and then off  the 
trailers – as well as the time they are in a trailer during the 
transportation time. 

It’s important for truckers to be educated in these methods 
for both the sake of the animal’s welfare and the meat 
quality. This training also covers what to do in emergency 
situations while transporting the animals, like how to get the 
animals out of the trailer if the truck was in an accident. 

Q: How do livestock farmers keep up-to-date with 
animal practices and food safety measures?

A: Farmers are trained and certifi ed to stay 
current with USDA and FDA regulations.

Got a question 
for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers as 
space allows in upcoming issues of 
CONNECTIONS.

Both of these certifi cations are achieved by 
studying material, taking classes, and exams. By 
keeping our PQA and TQA certifi cations up to 
date we are staying current with standard USDA 
and FDA regulations.

Animal care and meat quality are top priorities 
as they go hand-in-hand on our family’s hog 
farm. ■

                                  Dan & Ashley Hartmann

The Hartmanns – Dan and Ashley – raise pigs and 
grow corn and soybeans on their family farm. They 
reside in Sycamore with their children Layla and 
Oliver. Dan is a 4th generation farmer.
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Applications are now available for 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation High School Senior 
Scholarships.

The Foundation will grant 10 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors pursuing a college education. 
High school seniors who will be 
attending a two or four-year college, 
university or vocational/technical 
school in the fall of 2021 are eligible 
to apply. 

To be eligible, a student’s 
immediate family must have been 
a member in good standing of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
continuously since 2019.

Farm Bureau scholarships now available
SCHOlaRSHIPS

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek students
Applications are now being accepted for the Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship. 

Last year, this scholarship was started 
by the Barshinger family in memory of the 
late Joe Barshinger, a lifelong grain and 
livestock farmer who farmed in Shabbona 
and Waterman. Joe was an avid supporter of 
youth and organizations like FFA and 4-H.

The Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship is for 
graduating seniors from Indian Creek High 
School. Applicant must also be a member of 
the FFA Chapter or a 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded 
to a deserving student who plans to attend 
a community college, university or trade 
school and study agriculture. 

The scholarship is administered by the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation and follows similar guidelines as other Foundation 
scholarships. To qualify, applicants’ parents must be members of the Farm 
Bureau for two years prior to applying (since 2019). 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger Scholarship recipient will be based 
on academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, leadership, and community 
service.  

To apply go to: www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. Scholarship 
deadline is Friday, March 19. ■

Scholarship selection is based on 
academics, leadership, and community 
service. The scholarship award is for 
a total of $1,200 for the freshman year 
of college.

The application form is available 
at: PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. 

Students will need to complete the 
application and submit online. A 
high school transcript and academic 
information is also required from 
high school counselors.  

The complete application is due 
by Friday, March 19. ■

IAA offers scholarships
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) 

members and their children are 
encouraged to apply for 77 college 
scholarships off ered by the IAA 
Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
charitable arm. 

The scholarships, ranging from 
$1,000 to $7,500, will be awarded in 
total of $123,000 for the 2021-2022 
school year. 

All applicants must be current high 
school seniors or students already 
enrolled at an accredited college or 
university. Scholarships are awarded 
for exceptional academics, leadership 
experiences and community 
involvement. 

Previous winners of an IAA 
Foundation scholarship are eligible to 
apply again.

A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility guidelines 
is available on the Foundation 
website, www.iaafoundation.org. 
The application must be completed 
online by Feb. 15. 

For more information, contact the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232, or 
e-mail Jennifer Smith at jsmith@ilfb.
org. ■

Celebrating 65 years of Senior Scholarships
This year marks the 65th year of awarding Farm Bureau High School 

Senior Scholarships.
Back in 1956, Farm Bureau awarded fi ve scholarships of $110 each to 

students attending Northern Illinois State College (NIU) – Janet McKenzie, 
DeKalb; Phyllis Kuppler, Somonauk; Janice Olson, Waterman; Kalah 
Olson, Shabbona; and Richard Bark, Sandwich. 

This year, 10 high school seniors will be selected to receive DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation’s Senior Scholarship of $1,200 each to 
apply towards tuition at colleges of their choice.

In 65 years Farm Bureau has awarded 1,160 scholarships to high 
school seniors. Selection of scholarship recipients is based on academics, 
leadership and community service by a Scholarship Committee. ■
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SCHOlaRSHIPS

ag scholarships offered to local students
Check out these scholarships for college students pursuing agricultural fi elds of study. 

AGCO - AGCO is off ering scholarships to students in Illinois pursuing 
ag-related college degrees.

AGCO Parts Platinum Scholarship ($2,500) – One scholarship award 
will be given to a student who has completed at least one full year of 
college education in an ag-related fi eld.

• AGCO Global Women’s Network Scholarship ($1,000) – Two 
scholarships will be provided for the college education of female students 
pursuing degrees in an ag-related career fi eld.

• AGCO Parts Division Scholarship ($1,000) – Two scholarships will 
be given for the college education of students pursuing degrees in an ag-
related career fi eld.

Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website: 
www.kanecfb.com or by contacting their Foundation at 630-584-8660.

Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

Compeer - Compeer Financial is now accepting applications for its 
high school senior scholarship program. 

Graduating high school seniors will be awarded $1,500 scholarships. 
The Compeer Financial Scholarship Program is designed for students 

who will major in agriculture or an agriculture-related fi eld, or have 
an agricultural or rural background. Students who plan on attending a 
college, university or technical school are eligible.

To qualify, graduating seniors must live in Compeer Financial’s 144-
county territory and have a 3.0 or higher GPA. 

Scholarship recipients are selected based on a combination of 
academic achievement, agricultural and community youth organization 
involvement and essays. 

To apply, students should visit www.compeer.com to download the 
application form. Applications must be received by March 15. ■

John Buck Memorial - Applications are now being accepted for 
the John Buck Memorial Scholarship. High school students in DeKalb, 
Kane, McHenry, Boone, Lake, DuPage or Will County are eligible to 
apply. 

John Buck was the founder of Buck Brothers, Inc. and J.W. Turf, 
dealers and distributors of John Deere farm equipment and golf course 
maintenance equipment, respectively. In recognition of Buck’s passion 
for agriculture and golf, his family and friends established the John Buck 
Memorial Scholarship for agriculture students through the Kane County 
Farm Bureau Foundation.

