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Your farm is your legacy
Let me help you protect it with customized farm and crop insurance.

0820-515HC_B_68862-10/11/2021

Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Phil Hasz 

(815)756-8026

Steve Klopfenstein 
815-824-2920

Chris Patterson 

815-756-9536

Mike Shipley 
815-756-9536

Dave Gingerich 

815-784-6688

Kathy Martin 

815-786-6584

Craig Popp 
815-756-9536

Karolina Skinner 

815-786-2209

Dan Howes 

815-756-9536

Dean Miller 
815-748-7064

Zeke Scott 

815-756-8026

Gavin Wilson 

815-748-7064
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It begins at the grassroots
In December, I have the honor of representing my fellow 

DeKalb County farmers and Farm Bureau members at the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Chicago.  

As president of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau, I 
realize the importance of this meeting and the grassroots 
process of farmers coming together throughout the state 
of Illinois to formulate Farm Bureau policy and to discuss 
issues impacting agriculture.  

Issues like trade, environmental regulations, tax reform 
and local government are usually at the top of the list. 
But also considered are issues impacting our general 
membership, like education, communication and public 
image, Illinois’ state budget, business climate in Illinois and 
many others.  

And to think – this process starts at the local level. 
This discussion not only sets the course for our 

organization, but it also provides direction for our legislative 
leaders at the local, state and national levels. It reinforces 
the beliefs of the Farm Bureau community and solidifies our 

views on issues impacting our membership.
Farm Bureau has a lot of tangible benefits like 

COUNTRY Insurance, Conserv FS farm supplies, hotel 
and car rental discounts, scholarships, Ford rebates and 
member programs. But if you ask this Farm Bureau 
member, the greatest benefit is the voice we have 
representing agriculture.

And it all starts at the grassroots. ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Nov. 30 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pumpkin 
contest was Randy Shook of Sandwich. 
The pumpkin was hidden on page 7 
in the man’s shirt of the Sept./Oct. 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
www.PlantALegacy.org

Ag Literacy 
www.GrowYoungMinds.org

Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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Calendar
NOVEMBER 
Nov. 25-26  Thanksgiving Holiday 
Farm	Bureau	Office	closed

DECEMBER 
Dec. 4-7  Illinois Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting 
Chicago

Dec. 6  “A December to Remember” 
By Terri Crain Goodman 
Prime Timers Luncheon
12-Noon
$7 lunch fee
Register by Nov. 30

Dec. 8  “Holiday Inn” 
Farm Bureau Trip
Fireside Theater, Ft. Atkinson, WI
Filled
Bus departs FB at 9 a.m.

Dec. 24  Christmas Holiday 
Farm	Bureau	Office	closed

Dec. 31  New Year’s Holiday 
Farm	Bureau	Office	closed

Farm Bureau Office Open
The	Farm	Bureau	office	is	open	
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Please stop by or call 815-756-6361 
to reach us. 

Seasons of Serendipity
Twenty-five years ago Joe Dillett hand carved 

a masterpiece for Farm Bureau. And what a 
masterpiece it is! 

But let me explain the “back story” that led to the 
creation of The Seasons of Agriculture mural. 

Thirty years ago this month my mother died 
unexpectedly of a heart attack. Our friends and 
family surrounded us with their love and support… 
and generosity. To honor Mom and her Christian 
faith/church work, our family wanted to provide a 

unique gift to our country church. 
Dad was familiar with Joe Dillett’s wood carvings, so he approached Joe at his 

Somonauk workshop with an idea, a carving of “The Lord’s Supper.” Joe created the 
3’ x 4’ hand crafted piece which was prominently placed in our church sanctuary. 
We admired the carving there, at Fox River Lutheran, in rural Norway (oldest 
Norwegian Lutheran church in America, est. 1861). It helped us heal and gave us 
some spiritual peace.

So here’s how things became connected. In 1995, I mentioned Joe’s work to then 
manager Doug Dashner who was looking for some artwork for our new building’s 
lobby. I described the piece he had done for my family’s church and suggested he 
contact Joe to see if he could carve something for the new Center for Agriculture.

Well as they say, the rest is history. The Seasons of Agriculture mural is admired 
by so many who visit our building. As I glance at it often, I see the church in the 
center of the mural, which resembles my old country church. For me it’s the link 
between two very special wood carvings. ■
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By the
 NUMBERS

Hands of Harvest
This year’s harvest had its challenges, but  
regardless, we take this opportunity to honor  
the hands of harvest. 

In DeKalb County, nearly 900 farm men and  
women harvested 320,000 acres of corn and soybeans from  
September through November. They spent countless hours in combines, tractors 
and semi-trucks to get the crop in.

For this we are grateful. We give thanks for our farmers and all that they provide 
us	–	food,	fiber	and	fuel	–	which	originates	from	the	farm. ■
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Harvest Heroes
We asked and the farm community responded! Farm Bureau requested 

harvest photos for our Facebook page and we’ve chosen a few for this issue of 
CONNECTIONS.

Enjoy these harvest photos taken by Farm Bureau members and staff of 
harvest heroes – some of the farm men, women, and children who were 
involved with this year’s DeKalb County harvest. ►

Local farm families share their harvest photos

Barry Montgomery & daughter Caroline

Brandon Wessels

Ed Peterson

Eila Herrmann

Dan Kohler
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The Hearty Harvest Herd
The Great Green Grazer
Glides slowly by,
Gobbling up the soybeans, 
And	letting	the	chaff	fly.

The Red Stag moves quickly,
Straight through the corn,
With every corn cob,
Very cleanly shorn.

The Mighty Blue Ox,
Pulls	the	grain	cart	up	the	field,
Allowing the combine,
To unload this year’s yield!

Their days start early,
They work long through the night,
The harvest window is small,
The time is quite tight!

So God bless these beasts,
And their hard working guides,
The fruits of their labor, 
To the world doth provide!

By Quentin Johnson 

Quentin Johnson is a Deputy Poet 
Laureate for the City of Aurora and 
an animal control officer. He is also a 
contributor to Poetically Yours, a poetry 
broadcast spot every Friday for WNIJ 
and WNIU. His family owns a farm in 
southern Minnesota and are members 
of Farm Bureau. ►

Kristen Engel’s grain cart co-pilots

Scott Keneway & granddaugther Aubrey

Dan LarsonMark Pritchard

Don & Pat Coffey

Carol Boesche
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Alivia Keegan & Hannah Langton, 
Genoa-Kingston FFA

Jeff Paulsen

Annette Marshall

Bailey Burdick, watching Gary & Jared Clausen

Sandy Deutsch

Tom Hawk

Graham, Avery, & Noah Gletty

Harvest Heroes continued



The 2021 Harvest
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As farmers know, weather is 
always a factor when it comes to 
growing and harvesting crops. 

In a recap of this year’s harvest 
in DeKalb County, farmers got an 
early start because the crops had 
reached full maturity and grain 
moisture levels were ideal. Also, 
field conditions were dry so many 
farmers started harvest in mid-
September. 

September and October saw 
above average temperatures which 
brought grain moisture levels 
lower. For example, soybeans 
were harvested around 10 percent 
moisture and corn ranged from 

Weather is a key factor with corn and soybean production & harvest
16-17 percent moisture. In a typical 
year, soybeans are stored at 13 
percent moisture and corn is dried 
to 15% moisture. As a result, very 
little drying was needed this year 
for grain  storage.

Many farmers got a good three 
weeks of harvest done before the 
rains came in early October and 
again in late October. Combines sat 
idle for a few weeks in October due 
to rainfall and wet field conditions. 

Another weather-related factor 
this year was wind storms, which 
occurred in August, knocking down 
some corn. Farmers refer to this as 
“down” corn. In order to pick up 

the down corn, some added a reel to 
their combine head to help feed the 
flattened corn stalks into the machine. 

The weather also prompted the 
return of some soybeans in fields. 
With the beans being so dry, they 
were prone to shattering out of the 
pods as they were being combined. 
Some of the soybean seeds remained 
in the fields and coupled with warmer 
weather and some rain, it caused the 
seeds  to germinate. Thus, some fields 
looked like a second crop of beans 
was growing.

These harvest scenes capture some 
of what was going on during the 2021 
harvest. ■

Down Corn - Some	corn	fields	were	knocked	down	due	to	
high	winds	in	August.	This	field	north	of	Sandwich	was	severely	
impacted	by	a	wind	storm.	Other	fields	had	pockets	of	wind	
damage	throughout	the	county.	Additionally,	some	fields	had	
corn go down due to lodging, or a weak corn stalk.

Green Beans -	Early	harvested	soybean	fields	ended	up	
growing more beans. The unintended second crop of beans 
occurred because the soybeans were so dry this year and were 
prone to shattering out of the pods while being harvested. Some 
seeds	remained	in	the	field	and	with	warm	weather	and	rain,	they	
began to germinate. 

Reel Head - (Right) This year 
some farmers added a reel to their 
combine head. The reel helped feed 
the down corn into the combine. But 
with the down corn, farmers had to 
reduce their combine speed to adjust 
to picking up as much as possible 
of	the	flattened	corn.	This	meant	
harvest took longer and not all the 
corn was retrieved, thus yields were 
lower	in	these	fields.

Tom Hawk
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the

I write this with a sigh of relief 
that the harvest season is over. I am 
always excited when it begins and 
just as excited when it ends. 

This year things went pretty well, 
although there always seem to be 
some challenges or breakdowns 
during harvest.

For the 2021 harvest, our main 
challenge was getting the corn to feed 
into the combine. Like many farmers 
in our area we had some severe 
storms that blew the corn down 
followed by times of drought that 
made the corn seem to die off early 
and fall to the ground. 

Once the corn is leaning so low to 
the ground, it’s hard to get the corn 
into the combine. So, even though we 
have these big ears of corn, we can’t 
harvest them! 

Fortunately, our corn withstood the 
elements pretty well and our loss was 
minimal. But it was still hard to see 
these large ears of corn lying down on 
the ground. 

Whenever I had a moment to spare 

I would walk around areas of the field 
picking up ears of corn. We also had 
a reel we attached to the corn head, 
which helped feed the corn into the 
combine. 

Considering these challenges I am 
very thankful for how the harvest 
went.

With Thanksgiving upon us, I can 
definitely think of many things to be 
thankful for. I got to spend another 
year working alongside my dad on 
our family farm, no one got hurt 
during the harvest season, and all the 

Recap of Harvest 21

For the 2021 harvest, our main 
challenge was getting the corn 
to feed into the combine. Like 
many farmers in our area we had 
some severe storms that blew the 
corn down followed by times of 
drought that made the corn seem 
to die off early and fall to the 
ground. 

breakdowns we had were fixable. And, 
we have food on the table and a warm 
bed to sleep in. 

