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Connecting to You
Mark Tuttle, deKalb County farm Bureau President

Guiding Change
Through history we have learned that the only thing 

constant is change. Whether its agriculture, technology, 
markets, politics or life in general, change is something 
we must accept and embrace.

We do not necessarily always have to agree, but we 
have to be willing to address change and discuss the 
impacts it may have on us. The most recent example is 
the change in administration; we have all been a part of  
the process with the election of a new president. Like it 
or not, we have to accept the outcome and move on. And 
chances are the change will impact agriculture – some 
positive and some negative.

Climate, environment, trade, energy, food production, 
supply chain, infrastructure, taxes and estate planning 
are just a few issues where change may be coming. We 
must be at the table in order to provide direction on 
these issues.

This is why Farm Bureau has identifi ed the following 
priorities in order to be proactive for our producers. 
Priorities include: ensure future demand for high octane 
low carbon biofuels; advocate for an ambitious trade 

agenda that expands our markets; incentivize and reward 
farmers for soil health practices that sequester carbon; 
oppose climate policy that would increase production costs 
or reduce food production; implement NASS Working 
Group recommendations; strengthen an agricultural supply 
chain weakened by COVID; support immigration policy 
that provides ag employers a legal, stable workforce; invest 
in infrastructure projects that reduce transportation costs; 
and defend essential Tax Cuts and Jobs Act provisions.

Yes, change is coming and Farm Bureau is ready to 
guide it! ■
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Calendar
fEBRuaRY
Feb. 20-27
National FFA Week

Feb. 22
DCFB Annual Meeting
For “M” farmer members
8 a.m.

Feb. 25
Pesticide Testing
9 a.m. – Noon
Register with IDOA

MaRCH
March 11 & 25
Pesticide Testing
9 a.m. – Noon
Register with IDOA 

March 19
Deadline to apply for Farm Bureau
High School Senior Scholarships

March 24
National Ag Day 

farm Bureau Offi ce
Open for Business
The Farm Bureau offi ce is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361 
to reach us and to meet with staff.

Looking for farm dog stories!
We know farm dogs are part of the farm 
family. So we want to feature them and 
their owners in our magazine. Tell us 
about your farm dog for a possible story 
in our CONNECTIONS magazine. Send 
comments to CultivateConnections.org 
or call us at 815-756-6361.

find the snowfl ake and win!
Let’s see if you can fi nd the snowfl ake 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Feb. 26 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the 
snowfl ake on that page. You will also 
need to include your name, address and 
phone number in the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the snowfl ake 
contest was Diane Montgomery of 
Sycamore. The snowfl ake was hidden on 
page 33 in the corn collectibles photo of 
the January CONNECTIONS. ■

What’s Your Story?
Everyone has a story. What’s yours?
I had the pleasure of listening to the stories 

of three farm women, all over the age of 100. 
These women are so remarkable having worked 
extremely hard back in the day when farm life was 
not so easy. 

At the turn of the century most farm homes 
didn’t have the modern conveniences which their 
city counterparts had. No indoor plumbing nor 

electricity. Outhouses and kerosene lamps. No refrigeration. 
In those days farmers milked cows by hand and slopped the pigs. Some used 

animal power and others were beginning to use machine power in their fi elds. 
There were threshing crews and corn shelling crews with neighbors helping 
each other with each task. Farms were quite diversifi ed and self-sustaining with 
chickens, cows, pigs, corn, oats, vegetables and hay. 

As I heard their stories, I had fl ashbacks to my grandparent’s days, several years 
ago. I watched as my grandpa milked a few cows by hand and was the master of 
the hay fork. Grandma would feed the chickens and pick eggs. She sold the eggs 
and used her egg money to buy things for the house. Grandma had an old wash 
tub with a wringer, which I found fascinating as I watched grandpa’s overalls be 
squeezed as fl at as a pancake before being hung on the clothesline.  

Farm life has changed a lot in a century. Our stories need to be told so the 
younger generation understands these changes and appreciates how far we have 
come. So I urge you to share your story. Write your memoirs. Capture the “good 
old days” for the benefi t of your family’s heritage. ■
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By the
 NuMBERS

Egg Money
A century ago…
While men generally handled a majority of 
the fi eldwork women traditionally kept the 
household going. Women typically grew 
the gardens. They canned produce, baked 
bread, did the laundry and cared for the 
family and home.

Women and children usually raised the 
chickens: gathering the eggs, nurturing baby 
chicks, and dressing the fryers. The money 
they earned by selling eggs helped to pay 
for household items and provided additional 
income for the farm family.

In the 1920s, farm women would get 
between 25 cents to 47 cents per dozen 
of eggs sold in town. That compares to 
fl uctuating egg prices today from $1 to 

$2 per dozen.

A century ago farm families produced most 
all of their own food such as meat, eggs, 
milk, fruits and vegetables. ■

                 Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Snow What?Snow What?
Farm fi elds are covered in snow so what impact does that white blanket 
have on farmland? How does this winter compare to other winters?

As you shovel snow from your sidewalk you’re probably not thinking about 
the value of snow. It does provide benefi ts to both your lawn and farm fi elds.

• Snow provides soil moisture crops and plants need to grow. A common rule 
of thumb is that ten inches of snow equates to one inch of water. 

• Snow also contains trace amounts of nitrogen from the atmosphere and 
will act as fertilizer for the next crop.

• Snow insulates the dormant crop and provides a blanket for winter wheat 
fi elds. 

More snow to come in DeKalb County
In a typical year, the DeKalb County area averages about 32 inches of snow. 

This winter, by Jan. 31, we had a total accumulation of 24 inches. 
“This year we are running about two to three inches below average each 

month in Northern Illinois,” reports Dr. Trent Ford, Illinois State Climatologist, 
“or about 90 percent of normal.”

 “The winter has been mild with temperatures 
on the warm side of average. As we get closer 
to spring I expect the weather will be more 
active with more precipitation,” Ford said. ►

Dr. Trent Ford, Illinois State 
Climatologist
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Snow fence
Cornstalks covered in snow? Driving along Annie Glidden Road on the southwest side of DeKalb you may notice rows of corn 
stalks covered in snow. The fi eld corn was left there intentionally by farmer Roger Faivre as a snow fence to catch snow drifts. 
The 12 rows of corn in the half-mile stretch minimizes the amount of snowdrift on the highway and has reduced the number 
of accidents. Faivre has been providing the corn snow fence for the last 10 years in cooperation with DeKalb Township. In the 
spring he will plow down the cornstalks to prepare the fi eld for the next crop. ■

But hold on, winter isn’t over yet. 
“Expect to see more snowfall in the 
next couple of months,” said the state 
climatologist. “Forecasts show an 
active system in February and March.

Based on weather models, Ford 
anticipates the northern part of the 
state will be in good shape with 
moisture come spring. But the central 
part of the state is seeing a real defi cit 
in precipitation. “Central Illinois has 
been constantly below average since 
July,” Ford said.

Besides snow, the other factor to 
consider is that last spring freeze. 
“For DeKalb, the last spring freeze 
has been trending earlier,” reported 
Ford. The average spring freeze at 32 
degrees is May 16 and at 28 degrees 
the last spring freeze is April 30 for 
this area.

Ford said La Niña conditions are 
expected to persist into early spring 
with February through April expected 
to be warmer and wetter through the 
winter-spring transition.

As he analyzes weather systems, Ford doesn’t think Northern Illinois will be 
faced with an excessive amount of precipitation for spring planting. “Farmers 
in Northern Illinois should have adequate soil moisture, not excessive, which 
should make for a smoother planting season.”
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the

a day in the Life of a Pig farmer
Growing up on the family farm watching my father and grandfather work 

together helped develop my passion for agriculture, specifi cally raising pigs. We 
also grow corn and soybeans that we use to feed our hogs. 

My younger brother and I own a wean-to-fi nish swine operation in Sycamore 
that I manage the day-to-day operations.

My day always starts and ends the same by spending time with the pigs 
making sure they have three key things to keep them happy and growing – food, 
water and the proper environment. 

I also check to see if there are any signs of sick pigs that may need treatment. 
Yes, our farm does use antibiotics to help treat sick pigs. We work very closely 
with our veterinarian to develop plans to keep our animals healthy.

After completing morning chores, making sure all of the pigs are happy and 
healthy in the barns, I then make my way to the feed mill. I spend a large part of 
my day preparing feed to keep the pigs healthy and growing. In a large mixer, 
ingredients that make up the pigs’ diet, including ground corn, soybean meal 
and added vitamins and minerals, are mixed together. 

I then deliver and store the feed in 
bins that are on automatic feedlines that 
go directly into their pens and keep the 
pig feeders full. 

Once I complete the task of making 
sure the pigs’ bellies are full, I then 
move on to many other jobs around 
the farm. There seems to be a lot of 
maintenance projects due to the pigs 

My day always starts and ends 
the same by spending time with 
the pigs making sure they have 
three key things to keep them 
happy and growing – food, water 
and the proper environment.

Drew Kuhn is a 4th generation hog 
and grain farmer. He manages a 
wean-to-fi nish swine farm owned 
together with his brother. Drew and 
his wife, Kayla, and daughter, Avery, 
live in Genoa.

always trying to break something in 
the barn. 

Monthly visits with our 
veterinarian, meetings with the 
nutritionist, completing feed orders, 
farm paperwork, cleaning barns and 
consulting with our banker are just 
some of the projects that keep me 
busy. 

In the spring and fall I will jump 
in a tractor to help plant and harvest 
the corn and soybeans that are a very 
important part of our pigs’ diet. 

When I am done taking care of the 
tasks on the never ending to-do list 
for the day, I go back to where my 
day started, walking amongst the pigs 
to ensure they have everything they 
need. 

I make sure I spend a lot of time 
overseeing our pigs’ health to make 
sure I am producing the best potential 
meat product from my farm that will 
end up on consumers’ tables. ■
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The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA) and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau are partnering 
to off er in-person pesticide testing.  