Two $1,500 scholarships will be given to high school seniors who will 
be pursuing college education in an ag-related fi eld.

Applications are available on the Kane County Farm Bureau website 
at www.kanecfb.com, through the local county Farm Bureau offi  ces, 
at Buck Brothers, Inc. or J.W. Turf in Hampshire or by contacting 
Steve Arnold, Executive Director of the Kane County Farm Bureau 
Foundation, at 630-584-8660. 

The application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

DeKalb County SWCD - The 
DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District provides 
two scholarship opportunities for 
2021. Scholarship information and 
applications are posted on their website 
www.swcdekalbil.org under the News/
Events tab. 

Simonson Scholarship - This 
scholarship awards one DeKalb County 
high school graduating senior with 
$1,000 that is interested in or intending 
to pursue a career in agriculture, the 
environment, or land use. 

The deadline for application is 
March 31. Applications postmarked 
after this date will not be considered. 
The award recipient will be chosen on 
or before April 30 and the award will be 
granted by May 31. 

This scholarship application should 
be mailed to: DCSWCD, Simonson 
Scholarship, 1350 W. Prairie Drive, 
Sycamore, IL 60178.

Soil and Water Stewardship 
Scholarship - The Soil and Water 
Stewardship Scholarship seeks to 
provide fi nancial support to students 
enrolled fulltime at an accredited two or 
four-year community college, college, or 
university, which will lead to a career in 
a natural resource fi eld. 

The scholarship will be awarded in 
amounts up to $1,000. Scholarship 
money may be used for tuition, fees, 
books, supplies and/or equipment 
required for courses. Scholarship money 
may not be used for room and board.

Application deadline is Feb. 15. 
Mail to: Winnebago County 
SWCD, 4833 Owen Center Rd. 
Rockford IL 61101-6007 or email 
NEILStewardship@gmail.com.

For more information regarding these 
scholarships, please call the DeKalb 
County SWCD Offi  ce at 815-756-3234, 
ext. 9493. ■



Farm Bureau 
PRIORITIES
Advocate for the farmer role 
within the food supply chain.
The Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) has developed an 
action plan which identifi es focus areas to improve farm 
profi tability during the pandemic and heading into the 2021 
growing season.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau shares highlights of 
their policy initiatives in this and upcoming issues of 
CONNECTIONS. This is one of fi ve priorities in the IFB 
action plan. 

Goal: Address concentration and resiliency in the food system 
to avoid disruption and provide fair market opportunities for farmers, 
as well as explore options for farmers to enhance profi tability through 
specialty and value-added markets.
During the early phases of COVID, rapid shifts in demand drove commodity 
prices down for Illinois farmers. Consumers experienced higher prices and retail food 
shortages. This dramatic shock to the food supply has raised questions about the resiliency of the 
U.S. food system, over the previous markers of a successful system: effi  ciency, volume, and low prices for consumers.
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• Highlight the unique farmer 
role as end user of inputs and 
originator of food crops and 
advocate for needs.

• Advocate for agriculture as an 
essential business and farmers 
as essential workers.

• Lift up pricing concerns to 
ensure farmers are receiving 
fair market value for their 
products and build momentum 
with elected offi  cials for change, 
including by providing input to 
AFBF and monitoring cases of 
price manipulation through the 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) and USDA. 

• Identify bottlenecks in the supply 
chain and advocate with food 
businesses and industry partners 
for the farmer capacity to supply 
and fairness in production and 
pricing. 

• Continue to strengthen 
partnerships throughout the 
food supply chain, from food 
companies to non-profi ts and 
university experts.

• Identify and advocate for 
regulatory relief opportunities 
for livestock and food crop 
producers, and for small meat 
processors in Illinois.

• Identify federal grants or low-
interest loan opportunities 
through USDA Rural 
Development for small food 
processors in rural communities.

• Partner with the IL and American 
Association of Meat Processors, 
IL university meat science 
departments/programs, and the IL 
Crop Improvement Association/
American Seed Trade Association 
to connect farmers to 
processors and products to retail 
and consumers.

• Provide tools and support to 
county Farm Bureaus to help 
them counter animal activist 
activity.

• Support the growing local food 
movement by highlighting farms 
and making it easier for county 
Farm Bureaus to promote their 
members.

• Support agritourism businesses 
by pushing for liability relief and 
developing emergency protocols 
and season contingency plans.

• Promote to the public and elected 
offi  cials the ability of farmers to 
grow and provide food during a 
major pandemic and other times 
of national need. ■

Illinois Farm Bureau Action:



legislative initiatives set for 2021 year
The Illinois Farm Bureau Board of Directors has approved state 

legislative initiatives for the new year that will benefi t Illinois farmers. 

2021 State Legislative Priorities:
• Seek to maintain the tax policy provisions that currently exist in Illinois 

that provide economic stability for the agricultural industry including the 
agricultural sales tax exemptions for seed, feed, fertilizer/chemicals and 
equipment.

• Work to maintain adequate state funding for key Illinois Department 
of Agriculture programs like meat/poultry/egg inspectors, environmental 
programs, warehouse oversight, and veterinarian programs. This includes 
advocating for a viable and independent Illinois Department of Agriculture.

• Maintain a balanced process for siting livestock farms through the 
Livestock Management Facilities Act (LMFA) that protects both the 
environment and farmers’ ability to raise livestock.

• Support legislation limiting liability on agritourism for inherent risks.
• Support the expansion and enhancement of high-speed broadband while 

protecting the private property rights of farmers during the installation, 
maintenance, and upgrading of current services.

• Engage in renewable energy policy discussions to minimize the 
negative impact to agriculture and to promote the use of renewable fuels as 
a solution for reducing emissions from the transportation sector. 

• Support Biofuels markets through programs that encourage the use of 
ethanol and soybean-based biodiesel.

• Support Illinois Farmer Mental Health Assistance Program.