But, most of all, we are done with 
harvest! 

Now that harvest is finished, we 
can start planning for next year. We 
will start thinking about what seed 
varieties to plant, how we want to 
manage weeds and other pests, catch 
up on bookkeeping, and working and 
maintaining all the machinery and 
equipment. 

For a moment we can also pause, 
consider how the year went, and 
choose to be thankful.

Happy Thanksgiving! ■

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside her 
father on their family farm in Hinckley 
growing corn and soybeans. She also is a 
clincal therapist when she’s not working on 
the farm.
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Harvest Helpers
Farmers have done it again. Local 

farmers dropped what they were 
doing to help a fellow farmer in need 
during harvest.

Mark Hawkins, a Kingston farmer, 
organized the harvest effort for his 
farm friend, Mike Hagemann, who 
was recently diagnosed with cancer. 
The farm crew harvested 450 acres of 
soybeans in a day and a half in fields 
along Church, Lanan and Glidden 
roads south of Kingston.

 “It was quite difficult to accept 
help, but humbling to know there are 
such good people,” said Hagemann. 
“Some of the farmers that showed 
up I had never met,” he thankfully 

Several	combines	and	grain	carts	were	running	in	fields	to	help	fellow	farmer	Mike	Hagemann	with	soybean	harvest.	Shown	operating	
them are (from left) Ben Drake, Jeff Halat, Dustin Fowler, Matt Baenziger and Joey Hawkins.  Photo courtesy of Mandy Baenziger

acknowledged. 
Normally, the 48-year-old Monroe 

Center farmer would be harvesting 
alongside his father, Larry, and 
employees. But not this year.

Hagemann knew that his ill-health 
would prohibit him from the usual 
long hours of harvest. He was told by 
doctors in August that he would need 
at least three months to recover from 
a planned surgery. So he met with 
family and some friends.  His farm 
friends helped strategize harvest as 
they perused field maps of the soybean 
and corn fields which Hagemann farms 
spanning multiple counties. 

Hawkins, a cancer survivor himself, 

inspired Hagemann to “get healthy” 
and uttered, “we’ll get the crops 
out.” Hawkins contacted local 
farmers who didn’t hesitate to help 
with harvest. 

The Sept. 27-28 soybean harvest in 
Kingston fields involved 5 combines, 
4 grain carts, and 5 semi-trucks 
operated by farmers, while family 
and other volunteers helped feed the 
crew.

“This has been the most humbling 
experience of my life,” said 
Hagemann. “I want to be on the 
giving end, not on the receiving 
end.” Lord willing, he will be giving 
back for the next crop year. ■
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FARM COUNTRY

ALOT Leadership program grows future leaders

At this year’s National FFA 
Convention, four FFA students from 
DeKalb County chapters earned their 
American FFA Degree.

They are: Jacob Meyer, Somonauk-
Leland-Sandwich; Mindy Smits, 
Sycamore; Dayton Ward, Sycamore; 

Four earn American FFA Degree at national convention

In the ever-changing world of 
agriculture, it’s hard to predict its 
yield. But one thing we can ensure 
is that our future leaders are ready 
to grow and lead us for today and 
tomorrow.

Illinois Farm Bureau’s Agricultural 
Leaders of Tomorrow (ALOT) 
program is growing leaders. 

ALOT provides Farm Bureau 
members an opportunity to learn a 
broad range of skills to enrich their 
leadership abilities and provide a 
greater voice for agriculture in Illinois.

The 2022 ALOT program 
is scheduled to begin Jan. 25. 
Registration is currently available 
through the county Farm Bureau 

offices. 
The leadership 

program runs from 
January through March 
2022 with 12 sessions 
taking place throughout 
primarily northern 
Illinois. 

The five main areas of 

focus for ALOT are: communication 
and engagement, political 
involvement, agricultural economics, 
current global issues and professional 
leadership development. 

There is a tuition fee with matching 
funds available to cover meals, 
lodging and program materials.

Participants are required to be Farm 
Bureau members actively engaged 
in agriculture with potential as an 
agriculture leader. It is open to men 
and women of all ages.

Participants are required to 
apply online at ilfb.org under “Get 
Involved.”

To register contact the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau by Nov. 24. ■

and Sawyer Willrett, DeKalb.
The American FFA Degree is the 

highest degree achievable in the 
FFA organization. The degree is 
based on an SAE (Supervised Ag 
Experience) project and outstanding 
leadership abilities and community 

involvement exhibited through their 
FFA career. Less than half of one 
percent of all FFA members earns the 
organization’s highest honor. 

The American FFA Degree was 
presented Oct. 30 at the National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis, IN. ■

Jacob Meyer
Mindy Smits

Dayton Ward

Sawyer Willrett
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FARM COUNTRY

IFB Annual Meeting goes hybrid
Illinois Farm Bureau’s Annual 

Meeting is moving forward with a 
hybrid model this year.

Plans are underway for conference- 
goers to return to downtown Chicago’s 
Palmer House, Dec. 4-7. Those unable 
to attend in person can watch events 
virtually.

“It’s been almost two years since 
we last gathered for an IAA Annual 
Meeting in Chicago and a lot has 
happened in that time,” said Richard 
Guebert, Illinois Farm Bureau 
President. “While last year’s virtual 
meeting allowed us to move forward 
with changes to Illinois Farm Bureau 
policy, we missed out on comradery 
with members across the state and 
other activities.”

“The 2021 event will include a 
combination of in-person and virtual 
sessions, allowing more members to 
engage,” said Guebert.

Saturday night’s program, which 
includes President Richard Guebert 
Jr.’s address, county awards and an 
update from American Farm Bureau 
President Zippy Duvall, will be 
livestreamed. So will the Sunday 
morning general session and the 
business meeting Monday.

All delegates and alternates will be 
required to attend in person to vote.

Donna Gallivan, IFB’s conference 
and program manager, said IFB will 
follow CDC guidelines as well as 
those being implemented by the hotel 
when it comes to masks and social 

Pesticide testing held at Farm Bureau
Farmers who need to renew their 

private pesticide applicator license 
have an opportunity at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Center for 

Agriculture this winter.  
In-person testing is scheduled for 

Wednesdays, Jan.12, Feb. 9, and 
March 9, 2022.

The Illinois 
Department of 
Agriculture will offer 
pesticide applicator 
testing from 9 a.m. until 
noon in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium. This is a 
test-only session.

To register for the 
in-person testing go to 
the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture website: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/agr/
Pesticides/Pages/in-person-testing.
aspx.

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license 
is needed for farmers who use 
restricted use pesticides.

The fee for the private pesticide 
applicator testing is $30, for the three 
years license.

For more information contact the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
815-787-5476. The Department 
of Ag offers testing year-round at 
its DeKalb office or farmers may 
complete testing online. ■

Online certified farmers market manager course offered
The Illinois Farmers Market 

Association is offering an online 
course to achieve certification as a 
farmers market manager. The course is 
sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau.

Classes are held Mondays from 
6-8:30 p.m. for nine weeks using 
Zoom and Google Classroom. The 
interactive program will address 

real-world market issues and train 
market managers in best practices for 
successful farmers markets. Optional 
weekly technical assistance sessions 
for individual concerns or topics of 
interest are available.

Participants are encouraged to have 
completed the Illinois Farmers Market 
Association manager bootcamp or 

distancing.
Last year’s virtual conference 

served as a learning experience for 
organizers, Gallivan said. About 880 
members and employees attended the 
meeting virtually.

This year’s annual meeting theme is 
“Tradition and Transition.” ■

Source: Illinois Farm Bureau

have at least two years of experience 
as a market manager.

Registration is being held for 
winter. Dates are Dec. 6, 13; and Jan. 
3, 11, 17, 25 and 31.

The cost is $250 for association 
members and $350 for nonmembers.

To register, go to https://ilfma.
wildapricot.org/event-4504793. ■ 
    Source: Illinois Farm Bureau
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Matt and Mandy Baenziger and their twin sons 
Mason and Maverick raise beef cattle, plus an 
assortment of farm animals, and grow corn and 
soybeans on their family farm in rural Kingston. 
Matt is a 4th generation farmer. 

Q: How do you care for your beef calves? Why do 
you wean them?

A: We constantly do health checks of our calves and 
make sure they have adequate feed and nutrition. 
We wean them at six months of age to allow the 
mother cows time to regain energy for their next 
calf.

Every year we breed our mama cows in the summertime in order 
to have calves the following spring. We do our best to calculate 
each cow’s due date with our vet in the fall and about two weeks 
before the first cow is due we are on watch checking for signs of 
labor and to assist in getting the calf out if necessary. 

Once the calf is born we give it vaccines and vitamins and 
then dip its umbilical cord in iodine to prevent infection. We also 
make sure the calf is up and nursing from its mother getting that 
first milk, called colostrum, which is crucial to getting them off to a 
great start in life giving them the antibodies they will need to fight 
off illnesses. 

When they are drinking milk, we name them, give them an 
ear tag with their name on the front and birth date on the back. 
We will then photograph them and share on our Facebook farm 
page (C & B Farms) along with their birth story. 

Each year we choose a name theme for the bull calves, this year’s 
theme being country singers. The female calves, called heifers, 
have a naming system as well where the first letter of their name is 
determined by a letter we have chosen for their breed, for instance 
all the Black Angus female names start with the letter M. 

From there we monitor them, but let their mothers take 
care of them for the next six months. The calves enjoy playing 
with each other in the wide open pasture space during the day and 
sleeping next to their mothers at night. They drink their mother’s 
milk, start munching on some hay, and at about 3-4 months of age 
we start feeding them creep feed as well. Creep feed is a mixture of 
corn, oats, alfalfa, brewers grain, barley, soybean meal, molasses, 
and minerals. Creep feed helps them transition to eating all on their 
own after weaning and also helps them to gain more weight. 

At about 6 months of age they are weaned from their mothers, 
as their mothers need to use their energy to create the next calf after 
being bred vs. using their energy for milk production for the current 
calf. We do a fence-line weaning method which is separating the 

cow and calf while still allowing them to see 
each other through the fence. They will often lie 
next to each other on opposite sides of the fence. 
It is supposed to be a less stressful method on 
the cows and calves during that transition. 