Testing will be made available at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building on Thursdays – March 
25 and April 8 pending gathering 

Pesticide testing offered at farm Bureau 
Farmers can test in-person for pesticide license renewal.

restrictions. There may be additional 
opportunities to follow on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month 
until further notice.  

Testing will begin at 9 a.m. and go 
until noon each day, with all testing 
needs available on site. Availability 
will be limited to within the Restore 

Illinois guidelines due to COVID-19 
and facility restrictions.  

Anyone interested in scheduling 
should visit https://www2.illinois.gov/
sites/agr/Pesticides/Pages/in-person-
testing.aspx to review the rules about 
in-person testing and to schedule their 
time and location. 

Specifi c questions about pesticide 
testing can be directed to the IDOA 
DeKalb offi  ce at 815-787-5476.

The Department of Agriculture also 
off ers on-line testing. 

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license 
is needed for farmers who apply and 
purchase restricted-use pesticides. The 
fee for the applicator license is $30. ■

Increasing transparency with 
the agricultural community and 
collaboration with Farm Bureau 
to accomplish shared goals are 
two recommendations made by an 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) working group for future 
USDA National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) survey 
collection and data reporting.

AFBF issued a report that provides 
an in-depth examination into 
NASS’ survey collection and data 
reporting issues. It also provides 
recommendations to improve 
accuracy and farmer confi dence in the 
survey results.

The USDA-NASS Working 
Group, comprised of 10 farmer 
members, spent more than four 
months evaluating the process and 
methodologies USDA-NASS uses to 
put farmer survey data into reports.

AFBF’s report recommends 
NASS help farmers understand how 
the agency arrives at the numbers 
reported and provide clarity on the 
relationship between aggregate, state, 
county and fi eld-level numbers.

“While NASS may have a gold 
standard reputation for agriculture 
statistics globally, U.S. farmers’ 
confi dence in their reports has 
unfortunately declined,” said AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall. “Large 
changes, especially the last two years 
due to adverse weather events, in 
estimates of planted area, crop yields 
and inventory levels have caused wild 
swings in markets and left farmers 

afBf recommends NaSS improvements
questioning the agency’s ability to 
respond quickly to rapidly changing 
conditions on the ground.

“We hope the work done by this 
group will provide a framework for 
USDA to make timelier adjustments 
to these key reports,” Duvall said. ■
                      Source: Illinois Farm Bureau 

MARCH 2 AT 9:30 AM 
MARCH 4 AT 6:30 PM
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU TO REGISTER. 

Virtual RULES
FOR THE ROAD

REGISTRATION
NOW open!

Learn more about trucking 
regulations to help you stay 
legal when you hit the road.
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Q: How are farm kids adjusting to the COVID-19 
pandemic with e-learning and farm life?

A: It gave us time to help Dad farm, work with our 
livestock, and fi sh! But we missed sports, large 
family gatherings and all the other “normal” things.

“The upside to the pandemic is we got to fi sh more.” 
Elijah & Warren Schweitzer help their father farm and 
raise livestock for 4-H projects. Their parents are 
Mike & Amy Schweitzer of rural Malta. 

It was Friday, March 13, 2020 when we got home from school 
as usual. We checked in with Dad and asked him to play baseball 
with us. We were outside playing baseball when at four o’clock 
we heard school was cancelled for the next week. 

We were happy at fi rst because when you say you are doing 
school at home it sounds kind of fun. But then it went downhill. 
First there was a three-on-three basketball tournament that was 
cancelled, then our little league baseball season was cancelled, 
and then our travel baseball season was cancelled.

We were at home for school the rest of the Spring 2020 year 
due to the rise of COVID-19 cases every day.

Our mom was our new teacher during e-learning. Mom is 
a teacher so she was good at helping us with our schoolwork. 
When we had little schoolwork we fi nished early and it allowed 
us to go outside and pick up rocks or do tillage in Dad’s fi elds, 
but some days the homework was hard and long. 

With no scheduled sports we also had more time to go 
fi shing and we took our fi shing boat to lakes in Illinois and 
Wisconsin.

In the summer our mood was a little bit better because our pool 
was open and we were able to work with our 4-H animals. 

We had high hopes to have an in-person 4-H animal show 
in August. We hoped to have baseball later in the summer and 
football in the fall. There was also still hope that there would be 
an MLB season.

As the June days turned to July we kept our hope that we 
would have a baseball and football season. One of our wishes 
came true. Finally, after many months of waiting we received 
news that we would have a travel baseball tournament due to 
baseball being “low risk.” We were super excited and practiced 
hard until the tournament. The MLB baseball season began too. 

Then we learned that the 4-H fair would be virtual. Mom 
and Dad took videos of us showing our pigs and cattle and our 
livestock were judged by these videos. The virtual fair was at 
least something and we were thankful that we could have it but it 
did not seem as rewarding as having an in-person show. 

As fall started our football season was cancelled, but in spite of 
that, we had a fall baseball season. It felt good to hear the sounds 
of the bat cracking and the noise of leather hammered by the ball.  

At school, because our school is small enough, 
we could go back in person. We had to wear masks. 
That took a while to get used to, but we did. 

As the new 4-H year started our club had online 
meetings. It was harder to communicate, vote, 
and learn during a virtual meeting rather than an 
in-person one. 

With school and baseball underway it was 
time to bring out the combine as the corn and 
soybeans were ready for harvest. When Dad 
needed someone to drive the grain cart we would 
head out to the fi eld to help him. 

There was work to be done during harvest with 
the grain setup. We would sweep the bins so that he 
could load out and we would also run the vertical-
till disk after the corn was harvested. 

As the days turned longer and the air turned 
cooler, we learned that the chances of having 
basketball decreased by the day. Even though there 
would most likely not be a basketball season, we 
continued to play and practice basketball in the 
shop. Illini basketball was a good motivator.

As the Christmas season fl ew by and winter break 
had only a week remaining, our family set out 
to northern Wisconsin to go ice fi shing for some 
northern pike. We both love to fi sh!

This new spring will hopefully be the end of 
COVID-19 as the vaccine starts to be available 
to the public. The quarantine gave us more time 
together as a family and time to farm with our dad.   
However, hopefully moving forward there will be 
sports, our big family gatherings, 4-H fairs, and all 
normal non-COVID things.

                              Warren & Elijah Schweitzer ■
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dCfB foundation 
Scholarships

For students of DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Members

For High School Seniors
Due March 19
- Senior Scholarships
- Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship

For College Sophomores, 
Juniors & Seniors
Available April 1 thru June 11
- Ag Discipline Scholarships
- DeKalb Ag Scholarship
- Bob & Norma Wildenradt 
   Ag Scholarship

For College Juniors & Seniors 
Available April 1 thru June 11
- Arden & Dorothy Baie Scholarships
- Robert Morley Science Scholarships
- Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship

For Medical Students
Available April 1 thru June 11
- Medical Scholarships
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SCHOLaRSHIPS

apply soon for fB Senior Scholarships 
Need cash for college? Apply by March 19.

Applications are now available 
for the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation High School 
Senior Scholarships.

The Foundation will grant 10 
scholarships to deserving high 
school seniors pursuing a college 
education. High school seniors who 
will be attending a two or four-year 
college, university or vocational/

technical school in the fall of 2021 
are eligible to apply. 

To be eligible, a students’ 
immediate family must have been 
a member in good standing of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
continuously since 2019.  

Scholarship selection is based 
on academics, leadership, and 
community service. The scholarship 
award is for a total of $1,200 for the 
freshman year of college.

The application form is available 

Looking for ag/rural scholarships?
Here are some for college students:
DeKalb County 4-H – Deadline April 1. https://dekalbcf.org/receive/scholarship-application

CHS Elburn – Deadline April 1. https://dekalbcf.org/receive/scholarship-application/

Compeer – Deadline March 15. www.compeer.com

GROWMARK – Deadline April 15. www.growmark.com/about-us/corporate-commitments 

Illinois Farm Bureau Rural Nurse Practitioner – Deadline May 1. www.rimsap.com  

Illinois Pork Producers – Deadline March 1. www.ilpork.com/youth/scholarships

Midwest Dairy – Deadline March 15. https://www.midwestdairy.com/young-dairy-leaders/
dairy-.scholarships/ ■

at: www.PlantALegacy.org/
scholarships. Students will need to 
complete the application and submit 
online. A high school transcript and 
academic information is also required 
from high school counselors.  

This year marks the 65th year of 
awarding Farm Bureau High School 
Senior Scholarships. To date, Farm 
Bureau has given 1,160 scholarships 
to high school seniors. 

The complete application is due 
by Friday, March 19. ■

Barshinger Scholarship available
to Indian Creek HS students

The Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship is available to 
graduating seniors from Indian Creek High School. 

The scholarship was established in memory of 
the late Joe Barshinger, a grain and livestock farmer 
from Shabbona, who was an avid supporter of 
youth and organizations like FFA and 4-H. The fi rst 
scholarship was awarded last year to Tate Johnson. 

Applicant must be a member of the Indian Creek 
FFA Chapter or a local 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving student who plans to 
attend a community college, university or trade school and study agriculture. 

The scholarship is administered by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation and follows similar guidelines as other Foundation scholarships. To 
qualify, applicants’ parents must be members of the Farm Bureau since 2019. 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger Scholarship recipient will be based on 
academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, leadership, and community service.  