Representative
Jeff Keicher (R)

70th District
2018-present

Springfi eld Offi  ce:
218-N Stratton Offi  ce Building

Springfi eld, IL 62706
217-782-0425
District Offi  ce:

158 W. State St., Suite C
Sycamore, IL 60178

815-748-3494

• Educate members of the General 
Assembly on the importance of the 
Farmland Assessment Law. ■

State legislators serving DeKalb County

Senator
Dave Syverson (R)

35th District
1993-present

Springfi eld Offi  ce:
105E Capitol Building
Springfi eld, IL 62706

217-782-5413
District Offi  ce:

State of Illinois Building
200 S. Wyman, Suite 302

Rockford, IL 61101
815-987-7555

Senator
Brian W. Stewart (R)

45th District
2013-2018 (House), 

2018-present (Senate)
Springfi eld Offi  ce:

105C Capitol Building
Springfi eld, IL 62706

217-782-0180
District Offi  ce:

50 W. Douglas St., Suite 1001
Freeport, IL 61032

815-284-0045

Representative
Tom Demmer (R)

90th District
2013-present

Springfi eld Offi  ce:
314 Capitol Building
Springfi eld, IL 62706

217-782-0535
District Offi  ce:

105 E#. First St., Suite 110
Dixon, IL 61021
815-561-3690
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A glimpse of local history

In the Beginning
Our local county government started on March 4, 1837 

when DeKalb County was organized from Kane County 
by the Illinois Legislature and by an election of registered 
voters.    

Previously, in 1836 this area was part of Kane County 
with Geneva as its county seat. It was very diffi  cult for 
the western settlers to reach Geneva because of the nearly 
impassable roads and swamp areas. Settlers demanded a 
review of the county and the decision to spin off  another 
county was made.

DeKalb County was established as a county 
commissioner’s form of government (compared to our 
current board of supervisors). Three men were elected as 
the fi rst county commissioners on July 3, 1837. The three 
commissioners were; Rufus Colton, Robert Sterrett and 
Levi Lee.  

Because the county seat had not been established, the fi rst 
session of court held July 11, 1837 at the home of Rufus 
Colton. They divided the county into fi ve election precincts/voting districts.    
They were Kingston, Sycamore, Orange, Somonauk, and Paw Paw.  

Sycamore, Coltonville, and Brush Point 
were front runners to win the prize of 
county seat knowing that it would greatly 
increase the value of the land. Sycamore 
was eventually chosen by vote because the 
location was on high ground and a state 
route running through it making it more 
accessible than the two others.

The fi rst courthouse, in 1839, was across 
the street from the current courthouse. It 
was a two story frame building, 20 feet 
wide and 30 feet long. As the area grew in 
population, it soon became apparent that 
this building was too small.  

Courthouse number two was built 
in 1850 in the public square where the 
current courthouse is now located. It was 
40 by 60 feet, a two story brick building 
with a large clock tower. Then in 1863 a 
west wing was added to the building.  

Courthouse number two was used from 1850 until Courthouse 
number three was put into use in 1905. This view shows the 
1863 west wing addition.

This 1850 map shows the original election 
precincts/voting districts and changes made 
to current townships.

The county population had grown 
to 7,500 in 1850. The county 
commissioner form of government 
was now changed to the township 
form of government that we have 
today. 

The election precincts/voting 
districts were divided into 13 
townships consisting of: Liberty 
(Mayfi eld), Vernon (South Grove), 
Franklin, Kingston, Genoa, Paw 
Paw, Somonauk, Shabbona, Clinton, 
Squaw Grove, Richland (Pierce 
and Cortland), Orange (DeKalb 
and Malta) and Sycamore. Over the 
ensuing years, these locations were 
further redesigned.

The third courthouse, started 
in 1904, began with a major fi ght 
between DeKalb and Sycamore to 
relocate the county seat to DeKalb. 
Years of legal battle ended with the 
courthouse staying in Sycamore and a 
new beautiful courthouse was built. ■

Information provided by Sue Breese
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DeKalb County’s Courthouse
The current courthouse is the third courthouse for DeKalb County. The 
main structure is 115 years old but has had several updates, remodels 
and additions through the years at its location on Rt. 64 in downtown 
Sycamore.
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DeKalb County has a new leader who knows agriculture.  
John Frieders brings a diff erent perspective to the County Board as 

its recently elected chairman. The lifelong farmer understands county 
government and knows its actions can have a direct impact on agriculture.

“So much of what the county does aff ects agriculture,” said John. “From 
roads, to land use, solar/wind projects, zoning and property rights – these all 
impact our local farms.”   

Agriculture is the lifeblood of this DeKalb County Board Chairman, a hog 
and grain farmer from rural Sandwich. The new chairman exudes enthusiasm 
for his leadership role and the opportunity to represent agriculture as well as 
other sectors. 

“We have good agricultural representation on the County Board now 
and have in the past. Others not connected to agriculture also bring life 
experiences and expertise to our board,” stated John.

In December, John was elected chairman in a unanimous vote by the 
24-member County Board comprised of 13 Republicans and 11 Democrats. 
He replaced former chairman Mark Pietrowski, who stepped down as 
chairman after six years. 

John previously served as vice 
chairman for the past three years and 
has been a County Board member 
representing District 12 (Sandwich 
and Somonauk) for eight years. 

He joins an elite group of past 
County Board Chairmen with 
agricultural connections in the last 
40 years. Previous farmers/farmland 
owners who led the county included: 
Larry Anderson, Bob Pritchard, Dick 
Underwood, Bob Hutcheson, Quentin 
Dailey and Don Lundeen. ►

(Above) With briefcase in hand, John 
Frieders is ready to lead DeKalb County 
Board meetings. He has an offi ce in the 
County Administrative Building.



January 2021    CONNECTIONS      19    

“When the hogs are doing well it’s a good start to the day,” says Sandwich farmer 
John Frieders. John raises hogs and grain with his son and brother. 

John’s fi rst County Board Meeting as chairman was 
held virtually this month, just like most of last year’s 
meetings due to the pandemic. The Zoom meetings 
work, but lack in-person conversations and being able to 
develop face-to-face relationships, noted John.

John and other board members are tasked with 
keeping a watchful eye on county government activities/
fi nances and providing direction to 525 county staff . 

“DeKalb County is doing well, all things considered. 
The county has its challenges but we will work through 
them,” said John. Most recently the county is in the 
midst of hiring a new County Administrator to replace 
Gary Hanson who retired. 

“We’re also concerned about the state of businesses 
throughout the county during the pandemic. We want 
them to survive and fl ourish,” said the County Board 
Chairman.