After weaning, they will begin to eat a 
mixture of silage and hay to grow big enough 
to transfer to the feedlot for beef production 
at about 750 lbs. or roughly 11 months of age. 
Some of the heifers will be held back to join the 
cow-calf herd as future mothers. And the entire 
cycle begins again! 

One of the fun things we do each year in the 
fall is have our annual “Farm Fan Favorite” 
Contest where the fans that follow our Facebook 
Farm Page (C & B Farms) get to vote for their 
favorite calf of the year by “liking” their favorite 
calf’s picture. The calf with the most “likes” at 
the end of the contest is crowned the “Farm Fan 
Favorite” Winner. We would like you to join in 
the fun this year and have extended the contest 
for DeKalb County Farm Bureau members to 
vote as well! Help us crown this year’s winner 
by voting and emailing the name of your favorite 
calf to connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org by 
Nov. 30. (See pictures of the calves on pages 
13-14). The winning calf will be featured in the 
December magazine. ■ 
      Matt Baenziger



November 2021    CONNECTIONS      13    

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE CALF
Email the name of your favorite calf (from the Baenziger Farm) to 

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or call the Farm Bureau office,  
815-756-6361, by Nov. 30. The winning calf will be featured in the 

December magazine and on Facebook.

Moline Willie Hank

Maya & Marisa Moana Chanel

Garth Cash Poppy

Missi Chesney Blake                                      ►
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VOTE FOR YOUR 
FAVORITE CALF

Email connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org  
or call the Farm Bureau at 815-756-6361. ■

Brooks Dunn Church Minnie

Marie McGraw Kip Luke

Kadie Gary Elvis Mimi

Moon Dom Strait Kendall

Pardi Conway
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The Beef Lifecycle:  
From pasture to feedlot

Raising beef  begins with farmers or ranchers who maintain a 
herd of cows that give birth to calves once a year. When a calf is born 
it will live off its mother’s milk and graze on grass pastures. Calves are 
weaned at 6 to 10 months of age. These calves either continue to graze on 
pasture with some supplemental feed for extra energy and protein or are 
moved to feedlots. Beef cattle typically spend 4 to 6 months in a feedlot 
where they get a well-balanced diet of roughage and grain. Once they reach 
a market weight of about 1,300 pounds they are sent to a packing plant. ■

November 2021    CONNECTIONS      15    



16      CONNECTIONS    November 2021

FOUNDATIONFOUNDATION

Legacy of Love
They were that farm couple.  
Who worked together side-by-side on their family farm. Their entire married life. 

Leonard and Vivian Nelson were their own farm team – planting and harvesting 
their crops and raising livestock – for more than 65 years. Vivian particularly 
enjoyed the fall harvest as she drove the combine while Leonard hauled grain. 
They were delighted to give their grandchildren rides in the combine and grain 
truck during the busy harvest season.

“They were a team,” said Sheilah, the middle daughter. “They supported one 
another, praised each other, and got through life’s challenges together.” 

The Nelsons’ granddaughters described 
them as “best friends.” “They had a deep 
respect for each other and profound love,” 
explained granddaughter Kara Bancks. 

The farm couple spent their lifetime 
farming in rural Malta being good stewards 
of the land and having a strong work ethic. 

Leonard began farming at a young age to 
help the family when his father became ill. 
He finished eighth grade and then worked on 
the family farm. But the lack of a high school 
education didn’t stop Leonard from being a 
self-taught mechanic and life-long learner. 
He could fix almost anything on the farm. 

Vivian completed high school in Malta, a farm girl, and descendent of the 
Willrett family. In her youth she worked at a bakery and the Wurlitzer Corporation.

Vivian and Leonard married on Valentine’s Day in 1947 and celebrated their 
love for one another every Valentine’s Day thereafter. They spent all of their 
married life on their home farm which they purchased from Leonard’s parents. 
There they raised beef cattle, pigs, chickens, corn, soybeans… and three 
daughters. 

The Nelsons’ daughters – Marlene, Sheilah, and Juanita – grew up helping on 
the farm, like most farm kids did, with assorted chores.  

“We helped in the fields when needed and gathered eggs,” recalls Sheilah. “Our 
parents instilled in us that working on the farm and in the house were equally 
important.”

The girls acquired their mother’s passion and natural skills for handwork such 
as baking, gardening, weaving, sewing, crocheting and knitting. They remember 
how their mother would knit sweaters for all family members, a highlight of their 
Christmas celebrations.  

To those in the community, Vivian 
was known as the “Rag Rug Lady” 
based on her many creations from her 
looms. For years she wove for many 
local churches as they prepared for 
their fall bazaars. Weaving became a 
team effort with Leonard – just like 
everything else they did. The two also 
enjoyed traveling, going to auctions, 
and collecting antiques. ►

Farming was always a team effort for 
Leonard and Vivian Nelson – they are shown 
(top) walking hand-in-hand on their Malta 
farmstead in 2007, and (bottom) side-by-
side in 1949.

Leonard & Vivian Nelson
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Legacy of Love

“Our parents would be pleased we 
are investing in the future [with this 
scholarship]. They were longtime 
farmers and Farm Bureau members. 
And they would be happy that we are 
helping students who are studying 
agriculture, planting seeds for the 
future.”          Juanita Nelson Milton

Juanita describes her parents as 
“humble” and “devoted” to each 
other. They left a legacy of love for 
farming and family. 

Vivian passed away in 2014 at the 
age of 88 and Leonard died in 2020 
at 99 years. They were preceded in 
death by their daughter, Marlene 
(John) Fariss, in 2007.

Family members are: Sheilah 
(Paul) Kyburz of Bloomington, 
MN; Juanita (Lance) Milton of 
Lindenwood; John (Susan) Fariss 
of Moline; grandchildren Shondra 
(Mike) Ruff of Taylor Ridge, Kara 
(Jacob) Bancks of Moline and Alicia 
and Conrad Milton of Lindenwood; 
and nine great-grandchildren.

The Nelson family has established 
an agricultural scholarship fund 
with the DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau Foundation to honor Leonard 
and Vivian who saw the value in 
education.

“Our parents would be 
pleased we are investing 
in the future [with this 
scholarship],” said Juanita. 
“They were longtime farmers 
and Farm Bureau members. 
And they would be happy 
that we are helping students 
who are studying agriculture, 
planting seeds for the future.”

Thanks to the Nelson 
family’s generosity, the new 
Leonard and Vivian Nelson 
Ag Scholarship will be 
offered to college students 
starting in 2022. ■

The Nelsons enjoyed their family celebrations. (Top) Leonard and Vivian are shown with their 
daughters – Sheilah, Juanita and Marlene – on Leonard’s 80th Birthday in 2001. (Left) Helping 
celebrate Leonard’s birthday are his granddaughters Shondra and Kara in 1985. (Right) Vivian 
liked giving combine rides, shown here with grandchildren Alicia and Conrad in 2001.

Nelson family members are: (from left) Mike Ruff, Susan Fariss, Shondra Ruff, John Fariss, Kara Bancks, Juanita and Lance Milton, 
Sheilah and Paul Kyburz. Missing are Jacob Bancks, Alicia and Conrad Milton and nine great-grandchildren.

New Leonard & Vivian Nelson Ag Scholarship established
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture

Help us celebrate the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation’s 35th year by Giving A Gift of 35!
We need your support as we continue to cultivate 
understanding and awareness of agriculture by 
connecting people to food and farming. 
With your help, we can boost our agricultural 
outreach and education. 

$35
Provides Ag in the Classroom
supplies to grow young minds  

in one classroom.

$350
Funds	a	farm	field	trip	for	100	

students, plus resource materials.

$3500
Supports scholarships for two college 

students studying agriculture. 
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Farm Field Trips

College Scholarships

Ag in the Classroom

Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Donors 2021
Named Endowment ($50,000+) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
In Memory of Leonard & Vivian Nelson 
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
Babson Farms 
Ken & Glennie Barshinger 
In Memory of Joe Barshinger 
Ed & Vicki Eggers 
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay 
GRAINGER  
Darwin & Melody Hall 
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson 
KishHealth System 
Terry & Sherrie Martin 
In Memory of Orville A. Olson 

In Memory of Charles H. Orr 
The Schelkopf Family 
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo 
In Memory of Peggy Vaughan 
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
A & P Grain Systems 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
   Monsanto Fund 
In Memory of Eddie Arndt 
Babson Farms 
Christina Bagwill 
Banner Up Signs – Kuhn Family 
Bayer Crop Science 
Steve Bemis 
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche 
CHS – Rochelle  
ComEd 
Conserv FS 
Compeer Financial 

Ed & Juli Cowan 
Bill & Julenne Davey 
Dayton & Old Elm Farms 
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association 
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial  
DeRaedt Seed 
Doug & Nancy Dashner 
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel  
Steve & Vickie Drendel 
Vernon & Shirley Drendel 
Enbridge Energy 
Landon & Colleen Faivre 
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre 
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr. 
First National Bank 
First State Bank 
In Memory of John & Charlotte Gallagher 
Joyce Gardner 
Bob & Ann Gilmore 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich ► 

Donate: PlantALegacy.org
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To donate to these and other funds go to: PlantALegacy.org 
or contact the Farm Bureau Foundation at 815-756-6361. ■