Scholarship deadline is Friday, March 19.  To apply go to: 
www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. ■

To apply go to: 
www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. ■
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fOuNdaTION

farm Bureau foundation for agriculture donors 2020-21
Named Endowment ($50,000+)
Allan & Ruth Aves
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999)
Allan & Ruth Aves
Babson Farms
Ken & Glennie Barshinger
In Memory of Joe Barshinger
Ed & Vicki Eggers
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay
GRAINGER 
Darwin & Melody Hall
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson
KishHealth System
Terry & Sherrie Martin
In Memory of Orville A. Olson
In Memory of Charles H. Orr
The Schelkopf Family
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)
A & P Grain Systems
America’s Farmers Grow 

Communities Monsanto Fund
In Memory of Eddie Arndt
Babson Farms
Christina Bagwill
Banner Up Signs–Kuhn Family
Bayer Crop Science
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche
CHS – Rochelle
ComEd
Compeer Financial
Ed & Juli Cowan
Bill & Julenne Davey
Dayton & Old Elm Farms
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial 
DeRaedt Seed
Doug & Nancy Dashner
Steve & Vickie Drendel
Vernon & Shirley Drendel
Enbridge Energy
Landon & Colleen Faivre
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr.
First National Bank
First State Bank
In Memory of John &  

Charlotte Gallagher
Joyce Gardner
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999)
 continued

In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
Heartland Bank & Trust Co.
Robert & Ann Hutcheson
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
Gail P. Johnson
KishHealth System
In Memory of Roger Klein
Ronald G. Klein
Bruce & Kathy Maunder
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr.
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Elvin & Betty Plapp
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick
Roy & Janet Plote
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn
Marjorie Rasmussen
Paul & Connie Rasmussen
Douglas & Lynn Roberts  

Family Foundation
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer
Paul & Mary Schweitzer
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard
In Memory of Bob Twombly
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland
Mark Tuttle
David & Peggy Vaughan
In Memory of Tom Warren
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field ($200-$999 Annually)
Jerry & Sue Bemis
Boehne Farms
Boehne Farms Trucking
Mark & Rhodora Collins
Adele deWerff Stevens
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier
Scott & Tara Drake
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman
Yvonne Johnson
Tracy & Beth Jones
Dan & Maylan Kenney
Ray & Carol Larson
Greg & Marci Millburg
Bob & Mary Pritchard
Carol Quinn
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson
Roger Steimel
Jim & Marcia Stoddard
David & Margaret Vaughan
Jamie & Kristen Walter
Hank & Jan Wassmann
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths (General Fund)
A & P Grains System
Lowell Akers
Richard & Della Bend
Rick & Erin Bend
Lynette Byington
Carl F. Dumoulin
Landon & Colleen Faivre Family 

Charitable Fund
Steve & Pat Faivre
Virginia Farley
Nedra Ericson-Huntress
Dawn Felix
Jack & Marcia Goodrich
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann
Jerry & Diane Helland
Fredrick High
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple 

Family Fund
Craig Johnson
Donna Kleveland
Gary & Mary Leonard
Gerald & Mary Lynn  McArtor
Pamela Olson
Lyle & Marty Paul
Don Mosher
Ursula Sarver
Anna Schelkopf
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf
John & Chris Sauter
Steve & Linda Swenson
David & Peggy Vaughan
Stephen Wassmann
Frank Willis
M. Nadine Zimmerman

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Ag in the Classroom Fund
Linda Rolf Anderson
Bayer Crop Science
Brian Bend
ComEd
Randy & Susan Deihs
In Memory of Lyle Fritsch
Mike & Becky Hardt
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann
Brian & Lori Moeller
Lane & Joyce Pickwell
Doug & Kathy Stice
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen
Jane Ziegler

DeKalb County SWCD Fund
Jim Arndt
Barry & Kris Aves
Betty Fewell
Daniel & Karen Hamingson
Janet Miller

Scholarship Fund
Bob & Ann Gilmore
Stacey Dolder
Lewis & Hilary Josephs
Elsie Sanford
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo

Jeff Hartmann 
SAI Scholarship Fund 
Gerry & Nancy Hartmann

Joe Barshinger  
Ag Scholarship Fund
Bob & Bonnie Buchholz

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund
Gail P. Johnson

Orville A. Olson  
Ag Scholarship Fund
Linda Lowery
Bill & Kay Morgan

Bob & Norma Wildenradt  
Ag Scholarship Fund
Todd & Amanda Kowalski

Memorial Fund
Allan Aves Memorials
Glennie Barshinger Memorials
Lyle Fritsch Memorials
Jeff Hartmann Memorials
Gary Kolkhorst Memorial
Bobby K. Kyler Memorial
Robert M. Maxwell Memorial
Edward & Jean Ollman Memorial
James Leonard Smith Memorial
JoAnn Watson Memorial ■

Thank 
You!

To donate to these and other funds go to: PlantALegacy.org 
or contact the Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361.
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SCHOLaRSHIPS

The Hartmann farm family 
understands the value of educating 
others about agriculture. The Maple 
Park-based family especially wants 
local teachers to help students connect 
to their source of food and fi ber. 

The family has endowed a gift to 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture for teacher 
scholarships in memory of lifelong 
farmer Jeff  Hartmann. 

The new Jeff  Hartmann SAI 
(Summer Ag Institute) Scholarships 
will assist with course fees for teachers 
who participate in this annual institute 
sponsored by the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau.

The Summer Ag Institute provides 
professional development and college 
credit for the week-long course for 
preschool to high school teachers. 

SAI equips educators with 
knowledge, understanding and tools 
to infuse agriculture into their own teaching. The course features farm and 
agribusiness tours, activities and lessons, discussions about food production 
and so much more.

Scholarship honors deKalb County farmer
New Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarships for Teachers

“We think it’s important for people 
to understand where their food comes 
from,” said Sari Hartmann, Jeff ’s 
wife. “Jeff  was all about farming 
and he would be happy that we 
started a scholarship in his name for 
the purpose of educating teachers 
and their students about food and 
farming.”

Gerry and Nancy Hartmann, Jeff ’s 
parents, agree that it’s one way to 
honor their son and benefi t agriculture 
for years to come.

Jeff ’s life was cut short by his 
unexpected death six months ago, at 
the age of 60. ►

Jeff Hartmann was a dedicated farmer who specialized in the crop side of the Hartmann 
farm business. A scholarship has been started with the Farm Bureau in his memory.

Jeff was a loving husband, father and grandfather to his family of Mike, 
Noel and Kalman Fabian, Sari and Brice Hartmann.

“Jeff was all about farming and he 
would be happy that we started 
a scholarship in his name 
for the purpose of educating 
teachers and their students 
about food and farming.”

                                  Sari Hartmann
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SCHOLaRSHIPS

Summer ag Institute for Teachers
What it is - A Summer Agriculture Institute (SAI) is a unique professional development opportunity for teachers of 

all grade levels. Our SAIs take place over several days and range from 30-45 contact hours or time spent in class. Each 
SAI off ers 2-3 hours of college graduate credit, but teachers may opt for professional development credit instead.

How it’s unique - An SAI is far from a typical, classroom or conference room-based professional development 
experience. Instead, participants…

• Tour local farms and interact with the farmers who produce our food.
• Visit agribusinesses and explore the broader scope of technology and careers in agriculture.
• Deeply examine issues of food production and discuss age-appropriate ways to explore them with students.
• Develop lessons to incorporate food & farm-related content while addressing learning standards.
Who it’s for - In the two decades DeKalb County Farm Bureau has been conducting SAIs, nearly 250 teachers have 

attended. Participants range from preschool educators through high school teachers.
Why attend - Every SAI equips educators with background knowledge, understanding, and tools to infuse 

agriculture into their own teaching.
The 2021 Summer Ag Institute: Teaching About WATER – Water, Agriculture, Technology, & Environmental 

Resources is planned for June 14-17. ■

Farming was his legacy
Jeff  Hartmann always wanted to be a farmer, 

following in his father and grandfather’s footsteps. 
“His fi rst love was farming,” said Sari. “He 

loved harvest time. He would sit back and 
watch the grain dryers and be content with the 
culmination of everything being done.” 

Growing up on a grain and livestock farm in 
rural Sycamore, Jeff  showed livestock at FFA and 
4-H fairs. 

After graduating from Sycamore High School, 
Jeff  attended Western Illinois University, where 
he began dating Sari Huftalin. They knew each 
other based on their parents’ friendship. Both the 
Hartmann’s and Huftalin’s were pork producers. 

Jeff  and Sari were college sweethearts and 
married shortly after graduation. Jeff  earned his 
bachelor’s degree in animal science. 

“He was able to pay for his college with 
the money he earned farming and selling his 
livestock,” said his mother, Nancy. 

Upon returning to the family farm, Jeff  worked in partnership with his father, 
Gerry and brother, Doug. Jeff , a 4th generation farmer, was in charge of the 
grain side of the farming operation. He oversaw the crops, marketing and 
machinery. He embraced the latest technology with farm equipment. 

The Hartmann home farm base is located southeast of Sycamore. Jeff  and 
Sari lived on their farm north of Hinckley where they raised their two children, 
Noel and Brice. 

Outside of farming, Jeff  was supportive of Sari’s involvement in Ag in the 
Classroom (AITC), serving as chairman of the Farm Bureau committee and 
training volunteers to go into classrooms and share farm messages. Sari did 
AITC presentations for several years, something that Jeff  wasn’t comfortable 
doing. “He didn’t like the limelight but was supportive and understood the 
value of serving the community.”

Jeff  was a member of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors, 1991-1996, 
and was a graduate of the ALOT 
(Ag Leaders of Tomorrow) 
program. He also served on other 
ag-related boards, the drainage 
district and the school board.

Refl ecting on Jeff ’s legacy, 
Sari said he will be remembered 
for “raising two great kids” 
and “being involved in his 
community.” ■

Gerry and Nancy Hartmann, Jeff’s parents, endowed a gift to the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation for teacher scholarships to honor their son.



farm Bureau 
PRIORITIES
Prepare for farm policy shifts
The Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) has 
developed an action plan which 
identifi es focus areas to improve farm 
profi tability in 2021.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau shares 
highlights of their policy initiatives 
in this and upcoming issues of 
CONNECTIONS. This is one of fi ve 
priorities in the IFB Action Plan. 

Goal: Position IFB to be a leader in the 
development of farm policy, refl ecting the 
goals and needs of IFB members in both the 
short term and long term.
While we had largely bipartisan support for the 
most recent Farm Bill, additionally farmers have 
been supported with ad-hoc assistance in response to 
weather disasters, trade disruptions, and COVID-19. As we 
look to the next Farm Bill, IFB policy should be reviewed to 
make sure it encompasses our members’ needs going forward.
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• Advocate for free trade.