With briefcase in hand, John goes to his offi  ce at the 
County Administrative Building in Sycamore about 
once a week or more frequent as needed. Otherwise 
he works from his farm offi  ce at his home on Pine 
Road. And when he’s not fulfi lling his County Board 
responsibilities, you guessed it, he’s working on the family farm.

John, 64, farms with his son, Chris, and brother, Gary. One of John’s 
favorite farm chores is taking care of the hogs in their wean-to-fi nish operation 
and planting corn. 

“When the pigs are doing well it’s a good start to the day. And when 
the weather is nice, it’s hard to beat a day of planting corn,” said the third 
generation farmer.

When John isn’t working he enjoys relaxing with his family. Sunday family 
dinners are especially heartwarming for him and his wife, Linda, a retired 
nurse. Their adult children all reside in the Sandwich area. Chris lives on the 
main farmstead, across the road from John and Linda’s house. Daughter Kari 
is a nurse at Northwestern Medicine, and the youngest, Emily, is a special 
education teacher.

It’s because he’s got the support of 
his family that John can devote time 
to the County Board chairmanship. 
He also credits his past leadership 
of serving on the Sandwich School 
Board for 20 years and being 
president, as well as serving on the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Board 
for 16 years, as good experiences 
leading up to the DeKalb County 
Board. 

“There’s a lot to being County 
Board Chairman,” said John. “I 
have a pulse for the Sandwich and 
Somonauk areas, but not Genoa or 
Sycamore. I know the issues diff er 
throughout the county so I count on 
other board members for the pulse 
of their communities. That’s what 
makes the County Board work and 
I’m happy to be part of it.” ►

Antiques and collectibles adorn the walls of John Frieder’s farm offi ce. 
He and his wife Linda enjoy collecting antiques for their farm home. 

“So much of what the county 
does affects agriculture. 
From roads, to land use, 
solar/wind projects, zoning 
and property rights – these 
all impact our local farms.”  
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Larry Anderson
County Board Chairman, 2011-2012
Farmer from Malta
“During my term as County Board 
Chairman, the courthouse addition was 
expanded and completed in 2012 to better 
serve the county residents. Other major 
highlights were: Expand the fi ber optic 
network throughout the county, increase 
the forest preserve acreage to keep ahead 
of the increase usage, and hire a new 
county highway engineer to better serve 
all the township road commissioners.                                           
My top priority was that I was always 
working for the best interest of the 
taxpayers of the county.” 

Bob Pritchard
County Board Chairman, 1998-2003
Farmland owner from Hinckley
“As I began my tenure as Board Chair, 
the county set four goals: slow tax growth 
and seek property tax relief, look for 
ways to reduce the cost of government 
and cooperate with municipalities to plan 
regionally for growth, manage growth for 
minimal impact on farming and quality of 
life, and upgrade county facilities. With 
the board’s tenacity and staff  eff orts we 
achieved these goals.
After much study and planning, the 
county broke ground for new facilities 
for the County Health Department and 
Rehab and Nursing Center in 1998. A 
new Highway Department Building 

and Legislative Center were completed in 2002. The Board also decided to 
expand the County Jail at its current sight. The county also saw the formation 
of a new 570 acre state park and 356 acres added to the county forest preserve 
system. Other notables: consolidation of 9-1-1 centers, creation of the county 
Information Technology Department, and development of the county’s website.
During this period the County Land Use Plan was revised. A Regional 
Plan Commission was formed in 2002. The county also adopted a Unifi ed 
Comprehensive Plan in cooperation with all the municipalities. All of this 
work was focused on orderly growth around existing communities and the 
preservation of farmland.” ►

Former County 
Board Chairmen 
with ag Connections
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Richard “Dick” Underwood
County Board Chairman, 1995-1996
Farmland owner from Somonauk

“One thing I promoted as County Board 
Chairman was having no aisle between 
the Republicans and Democrats at County 
Board meetings. Instead members were 
seated in alphabetical order. I had a 
Republican on one side and a Democrat 
on the other side. I voted on issues, not 
based on party affi  liation. If Springfi eld 
could do the same we would get more 
accomplished!
During my term as chairman we fi nished 
Peace Road, from Rt. 64 north to Rt. 23. 
We made Somonauk Road and Chicago 
Road a 4-way stop to prevent accidents. 
We also moved County Board meetings 
from the Courthouse to the new gathering 
room in the Administration Building.”

Bob Hutcheson
County Board Chairman, 1991-1994
Farmer from Malta

“During my chairmanship, the County 
Farm property was sold on Sycamore 
Road in 1994. The sale resulted in 
commercial development and a sales 
tax sharing agreement with the City of 
DeKalb brought property tax relief from 
the cost of the proposed new buildings 
(adding on to the Courthouse and 
building the new Health Department and 
County Rehab and Nursing Home).
The new 9-1-1 system became 
operational, which was a benefi t to rural 
residents throughout the county in 1993. 
While these actions were benefi cial 
to everyone in the county, all helped 
agriculture as well.” ►
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Karen Cribben 
Somonauk

Ag Connections:  I am 
recently retired, but did 
work full time. I worked 25 
years for what was formerly 
Farm Credit Services and 
then went on to work at the 
DeKalb County Offi  ce of 
Assessments, which gave 
me some insight into farm 
lending and appraisals, and 
assessment practices. On our 
Somonauk farm, operated 

by my husband Dan, we raise corn and soybeans. We have a cow-calf herd and 
feeder calves. We also have a farm in Wisconsin where we also raise corn and 
soybeans.

County Board District:  District 11
Townships Served:  Clinton, Victor, Squaw Grove, Afton, Pierce and parts of 

Cortland and Somonauk Townships
Years Served on County Board:  Since August, 2019
County Board Committees/Chairmanships: I serve on Health and Human 

Services and Law and Justice Committees. I am Vice Chairman of Health and 
Human Services for this term.

Why is it important to have agricultural representation on the County 
Board? When you consider that approximately 90% of the 406,000 acres in 
DeKalb County is considered agricultural, I believe it is very important to have 
people on the board who have an agricultural background or understand the 
dynamics of farming and what that brings to the community. 

Granted the majority of our population is in the municipalities, and we do 
have Northern Illinois University and Kishwaukee College, which contribute 
greatly to our county. But, because our county is so diverse, I believe all parts 
of the county must be represented fairly, including the agricultural community.  

