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Lassoing in the New Year
Ready or not 2022 is here! 
As a farmer I will embrace this year like others that have 

preceded it. I will try to be optimistic and hope that local 
farmers will be successful and profitable in 2022.

Of course the New Year will come with its challenges, as 
it typically does. 

Like many businesses, I have seen my input costs 
skyrocket. Commodity prices are volatile and labor 
demands have tightened. And of course weather is always 
a factor with growing crops.   

I guess you could say I will be cautiously optimistic with 
a bit of pessimism in ‘22.

Like every year, before the seed goes into the ground, I 
will spend my time working the numbers. I will lock in my 
input costs, contract a portion of my grain to help cover 
my costs, select varieties of seed that best fit my farm’s 
production needs and protect my investment by purchasing 
crop insurance should the unexpected happen.  

Farming is more than just putting a seed in the ground 
and watching it grow. As a rodeo buff, I equate it to 
lassoing a calf – it takes true grit, energy and drive. 
Farmers will “cowboy up” and do what it takes to produce 
food for our growing nation. 

May the 2022 year be a good one for all of us, 
especially DeKalb County agriculture. ■
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Find the kernel and win!
Let’s see if you can find the kernel 

(resembling the one here) in this month’s 
issue of our magazine and be eligible to 
win a prize. 

Email your answer to: connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.org or call us, 815-756-
6361, by Feb. 4 for your chance to win. 

When responding by email, please 
include the page number and exact 
description of the location of the kernel 
on that page. You will also need to include 
your name, address and phone number in 
the email.

Correct answers will be put into a 
drawing and one winner will be drawn to 
receive a $20 gift card. 

Last month’s winner of the pine cone 
contest was Avery Gletty of Waterman. 
The pine cone was hidden on page 11 
in the class photo of the December 
CONNECTIONS. ■

Follow us!

 facebook.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 instagram.com/dekalbcountyfarmbureau

 twitter.com/DCFBureau

 pinterest.com/dekalbcounty

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Websites
CONNECTIONS Magazine 

www.CultivateConnections.org

Farm Bureau Main Site 
www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Foundation for Agriculture 
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Send magazine comments to: 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org
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On Prairie Drive
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Popcorn Parties
Who doesn’t like a good bowl of popcorn, right? 
With this month’s feature of popcorn farmers 

it conjures up my connections to the tasty treat. 
Popcorn is one of those staple snacks in our home.

I think back to the days when my grandmother 
popped the BEST popcorn. It dripped of her 
homemade butter seasoned with salt! Growing up we 
often had this snack in the evenings, while sitting in 
the living room and watching television. 

Popcorn parties became a ritual in my family when 
someone became engaged. Instead of the celebratory champagne, our family shared a 
bowl of popcorn with some very exciting conversations. It’s something my parents did 
when they were engaged and continued to do with their adult children.

The popcorn party tradition endured with our young family, every Sunday night, 
as we sat in the middle of the living room atop an old quilt. We ate popcorn while we 
watched Family Classics and then the Wonderful World of Disney shows on television 
with our kids. We also talked about the week ahead. Popcorn and family time went 
hand-in-hand. 

Today, Jim and I still have popcorn on Sunday nights on our living room floor. We 
watch a movie and talk about the week. It’s a ritual that we’ve been doing for 38 years.

As we enjoy this snack, I’m thankful for the farmers who grow the zea mays everta 
crop – featured local farmers Jeff and Tyler, and my sister and brother-in-law in central 
Illinois, along with many other farmers. These farmers will tell you growing popcorn is 
a lot different than growing our top crop of field corn. I hope you learn more about it in 
this issue. And then feel compelled to eat a bowl of popcorn! ■

Calendar
FEBRUARY 
Feb. 7  “Farm Art” Country Folk Music  
By Barb Sorensen 
Prime Timers Luncheon/Program 
12-Noon 
$8 lunch fee 
Register by Feb. 1

Feb. 9 & March 9  Pesticide Testing  
For farmers 
9 a.m. - Noon 
Register with IL Dept. Ag

Feb. 10  Anhydrous Training 
For farmers 
9-11 a.m. 
Register by Feb. 9

Feb. 28  DCFB Annual Meeting 
For voting members 

MARCH 
March 7  History of Betty Crocker 
By Leslie Goddard 
Prime Timers Luncheon/Program 
12-Noon 
$8 lunch fee 
Register by March 1

March 8  Rules for the Road Seminar 
Harvard 
Register by March 1 with DCFB

March 25  FB Senior Scholarships due

Meetings are held at DeKalb County Farm  
Bureau unless otherwise noted. For meeting  
reservations contact the Farm Bureau office.

Farm Bureau Office Hours
The	Farm	Bureau	office	is	open	Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please stop by 
or call 815-756-6361 to reach us. 

8 a.m.
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 NUMBERS

What’s Popping?
Popcorn is one of America’s favorite snacks.

• Most popcorn is grown in the Midwest – Nebraska leads in popcorn 
production.

• There are 4	basic	types	of	corn	–	field	(dent)	corn,	flint	(Indian)	corn,	
sweet corn (corn on the cob) and popcorn. Popcorn is the only corn 
which pops!

• On average, each person eats 47 quarts of popcorn a year.

• Popcorn kernels can pop up to 3 feet in the air.