• Advocate for farmer assistance 
during natural and man-made 
disasters.

• Educate farmer members and rural 
communities about opportunities 
for food assistance programs.

• Engage our members in a robust 
input gathering and strategy 
process for developing and 
improving Farm Bill programs, 
including crop insurance, 
conservation, and food assistance 
programs.

• Nurture relationships with 
agency career staff  that transcend 
presidential administrations.

• Advocate for young and 
beginning farmer opportunities, 
including those that allow farm 
families to bring family members 
into the farming operation.

• Remain steadfast in our policy to 
protect private property rights 
and protect farmer data and 
advocate for its value.

• Identify or create areas of farm 
policy that support the essential 
service of growing and storing food 
in times of disasters and look for 
opportunities to support farmers 
as essential workers.

• Advocate for policies that provide 
open and transparent input 
pricing and markets for our farm 
production. ■

Illinois Farm Bureau Action:
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Rachel Koroscik and Jo Cessna teach classes on 
healthy eating, healthy cooking and healthy lifestyles 
at the Leishman Center at Kishwaukee Hospital. 

Mayan Spiced Hot Cacao Mix
Created by Jo Cessna

1/2 cup sucanat or brown sugar
1/2 cup raw cacao* powder or cocoa powder
1 teaspoon arrowroot powder or cornstarch
2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ginger

Mix and store in an airtight container. 

To use: Boil water; place 2 to 3 tablespoons 
mix in mug and fi ll with 6 to 8 ounces 
water, depending on richness you prefer.  
Stir and enjoy!

*Cacao is the seed from which cocoa and 
chocolate are made. Cocoa is the powder 
from the bean after they have been roasted, 
ground and oil removed. Select natural 
cocoa powder not Dutch-processed. Natural 
cocoa powder retains its antioxidants, Dutch 
processed is alkalized, which removes the 
healthful antioxidants in the processing. ■

faMILY HEaLTH

Join us virtually in the kitchen for a class. 
Share with your friends.

To register go to 
www.Kish-calendar.nm.org

Warm up with warm drinks
Winter is a time we crave the comfort of sipping warm drinks. 

It’s important to stay hydrated in the winter, as much as the warm 
weather months. Select beverages that have little added sugar, sodium 
or saturated fats but provide health enhancing ingredients.

Tea is a favorite of many, very simple to make. It contains 
compounds that help lower the risk of cancer. Enhance your favorite 
black, green or white teas with dried fruit by simply mixing the 
dehydrated fruit pieces with the tea before brewing. Adding herbs and 
spices like mint, cinnamon or ginger to the brewing water is another 
simple way to make interesting teas.

Turmeric Latte (Golden Milk)
Creamy turmeric latte, also 

known as golden milk or 
turmeric milk, is a delicious 
warming Indian beverage. Made 
with hints of warming spices, 
you’ll love this simple recipe 
with a handful of ingredients.

2 cups of your favorite milk
(dairy, oat, coconut, almond 

 or whatever you enjoy)
1 teaspoon ground turmeric, anti-infl ammatory spice
1/2-inch fresh ginger, grated, or ¾ teaspoon powdered ginger, 
 anti-infl ammatory, aids digestion, increases metabolism
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon (cinnamon helps stabilize blood sugar
 and cuts bitter taste; use it to decrease the amount of sugar you use in
 beverages), few grinds of black pepper, helps with absorption of the
 healing properties
1 teaspoon or to taste honey or maple syrup, optional

Instructions: In a small saucepan, whisk milk, turmeric, cinnamon, 
ginger, black pepper and sweetener of choice. Bring to a boil. Lower 
the heat and simmer the mixture for 5 minutes. Strain if using fresh 
ginger.
Notes: To create a frothy beverage, use a milk frother or pour the 
mixture into a blender and blend until frothy. Note that turmeric will 
stain your blender, so immediately rinse it with soap and warm water. 
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A glimpse of 
local history

Edith Shull Willey drives the Farmall tractor as her husband Warren Willey is shown on a binder threshing oats in DeKalb County, circa 
1944.

We Can do It
While the men were defending 

our nation in the two World Wars, 
the women were left to take care of 
everything at home from the kids to 
crops in the fi elds. The labor shortage 
caused concern about the success of 
the planting and harvest seasons, so 
the women “stepped up to the plate.” 

Never before had women had such 
a strong presence in the care of our 
nation. They waged their own war in 
the “battle of food production.” Girls 
and women who wanted to help out 
in the war eff ort became part of the 
planting, detasseling, and harvesting 
crews where they performed an 
important job.  

The First World War saw women 
in dresses in the fi elds working hard 
in the heat and dirt to complete the 
farm work in addition to their regular 
household duties.  

World War II showed us that no task was too hard for a woman such as bagging seed 
corn for DeKalb Ag. Photo courtesy DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association

Schools opened their gymnasiums to 
house the workers who were so far 
away from home.  

The war years brought together 
a mixture of people with a single 
goal in mind; take care of our food 
supply and provide for our nation. 
The women’s rallying cry became 
“We Can Do It” and they more than 
proved they could. ■
     Information provided by Sue Breese

In World War II DeKalb area 
research fi elds were hand planted by 
the “girls” as the locals became very 
familiar with seeing women in the 
fi eld. Women worked the bagging 
line, bagging and sewing 1,260 
bushels in eight hours, impressing the 
men with their eff ort. Other helpers 
came from migrant workers from 
Mexico and Jamaica as well as “city 
folks” wanting to help the war eff ort. 
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Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

frozen in Time
By Donna Hickey

On a frosty, January afternoon, Donna Hickey of Shabbona ventured outside to take photos of the snow for her son, Brian, living 
in Missouri. The tractor on the left is a 1938 Model A owned by Brian. The second tractor is a 1959 Model 820 belonging to 
Donna’s grandson, Trent. It was gifted to him by his grandfather, Les Mullins, who purchased it new for his farming operation. 
Donna felt, “The beautiful sunshine on the ‘frozen tundra’ really enhanced the scene and made for a nice shot.” 
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These farm women refl ect on farming, family 
and faith in their golden years.

Imagine having no electricity or indoor plumbing. 
No air conditioning or central heat. No television or 
radio. Life on the farm in the 1920s and 1930s was 
challenging. Modern conveniences and technology had 
not yet come to rural America. 

Despite the lack of modernization, farm families were 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau features three of its longtime members, 
farm women, who refl ect on a century of changes on their family farms 

and in our country. Jeanne Pritchard, Florence Hipple, and Gladys Schnorr 
share their farm stories.

self-suffi  cient. They grew their own food including meat, 
eggs, fruits and vegetables. They heated their homes with 
corn cobs, wood or coal. They had to hand-carry water to 
the house for cooking and bathing. 

Farming was hard work, with long days and little money. 
Every member of the family had chores – milking cows, 
harnessing horses, gathering eggs, cleaning the outhouse, 
washing clothes, cooking and more. ►
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Jeanne Dolder Pritchard
Being outdoors practically every day is where Jeanne Dolder 
Pritchard liked to be. The farm woman loved country living and 
being close to nature and God.

Born at home on her parent’s farm outside of Hinckley, Jan. 
26, 1920, Jeanne Alma Dolder was the eldest child of Albert and 
Alma Dolder.

Farm work and housework were daily chores
In their youth Jeanne and her brother, Albert, Jr. “Bud” helped 

on the family farm. Bud generally helped his dad and their hired 
man while Jeanne had her own set of farm chores.

“I was assigned to bring the cows in from the fi eld to be 
milked, feed them and clean the stalls. I also took care of the 
chickens and gathered eggs,” said Jeanne. 

As a young farm girl, Jeanne remembers threshing time and 
feeding the large crew. “Several neighbors exchanged help and 
I would assist mother by preparing meals, and cleaning up after 
dinner and supper.”

“Housework was hard, because we made everything,” said Jeanne. She helped 
with churning butter, canning and baking, and gathering honey from their 
beehives.

Raising livestock, farm families like the Dolders had their own meat. “We 
butchered a steer and a few hogs every year. I helped render the lard, cut the 
meat, and make sausage,” Jeanne explained.

The farm where Jeanne grew up was called Squaw Grove Place because 
it was where the fi rst surveyors saw an Indian village in the woods with just 
squaws present at the time. 

In her youth she remembers The Great Depression. “Mother made clothes 
for my brother and me from cloth sacks of feed we bought for the animals. We 
never went hungry, like some folks, since we had a big garden, fruit trees, meat 
and milk.”

For entertainment her family 
enjoyed music listening to the radio 
and the WLS Barn Dance. 

Bud and Jeanne played in the 
school band. “We would play at 
the band stand by the community 
building on Wednesday nights. On 
Saturday nights we enjoyed seeing 
movies on a large white sheet strung 
up in the park.”

Jeanne attended Hinckley schools, 
graduating in 1938 with a class of 
26. Living about a mile from town, 
her dad would give her a ride to 
school as he delivered their milk 
to the Hinckley Milk Plant. Her 
grandparents, the Hages, lived across 
the street from school which was 
convenient for visiting them and with 
inclement weather she would spend 
the night there.

On Aug. 20, 1941, Jeanne married 
Earl Pritchard. They lived with Earl’s 
parents, Oliver and Erma, for a brief 
time on the Pritchard Farm north of 
Hinckley. ►Jeanne Pritchard gave fl oral arranging programs for Home Extension in 1960. She went 

to fl oral school in Chicago and then worked at fl oral shops while she farmed with her 
husband, Earl.

“Housework was hard because 
we made everything.”
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The newly married couple farmed with Oliver and 
Erma until they bought a 200-acre farm adjoining the 
home farm in 1946. They named their farm on Perry 
Road, Tannenbaum Manor, based on the hundreds of 
evergreens they planted on the farmstead. 