Patrick Deutsch, Sycamore 
Ag Connections:  Deutsch Farm, 

dairy and grain farm in partnership 
with brother, William. 

County Board District: 3
Townships Served: Parts of 

Sycamore and Cortland 
Years Served on County Board: 

First term, newly elected in 2020
County Board Committees/

Chairmanships: Member of the 
Highway and the Forest Preserve 
Committees 

Why is it important to have 
agricultural representation on the 
County Board? To make sure that any 

new developments that would fall under county jurisdiction will not negatively 
aff ect agriculture and the rural areas of the county while still encouraging 
economic growth in the county. ►

County Board 
Members Represent 
agriculture
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Steve Faivre 
Sycamore

Ag Connections: 
Ag-related enterprises 
include 25 years farming 
in DeKalb County, 5 
years CaseIH, 9 years 
John Deere, currently 
member of Bonterra 
Group, LLC, MN 
farmland owner, and 
manager of J & J Faivre 
Farms LLC.

County Board 
District:  District 4 

Townships Served:  
Most of Sycamore and a small part of northwest Cortland

Years Served on County Board:  5+ years in District 4 (current), 4+ years in 
District 2 (early/mid 2000s), 4 years in District 6 (early 90s)

County Board Committees/Chairmanships:  Planning & Zoning 
(Chairman), Economic Development, Finance and Executive Committees 
Why is it important to have agricultural representation on the County 
Board? Given the low ratio of rural to urban makeup of the County Board it is 
important for agriculture to be represented by members who can eff ectively give 
voice to the concerns and needs of DeKalb county’s farmers and rural residents.

Roy Plote, Leland
Ag Connections:  Plote Farms- 

Grain/Beef Feedlot, Perfect Choice 
Investments Commodity Brokerage

County Board District: 11
Townships Served: Afton, Clinton, 

Pierce, Squaw Grove, Parts of 
Somonauk and Cortland

Years Served on County Board: 
Since 2017

County Board Committees/
Chairmanships: Highway (Chairman), 
Planning & Zoning and Executive 
Committees, previously on Law & 
Justice Committee

Why is it important to have 
agricultural representation on the 
County Board? As our population 

centers grow and the number of generations removed from the farm increases, 
having active farmer participation at the county level is very important. Although 
food production is considered necessary by most, some think we don’t need 
some types of farms “here.” Managing the use of some of the most productive 
soils in the world is an honorable task. 

Even though the majority of our county lands are in ag production, people 
vote and not the acres. This will come to light as we work on redistricting using 
the new 2020 Census data. Our rural board members represent large sparsely 
populated land masses to equal the dense voter registrations in the municipal 
areas. ■
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ag lITERaCy

Opportunity to Innovate
It’s clear our usual model of sending volunteers into classrooms across the county isn’t feasible 
this year. Instead, the pandemic has given us a chance to do something entirely new! Here’s the 
2021 plan for our Ag in the Classroom (AITC) and CONNECTIONS Cover Design Contest.

Themes:
1st-2nd Grade - Why Farms Matter
Students will explore how farming connects their own lives. 

What are farms, and why do they matter? In this lesson, 
students will trace the products they eat and use every day 
back to their farm origins. Students will then make living 
seed germination necklaces as a reminder of how farmers 
grow the products we need to survive.

3rd-5th Grade - The Science of Agriculture
Students will discover ways in which agriculture relies on science to 
produce food and other products.

From soil to seed to grocery store, agriculture revolves around 
SCIENCE. In this lesson, students will learn about several scientifi c 
innovations in agriculture. They will also explore the science of bio-
plastic and make their own plastic from corn.

For questions about our Ag in the Classroom program, email rcollins@
dekalbfarmbureau.org.

A note to our AITC volunteers
One of the saddest things about the pandemic is how much harder it 

is to make personal, face-to-face connections. We want students and 
teachers to meet and learn from YOU, our experts in agriculture. But 
we also want to keep everyone safe and healthy. Stay tuned next year, 
because we will be reaching out for your help again! ■

1st-5th grade teachers, sign up for your AITC program now at 
http://bit.ly/2021AITCreq. 

Key features:
Pre-planned - Teaching during a pandemic is complicated enough. We’ll provide a 

thoughtfully-planned, engaging, and relevant experience for students.
Hands-on - Similar to our FARM Bags program, educators can request needed supplies 

to use in the classroom or to send home for remote learners.
Online component - In addition to an easy-to-follow lesson plan for teachers, a Bitmoji-

style virtual environment will be created to include supporting videos, online games, 
informational reading, and more.

Flexible timing - Teachers 
can choose to incorporate their 
AITC lesson whenever it best 
fi ts their schedule.



January 2021    CONNECTIONS      25    

ag lITERaCy

Request your 
FaRM Bag 
supplies today! 
FARM Bag supplies are available by 
request for the 2021 school year 
from Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy 
Program. Each FARM Bag includes 
a hands-on activity, informational 
reading in the form of an Ag 
Mag, links to related videos, and 
recommended books to read. Go 
to https://growyoungminds.org/
teaching-resources/f-a-r-m-bags/ 
to request supplies for upcoming 
months or download the activity 
pages from past bags.

FaRM Bag themes & deadlines for the coming months: 
Month FARM topic Request deadline Supplies ready for pickup 
February Soybeans Jan. 29 Feb. 12
March Farmers Feb. 26 Mar. 12
April Soil April 2 April 16
May Beef Cattle April 30 May 14 ■
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Teacher
 Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Laurie Jacobson
Teaching
School:  West Elementary, Sycamore

Grade:  2nd 

Number of years teaching:  19 years - All in 2nd grade

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I have attended several Summer Ag Institutes 
with the Farm Bureau and I am the Ag Literacy Ambassador for West Elementary.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I love teaching my non-fi ction reading unit.  
Second graders get really excited to share all the new things they are reading about.  

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  I never get tired of seeing that “light” go on, 
when meaning “clicks” and students really understand something they are learning.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom?  In March with our Ag in 
the Classroom presentation, I combine our plant and animal science units with our 
consumer and producer units in social studies. I try to connect it all together with 
agriculture, and then fi nish the year with a fi eld trip to local farms.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  I feel that we’ve 
become disconnected from our agricultural heritage. Students need to reconnect with 
the role of farming in the production of food and appreciate the journey of food from the 
land to their tables. 