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson 
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
Heartland Bank & Trust Co. 
Robert & Ann Hutcheson 
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs 
Gail P. Johnson 
In Memory of Roger Klein 
Ronald G. Klein 
Paul & Linda Kuhn 
Donald Mack 
Bruce & Kathy Maunder 
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins 
Mullins Farms 
Jim & Judy Myers 
In Memory of Leonard E. Nelson 
Ron & Julie Ness 
In Memory of Dorothy & James Nolan, Jr. 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy 
Lyle & Marty Paul  
In Memory of Alexis Paulsen 
Pipestone 
Elvin & Betty Plapp 
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick 
Roy & Janet Plote 
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn 
Marjorie Rasmussen 
Paul & Connie Rasmussen 
Douglas & Lynn Roberts Family 
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder 
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer 
Paul & Mary Schweitzer 
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard 
In Memory of Bob Twombly 
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland 
Mark Tuttle 
David & Peggy Vaughan 
In Memory of Tom Warren 
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett 
In Memory of Dave & Nancy Wirsing 
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field ($200-$500 Annually) 
Jerry & Sue Bemis 
Boehne Farms 
Boehne Farms Trucking 
Mark & Rhodora Collins 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Ben Drake & Megan Carrier 
Scott & Tara Drake 
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman 
Yvonne Johnson 
Tracy & Beth Jones 
Dan & Maylan Kenney 
Ray & Carol Larson 
Greg & Marci Millburg 
Bob & Mary Pritchard 
Carol Quinn 
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson 
Roger Steimel 
Jim & Marcia Stoddard 
David Vaughan 
Jamie & Kristen Walter 
Hank & Jan Wassmann 
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths (General Fund) 
Lowell Akers 
Katherine Baie 
Jerry & Sue Bemis 
Brian Bend 
Bethany Animal Hospital 
Jeanetta Boughton 
Leon & Virginia Brummel 
Beau & Lynn Byington 
Kathy Cain 
Jeff & Anna Clausen 
Carole Cronin 
Larry & Jackie Dannewitz 
Ron Diehl 
David & Linda Drake 
Steve & Pat Faivre 
Virginia Farley 
John & Linda Frieders 
Ryan & Deanne Frieders 
Norm & Marion Gilbert 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich 
Lesson Gord 
Gloria Happ 
Jerry & Diane Helland 
Fredrick High 
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family 
Dan & Claudia Hueber 
Craig Johnson 
Denny & Nancy Johnson 
Kathleen Johnson 
Janet Kessler 
Donna Kleveland 
Wilbur Kocher 
Irene Kolanowski 
Beverely Lane 
Gerald Latimer 
Jim & Lois Latimer 
Gary & Mary Leonard 
Arthur Lloyd 
Dale & Barb Male 
Kenneth & Sandra Mason 
Cile Massover 
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor 
Joyce McConkey 
Linda Merriman 
Mary Lou & Bob Miller 
Phil & Amanda Montgomery 
Don Mosher 
Pamela Olson 
Richard & Karen Parks 
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Chris & Katie Paulsen 
Joe & Sara Paulson 
Robert Paulson 
Ed & Connie Peterson 
Bob & Mary Pritchard 
James Quinn 
Roger Primm 
Teresa Sanderson 
Ursula Sarver 
John & Chris Sauter 
Virginia Scappino 
Anna Schelkopf 
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf 
Robert Sheridan 
Patricia Smith 
Margery A. Stroud 
David Vaughan 
Stephen Wassmann 
Frank Willis

Thank 
You!

Tom & Joan Fenstermaker  
Ag in The Classroom Fund 
Bayer Crop Science, Waterman 
DeKalb Co. SWCD 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Roger & Vickie Faivre 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Roger Guehler 
Mike & Becky Hardt 
Jonamac Orchard 
Janet Kessler 
Kishwaukee DHIA 
Kelly Kowal 
Brian & Lori Moeller 
Bill & Bonnie Mullins 
Lane & Joyce Pickwell 
Gene Reid 
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf 
Doug & Kathy Stice 
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen 
In Memory of Vernon & Helen Stoffregen 
Watermans Lions Club 
Don Willrett Family Farm

DeKalb County SWCD Fund 
Jim Arndt 
Barry & Kris Aves 
Richard & Della Bend 
John & Janice Docherty 
Dawn Felix 
Brian & Florence Miller 
Janet Miller 
Ron & Julie Ness 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy 
DeKalb Co. SWCD

Scholarship Fund 
Elsie Sanford 
Stacey Dolder 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs 
Ron & Julie Ness 
Ursula Sarver

Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship Fund 
Kathy Bock 
Steve & Linda Swenson

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund 
Gail P. Johnson

Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarshp Fund 
Dan & Orva Carson 
Randy & Susan Deihs 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann 
David & Carol Keneway 
Doug & Kathy Stice

Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship Fund 
Sheri & Jerry Janssen 
Gene & Nancy Miller

Memorial Fund 
Russell Deverell Memorial 
Clifford Hammett Memorial 
Robert M. Maxwell Memorial 
Thomas Rhoads Memorial 
Gerald Sanderson Memorial
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The Man  
Behind the Mural

It’s been 25 years since The 
Seasons of Agriculture mural was 
completed and installed in the new 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Center 
for Agriculture.

Master Carver Joe Dillett 
remembers it like it was yesterday.

“I felt honored to do it,” said Joe. 
“It was, and still is, my largest hand 
carved piece.”

You can’t miss his beautifully 
carved masterpiece based on it being 
the focal artwork at the main entrance 
of the Farm Bureau Building and, 
mind you, it’s enormous size! 

The butternut relief carving 
measures 32 feet 5 inches by 6 feet 
10 inches, covering most of the 
curved stone wall in the front lobby. 
It is handcrafted from 1,157 feet of 
laminated butternut and weighs 780 
pounds. 

Master Carver Joe Dillett reflects on his creation

Joe recalls he was one of eight 
contenders for the artwork being 
considered by Farm Bureau. He, along 
with wood craftsman Ken Burtch 
of Hardwood Connection, made a 
business pitch to a committee of 
farmers which was accepted. They 
were commissioned by the farm 
organization to create the mural for the 
new building.

“It was a big project for our small 
shop,” said Ken, who sourced the 
butternut wood and prepared it for Joe 
to carve. Then, his shop was located 
in DeKalb and much smaller than the 
millwork shop he built in Sycamore a 
year after the mural was completed. 

Ken called the project “challenging” 
but embraced it, working closely with 

Joe. 
Back then, in the mid-1990s, 

Joe had been creating hand 
carved fireplace mantels and 
carvings such as “The Lord’s 
Supper” for local churches, plus 
smaller pieces for customers. 
He had also made some patterns 
for Ertl toys and McDonalds. 
His wood carving business 
was evolving while he was an 
engineer at CTS Corporation in 
Sandwich.

Joe retired from his engineering 
job to go full-time with his 
woodworking business. He built 
a new shop, The Carving Shop, 
west of Somonauk as his work 
base. ► 

Now retired, Joe works out of his shop 
in rural Genoa creating wood and stone 
carvings. His arsenal of tools includes 
more than 14 different chisels. 

Joe Dillett’s hand-carved sculpture is admired by so many at the main entrance of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Building. He completed the mural 25 years ago. 
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With the Farm Bureau mural 
at the forefront of his projects, 

Joe went to work on it in 
the fall of 1995. Three 

ideas were presented 
to him: DeKalb County 

Feeds The World; The 
Past, Present and Future of 
Farming; and The Seasons of 
DeKalb County Agriculture. 
“Seasons of Agriculture won 
out,” said Joe. 

The Seasons of Agriculture 
carving would be based 
around seasonal farm activity 
and Farm Bureau’s motto 
of serving farm, family and 
community.

It took two months of 
preparation work. He first 
sketched a life-size drawing of 
the mural and presented it for 
a group of farmers to review. 
Local farmers provided Joe 
with input and technical 
advice in the development 
of The Seasons of DeKalb 
County Agriculture. 

“The farmers noticed from 
the sketch that there were 
no end rows in the fields 

and the fence was 
upside down so 
the pigs would 
get out of the 
pen,” mentioned 
Joe. “They also 
noted the sprayer 
booms weren’t 
long enough and 
the grain bin 

leg needed some height adjustment. 
Plus the treads were going the wrong 
direction on the tractor tires.”

“I learned a lot more about 
agriculture with this rendering,” noted 
Joe, who had worked on farms in his 
younger years. 

When he was carving the mural, the 

53-year-old was “in his peak” – with 
strong hands and legs, good eyesight 
and hearing. “It’s important as a carver 
for hearing and seeing how the chisel is 
cutting the wood,” Joe said. ►

The Farm Bureau mural occupied most of The Carving Shop in Somonauk, 25 years 
ago. Here the Master Carver examines his progress of The Seasons of Agriculture.

With	chisel	and	mallet	in	hand,	Joe	Dillett	refines	the	leaves	in	the	
oak tree in 1996. The oak and maple trees frame the mural.

“The farmers noticed from the 
sketch that there were no end 
rows	in	the	fields	and	the	fence	
was upside down so the pigs 
would get out of the pen. They 
also noted the sprayer booms 
weren’t long enough and the 
grain bin leg needed some height 
adjustment. Plus the treads were 
going the wrong direction on the 
tractor tires.”            Joe Dillett
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At his Somonauk shop, people 
would stop by to see the progress. 
“The adrenaline was always 
flowing; it was an enthusiastic 
moment for me working on the 
Farm Bureau mural,” said Joe.

It took him six months from 
start to finish, amounting to 1,650 
hours, to hand carve The Seasons 
of Agriculture mural. He did it with 
the assistance of the Hardwood 
Connection team of Ken and Barb 
Burtch and Dave Smith who helped 
finish and install it on July 31, 1996. 

The mural was mounted on three 
stringers of wood atop cement 
blocks and surrounded by stone. 
There are 12 different wood pieces 
which form the mural to allow for 
expansion joints. Major expansion 
joints are behind the four trees. 

“We had to account for eight 
inches from summer to winter for 
natural expansion of the wood,” 
explained Joe, “because the building 
isn’t climate-controlled. Summer 
expansion joints close based on high 
humidity while in the winter the 
joints open up due to dry heat.”

The Seasons of Agriculture 
portrays modern-day agriculture 

Ken Burtch and Dave Smith of Hardwood Connection helped install the mural 
in 1996 on wood strips atop cement blocks and surrounded by the stone wall. 
They	assisted	in	the	project	by	providing	the	butternut	wood	and	finishing	it	for	
Joe Dillett to carve.

through the changing seasons. The 
unique sculpture features three seasons 
of agriculture – spring planting, the 
summer growing season, and fall 
harvest. 

The mural showcases farming 
practices complete with farm 

Today, Ken Burtch and Dave Smith work out of the Hardwood Connection millwork shop 
located in Sycamore. They were an intregal part of The Seasons of Agriculture mural.

machinery; landscapes featuring 
farmsteads with an abundance 
of grain and livestock; 
traditional community settings 
with churches and schools; 
bountiful oak and maple trees 
that frame each season; as well 
as the county’s heritage with the 
barbed wire and DEKALB seed 
corn’s winged ear. 

The farm family is one of 
the focal points in the mural 
surrounded by rural activity. 
“It shows that the family unit is 
still the strongest in farming,” 
said Joe.

At the top of the mural is 
DeKalb County protruding out 
of the state of Illinois. Also you 
will see a barn with the date 
of 1912 carved into it.  That’s 
the year in which the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau was 
formed making it the first 
Farm Bureau to organize in 
the state. ►

The Man  
Behind the Mural
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Joe’s favorite part of the 
mural was carving the 

textures, adding three 
dimensional looks, such 

as the corn stalks and round 
bales. And finally, admiring the 

completed mural, as so many 
others do, at the Farm Bureau 
Building. 