As a young farm woman Jeanne worked on the farm 
with her husband Earl and in the home raising their two 
sons, Donald and Robert. As the boys were fi nishing 
high school, she attended the American Floral Art 
School in Chicago and then worked at fl oral shops in 
DeKalb and Sandwich.

 “I helped Earl with the harvests and as he needed 
help with the crops. I continued to tend the gardens and 
fl owers while also working at the fl orists,” said Jeanne.

 Once their sons graduated from the University of 
Illinois, the Pritchard’s sold the dairy and began to 
travel more.

After 31 years of marriage, Earl died unexpectedly 
in 1972, at the age of 52. For a few years Jeanne rented 
their farm until Bob returned to run the farm. “I helped 
Bob with planting, harvest and of course off ered my 
experience from farming with Earl,” Jeanne said. In 
later years Bob and his son, Greg, operated the farm. 

Jeanne is proud of her farm family heritage. The 
Dolder and Pritchard 
families have been 
farming since 1849. 
One farm has been in the 
family for 172 years and 
another for 117 years. Her 
grandson is the seventh 
generation of farmers in 
DeKalb County. ►

Earl and Jeanne Pritchard were married for 31 years. They kept 
busy with their dairy and grain farm in rural Maple Park. 

The Pritchard’s bought their farm northeast of Hinckley in 1947. It’s called Tannenbaum Manor based on the hundreds of evergreens on 
their farmstead.

continued
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Jeanne Dolder Pritchard, 101
What keeps her going – “My 

daily walk with the Lord. I found 
comfort in life by watching God’s 
plants, birds and animals and admiring 
the beauty around me. It was a 
privilege to tend His fl owers and 
garden.”

100th Year Celebration – Jeanne 
Pritchard’s family organized a big 
party at their church with friends 
and neighbors last year. On her 87th 
Birthday she went for a hot air balloon 
ride with her son, Don, and daughter-
in-law, Patti, in North Carolina.

Pritchard Farm – After marrying 
in 1941, the Pritchard’s moved into 
their farm home near Perry Road, 
northeast of Hinckley. The name of 
their farm is Tannenbaum Manor, 
based on hundreds of evergreen 
trees planted there. Earl and Jeanne 
farmed together for 31 years. Upon 
her husband’s death in 1972, Jeanne 
continued to live on their farm. She 
helped her son, Bob, farm until in 
later years when he and his son, Greg, 
operated the farm. Their families have 
been farming since 1849, now with the 
seventh generation. Jeanne lived on 
their farm for 73 years before moving 
to DeKalb a couple of years ago. ►

She was happiest tending to her � owers and garden
For 73 years, Jeanne lived and worked on her family farm, and especially 

enjoyed caring for her fl owers and garden. 
“I was happiest when I could dig in the dirt, weed my fl owers and admire 

the beauty of nature,” said Jeanne. She was known for having worn out 
knees in her blue jeans from kneeling in her gardens.

“I found comfort in life by watching God’s plants, birds and animals. It 
was a privilege to tend His fl owers and garden.”

Her family and friends also appreciated and admired Jeanne’s beautiful 
fl owers and weed-free gardens in their visits to her farm.

As she looks back on her farm life Jeanne notes how diff erent things are 
today. “I grew up in an era where 80 to 160 acres would produce a good 
living for a family. Now farmers need thousands of acres.”

“Everything is bigger today – the farms, the equipment, the stores,” noted 
Jeanne. “I remember going to the local grocery store where I could scoop 
nuts, sugar and candy, dried fruit and lots of other things out of a barrel for 
10 cents a pound.”

Jeanne has reached major milestones 
which have been celebrated with family 
and friends. For her 75th Birthday her 
sons paid a surprise visit to see her in 
Florida. On her 87th Birthday she went for 
a hot air balloon ride with her son, Don, 
and his wife, Patti, in North Carolina. For 
her 100th Birthday, the family organized a 
celebration at their church in Hinckley. 

Proud of her family, the Pritchard bunch has grown to include two sons, 
fi ve grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.

So what keeps this 101-year-old going? “Each day is like the next. I 
enjoy reading the Bible and remembering the friends and events I’ve had.” 

Now living in DeKalb, Jeanne maintains that “life has been good.” 
Working outdoors most of her life and her daily walk with the Lord have 
kept her gentle spirit going. “I know God is in control and despite all the 
bad (in our world), love will win in the end.”

For Jeanne’s 100th Birthday the family organized a celebration at their church. 
Shown are (from left) Don, Bob, Greg, Scott, Becky, Mark and Mary with Jeanne. 

“I was happiest when 
I could dig in the dirt, 
weed my fl owers 
and admire the 
beauty of nature.”
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Florence liked being in the house more 
than her siblings to help her mother, 
Mabel. She tells the story of when 
her sister was doing dishes and being 
infuriated with Florence for not helping, 
Agnes threw the dishwater out the 
window on her and her dog! 

Farm families marked each day with 
a task. Monday was wash day, Tuesday 
ironing, Wednesday mending, Thursday 
shopping, Friday and Saturday cleaning 
and baking, and Sunday was church.

On wash days, Florence would help 
her mother get laundry done before 
school. “We had a lever on the tub but 
had to agitate the wash by hand. Then we 
put all the clothes through the wringer. 
Later Dad put a motor on the wringer.” 

Because they didn’t have “running 
water” until she was a teenager, Florence 
recalls their family using outhouses with 
pages from a Sears catalog suffi  cing for 
toilet paper. “It was fun to look at the 
catalogs out there…and stay as long as 
you could to get out of doing dishes!” ►

The Owen children helped raise sheep on their farm. Shown are Agnes, Florence and 
Emery in 1924. continued

Florence Owen Hipple 
World War I had ended but the Spanish Flu Pandemic 
was in its second year. Florence Mabel Owen was 
born during the pandemic on March 13, 1919 at 
home in Wayne, Illinois. 

Growing up primarily in Northern Illinois, Florence 
moved a dozen times, from farm to farm with her 
family. Her father, John Owen from Wales, was a hired 
hand and a tenant farmer, which meant he grew crops 
and raised livestock for several diff erent owners of farmland. 
Farm changes occurred in March so tenant farmers, who didn’t own 
their own farm, would move in the spring.

“Dad was always looking for better farms to rent,” said Florence. “We 
moved a lot during my childhood.” 

With all of their moves her family had to adjust to diff erent farm houses, 
some better than others. In the 1920s and 30s most farm houses didn’t have 
indoor plumbing or electricity. 

� e early years without plumbing & electricity
Florence and her two siblings, Agnes and Emery, helped pump water from 

the well and carry it into the house for drinking, cooking, bathing and washing 
clothes. They also brought in corn cobs or wood to heat the cook stove and heat 
stove. 

The children helped their father and mother with both household and 
livestock chores. “We milked cows, raised chickens, cattle, sheep and pigs and 
harnessed horses,” explained Florence. Being the youngest, Florence admitted 
that her older brother and sister did most of the farm chores. 



Once a week the Owens would take a 
bath close to the heat stove to stay warm. 
“We had a big round galvanized tub and the 
whole family took turns taking a bath in the 
same water. The water got pretty cold before 
everyone was bathed. Then we would get 
clean underwear for the week. We washed 
our hair at the kitchen sink with regular bar 
soap,” explained Florence.

She remembers that the family always ate together, three set times for the 
three meals. To this day the kitchen table is her favorite place in the home.  
“All the meals were big, but the biggest was at noon,” noted Florence. “The 
folks would butcher their own meat – chicken, pigs, sheep, geese and duck.”

As far as her upbringing, she explained that her parents were “strict” and 
she was raised in a Christian home. “Mother knew the 10 commandments 
and lived by them. Dad sang old hymns. Grandpa read the Bible three times 
through.”

On Sundays her family would travel east to visit relatives. “We just 
showed up and hoped they were home,” said Florence. Their Sunday drives 
typically would include a home-cooked meal and some family fun. 

For pleasure, Florence liked to play with her dog and read the newspaper 
and Sunday School papers, often times by the light of the kerosene lamp.

As the Owen family moved from farm to farm, Florence had a challenging 
time establishing relationships at mostly one-room country schools. “Just 
about the time I became acquainted with other children, we would move. 
That was hard for me as a shy farm girl.” ►
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Florence’s father always gave her a bob 
haircut. Here, she is 6 years old, in 1925. 

Threshing oats, Mabel ran the binder machine and John Owen operated the steel-wheel tractor. Also shown is Florence in 1928.

“Dad was always 
looking for better 
farms to rent. We 
moved a lot during 
my childhood.”
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The schools were located one or two miles from the farmstead but regardless 
they walked to school almost every weekday. 

In 1932 their family moved to Waterman, living on a couple diff erent farms 
located south and north of town. Florence went all four years to Waterman 
High School and graduated in 1936. 

She began dating Edgar “Junior” Hipple after high school. Both of them 
were working for the Johnsons – Junior was hauling cattle for Paul Johnson 
and Florence helped Olive Johnson with household work and the children. At 

the same time Florence was also 
working at DeKalb Ag sorting seed 
corn in Waterman and Junior was 
working on his father’s farm.

Florence married Junior Hipple in 
1941. They moved to the Hipple Farm 
on Rt. 23, southeast of Waterman, 
to live in the big white farmhouse 
which Junior’s father had built in 
1904. While Junior tended to the farm 
Florence handled the housework. ►

The Hipple Farm dates back to 1870, a sesquicentennial farm. This picture shows the farmstead in 1971, the last year that Florence and 
Junior lived there. Now their grandson, the 5th generation of Hipples, lives and farms there southeast of Waterman.

 “I had a lot of fun in life. I have 
a good family. And I have 
nothing to complain about.”

Junior and Florence Hipple were 
married August 13, 1941 at the 
Waterman Presbyterian Church. 
They celebrated their 60th 
Anniversary (right) in 2001.

continued
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Florence Owen Hipple, 101
What keeps her going – “I 

have a good family and I give the 
Lord credit for where I am today.” 
One of her favorite scriptures is 
Psalm 23. When she has trouble 
sleeping she says these beloved 
words over and over. 