Share one memorable teaching story. We were at Deutsch’s dairy farm on a fi eld trip 
when a calf sucked a student’s fi ngers. His look of pure joy was thrilling!

Personal
Hometown:  Sycamore

Family:  Married with 3 grown children

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education from NIU

What did you want to be when you grew 
up?  A dairy farmer or a veterinarian

Favorites
Quote:  “Be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32 

Hobbies:  Anything outside - Taking care of 
horses, gardening, yard work, walking the 
dog

Book:  “Thank You, Mr. Falker” by Patricia 
Polacco

Sports team:  Chicago Cubs

Movie:  “To Kill a Mockingbird”

Travel destinations:  Germany, Montana, 
Maine ■
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Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

Cannonball Eclipse
By Karen Grubb
With a supermoon and eclipse set to appear in the sky, Karen Grubb of DeKalb was ready to capture it with her camera. She snapped this 
photo because she felt it looked as though the moon was launched into the night sky by the leaning silo. The luminous shot was taken at 
the corner of Lovell Road and Old State Road in Sycamore. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■
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The City of Sandwich is currently 
leading a watershed-based planning 
effort on approximately 10,500 acres 
in the Little Rock Creek Watershed 
(see below). The watershed includes 
portions of DeKalb, Kendall and 
LaSalle counties. 

The City of Sandwich applied 
for and was awarded a Section 
319 Watershed-based Planning 
grant through the Clean Water Act 
which is distributed by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA).

little Rock Creek Watershed in the works
New watershed plan being developed for the Sandwich area.

A watershed-based plan requires 
the grantee to complete nine required 
elements identified by USEPA before 
a plan can be approved by the IEPA. 
Once a plan is approved, stakeholders 
within the watershed will have access 
to 319 Grant funding for watershed 
improvement projects that are 
recommended in the plan. 

To have a successful plan 
stakeholders are encouraged to be 
involved in the process. It is their 
watershed they live and, in most 
cases, work in it. 

Agriculture makes up 68% of this 
watershed and has a major influence 
on how the watershed functions 
and how it can impact non-point 
source pollutants. Non-point source 
pollutants are anything that can 
enter a stream, lake, wetland, and 
the groundwater via surface runoff, 
precipitation, and seepage. 

If a farmer or landowner is aware 
of issues within the watershed they 
are encouraged to participate in this 
process. The more information that is 
gathered the better the plan will be as 
it will identify these critical areas so 
they can be documented in the plan. 

A virtual meeting is being planned 
for early February by the City of 
Sandwich and Applied Ecological 
Services to document issues and 
plan goals. Please visit the City of 
Sandwich website at www.sandwich.
il.us for more information.

To learn more about the watershed 
planning in DeKalb County visit 
www.dekalbcountywatersheds-
il.org. This site will provide you 
information on the Little Rock Creek 
Project as well as the completed plans 
for the East Branch and the Upper 
South Branch of the Kishwaukee 
River Watersheds. You can also 
contact Dean Johnson at the DeKalb 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District at Dean.Johnson@il.nacdnet.
net or call 815-756-3234, ext. 9488. 

A virtual meeting is being planned 
for early February by the City of 
Sandwich and Applied Ecological 
Services to document issues and 
plan goals. Please visit the City of 
Sandwich website at www.sandwich.
il.us for more information. ■
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Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acres provide long-term 
benefi ts to the environment.

When the last glacier left our area 
approximately 14,000 years ago it left 
behind moraines and glacial ridges. 
Eventually as the temperatures began 
to rise the tundra-like environment 
was replaced by cool moist deciduous 
forests and eventually by oak-hickory 
woodlands, oak savannas, marshes, 
and prairies. 

Prairies covered a large portion of 
DeKalb County prior to the European 
settlements in the 1830’s. Before the 
early settler’s arrived, native prairie 
management include fi res set by 
Native Americans, grazing by bison 
and elk and lightning strike fi res.

As we move forward into the 
current timeframe, we have realized 
that establishing native prairie on 
some of our marginal lands has 
some long-term benefi ts to the 
environment, such as improving soil 
health and water quality along with 
providing habitat for our wildlife.  

Through USDA programs like the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
farmers have been able to enroll these 
marginal acres and then receive a 

Dean Johnson with the Soil and Water Conservation District does some custom dormant 
seeding in northern DeKalb County using an air seeder, which improves seeding rate 
accuracy and proper seed placement on the farm fi eld.

Native prairies being established locally

rental payment from USDA for the 
acres that were taken out of production 
for the program. The CRP cost-share 
program also assists landowners with 
the expense of establishing the practice 
which they must maintain for 10 years 
or the life of the contract. 

Establishing native prairies can take 
from 3-5 years depending on soil 
moisture and climate conditions. 

Seeding the prairie can be 
challenging as seeding rates for native 
seeds can range from less than a pound 
to over four pounds per acre. Native 
seeding can be done between April and 
June 15 in our area. 

It is recommended that a companion 
crop be planted such as oats with the 
native seed which will provide some 
weed suppression and it can also 
help to control erosion as the native 
plants begin to establish themselves. 
A dormant seeding can be done after 
the middle of November and in a lot 
of cases is more successful as the seed 
goes through the cold of winter, which 
helps to break down the seed coat – 
this is referred to as stratifi cation.

The DeKalb County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) has 
been providing custom seeding of 
these acres with an air seeder which 
improves seeding rate accuracy and 
proper seed placement on the farm 
fi eld. Equipment for this service has 
been provided by the DeKalb County 
Community Foundation and the 
DeKalb County Pheasants Forever 
Chapter. 

Unlike the pre-settlement days 
we don’t have the frequent burning 
and bison grazing our native 
plantings to help manage these acres. 
Management is the responsibility 
of the landowner. Controlled burns, 
interseeding, strip disking and 
mowing are a part of the management 
strategies that are used to maintain 
these sites.  

The DeKalb County SWCD and 
NRCS can aid in selecting the proper 
management tool to make your 
prairie planting successful. Contact 
the offi  ce at 815-756-3234, ext. 3 for 
further assistance. ■
Source: Dean Johnson,  DeKalb County SWCD
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COUNTRY Financial and Illinois 
Farm Bureau staff  will host live 
webinars in January and February 
to provide farmers across the state 
information about changes to federal 
crop insurance and new private 
products off ered by COUNTRY, the 
No. 1 crop hail insurer in Illinois.