What would he change if he 
were to carve the mural today? “I 
would add sheep, a few cats and 
chickens," he responded, noting 
some farms raise a variety of 
small animals.

The mural resulted in another 
job for Joe, one with the 
American Farm Bureau. He 
created a large round carved 
mural for them in 2003,  
which hangs in their headquarter 
office in Washington, D.C. 

Today Joe is retired, sort of. 
He continues to carve out of 
his shop now located on his 
son’s farm in rural Genoa. 
He does mostly religious 
carvings, aside from a 
variety of fun projects for 

his grandchildren. 
And he also is 
a stone carver – 
making statues 
and sculptures 
out of marble 
and limestone, 
including 
tombstones and 
church altars. 

The 78-year-
old artist, who 
recently moved 
to Genoa, likes 
some variety so 
he also creates 
greeting cards 
with his drawings 
to benefit the local 
food pantry.

The Master Carver has taught 
others to learn his love of carving 
through apprenticeships and personal 

Twenty-five	years	later,	Joe	touches	up	The	Seasons	of	Agriculture	mural	
with some lemon oil. The mural was his largest hand-carved sculpture which 
showcases modern agriculture.

relationships. He teaches wounded 
veterans through the 21st Century 
Heroes program at Camp Pendleton. 
Currently, he is teaching his priest 
and his brother the art of carving.

His carvings can be found all over 
the world. His trademark signature is 
JD or Joe Dillett (hint: you can spot 
it in the bottom center of the Farm 
Bureau mural).

“I’m attached to a carving until 
it leaves,” said Joe. “Then I’m 
mad at it for leaving.” Obviously 
he is passionate about his many 
masterpieces, especially The Seasons 
of Agriculture mural. ►

Together, Ken Burtch and Joe Dillett install one of the 
oak trees in the Farm Bureau mural, July 1996. 

It took Joe Dillett six months from 
start	to	finish,	amounting	to	1,650	
hours, to hand carve The Seasons 
of Agriculture mural.
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2021

Find it in the  
Farm Bureau Mural

There are so many cool things carved 
into the Farm Bureau mural. Stop by and 

see if you can find these items:

An Owl
Barbed Wire
Pig on a Barn
4-H Emblem
2 Squirrels
Winged Ear
9 Tiny Birds

A Cross
10 Grain Bins

A Basketball Hoop
2 Pheasants

A Weather Vane
9 Round Bales

11 Silos
A Flag

4 Pickup Trucks
3 Mailboxes

An Empty Nest
A Water Trough

1912

Visit the Farm Bureau Office for this 
list and to share your findings. Find them 

all and receive a prize! 

1996

The Seasons of Agriculture wooden 
relief mural was completed July 31, 
1996 and installed at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Center for 
Agriculture. It measures 32 ft. 5 in. by 
6 ft. 10 in. and is handcrafted from 
1,157 feet of laminated butternut 
wood. This unique sculpture weighs 
780 pounds.

Master Carver Joe Dillett hand 
carved the piece from his shop in 
Somonauk. It is the largest wood 
carving he has created. It took Joe 
1,650 hours or about 6 months to 
complete.

About The Seasons of Agriculture Mural
The Hardwood Connection team 

of Ken and Barb Burtch and Dave 
Smith sourced and finished the wood in 
their DeKalb millwork shop, and helped install 
the mural at Farm Bureau.

The Seasons of DeKalb County Agriculture portrays modern-day 
agriculture throughout the changing seasons. The mural showcases 
farming practices from planting to harvest complete with farm 
machinery; landscapes featuring today’s farmsteads with an abundance 
of grain and livestock; traditional community settings with churches 
and schools; as well as the county’s heritage with barbed wire and 
the winged ear. The prominence of the farm family is captured in the 
middle of the mural.

The mural is located in the main entrance of the building, on the stone 
wall in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Lobby. ■
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The DeKalb County History 
Center’s latest exhibit, “History of 
DeKalb County in 100 Objects” 
includes 100 objects throughout the 
county that tell a story of its history. 

To showcase some of the 100 
objects, the History Center featured 
a social media bracket challenge to 
include one more additional item. 
Historical artifacts were featured on 
Facebook and Instagram allowing the 
public to vote on their favorites.

The Seasons of DeKalb County 
Agriculture mural defeated Waterman 
Hall, the Old Charley Memorial, 
the former DeKalb Post Office, and 
the Chief Shabbona Statue to earn 
its rightful place amongst the 100 
artifacts. 

You can visit the mural in the main 
entrance of the Farm Bureau Building 
or stop by the History Center to see 
how it’s included in the new exhibit.

History Center exhibit features DeKalb County Farm Bureau mural

With over 4,500 objects (not 
including photos, books, or archival 
materials) in the History Center’s 
collection, selecting 100 objects was 
no easy feat. The criteria for choosing 
an “object” for this exhibit was 
closely connected to each object’s 
story. 

The History Center chose stories 
that help understand individuals, the 
community, and others. Thus, the 

featured objects reflect a wide variety of perspectives associated with DeKalb 
County history. 

The exhibit is divided into two sections – on and off-site. Fifty of the 
objects are located at the History Center and the second fifty-one can be found 
throughout DeKalb County. The History Center is deeply committed to working 
with our history partners and strongly encourages everyone to visit the off-site 
objects. 

Visit www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org for more information. The History 
Center’s exhibit is open Tuesday thru Saturday, 10-4. ■

“Every object has a story. The 
best stories are those that help 
us understand ourselves, our 
community, and others. This is 
what draws us to objects, that 
make them represent more than 
their physical purpose, what 
makes them have meaning for us, 
what makes them seem infused 
with memories.”   Michelle Donahoe

The History of DeKalb County in 100 Objects Exhibit

DeKalb County History Center Director Michelle Donahoe points to a model fence created 
by Henry Rose that inspired Joseph Glidden, Jacob Haish, and Isaac Ellwood to invent 
barbed wire.

100 + 1 Objects Bracket Game 2021

Winner 
Farm Bureau 

Mural
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PRIME TIMERS

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
“A December to Remember” by Terri Goodman

Take a stroll down memory lane with classic holiday tunes by Terri Crain 
Goodman.

A Sycamore native, soprano Terri will present “A December to Remember” for 
Prime Timers on Monday, Dec. 6, 2021 at Farm Bureau. 

She will sing songs like, “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” “White Christmas” and many more holiday favorites plus finish 
with a good old fashioned sing-along. 

Terri earned college degrees in music from NIU. She has taught K-12 general 
and choral music and has directed theatre in local school districts for 26 years. 
She also performs in local theaters. Terri is currently the PR specialist at Bill 
White’s C.A.R. Hospital.

Prime Timers may register for the December musical program and luncheon by 
Nov. 30. Lunch fee is $7, payable at the Farm Bureau office. ■

“The Great American Songbook” performance
Gavin Wilson and Roger Hintzsche will entertain members with a musical 

performance: “The “Great American Songbook” on Monday, Jan. 10, 2022.
The local musicians and vocalists will perform for Prime Timers at 1 p.m. in 

the DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater. Gavin Wilson will play trumpet while 
Roger plays guitar and banjo; they both will sing some of the great standards 
from the big band/crooner era. 

Gavin Wilson is never far away 
from his love of performing in 
musical shows, for theatre, and 
as a ventriloquist for which he 
gained national recognition. He 
has owned the Hillside restaurant 
with his wife, Mary, for 33 years 
and is an agent with COUNTRY 
Financial in DeKalb.

Roger Hintzsche plays in 
a diverse number of music 

ensembles with a variety of musical styles, including jazz. He toured with the 
highly acclaimed NIU Jazz Ensemble under the direction of Ron Modell. Also, 
Roger was a co-owner of the Hintzsche Companies for 35 years.

Both are multitalented, studying music in college, and continuing their love for 
music throughout their lives.

Prior to this program, lunch will be served in the Farm Bureau Auditorium at 
noon. Lunch fee is $7, payable by Jan. 4, 2022. ■

Roger Hintzsche and Gavin Wilson will entertain 
Prime Timers members on Jan. 10, 2022. 

AT 2022 PROGRAMS

Terri Crain Goodman will sing traditional 
holiday music on Dec. 6 at Farm Bureau.

 Jan. 10
“The Great American Songbook” 

by Gavin Wilson  
& Roger Hintzsche

Feb. 7
“Farm Art”

Original country folk music  
by Barb Sorensen

March 7
Betty Crocker 

historical portrayal 
by Leslie Goddard

Open to Farm Bureau 
members 55+ years

Give a Meal for the Holiday with a Donation
Please help those who need meals

At the December Prime Timers luncheon, members are being asked to give a 
cash donation for a local charity. Once again, the Prime Timers Committee has 
selected the Meals on Wheels program for holiday donations.

Cash will be collected at the Dec. 6 Prime Timers luncheon and given to the 

Voluntary Action Center which 
provides home delivery of meals 
through the Meals on Wheels 
Program. 

Thank you in advance for your 
generosity. ■



PRIME TIMERS

TRIPSTRIPS

Welcome Back to Travel with Farm Bureau!
Over 50 members enjoyed a paddleboat cruise on the Mississippi River on 

Oct. 15. It was the first trip since March 2020, when the Covid-19 pandemic 
brought travel to a halt. Shown are some of the members enjoying the cruise on 
the Celebration Belle. ■

See “West Side Story” musical in the new year
It’s the most acclaimed musical  
of all time!

The “West Side Story” musical 
returns to the Marriott Theatre in 
2022 and Farm Bureau has tickets for 
the Thursday, March 24, 2022 show.

About the musical: Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet is transported 
to modern-day New York City as 
two young, idealistic lovers find 
themselves caught between warring 
street gangs, the Jets and the Sharks, 
in this landmark Broadway musical. 
Their struggle to survive in a world 
of hate, violence and prejudice is 
one of the most innovative, heart-
wrenching and relevant musical 
dramas of today’s time. 

From the first notes to the final 
breath, “West Side Story” is as 
powerful, poignant and timely as 
ever!

Before the musical enjoy a served, 

plated hot lunch at the Marriott in 
Lincolnshire. Choose between a beef 
or chicken entrée.

Cost is $95 for members and $105 
for guests. Price includes lunch, the 
“West Side Story” musical, and motor 
coach transportation. 

Registration: Registration opens 
for “West Side Story” on Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, 2022 at the Farm Bureau 
office. Call 815-756-6361 and provide 

credit card payment or stop by the 
office for payment. 