100th Year Celebration – 
Florence Hipple likes parties! She 
had one big party at the Waterman 
Community Building with family 
and friends in attendance in 2019. 
For her 90th she had four smaller 
parties – a tea party with friends, 
a family dinner party, Bible study 
party, and church open house.

Hipple Farm – After her 
marriage to Edgar (Junior) in 
1941 they moved to the Hipple 
Farm on Rt. 23 southeast of 
Waterman. Junior was the third 
generation to farm since the 
family settled here in 1870. Junior 
and Florence lived on the home 
farm for 30 years before moving 
to town. Son, Jerry, and grandson, 
Adam, are the fourth and fi fth 
generations to farm. Adam lives 
in the family’s farmhouse built in 
1904 by Edgar, Sr. ►

telephone each Sunday to check on 
one another and see what’s new. 
“Sometimes we don’t say much 
but it’s comforting just to hear her 
voice,” said Florence.

Florence cherishes her life and 
doesn’t take things for granted – 
especially all the changes which 
have occurred during her lifetime.

She sums up her passion for 
life with her favorite quote: “One 
day at a time, this is enough. Do 
not look back and grieve for the 
past, for it is gone. And do not be 
troubled about the future, for it has 
not yet come. Live in the present, 
and make it so beautiful that you 
will fi nd it worth remembering.” 
Ida Scott Taylor

The Hipple family: Florence (seated) is shown with her adult children Jerry (Sue) 
and Judy. Jerry and Sue’s children and grandchildren are also pictured. Florence 
has two children, four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Modern conveniences make housework easier 
The Hipple Farm dates back to 1870 to ancestors John and Lucy Hipple. They 

had four sons and the youngest, Edgar, would eventually live on and run the 
160-acre home farm. Edgar was one of the founding members of the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau and the DeKalb Agricultural Association serving on both 
boards in the early days of the organizations. 

Florence and Junior raised crops and livestock on the Hipple Farm for 30 years 
of their married life with help from their children Judy and Jerry. Jerry and his 
son, Adam, now operate the farm. Adam is the fi fth generation to farm and lives 
with his family in the farmhouse.

Looking back on her farm life, Florence appreciated the modern conveniences 
which came during her marriage, especially her washer and dryer. “It’s hard to 
imagine not having these now,” she said. “All of these conveniences have made 
life easier.” 

In 1971 Florence and Junior moved to the north side of town. They had been 
married for 62 years when Junior died in 2003. 

Florence has spent the last 50 years living comfortably in her home in town 
with family and friends nearby. 

“I had a lot of fun in my life. I have a good family. And I have nothing to 
complain about,” said the almost 102-year-old. “Perhaps I’m still here to enjoy 
my great-granddaughter, Audrey.” 

Once a week Florence (GG) sees Audrey and they enjoy each other’s company 
doing simple things. Daughter-in-law Sue brings them together for the day. “I 
call them my bookends – 100 years apart. They play together, we laugh a lot, and 
it has helped us get through the Covid pandemic,” said Sue.

Because of the pandemic, Florence regrets she is unable to attend the 
Presbyterian Church in town. She’s been a faithful member and servant there for 
over 80 years. One of her favorite scriptures is Psalm 23. 

She enjoys reading the Bible, wholesome books and the newspaper regularly 
to pass the time. 

To celebrate her 100th Birthday her family arranged an open house at the 
Waterman Community Building. She was surrounded by family and friends 
including her friend of 85 years – Violet Suddeth Challand. The two talk on the 
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continued

and drove them, pulling the hayfork 
into the mow. We got the hay in the 
barn before the storm,” she said. 

Since her father was a tenant 
farmer, the young farm family moved 
often. “Dad worked for diff erent 
farmers in the Lee and Shabbona 
areas. So we moved around a lot to 
diff erent farms,” recalls Gladys.

Their farm family had a large 
garden which was tended to mostly 
by her and her mother. Later Gladys 
would also have a big garden and 
raise all sorts of vegetables like 
potatoes, carrots, beets, tomatoes, 
green beans, and cucumbers. The 
family canned many of the vegetables 
and stored them in the cellar to 
preserve them. ►

Gladys Holle (right) is 
pictured with her high school 
friend Lucille Espe (left) in 
1941 at a bridal shower she 
hosted for Gladys. 

Gladys Holle Schnorr
Hard work didn’t bother Gladys Schnorr one bit. Her 
work ethic throughout her farm life propelled her into 
the golden years. 

Born Aug. 19, 1920, Gladys Catherine Holle was the 
second child and only girl born to Gertrude and George 
Holle in Lee. As a young farm girl she worked alongside 
her parents and siblings on the farm and in their home.

Farms in the 1920s were small and diversifi ed then, with 
a variety of livestock and crops that were used to feed the 
family and to sell at market.

Fieldwork & livestock chores were hard work
Gladys helped with the farm chores by milking cows, feeding pigs and 

chickens. Oftentimes she worked with her older brother, Darrel. Her younger 
brothers, Glenn and Wilbur, were eight to 10 years her junior so it was later 
when they would do farm chores.

As a young farm girl, she remembers picking fi eld corn by hand with a hook 
and then throwing ear after ear against the bangboard in the wagon. “I always 
had the front row in picking corn. We picked in the morning and afternoon 

doing a few acres each day 
in the fall. Then we stored 
the corn in the crib. It was 
hard work,” said Gladys.

What she looked forward 
to was taking the corn to 
the nearby elevator and 
watching the wagon be 
hoisted up to unload the 
corn. “I remember being 
scared as the wagon was 
raised up. But I went 
because I would get a piece 
of candy. What you do for 
a piece of candy (in those 
days).”

Gladys also helped put up 
hay. One story she recalls: 
“There was a storm coming 
so Dad woke me up in the 
middle of the night to put 
up a load of hay that was 
left outside. Dad set the 
forks in the square bales 
and I harnessed the horses 



“I wrote about working 
in my family’s garden for 
school. And based on my 
writing, my teacher could 
tell I truly worked hard in 
our garden,” stated Gladys.

The Holle family lived 
outside of Lee but went to 
town for groceries and other 
business. “All week I would 
think about going to town 
to get a treat. I usually got a 
glass of julep or a scoop of 
ice cream at the restaurant 
in Lee.” 

Her school days started 
when she was fi ve years 
old, going to the one-room 
country school on Houghtby 
Road. Next she went to the Lee Grade School in town. 
Lee High School was only for three years so she graduated 
from Lee and then fi nished her fourth year at Shabbona 
High School, graduating in 1937 at the age of 16. 

After high school Gladys worked at the Wrigley’s 
grocery store in Lee. It was one of two grocery stores in 
town. She worked 70 hours a week and made $5. “With my fi rst check I bought 
mother a new pair of shoes – hers were worn out,” Gladys said.

Gladys remembers that Sundays at the grocery store were busy because 
farmers would bring in eggs. She would candle the eggs. The grocery store is 
where she met Raymond Schnorr, a local farmer, who would come to the store 
to buy grapefruit. 

Farm family works together to make ends meet
Ray and Gladys were married July 3, 1941 at St. James Catholic Church in 

Lee. Their wedding reception was held at the Schnorr Farm located 3.5 miles 
west of town. That’s where Ray’s parents, Joe and Katie, lived until they 
moved to Rochelle a couple years later. Ray and Gladys moved to the Schnorr 
Farm in 1943.

The Schnorr Farm dates back to the 1880s with the fi rst ancestors being 
Wilhelm and Pauline Schnorr. Ray was the third generation to live and farm 
there. Their sons, Doug, and Dennis, were the fourth generation to farm the 
240-acre home base. 

Gladys remembers the farmhouse did not have indoor plumbing but instead 
used an outhouse and they carried water from the pump to the house. Within 
the fi rst year Joe and Katie had indoor plumbing installed in the farmhouse as 
they realized how wonderful it was to have in their Rochelle home.

Raising their young family required 
Gladys to get some fi eld work done 
early in the morning. “I would come in 
to make sure the kids got off  to school 
and then I would return to the fi eld,” 
she said. 

Their children Gerry, Doug, Jan and 
Dennis helped on the farm and were 
active in school and sports activities. 
The children raised pigs and chickens 
as 4-H projects and had other projects. 

Gladys recalls the time the pigs had 
gotten out of their pen one morning 
and the kids were helping to get them 
back. The school bus came and left 
without them. After the excitement 
that morning, the kids cleaned up and 
she took them to school. “I explained 
to the principal why they were late. 
Who could make that up,” asked 
Gladys. ►
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“I didn’t mind the hard work. I didn’t know any 
different. Sure, we had some tough times but 
maybe it was for my good. Farm families are 
good workers.”

Gladys received this doll from her paternal grandmother.  She is 
shown with her brother, Darrel, in 1925. (Left) Gladys still has her 
doll, 96 years old. 
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Because Gladys and Ray Schnorr were buying the farm, “money was 
tight.” Their cattle, pigs, sheep, chickens and a big garden helped them be 
self-sustaining. They sold their livestock, crops and eggs for income. They 
butchered their own meat. “We pinched pennies when we had to.” 

“I would sell eggs and dress chickens to help make ends meet,” said Gladys. 
“It was a lot of work for 25 cents a chicken. Times have changed!” 

In other farm stories, Gladys remembers some mean cows and roosters. She 
evaded a couple of the cows that charged her, because she was quick enough to 
get to safety. The roosters had a tendency to chase the kids. “Off  to the swings 
they would run and jump up on them, and scream for help. I would run to their 
rescue and scare the rooster away. It would crow and puff  its chest out being so 
proud.”

Gladys and Ray worked side-by-
side on the farm throughout their 
married life. They were married 
for 51 years. Ray retired in the late 
1980’s due to declining health and 
died in 1993. Dennis took over the 
farming (with Doug’s help), but 
retired in 2017 due to poor health; he 
died in 2019. 