The format will also allow 
viewers to ask questions in real 
time, just as they would in the 
traditional meeting format at county 
Farm Bureau offi  ces and other 
locations.

Those interested in attending 
the live webinars can sign up in 
advance at countryfi nancial.com/
AgWebinars. Meetings include Jan. 
27 at 11 a.m., Feb. 9 at 4 p.m. and 
Feb. 25 at noon.

“Farmers across Illinois and the 
entire United States are continuing 
their work to support their families 
and feed our country, and still need 
planning and protection updates to 
help them better prepare for success 
in the upcoming planting season 
and beyond,” said Doug Yoder, 
COUNTRY Financial crop agency 
manager.

RFD Radio Network Director 
Rita Frazer will host the 90-minute 
live meetings, covering topics and 
presentations by a team of experts, 
including Yoder on high-level crop 
insurance/farm bill changes; IFB 
Director of National Legislation and 
Policy Development Adam Nielsen, 
legislative updates; and COUNTRY 
Planning Support Manager Joe 
Buhrmann, farm legacy planning.

COUNTRY’s website also off ers 
a growing menu of presentations 
and supportive information for 2021 
farm planning. Visitors will fi nd a 
library of prerecorded seminars that 
can be watched at any time. Topics 
include farm bill updates, crop claims 
review, precision planning and 
drone technology overview and the 
AgriVisor 2021 market outlook. ■

Farm webinars offer crop insurance updates

anhydrous ammonia training now offered
Farmers and their employees who transport and apply anhydrous 

ammonia will now need to be certifi ed. 
Free online training is being off ered at www.bit.ly/IllinoisNH3. In-person 

training opportunities will be announced as they develop.
The training will include: properties of ammonia, competent in safe 

operating practices, how to take appropriate actions in the event of a leak or 
emergency, personal protective equipment and fi rst aid, and transportation 
safety. 

Farmers have until April 1, 2022 to be certifi ed and must participate in 
refresher training every three years. 

This is a new requirement as part of the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
anhydrous ammonia regulations. ■

Webinars:
Jan. 27, 11 a.m.
Feb. 9, 4 p.m.
Feb. 25, 12 p.m.
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRy

www.countryfi nancial.com

How to Bounce Back Financially in the New year
In the midst of the pandemic, it’s easy to fall into the mindset that 
whatever happens is out of my control, and that also applies to how 
some people are thinking about their personal fi nances. 

While we tend to get passionate about the pandemic, government 
and stock market, it’s important to keep the perspective that these 
things are not all 100% within our control. 

Rather than dwelling on what you can’t control, think about what 
you do have control of like your job, how much you’re spending and 
how much you are saving. Ask yourself, do you have a plan in place 
in the case of any additional unexpected events?

There is much that remains uncertain; however, you have the power 
to take the following steps to improve your fi nances during this time:

Develop a budget. 
The pandemic is forcing many Americans to make hard choices 

such as cutting expenses so now is an important time to establish a 
budget and commit to living within your means.

Create an emergency fund. 
Last year shows the importance of having an emergency fund in 

place. If our current fi nancial situation gets worse before it gets better, 
you need to have money set aside that you can lean back on. If you 
don’t have an emergency fund, set aside as much as you can. Rule of 
thumb is saving enough to cover three-six months of living expenses.

Explore opportunities to lower interest rates.
When the pandemic begin, we began to see much lower interests 

rates than we have seen in quite some time. This is a great opportunity 

for some to get closer to their fi nancial 
goals such as paying off  debt or lowering a 
mortgage payment. Connect with a fi nancial 
representative and lenders to explore all of 
your opinions. Read all documents and any 
associated costs before making any decision.

Evaluate your long-term goals.
While many of us are just thinking about 

how to get by right now, start thinking beyond 
the pandemic. Talk with your fi nancial 
representative about where you stand with 
your long-term goals and review your strategy 
for achieving them.

Remember, whatever fi nancial situation you 
fi nd yourself in at the start of 2021, there are a 
few steps you can consider to start off  the new 
year feeling this year you will be better off  
fi nancially. ■
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SEEN IT Farm Bureau continues to capture ag-
related images throughout the county. 

Members, tell us what this is and 
where you saw it. Send your response 
to: connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org 
or call us at 815-756-6361 and share your 
name and address. Correct answers will 
be entered into a drawing for a $20 gift 
card.

In the next issue we will reveal the answer 
and information about this photo. ■



Brightening holidays on the farm
Travelling the countryside you may have noticed some holiday décor like wreaths on 

barns, stars atop grain bins and lights brightening structures on farmsteads.
On Leland Road in southern DeKalb County, Christmas lights outlined a John Deere 

tractor while a fi berglass Santa Clause occupied the seat of the tractor on the farmstead 
of Paul and Janis Sawyer.

For the past 20 years Leland farmer Paul Sawyer has been decorating one of his 
vintage tractors with John Deere yellow and green lights for the holidays. The John 
Deere model 430 is one in his collection of nicely restored vintage tractors. 

Paul has the light display down pat, having done it for so many years, as he wraps 
the tiny lights around the wheels and base of his retired farm machine. Santa Claus is 
an extra attraction behind the steering wheel.

The Sawyer farmstead with the lit up tractor is located 3/4 mile north of Chicago 
Road on Leland Road. If you missed it in December 2020 look for it during the 
Christmas season in 2021. 

The holiday decorated tractor was chosen for The SEEN IT                      contest in the December CONNECTIONS. 
The winner of the contest is Christel Springmire of Sycamore who correctly identifi ed the location of the tractor. ■
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See corn collectibles
Denny Rehn is opening up his corn 

crib and farm museum to interested 
persons during the winter months. 
His crib has a large display of corn 
collectibles. 

To maintain social distancing 
standards, he is asking for groups of 10 
or less to call and make an appointment 
to visit on Saturdays from 9-11 a.m. or 
1-3 p.m.

Denny’s Corn Crib is located at 3822 
Stone Quarry Road, Belvidere. He can 
be reached by calling 815-751-4122. ■

Kickstart 2021 with energy 
savings like LED lights.

The biggest challenge to 
reducing energy use in your farm or 
agribusiness is knowing where to 
start. You can save money and energy 
with energy effi  cient improvements 
while improving productivity and 
profi tability for you agricultural 
business.