A limited number of spaces are 
available on a first come, first served 
basis.

On March 24, the motor coach 
departs from Farm Bureau at 9:30 
a.m. and returns by 5 p.m.

This day trip is being sponsored 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers Committee. ■
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Linda Chapman & Barb Anderson
Chris Ewald, Ursula Sarver &  
Christel SpringmireBud & Debra Burgin



A glimpse of 
local history

     Information provided by Sue Breese

The DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association (DAAHA) has created a great 
self-guided driving tour of DeKalb County 
which is perfect for a COVID safe outing. 
Who knew there were so many historical 
landmarks in the county? Not only a self –
guided driving tour, but you can also go on a 
virtual tour of the 30 locations on their website www.daaha.org.  

What will you see on the tour?  
One of the highlights of the historical locations in the north part of the 

county is the Mayfield Wesleyan Methodist Church, 28405 Church Road, 
between Sycamore and Kingston. The church was on the Underground Railroad 
(UGRR.) The Underground Railroad was neither underground nor a railroad. 
It was a network of secret stops to aide escaping slaves prior to the Civil War. 
These “stations” hid and aided slaves who were on their journey to Canada or a 
free state in the United States.  

The congregation at the Mayfield Church was thought to be the strongest anti-
slavery group in the township. As “station agents” the residents of Mayfield 
were breaking the law by assisting the slaves. However, no one in DeKalb 
County was ever arrested, prosecuted or convicted of aiding and abetting a 
fugitive slave. This is amazing history for our county.  

A little further south is the “Seedling Mile” west of Malta. The Seedling Mile 
was the Lincoln Highway’s first transcontinental hard surface roadway in the 

United States. It was a short section 
of the hard road to show construction 
techniques providing a strong voice 
for driving on a hard road versus a dirt 
road. The Seedling Mile was built in 
Malta in the fall of 1914.  

Traveling in the southern part of the 
county, take a ride down Waterman 
Road (aka the narrow cement) until 
you come to the Henry Rose Home. 
Rose created fencing with wooden 
boards with metal barbs inserted to 
discourage animals. Rose’s patented 
fence was displayed at a DeKalb 
County fair where Isaac Ellwood, 
Joseph Glidden and Jacob Haish 
saw the display. They improved 
on the design and explored new 
manufacturing processes.

The DAAHA driving-tour is 
downloadable in a PDF format from 
their website. This is a fantastic labor 
of love of the history of DeKalb 
County. You’ll be amazed at what you 
will learn at the 30 historical locations 
listed! ■

(Above)	The	Mayfield	Wesleyan	Methodist	Church	has	many	members	who	had	
abolitionist philosophies and were involved in the Underground Railroad. (Right) 
Henry Rose patented a fence to replace Osage Orange trees to help keep livestock 
contained and predators out. These are included in the history tour.

(Above) The “Seedling Mile” historical 
marker is located at the east side of 
Kishwaukee College. (Left) The “Historical 
Markers of DeKalb County” booklet is 
a collection of 30 historical locations in 
DeKalb County. Check it out – for a good 
road trip.

Road Trip!
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FFA

Capture the Country Photo Contest
Enter our 2021 Photo Contest for a chance to be published in CONNECTIONS magazine.

• Photo contest is open to local, amateur photographers.
• Take photographs within DeKalb County of anything that represents country life. 

• Email your pictures to aschelkopf@
dekalbfarmbureau.org with a brief 
description of the photo’s location 
and the city you are from.

• Each month a winning photo 
will be chosen and published in 
CONNECTIONS magazine. ■

The Sun Sets on Harvest Season
By Renee Larson
Renee Larson loves autumn sunsets from the view of a tractor. She took this photo while helping on her family farm (Larson Farms) in 
Maple Park. Renee said, “I always end up taking so many photos of sunsets whenever I’m in the tractor because they are always so 
breathtaking out in the country.” Renee was doing deep tillage with a disk ripper behind the John Deere Four-Track Tractor.

     Information provided by Sue Breese
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AG LITERACY

Ambassadors advance ag understanding
How do you reach busy teachers with new information? 

They’re already trying to tune into the specific needs of 
students, keeping records, communicating with parents, 
sanitizing desks and supplies, planning lessons…oh, and 
teaching. 

That’s where the Ag Literacy Ambassadors come in. 
Each year, DeKalb County Farm Bureau enlists the help of 
teachers to share ag literacy information with their fellow 
educators. 

Most of the 42 elementary, middle, and high school 
buildings in DeKalb County have an Ambassador. Their 
role is to share and promote information about ag literacy 
programs and resources to the other teachers in their 
buildings. They also distribute items like the farm fact 
calendars provided by Illinois Ag in the Classroom and 
books donated annually to school libraries.

To aid them in their Ambassador role, Farm Bureau 
offers a special workshop each fall. The workshop 
highlights resources like the AgriLearning Kits and Ag 
Mags, and reviews programs such as Ag in the Classroom 
presentations and the Summer Ag Institute. Workshop 
participants also try new activities and discuss ways to 
address agricultural topics such as food safety and the 
environment. ■

One of the activities enjoyed by Ambassadors during the workshops 
focused on soybean plants. Posing with their plants are (from left) 
Melissa Irick, Hiawatha Elementary (Kirkland); Joann Pardridge, 
Indian Creek Elementary (Shabbona); Susan Pelikan, St. Mary School 
(DeKalb); Sandy Arndt, Genoa-Kingston Middle School; Donna High, 
Aurora Christian Schools – Cornerstone Campus (Sycamore); and 
Lisa Fleming, Indian Creek High School (Shabbona).

Each Ambassador who attended a workshop received a tote bag. Shown 
are (from left) Jon Walter, Southeast Elementary (Sycamore); Joy Walter, 
North Grove Elementary (Sycamore); Dayna Anderson, DeKalb High 
School; Pam Olson, Sycamore High School; Dana Timmermann, Kingston 
Elementary; and Laurie Jacobson, West Elementary (Sycamore).

Teachers Lisa Fleming, Susan Pelikan, and Sandy Arndt work together 
on a insects activity during the Ag Literacy Ambassador workshop.

New teachers gifted with totes
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Ag Literacy program 

undertook a new way to connect with teachers this fall: New 
Teacher Totes! Elementary and middle school principals and 
Ag Literacy Ambassadors were invited to request tote bags 
for new classroom teachers in their buildings. Each tote 
contained a children’s book, related lesson plan, classroom 
set of Ag Mags, activity supplies, and other resources 
customized to the teacher’s grade level and subject area. 
Thirty-eight new teachers received bags. ■

North Elementary School (Sycamore) 3rd grade teacher 
Melissa Daykin was thrilled to receive her tote from Ag 
Literacy Coordinator Rhodora Collins.
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2021

With the help of generous area sponsors, DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s
Agricultural Literacy program has once again donated a collection of books
to your school in celebration of agriculture. Look for these new titles in your
school library or media center!
Each school will receive the titles appropriate for the grade levels in that
building.

Look for these new titles in your library:

Bayer Crop Science - Waterman
Seed Technology Center

 

DeKalb County Soil & Water
Conservation District

 

Jonamac Orchard, Malta
 

Kishwaukee Dairy Herd
Improvement Association

 

Gene Reid Farm, Malta
 

Willrett Family Farm, Hinckley

www.GrowYoundMinds.org

THANKS TO 
THESE SPONORS

Erosion How to Grow an Apple Pie

Tales of the Dairy GodmotherTech on the Farm Coolbean the Soybean
by Shawn Conley
Grades 3-8

by Beth Charles
Grades 1-4

by Darcy Pattison
Grades 2-5

by Viola Butler
Grades 1-4

Lincoln Clears a Path
by Peggy Thomas
Grades 2-6

by Holly Dufek
Grades 1-4

AG LITERACY

Two Decades of Donated Books
“Upon the subject of education…I can only say that I view it as the most 
important subject which we as a people can be engaged in.” – Abraham 
Lincoln, as quoted by author Peggy Thomas in “Lincoln Clears a Path: 
Abraham Lincoln’s Agricultural Legacy.”

Oxford Languages defines literacy as “the ability to read and write,” 
and as “competence or knowledge in a specified area.” 

For the 20th year, DeKalb County Farm Bureau and generous area 
donors have helped to address both meanings of the word. By providing 
food and farm-related children’s books to school libraries, this program 
enables students to practice their reading skills while simultaneously 
learning about agriculture.

In addition to “Lincoln Clears a Path” schools received “Erosion: 
How Hugh Bennett Saved America’s Soil and Ended the Dust Bowl,” 
by Darcy Pattison; “How to Grow an Apple Pie,” by Beth Charles; 
“Tech on the Farm,” by Holly Dufek; “Coolbean the Soybean,” by 
Shawn Conley; and “Tales of the Dairy Godmother: Chuck’s Ice Cream 
Wish,” by Viola Butler.

Local sponsors make the donations of ag-related children’s books 
possible by providing funds needed for their purchase. Upon opening 
each donated book, readers will find a label recognizing the sponsor or 
sponsors of that title.

“It may be a digital world,” says Ag Literacy Coordinator Rhodora 
Collins, “but kids still read a lot of books. It’s a significant way they are 
learning about the world around them.”

A total of 199 books were distributed this fall, bringing the number of 
items donated since 2002 to more than 3,800. ■

North	Elementary	School	in	Sycamore	was	one	of	the	34	schools	benefitting	
from this year’s book donation program. Library paraeducator Clare Dempsey 
and	six	students	enjoyed	the	first	peek	at	the	new	books.	(From	left)	Shown	are:	
Nolan Burch, Naya Collins, Esme Beckley, Mrs. Dempsey, Henry Hiland, Casey 
Adams, and Arden Butler.

Thanks to the sponsors:
Bayer Crop Science – Waterman Seed 

Technology Center

DeKalb County Soil & Water Conservation 
District

Jonamac Orchard, Malta

Kishwaukee Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association

Gene Reid Farm, Malta

Willrett Family Farm, Hinckley



Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Melissa Irick

Teaching
School:  Hiawatha School District, Kirkland

Position:  Instructional Coach

Grades:  K-12

Number of years in education:  11

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  When I was a second grade teacher, I taught 
Ag in the Classroom at Hiawatha Elementary. As an educational consultant, I delivered 
professional development on engagement strategies and Illinois Social Studies standards 
for the Farm Bureau’s Summer Ag Institute. Currently, I am the Ag Literacy Ambassador 
for Hiawatha Elementary School and I am on the Ag Literacy Committee.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I love to incorporate agricultural literature, ag literacy 
kits, and maps into science and social studies lessons. 