Looking back on farm days, Gladys 
said, “I didn’t mind the hard work. I 
didn’t know any diff erent. Sure, we 
had some tough times but maybe it 
was for my good. Farm families are 
good workers.”

Her farm family has grown to 
include nine grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. One of her 
grandsons farms in Indiana and 
another one works for John Deere. ►

continued

Ray and Gladys Schnorr were 
married July 3, 1941 at St. James 
Catholic Church in Lee. Gladys and Ray farmed together 

for 51 years, shown here in 1987.

The Schnorr Farm in 1955. The farm dates back to the 1880s 
with four generations of family members living and farming there. 
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Gladys Holle Schnorr, 100
What keeps her going – “I 

would say it’s a combination of 
hard work and good eats. We 
lived on the farm, worked hard 
and ate what we raised. Also 
my faith, as I continue to attend 
church once a week, even during 
Covid.”

100 Year Celebration –  
Last year during the Coronavirus 
pandemic, Gladys Schnorr sat in 
her car on the front circle drive 
of Indian Creek High School 
while family and friends drove 
by honking and acknowledging 
her birthday with balloons and 
signs. Then a party was held 
outside daughter Jan’s house 
in Shabbona. She also went 
kayaking at Lake Shabbona with 
her daughter-in-law, Wendy. 
For her 90th Birthday, Gladys 
was treated to a Cubs game at 
Wrigley Field with the family. 

Schnorr Farm – Gladys and 
Raymond Schnorr were married 
in 1941 and a couple years later 
they moved to the family farm 
west of Lee. The Schnorr Farm 
dates back to the 1880s with four 
generations of Schnorrs having 
lived and farmed there. After her 
husband’s death in 1993, Gladys 
continued to live on their farm. 
After 74 years on the farm, in 
2017, she moved to Shabbona 
with her daughter, Jan.  ■

Gladys lived on the Schnorr 
Farm for 74 years. She moved 
to Shabbona in 2017 with her 
daughter, Jan. Her favorite 
pastimes are putting together 
jigsaw puzzles, watching “Judge 
Judy,” playing euchre and helping 

her daughter bake. Gladys is known for her delicious pies and crust. A family 
favorite is green tomato pie; she tweaked her mother-in-law’s recipe.

In her late 90’s, Gladys was still walking two miles a day and gardening 
when a hip issue forced her to slow down. In good weather she now likes to 
walk some in town with her daughter.  

For her 90th Birthday her family treated her to a Cubs game at Wrigley 
Field and dinner at Harry Caray’s Restaurant. On her 100th Birthday she had 
a drive-by party at Indian Creek High School where family and friends wished 
her well from their cars. And, she went kayaking at Lake Shabbona!

Now 100 ½ years, Gladys attributes her longevity to her lifestyle of being 
a farm woman and her faith. She has been a member of St. James Catholic 
Church in Lee for 80 years and attends weekday Mass while social distancing 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 “I would sell eggs and dress 
chickens to help make ends meet. 
It was a lot of work for 25 cents a 
chicken. Times have changed!” 

(Right) Gladys celebrated 
her 100th Birthday in 
Shabbona with 29 family 
members including her 
adult children Doug, 
Gerry and Jan. She also 
went kayaking at Lake 
Shabbona.

(Above) The Schnorrs 
raised plenty of 
potatoes through the 
years. Here Gladys 
and sons, Doug, 
and Dennis, have a 
wheelbarrow full in 
1981.



30      CONNECTIONS    February 2021

Teacher
 Feature

Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Sandy Arndt

Teaching
School:  Genoa-Kingston Middle School

Grade:  7th Grade

Subject:  Life Science

Number of years teaching:  15 years

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I am the Ag Literacy Ambassador for my school. 
My family has been a part of Farm Bureau forever, and I was a recipient of a Farm Bureau 
scholarship way back in the day.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I’m lucky enough to teach my favorite topic all year 
long - Biology! I love all the units.  

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  I love seeing students’ passion for science 
grow throughout the year. Seventh graders always have fun and interesting questions and 
boy do they love to talk! I NEVER have a boring day.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom?  I feature a new “Microbe of 
the Week” every Monday which are stuffed animal versions of microscopic organisms. 
The students look forward to Mondays when I introduce our new “friend” for the week. I 
even have a stuffed Coronavirus.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  Students need to 
learn where their food and other products come from, beyond the store. By the time they 
hit middle school they have so many misconceptions about what agriculture entails; I feel 
it is my job to get them the correct information. 

How do you inspire your students?  My goal every year is to help students realize that 
science can be fun! I do whatever it takes to keep them engaged and entertained during 

lessons. As a teacher, I am a performer and if I want to keep the 
attention of 12 and 13 year-old students I have to put on a 

pretty good show!

Personal
Hometown:  Clare

Family:  Husband, Keith, and two children, 
Lillian (13) and Samuel (10), as well as 
two cats, a rabbit, a fl ock of chickens, 
and a pet hissing cockroach (no, I’m not 
kidding).

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree 
in Biology from Knox College; Master’s 
Degree in Education from the University of 
Washington; Master’s Degree in Biological 
Sciences specializing in Biology Teaching 
from Northern Illinois University

Favorites
Hobbies:  Reading, riding my bike, 
nature walks

Books:  Non-fi ction science books and 
young adult novels so I know what my 
students are reading

Food:  Everything my husband makes –  
he’s a great cook!

TV show/movie:  “Big Bang Theory”

Travel destination:  Any place with 
beautiful trees ■
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aG LITERaCY

drawing on ag Knowledge

FARM Bags
Librarians, youth group 
leaders, teachers… have you 
requested your FARM Bag 
supplies? Each bag includes a 
hands-on activity, informational 
reading, links to videos, and 
book recommendations. Go to 
https://growyoungminds.org/
teaching-resources/f-a-r-m-
bags/ to request supplies and  
download activity pages.

upcoming faRM Bag themes: 
Month FARM topic Request deadline Supplies ready for pickup
March Farmers Feb. 26 March 12
April Soil April 2 April 16
May Beef Cattle April 30 May 14 ■

It’s time for our CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest! We are 
again inviting teachers to incorporate agriculture-focused lessons to prepare 
students to create cover illustrations. The lessons may utilize our Ag in the 
Classroom program and/or other ag literacy resources. 

Visit  www.GrowYoungMinds.org for rules and entry forms.

Objectives
1. Encourage educators to incorporate 

farm and food topics in the 
classroom via ag literacy resources 
and the Ag in the Classroom 
program.

2. Increase student understanding 
of how our daily lives depend on 
agriculture.

3. Foster appreciation of the role of 
farms and farmers in our community.

Eligibility
The contest is open to 1st-5th grade 
classes in DeKalb County.

Entry Deadline
All entries must be received at the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau offi  ce no 
later than Friday, May 7, 2021.

Prizes
Gift cards will be awarded to fi rst 
through third place winners at each 
grade level. First place winners will 
receive $25; second place, $15; and 
third place, $10. The grand prize 
winning design will appear as the 
front cover of the June 2021 issue 
of this magazine! ■

Calling all 1st-5th grade teachers
Sign up now for 2021 AITC at http://bit.ly/2021AITCreq. 

Instead of our usual in-person classroom 
presentations, this year’s AITC program 
will provide supplies for hands-on lessons 
complemented by a Bitmoji-style virtual 
learning environment. 

1st-2nd Grade - Why Farms Matter
Students will explore how farming connects 
their own lives.

What are farms, and why do they matter? In this 
lesson, students will trace the products they eat and use 
every day back to their farm origins. Students will then 
make living seed germination necklaces as a reminder of 
how farmers grow the products we need to survive.

3rd-5th Grade - The Science of Agriculture
Students will discover ways in which agriculture relies 
on science to produce food and other products.

From soil to seed to grocery store, agriculture revolves around SCIENCE. 
In this lesson, students will learn about several scientifi c innovations in 
agriculture. They will also explore the science of bioplastic and make their 
own plastic from corn. ■

For questions about our 
Ag in the Classroom program, email 
rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org.
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Cabin fever - Nestled on the west edge of Russell Woods’ sprawling forests, lies 
the Miller Ellwood cabin. The 185-year-old cabin was one of the fi rst houses built in 
DeKalb County. William and Patience Miller settled in Kingston in 1835 and built 
the cabin from white oak logs. They used mud and clay from the Kishwaukee River 
to chink the walls. The interior walls were once lined with newspapers dating back to 
the 1830s. Barbed-wire baron, Isaac Ellwood, worked on the Miller family farm and 
married William Miller’s daughter, Harriet. The cabin remained in the Ellwood family 
until it was donated to the DeKalb County Forest Preserve in 2010. The cabin was 
built approximately one mile south of where it now lies at 31966 Pleasant Hill Rd. in 
Kingston. It was carefully deconstructed and rebuilt when donated. 

                                                                                                                                               Source: DeKalb County History Center

The Miller Ellwood cabin was chosen for The SEEN IT                      contest in the January CONNECTIONS. 
The winner of the contest is Mark Lampard of Genoa who correctly identifi ed the image. ■

SEEN IT

Members, tell us what 
this is and where you saw 
it. Send your response 
to: connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call us at 815-756-6361 
and share your name and 
address. Correct answers 
will be entered into a 
drawing for a $20 gift card. 
In the next issue we will 
reveal the answer and 
information about this photo. 

SEEN IT                     January 2021
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COuNTRY

www.countryfi nancial.com

Planning a wedding is an exciting 
time for couples. From choosing 
a venue to making the guest list, 
couples have many decisions to make 
for their big day. But there’s one 
important detail couples shouldn’t 
lose sight of in the excitement of 
planning a wedding – having the 
money talk. 

“Budgeting, managing debt and 
planning for the future are vital 
discussions a couple should have 
before tying the knot,” said Karolina 
Skinner from COUNTRY Financial. 
“Finances are often a source of 
friction in a marriage. In fact, a recent 
survey conducted by COUNTRY 
Financial found that 31% of couples 
cited spending issues as the source 
of disagreements, so communication 
early in the process is key.”