The ComEd Energy Effi  cient  
Program off ers incentives to help 
lessen the costs of energy effi  ciency 
improvements to livestock and dairy 
farms, greenhouses, crop farms, 
indoor agriculture and on-farm 
processing facilities. 

With greater control over your 
costs, you can focus on ensuring 
the sustainability of your business 
continues to run smoothly. 

With the ComEd Energy Effi  ciency 
Program you can save money for 
what matters most. You work hard 
every day – let energy effi  ciency 
lessen the load.

Projects involving lighting, heat 
recovery processes, HVAC upgrades, 
variable speed drives, high-effi  ciency 
fans, compressed air systems, and 

Save with ComEd energy on the farm
other farm-specifi c equipment may 
be eligible for incentives thought 
the agricultural off ering. 

 ComEd’s Energy Effi  ciency 
Service Provider will perform 
a FREE facility assessment 
to identify energy effi  ciency 
opportunities and help you with 
every step of the process. Energy 
effi  ciency incentives are available 
for equipment and system 
upgrades for both existing and new 
construction facilities.

Possible Projects
• LED lighting
• Photocells
• Livestock waterers
• Livestock ventilation fans
• Dairy refrigeration heat 
    recovery/compressor
• Swine heat pads
• Variable speed drives

To schedule your free facility 
assessment, email BusinessEE@
ComEd.com or call 855-433-2700. ■

SEEN IT                     December 2020
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News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Top 4-H Awards presented
Pandemic or not, top 4-H members and 

volunteers were recognized in DeKalb County 
for their accomplishments. The following 
earned top awards in 2020.

I Dare You Award – Mackenzie Condon, DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls
Brown Leadership Award – Ben Mahan, Genoa Prairie Gems
Outstanding Secretary Book – Samantha Vander Bleek, Tilton Park Clovers
Outstanding Treasurer Book – Mackenzie Condon, DeKalb Choreboys & 

Choregirls
Outstanding 4-H Volunteer – Mary Yaeger, Green Meadows
Top 10 Record Book – Lillian Hetland, Malta Mustangs; Mackenize 

Condon, DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls; Brady Condon, DeKalb Choreboys 
& Choregirls; Lewis Anderson, Somonauk Haymakers; Charles Anderson, 
Somonauk Haymakers; Vivian Novak, Tri County Crew; Devin Condon, 
DeKalb Choreboys & Choregirls; Samantha Vander Bleek, Tilton Park Clovers; 
Reagan Vander Bleek, Tilton Park Clovers; Owen Fucilla, Malta Mustangs.

These are just a few of the many awards presented. For more information 
about DeKalb County 4-H contact the local Extension office at 815-758-8194. ■ 

Beef projects for 4-H members
Raising and showing beef as 4-H projects offers life lessons for youth.
Beef Efficiency Contest - Once again this year, the Cattlemen’s Association 

will allow 4-H members to use their own steers in the Beef Efficiency Contest. 
By using your own steer you can show it in both the efficiency class and the 
regular beef class at the 4-H Fair. 

Steers will be weighed Feb. 6 with the State Fair weigh-in. The contest is 
based on rate of gain, record book, ultrasound and the live class placings. 

Premiums are paid in each of these 
areas and the overall winner receives 
a monetary award of $200. Contact 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
office for an enrollment form. 

Bucket Calf Class - The Bucket 
Calf Class is a great opportunity to 
raise a small calf. The Bucket Calf 
Class is open to members 8 to 13 
years and includes raising a small 
calf, keeping records and showing it 
at the 4-H Fair. 

Calves need to be born between 
Feb. 1 and April 1, 2021. 

Now is the time to enroll in the 
Bucket Calf Class by obtaining a 
form from the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau office. Please return the form 
to the Farm Bureau office by Feb. 1 
in order to show in the Bucket Calf 
Class at the 4-H Fair. Record books 
will be distributed at an informational 
meeting in February.

The Bucket Calf Class and Beef 
Efficiency Contest are sponsored 
by the DeKalb-Kane Cattlemen’s 
Association. The DeKalb County 
4-H Fair is slated for Aug. 6-8 at the 
Sandwich Fairgrounds. ■



January 2021    CONNECTIONS      35    

Enrollment for ARC, PLC closes in March 
Agricultural producers should make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk 

Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs soon for the 2021 
crop year. 

These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help 
producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and 
more than $5 billion in payments are in the process of going out to producers who 
signed up for the 2019 crop year.

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.
ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual 

crop revenue declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income 
support payments on historical base acres when the effective price for a covered 
commodity falls below its reference price. 

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed 
cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 

2021 Elections and Enrollment - Producers can elect coverage and enroll in 
crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for 
the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enrollment 
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a 
multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be 
necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election 
defaults to the current election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make 
new elections during those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program 
unless they have a share interest in the farm.  

Web-Based Decision Tools - In partnership with USDA, the University of 
Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision tools to assist 
producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to 
their respective farming operations. 

Tools include:
• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that 

offers farmers the ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and 
counties for ARC-County and PLC.

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to 
analyze payment yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who 
have used the tool in the past should see their username and much of their farm 
data already available in the system.

More Information - For more information on ARC and PLC, including two 
online decision tools that assist producers in making enrollment and election 
decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service 
center. ■

Signup for Conservation 
Reserve Program 

USDA has opened signup for 
the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP).

The deadline for agricultural 
producers to sign up for general 
CRP is Feb. 12, 2021, while 
signup for continuous CRP is 
ongoing.

Farmers and ranchers who 
enroll in CRP receive a yearly 
rental payment for voluntarily 
establishing long-term, resource-
conserving plant species, such as 
approved grasses or trees (known 
as “covers”) to control soil erosion, 
improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally 
productive agricultural lands.

CRP has 22 million acres 
enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill 
lifted the cap to 27 million acres. 
This means farmers and ranchers 
have a chance to enroll in CRP 
for the first time or continue their 
participation for another term.

By enrolling in CRP, producers 
are improving water quality, 
reducing soil erosion, and restoring 
habitat for wildlife. This in turn 
spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, 
tourism, and other economic 
development across rural America.

Contact the DeKalb/Kane/
DuPage County FSA Office at 815-
756-3234, ext. 2 or visit online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov. ■
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