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  It’s very rewarding to have the opportunity 
to work with both adults and children. There’s nothing better than watching a student’s 
“lightbulb” turn on, or observing someone’s “aha” moment. My job is to support and 
facilitate those experiences.

What is something unique that you do in your classroom?  I bring my “Swivl” robot into 
classrooms and record lessons. The teacher wears a small device with a microphone and 
tracker built in and the robot swivels on a tripod, following and recording the lesson for the 
teacher’s	future	reflection	and	goal	setting.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  It’s important for all 
students to understand and appreciate where their food comes from, but especially in an 
agriucltural region like DeKalb County. Students should have knowledge about the impact 
agriculture has in their everday lives – from production to employment, technology and 
economics – it’s all around them.

Personal
Hometown:  DeKalb

Family:  Husband, Charlie, and three 
adult children, Alex, Ben, and Belle

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree 
in English from the University of 
Wisconsin, Juris Doctorate from NIU, 
and a Master’s of Art in Teaching from 
National-Louis University

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  A ballet dancer or a teacher

Favorites
Quote:  “Do the best you can until you 
know better. Then when you know better, 
do better.” Maya Angelou

Hobbies:  I love Zumba, reading, 
watching period dramas, and being with 
family.

Books:  “Outlander” by Diana Gabaldon

Music:  Dan+Shay and soundtracks 
from Broadway musicals

Sports team:  White Sox

Tv shows:  “Downton Abbey” and 
“Friends”

Travel destination:  Anywhere in the 
United Kingdom ■
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 Get your 2022 calendar
Stop by the Farm Bureau office and 

pick up a free 2022 DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau wall calendar. 

Choose between a calendar which 
features an assortment of 
“Barns” or the “Antique 
Tractors” calendar showcasing 
several vintage tractors, while 
supplies last.

Farm Bureau members are 
limited to one calendar per 
membership. ■

Farm Matching Game available
Looking for a gift idea? Give a child our Farm Matching Game.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s Farm Matching Game is available to 
purchase at the Farm Bureau office. 

Similar to a memory card game, this game features all DeKalb County 
farm images like farm structures, animals, crops and so much more. The 
Farm Matching Game includes 30 different farm images on 60 cards 
complete with instructions and fun facts booklet in a drawstring bag. 

Games are $10 each. All proceeds will be directed to the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture for future ag literacy efforts.

The Farm Matching Game was developed by DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
with funding provided by the Pipestone System and local pork farmers 
(Advantage, Elite, Future, Independence & Precison Pork) and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Foundation. 

The game is part of the DeKalb County Community Foundation’s 
Kindergarten Readiness Initiative, to help build early childhood skills.  

Got the latest version of the 
DeKalb County Plat Book?  Plat 
Books are available to purchase at 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau. 

The 2020 Plat Book, published 
by Rockford Map Publishers, is 
available for purchase for $25 
(members) or $50 (non-members) 
from the Farm Bureau office.

Stop by the Farm Bureau office to 
pick up a Plat Book. ■

Member Benefits

Preschool children throughout the 
county received the game as part of 
the Kindergarten Readiness Kit in the 
Spring of 2020 and 2021. 

For more information about the 
Farm Matching Game contact the 
Farm Bureau office, 815-756-6361. ■

L A N D  A T L A S  &  P L A T  B O O K

DEKALB COUNTY 
I L L I N O I S

2020

The 29th Edition
Compiled and Published by

ROCKFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Inc.
www.rockfordmap.com

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PARCEL MAPS AND SPATIAL DATA

Distributed by
DEKALB COUNTY FARM BUREAU

1350 West Prairie Drive
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

Photo Courtesy of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau

DeKalb County 
Plat Books for sale

Kishwaukee YMCA Discount
Farm Bureau is partnering with Kishwaukee 

Family YMCA to offer members 20% off all 
YMCA membership types and 50% off the joining 
fee. Membership includes free group exercise 
classes such as Zumba, Group Power, Spin, Step, 
Boot Camp and more.

Discounted monthly membership rates for 
Farm Bureau members are $36.80 for one adult, $60 for a family (includes two 
adults) and a household for $69.60 (includes three adults).

The YMCA has state-of-the-art fitness equipment, two pools, aquatic 
programs, open gym access and reduced rates on programs and classes.

Just mention you are a member of the DeKalb County Farm Bureau when 
you sign up to receive this discount. Register in person at Kishwaukee Family 
YMCA, 2500 Bethany Rd., Sycamore. ■



The scenery was “simply 
breathtaking,” said tourists from 
throughout DeKalb County in 
a recent visit to the Canadian 
Rockies. DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and Royal Travel 
arranged the tour for a local 
group of 36 from Aug. 30 to 
Sept. 6. Some of the highlights 
included: Vancouver city tour; 
Rocky Mountaineer train to 
Kamloops and Jasper; Jasper 
Park, Athabasca Glacier, and 
Maligne Canyon in Jasper; 
Lake Louise, Sulfur Mountain 
Summit and Bow River Falls in 
Banff; and a Calgary city tour. ■

Rocking the Rockies
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SEEN IT

SEEN IT                     Sept./Oct. 2021

These playful monkeys can be seen “swinging” from the north side of a 
barn at 604 N. Somonauk Road in Cortland. Owner Cassie Oltman’s father, 
Gerald Mattison, loved to carve wood into different animals and objects. 

What began with carving wood Christmas trees led to birds, flowers, deer, 
and eventually… monkeys. When Gerald passed in 2012, Cassie had the 
monkey’s hung from her barn in remembrance of her father. 

The monkeys are approximately 4 x 5 feet wide. Cassie has had many ask 
if there are exotic monkeys living inside the barn. “There aren’t any animals 
in the barn, but I would totally be up for that,” she laughed.

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Jenny Thornton 
of Kingston who correctly identified the monkeys on the barn. ■

Monkey Business in Cortland

Members, tell us what this is and where 
you saw it. Send your response to: 

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call us at 815-756-6361 and share your 

name and address. Correct answers will be 
entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card. In 
the next issue we will reveal the answer and 

information about this local photo.
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COUNTRY Agency  
   moves to Farm Bureau

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Center for Agriculture welcomes its 
newest office tenant to the building, 
the COUNTRY Financial Agency. 

It’s the office of Agency Manager 
Phil Hasz who represents the three 
counties of DeKalb, Kendall and 
Ogle. Hasz made the decision to 
relocate the office recently from 
downtown Sycamore to the Center for 
Agriculture.

“The size of this office is perfect 
for what we need and it’s nice to have 
a presence here in the Farm Bureau 
Building,” said Hasz. COUNTRY 
Financial is an affiliated company of 
Farm Bureau.

Occupying the office space along 
with Hasz are assistant Kelly Kish and 
new agent Zeke Scott.

Their nearly 1,000 square foot office 
is located in the northwest wing of 
the Farm Bureau Building, previously 
occupied by American Farmland Trust. 

Another bonus for the agency office 
is being able to use the meeting space 
in the building for COUNTRY agent 
and financial representative meetings. 

“The building is centrally located 
between the three counties so more 
meetings will likely occur here, even 

though we rotate meeting locations,” 
said Hasz. 

The agency manager, who resides in 
Rochelle, splits his time between the 
counties, spending a few days a week 
in DeKalb, Rochelle, and Yorkville 
offices, interfacing with 29 agents.

There are currently COUNTRY 
Financial agents serving DeKalb 
County in outside offices in DeKalb, 
Sycamore, Genoa, Shabbona and 
Sandwich.

Hasz, 54, has spent his entire 
career with the COUNTRY insurance 
company. He has served as an agent 
and financial representative and has 
been an agency manager for multiple 
counties in Illinois and in Colorado. 
He became the agency manager for 
the DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle Agency five 
years ago. 

As the agency manager looks at 
the overall scope of the insurance 
company he indicates the ultimate 

goal is “to make sure 
we are as competitive as 
we can be and provide 
adequate coverage for 
policyholders/Farm Bureau 
members.”

“It’s a challenge with the 
online insurance company 
competition, particularly 
with misconceptions 
people have thinking 
everything is taken care of 
when it’s not,” explained 
Hasz. He stated that while 
other companies may 

offer rates that look appealing there 
is almost always a tradeoff which is 
usually in lower, lesser coverages that 
you may not realize impacts you at the 
time of a claim.

That’s where the COUNTRY agents 
come in as they analyze individuals 
and businesses insurance needs and 
then make appropriate insurance 
coverage recommendations (property, 
casualty, life, farm/business). Another 
benefit for COUNTRY clients is that 
agents are available to meet face-to-
face and provide local expertise. 

Hasz urges Farm Bureau members to 
contact their agent regarding insurance 
coverage and financial products. Those 
looking for an agent can contact his 
agency office to meet with new agent 
Zeke Scott or be referred to an agent in 
their local area.

Besides the agency office, down the 
hall in the Farm Bureau Building is 
another COUNTRY office, the crop 
insurance office run by COUNTRY 
representative Don Young. ■

Staff	members	in	the	COUNTRY	Agency	office	are	Kelly	
Kish, assistant; Zeke Scott, new agent; and Phil Hasz, 
agency manager.

Phil Hasz, DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle COUNTRY 
Agency	Manager,	is	enjoying	his	new	office	
located in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building.

COUNTRY	Financial	Agency	Office
serves DeKalb-Kendall-Ogle counties.
Office	open	by	appointments:	 
phone 815-756-8026.

“The	size	of	this	office	is	perfect	
for what we need and it’s nice to 
have a presence here in the Farm 
Bureau Building.”  Phil Hasz



November 2021    CONNECTIONS      37    

Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

The end of the calendar is a good 
reminder for all of us to check in 
on your protection and planning 
needs. There are definitely those 
more obvious reasons to adjust your 
coverage, like when you buy a new 
car or move. But what about those 
less obvious reasons? 

Here are five reasons to consider 
a conversation with your agent, 
whether your reflecting back on 
changes in 2021 or looking ahead at 
plans for 2022.

1. Your teen starts driving
If you have a teen driver in the 

household, or one on the horizon, 
you might want to consider checking 
in on your auto’s liability coverage. 
If your teen gets in an accident and 
injures someone, the medical bills 
could be detrimental to your overall 
financial well-being. 

According to the Insurance 

Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), 
16-19 year olds are more likely to 
get in an auto accident than any 
other age group. Teenage boys 
are even more at risk than girls. 
According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 16-19 year 
old boys were two times more likely 
to get in an accident than teen girls. 