Wedding Budget
According to the Knot, the 

average cost for a wedding in 2020 
was $30,000. A Country Financial 
survey revealed that the majority of 
Americans (86 percent) think that’s 
too much. 

“Discuss both your wedding budget 
and determine who is paying for 
what,” said Skinner. More than half 
(51 percent) of those surveyed by 
COUNTRY Financial believe both 
the couple and the parents should 

Beyond the aisle: Planning for your Wedding
and your financial future

share the costs of the 
wedding. 

If you’re trying to save 
money on your wedding 
try these ideas:

• Consider getting married on a day 
other than Saturday.

• Have your wedding and reception 
at an outdoor venue such as a garden 
to take advantage of the natural 
blooms and greenery. 

• Skip the expensive cake and have 
a dessert bar.

• Ask friends and family to 
help. You may know a talented 
photographer or graphic designer 
who would be honored to get 
involved.

Before You Say “I Do”
Forty-four percent of couples 

surveyed by COUNTRY Financial 
said one or both parties had pre-
existing debt and it factored into 
their discussions about joining their 
fi nances. Perform an annual credit 
check before having the money talk 
to get a full view of each of your 
fi nancial situations. 

After the Honeymoon
Of course money matters are an 

ongoing facet of any relationship. 
Maintaining unity with your partner 
requires more than just a one-time sit 
down.

To remain in sync on their 
fi nancial present and future, couples 
can follow some teamwork tips.

• Make it a date: Set up a regular 
time each month to sit down and 
discuss household fi nances. Carving 
out time to review fi nances will help 
keep fi nancial goals and concerns 
from slipping through the cracks 
when schedules get busy.

• Value proposition: What are 
expenditures your partner feels are 
most important? When is an expense 
a necessity and when is splurging 
on convenience items appropriate? 
If couples talk about spending 
priorities, miscommunication about 
how money is spent is less likely.

• Seek some help: Couples might 
not always agree on the best way 
to meet fi nancial goals. And one 
partner, or both, might not be 
confi dent in the best path for savings 
and investment. Sitting down with 
an expert who can explain what 
options are available is will provide 
helpful options towards achieving 
fi nancial security.

For more information visit www.
countryfi nancial.com. ■
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Speaking for Illinois 4-H:  
Your Voice Matters

The Speaking for Illinois 4-H training is a chance for 
4-H members to help tell our story.

This virtual session introduces public speaking skills 
that will prepare teens to be the voice of 4-H at state 
legislative events and to meet with county and state 
elected officials, potential donors, civic groups, and 
new volunteers. Learn how to adapt your 4-H story to 
specific audiences and improve your business etiquette 
skills.

This training is a joint youth/adult partnership 
including members of the Illinois State 4-H Youth 
Leadership Team and Extension adults and volunteers 
with expertise in government, speaking, and 4-H. 
Members need to be at least 14 to participate. Training 
is offered three times a year. 

Register for free by March 4 at: https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?Registration
ID=23019. 

Registered participants will be emailed an agenda 
for the day’s training, details about the program and 
directions on how to call in. Youth must attend the 
entire training to be included on the state Speaking for 
Illinois 4-H roster. Please log in a few minutes early to 
check-in.

For more information, contact 4-H Leadership 
Specialist Katie Duitsman at pilcher3@illinois.edu. ■

Wee Naturalists continues

News provided by offices in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture

Nature is a place for children to explore, learn and 
grow and Wee Naturalists allows for just that!

Nature-loving children, families and educators are 
invited to explore a different nature theme now until May 
2021 through video stories and lessons.

The pre-recorded hour-long sessions are appropriate for 
families with children ages 4 to 7 and pre-K to 2nd-grade 
educators. Program materials can be accessed starting on 
the first Saturday and viewed at any time.

Learning through nature-related stories, a lesson and 
even virtual hikes will give children a view of nature they 
don’t always see or hear. 

Lessons are taught by Energy and Environmental 
Stewardship Educator Peggy Doty who introduces 
science vocabulary and helps children understand 
ecosystem relationships.

Register in advance online for one or all of the 
sessions. The cost to participate is $5 for a household or 
classroom per month. Upcoming sessions include: April 
3, Earth Gifts; May 1, Roots Slurp.

For more information, please email Program 
Coordinator Judy Hodge at hodg@illinois.edu or call the 
Natural Resource Education Center at 815-784-2000. ■
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) has opened signup for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program. 

Funded by the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020, this new 
program provides assistance to producers who suffered eligible crop quality 
losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2019. The deadline to apply for 
QLA is Friday, March 5.

Eligible Crops - Eligible crops include those for which federal crop 
insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, such 
as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, 
ornamental nursery, Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. 

Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to 
livestock or that are in storage may be eligible; 
however, crops that were destroyed before harvest 
are not eligible. Crop quality losses occurring after 
harvest, due to deterioration in storage, or that could 
have been mitigated, are also not eligible.

Assistance is based on a producer’s harvested affected production of 
an eligible crop, which must have had at least a 5% quality loss reflected 
through a quality discount; or for forage crops, a nutrient loss, such as total 
digestible nutrients.

Qualifying Disaster Events - Losses must have been a result of a 
qualifying disaster event (hurricane, excessive moisture, flood, qualifying 
drought, tornado, typhoon, volcanic activity, snowstorm, or wildfire) or 
related condition that occurred in calendar years 2019.

Assistance is available for eligible producers in counties that received 
a qualifying Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial 
Disaster Designation because of one or more of the qualifying disaster 
events or related conditions. 

Lists of counties with Presidential Emergency Disaster Declarations and 
Secretarial Disaster Designations for all qualifying disaster events for 2019 
are available at: https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus/eligible-
counties. 

To determine QLA eligibility and payments, FSA considers the total 
quality loss caused by all qualifying natural disasters in cases where a crop 
was impacted by multiple events. 

Applying for QLA - When applying, producers are asked to provide 
verifiable documentation to support claims of quality loss or nutrient loss 
in the case of forage crops. For crops that have been sold, grading must 
have been completed within 30 days of harvest, and for forage crops, a 
laboratory analysis must have been completed within 30 days of harvest.

Some acceptable forms of documentation include sales receipts from 
buyers, settlement sheets, truck or warehouse scale tickets, written sales 
contracts, similar records that represent actual and specific quality loss 
information, and forage tests for nutritional values.

Payments Calculations and Limitations - QLA payments are 
based on formulas for the type of crop (forage or non-forage) and loss 
documentation submitted. Based on this documentation FSA is calculating 
payments based on the producer’s own individual loss or based on the 
county average loss. More information on payments can be found on 
farmers.gov/quality-loss. 

Quality Loss Assistance available for producers affected by natural disasters
FSA will issue payments once the 

application period ends. If the total 
amount of calculated QLA payments 
exceeds available program funding, 
payments will be prorated.

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 
2020, the maximum amount that a 
person or legal entity may receive, 
directly or indirectly, is $125,000. 
Payments made to a joint operation 
(including a general partnership 
or joint venture) will not exceed 
$125,000, multiplied by the number 
of persons and legal entities that 
comprise the ownership of the joint 
operation. 

A person or legal entity is 
ineligible for QLA payment if the 
person’s or legal entity’s average 
Adjusted Gross Income exceeds 
$900,000, unless at least 75% is 
derived from farming, ranching or 
forestry-related activities.

Future Insurance Coverage 
Requirements - All producers 
receiving QLA Program payments 
are required to purchase crop 
insurance or NAP coverage for the 
next two available crop years at the 
60% coverage level or higher. 

Wildlife and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program Plus (WHIP+) participants 
who already met the WHIP+ 
requirement to purchase crop 
insurance or NAP coverage are 
considered to have thereby met 
the requirement to purchase crop 
insurance or NAP coverage for QLA. 

If eligible, QLA participants 
may meet the insurance purchase 
requirement by purchasing Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection coverage 
offered through USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency.

More Information - For more 
information, visit farmers.gov/
quality-loss, or contact your local 
USDA Service Center. Producers 
can also obtain one-on-one support 
with applications by calling 877-508-
8364. ■



Receive 5% off  
with Enterprise 
1-800-RENT-A-CAR
enterprise.com/ilfb 
Contract ID #ILFARM

Receive up to 20% off  
with Alamo 
1-800-462-5266
alamo.com/offer/ilfb 
Contract ID #421770

Receive up to 20% off  
with National Car Rental 
1-800-CAR-RENT
nationalcar.com/offer/ilfb  
Contract ID #5706352

Receive up to 30% off  
with AVIS 
1-800-331-1212 
avis.com/ilfb   
Contract ID #A298813

Receive up to 30% off  
with Budget 
1-800-527-0700 
budget.com/ilfb  
Contract ID #Y775713

For assistance and to obtain your  DeKalb County Farm Bureau® 
membership number, please contact us at 815-756-6361.

Save up to 30% off 
“Best Available Rate”  
at Great Wolf Lodge      
Advance reservations required 
Call 1-800-905-WOLF
Corporate Code: ILLI617A 

Enjoy up to 20% off  
with Choice Hotels® 
advance reservations required
1-800-258-2847 
IFB #00800614 

Enjoy up to 20% off  
“Best Available Rate”  
with Wyndham Hotels & Resorts 
advance reservations required 
1-877-670-7088 
IFB #8000002027
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0820-505HC_B_68662-1/20/2021

Your farm is your legacy
Let us help you protect it with customized farm insurance.

Farm insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois.

Phil Hasz 

(815)756-8026

Steve Klopfenstein 
(815)824-2920

Chris Patterson 

(815)756-9536

Karolina Skinner 
(815)786-2209

David Gingerich 

(815)784-6688

Kathy Martin 

(815)786-6584

Craig Popp 
(815)756-9536

Gavin Wilson 

(815)748-7064

Dan Howes 

(815)756-9536

Dean Miller 
(815)748-7064

Mike Shipley 

(815)756-9536



deKalb County farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