2. Backyard magnets
Install a new swimming pool? Get 

a trampoline or a playground? Did 
you know you’re liable if someone 
comes onto your property and gets 
injured? 

While pools and trampolines 
might seem harmless, they can be a 
cause for attraction. There are ways 
to keep your backyard safe, like 
installing a fence. You might also 
want to consider increasing your 
liability coverage to protect yourself 
from the unthinkable.

3. Working out of your home
Starting a company out of your 

home, changing employers or work 
conditions might all seem innocent 
enough. However, it’s important 
to make sure you have the right 
coverage. 

Depending on how your business 
is set up, you might need to adjust 
your policy or take out a separate 
one to protect both your business and 
your home.

4. Less time in the car
The amount of miles you rack up 

on your car driving to and from work 
could impact the cost of your auto 
policy. If you’re jumping up and 
down because you’ve recently taken 
a job with a shorter commute, don’t 
forget to take a break from your 
celebration to see if it improves the 
cost of your auto policy.

5. Just married or had a baby
These might be some of the more 

obvious life changes that warrant you 
to check in on your coverage, but 
they’re so important, we wanted to 
include them on our list. 

Both major life changes will likely 
impact your insurance coverage, 
especially your home, auto and life 
insurance. For instance, the policy 
you took out before you had a baby 
might not be sufficient now that 
you’ve grown your family. It’ll be 
important to make sure your new 
bundle of joy is protected. 

Another example is if you 
purchased a diamond ring. It’ll be 
important to make sure it doesn’t 
exceed the limitations on your 
homeowners’ insurance.

Contact your local COUNTRY 
Financial agent to check on your 
coverage. ■

5 Less Obvious Reasons  
to Check on Your Insurance Coverage
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What Are We Doing Wrong?
Clean water and healthy soils, 

are they the norm or do they have 
to be earned? The recently released 
biennial report of the Illinois Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) 
provides us with an update on 
how agriculture, point sources like 
wastewater treatment facilities and 
urban stormwater are fairing in their 
attempts to lower nutrient loading 
and improve water quality in Illinois. 
Organizations like the Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Fertilizer 
and Chemical Association to name a 
few have dedicated millions of dollars 
in programs, research and planning to 
try to achieve the voluntary goals of 
reducing nutrients in our streams and 
rivers. 

The Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy implementation scenarios set 

goals to be achieved by 2025 to reduce 
phosphorus by 25% and nitrate-
nitrogen by 15% using a baseline 
that was established from the data 
collected from 1980-96. In the most 
recent report, it shows that the trends 
are going in the wrong direction. 
There has been an increase of 13% 
of the nitrate-nitrogen above the 
established baseline and phosphorus 
is up 35%. It has been noted that there 
has been increased precipitation that 
has had an impact on these numbers 
as we continue to have shifting 
climate conditions. Increased runoff 
and drainage tend to increase nutrient 
loading. 

Can agriculture control the effects 
of increased precipitation? Cover 
crops, reduced tillage, filter strips, 
denitrification bio-reactors, wetlands, 
buffers, proper placement and 
timing of fertilizer etc. are all in the 
toolbox of best management practices 

available to agriculture to protect 
our natural resources. But are these 
enough? Some believe that there needs 
to be systemic change in agriculture to 
curb nutrient runoff. Some will argue 
that conventional farming practices in 
the Midwest are untenable as climate 
change accelerates. 

Agriculture will be a major influence 
on how we address water quality and 
soil health moving forward. Does 
agriculture need to make systemic 
changes or does it stay on the same 
path with some adjustments? Your 
local SWCD and NRCS staff is here 
to support your efforts to protect our 
water and healthy soils for generations 
to come. ■
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Upcoming Extension Meetings
A series of meetings have been planned by the University of Illinois Extension 

which may be of interest to you. 
For additional information contact the DeKalb County Extension office,  

815-758-8194.

Certified Food Protection Manager Course
Formerly Food Service Sanitation Manager Course (FSSMC)
Event Dates: Tuesday, Nov. 30 and Friday, Dec. 3, 2021 (must attend the full two-day 
training to be eligible to take the exam)
More Information and Register Online: By Nov. 23, 2021 at https://web.extension.
illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=23781 
Event Fee: $100
Location: Freeport, IL
Questions: 815-235-4125

Mental Health First Aid for the Ag Community
America's farm families are dealing with uncertainties of weather, cost of inputs, 
growing season risks, and long hours. As their neighbors, customers, business partners, 
and clients, you may feel helpless, but Illinois Extension can provide the tools to 
identify mental health issues and communication skills to support and save lives in the 
agricultural community.
Event Date: Dec. 10, 2021
Event Time: 8 a.m. –  3:30 p.m.
Location: Online – register at https://illinoisaces.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4Iqy1LBqCMTXnvg 

Illinois Strong Couples Project: 
Relationship Education
Whether you are wanting to build 
greater intimacy and connection, 
communicate more effectively with 
your partner, or protect your marriage 
from divorce, this program is here for 
you. Illinois couples who are married, 
engaged, or have been living together 
for at least six months can enroll. 
Participation involves completing 
six online modules and five video 
conference calls with a trained coach 
and completing three surveys to 
examine the effect of the program.
Event Time: Self-paced
Location: Online
Fee: Free (The Illinois Strong 
Couples project is also a research 
study, so we cover the costs of the 
program.)
Event Date(s): Dec. 1 – Dec. 31, 
2021
Information and Registration: 
https://extension.illinois.edu/
events/2021-12-01-illinois-strong-
couples-project-relationship-
education 
Event Date(s): Jan. 1 – Jan. 31, 2022
Information and Registration: 
https://extension.illinois.edu/
events/2022-01-01-illinois-strong-
couples-project-relationship-
education 

Get Savvy Webinar Series 
All programs are online starting at 
noon. 
For more information and 
registration: https://forms.uofi.
uillinois.edu/sec/1279302 

Planning for the Unforeseen | Dec. 
8, 2021
Property transfers, wills, and 
conversations about estate planning 
can be beneficial for you and your 
family's overall financial well-being. 
Presented by Nikki Giancola-Shanks, 
Illinois Division of Financial and 
Professional Regulation, and Andrea 
Pellegrini, University of Illinois 
Student Money Managing Center. ■
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COMMUNITY
Sheriff’s Office holds 27th Citizens Police Academy

New DeKalb County Sheriff Andy 
Sullivan announces the 27th Sheriff’s 
Citizens Police Academy will be held 
in 2022. 

The Sheriff’s Office and the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau have sponsored 
the Academy since its inception in 
1996. 

The Academy is scheduled to begin 
Thursday, Jan. 13, 2022 and will 
conclude with a graduation celebration 
at the DeKalb County Farm Bureau on 
March 24, 2022.

Classes are from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. for 10 consecutive Thursday 
evenings and will be held primarily 
at the Legislative Center in Sycamore 
and the Community Outreach Building 
in DeKalb.

The Academy is not meant 
to prepare individuals for a law 
enforcement career but is an 
educational opportunity for DeKalb 
County citizens. It has been developed 

to give citizens a realistic view of the 
criminal justice system in the county, 
at the same time giving Sheriff staff 
the opportunity to interact with 
citizens in a positive atmosphere. 
Citizens from all walks of life have 
enjoyed the Academy.

Instructors for the Academy 
include deputies from the Sheriff’s 
Office and other segments within the 
criminal justice system. Academy 
topics cover several areas including 
arrest procedures, criminal law, 
investigations, domestic violence, 
traffic stops, telecommunications, 
corrections, judicial perspective, and 
active shooter response for citizens. 

Coordinators for the Academy 
are Deputy Sean Conlon, Detective 
Jeremy Grubbs and Sergeant Zach 
Oltmanns.

Those interested in attending the 
Citizens Police Academy may contact 
the Sheriff’s Office for an application 

by calling, 815-895-7260 or stopping 
at the Sheriff’s Office at 150 N. Main 
St., Sycamore. The application can be 
downloaded at:  
www.dekalbcounty.org under Citizen 
Police Academy.

There is no registration fee, however, 
class size is limited. 

Applicants must be at least 21 years 
of age and live or work within DeKalb 
County. Basic background checks are 
conducted on all applicants. 

The deadline for registration is 
Dec. 27. Early registration is strongly 
encouraged. ■



SERVICE CENTER TEAM MEMBER

CDL DRIVERS

WHAT YOU’LL BE DOING
If you enjoy driving single, tandem or multi-axle trucks and are interested 
in helping the American Farmer get the most out of their production, we 
want to talk to you! We are looking for CDL drivers who operate in a safe, 
efficient manner to help us meet our customer needs. The season gets very 
busy so this is not a dull job. A few of the key areas of emphasis include:

Ensuring that all deliveries and pickups are made in accordance with  
time schedules and perform duties in a manner that promotes superior  
customer service and professionalism for the company and the industry.
Ensuring all associated documentation is completely and accurately 
returned to the branch location at the end of each day to insure timely  
invoices and payments.

WHAT YOU BRING TO THE JOB
High School Diploma
Class B (or better) CDL with necessary endorsements
The ability to work extended hours and on-call as the season dictates
The ability to lift 50-75 lbs

WHAT WE BRING TO THE TABLE
Additional opportunities and offers to transition to full time position for
exceptional performers

Work with the best group of people on earth “the American Farmer”

Experience the rural way of life, enjoy working outside in varying weather
conditions.

In house training and development opportunities

Competitive wages and generous benefits package with insurance, 
pension and 401k contributions for full time employees

Conserv FS  is based in Woodstock, Il with locations throughout North-
eastern Illinois and Southeastern Wisconsin. Conserv serves over 5,000 
customers throughout that area with needs in Agronomy, Petroleum and 
Turf Industry products and services. Conserv FS is locally owned member 
of the GROWMARK System, an agricultural cooperative serving more than 
100,000 customers across North America. 

We are an equal opportunity employer including protected veterans and 
qualified individuals with disabilities. Employment may be contingent upon 
receipt of an acceptable and job-related background check, drug test, 
motor vehicle report and/or reference checks as permissible by law.

L  
/jobs

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
  We are looking for Fulltime & Seasonal help for this fall. Bring your talent and good attitude

             to work for the Best, Most Innovative Diversified Agricultural Cooperative, Conserv FS!

     www.conservfs.com

Under appropriate supervision, applies crop production inputs to          
fields and growing crops according to recommended rates, 
procedures and following all pesticide labels. 

Sets up material handling, blending, storages, transport and
application equipment for blending and delivery of products. 
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