• Microwaveable popcorn was invented by Pillsbury in 1982. 

•	Popcorn	is	the	official	snack	food	of	the	State	of	Illinois.

• Illinois farmers grow about 28,000 acres of popcorn. The majority of 
corn	grown	is	field	corn.	■

Sources: www.popcornboard.org, Illinois Farm Bureau
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Farmers Facing Higher Crop Costs
For the 2022 crop season farmers 

are seeing rising costs on inputs and 
capital needs to grow the same crop 
as last year. 

To some, these rising costs seem to 
be an abrupt change, however it has 
been happening for over the last year 
and all just hitting the farm gate in a 
much shorter period, explained Adam 
Day, Agronomy Sales & Marketing 
Manager for Conserv FS. 

“One of the reasons that the 
change feels so abrupt is over the last 
year suppliers have been utilizing 
inventory levels previously purchased 
hoping that there would be a reprieve 
to where the higher prices would not 
be passed along to farmers,” said Day. 

“As the year progressed with global 
factors impacting the supply chain 
this reprieve has not yet occurred 
causing suppliers to realize the 
increases that happened in the market, 
and this is now showing up at the 
farm,” he said. 

Adam Day provides an analysis 
of what is causing farm inputs to 
escalate.

Phosphates - In the phosphate 
markets we have three major 

Fertilizer and crop protection product prices are soaring

reasons we are seeing a rise in the 
markets. One of them is the CVD 
(Countervailing Duty) case filed 
by a major US supplier over a year 
ago. This slowed imports into the 
US market during a time where an 
increase in demand had already 
occurred. 

The next part of this was the 
impact of Hurricane Ida which 
played a role in slowing domestic 
production as well as disrupting 
logistics. 

The third part impacting this market 
is that we have had countries that 
would generally export phosphates 
start limiting exports from their 
countries for supply security purposes 
for their own countries. 

Potassium - The potassium 
market supply began seeing supply 
challenges coming off the fall of 2020 
with record usage in the US. During 
this high demand time there was also 
a large supplier that had an issue 
where they had to shut down a major 
mine that supplied the market. 

Additional factors yet to come 
are the other markets that may have 
been supplying the global market 
on a smaller scale slowing exports 
which will change the global flow 
of potassium fertilizers. After the 
demand increase and the supply 
decrease from facility challenges this 
market has not yet caught up with 
supply. 

At some point this market will 
recover the production volumes, 
however when it does it will continue 
to fight logistical challenges that 
we will continue to see across the 
industry. ►

Anhydrous ammonia (NH3) is a widely used source of nitrogen fertilizer. It is applied in 
the spring or fall to promote plant growth. The ammonia gas is contained in these white 
tanks which farmers or supply companies apply with a toolbar and inject into the soils. 

Dry	fertilizer	is	spread	by	an	applicator	on	a	field	before	crops	are	planted.	Commonly	
used dry fertilizers are potash, phosphates, sulfur, zinc and sulfate. Fertlizer puts required 
nutrients back into the soil.
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Farmers Facing Higher Crop Costs

“We are seeing anywhere from 
10% to 300% increases in farm 
production costs.”  
   Adam Day, Conserv FS 
     Agronomy Sales & Marketing Manager

Nitrogen - The nitrogen market 
has also seen its share of challenges. 
Like the phosphate market we are 
seeing some responses from a CVD 
case against some suppliers that 
would normally import product into 
the US Market. This has slowed 
imports. Natural gas is key in nitrogen 
production. 

Two major things have happened 
in the last year that are impacting 
the market on a global and domestic 
scale. The artic blast last season 
that stretched across the US caused 
several manufacturing facilities to 
slow or shut down production to 
allow the increase demand of natural 
gas for heating to be supplied. 
Globally the European markets are 
seeing record high natural gas prices 
which has also caused production 
to be slowed or shut down. When 
these shutdowns occur, they take 
away supply but may not slow down 
the demand which will put us in the 
supply/demand market that we are 
seeing today. 

The next challenge is that in a 
supply/demand market is getting the 
product at the right time into the right 
places to be applied when needed. 

Additional logistical expenses to do 
this will be reflected in the price at the 
farm gate to have supply available in 
many cases.

Crop Protection Products 
Another area of our inputs that is 
being focused on as we prepare for 
the 2022 crop is our crop protection 
products. This market is being 
challenged very heavily on logistics. 

By logistics this could mean 
anything from having people to make 
the active ingredients, shipping to 
the port, shipping across the ocean, 
unloading into US ports, transferring 
product from the US ports to 
manufacturing facilities, having 
containers to put the completed 
product in and then distribution across 
the country. 

There are a lot of factors that 
can disrupt this supply chain and 

challenges are occurring every step of 
the way. Over the last year we have 
seen several price increases from 
all manufacturers as they try to stay 
ahead of increasing expenses trying 
to be reliable suppliers of products in 
these unprecedented times. 

Depending on the products in 
question, we are seeing anywhere 
from 10% to 300% increases in farm 
production costs. 

The next challenge in this 
market is going to be the supply of 
preferred products. With so many 
challenges that could put receiving 
these products in adequate time for 
applications, we will all need to 
remain flexible. Cutting farm input 
dollars may not always be the answer. 

I encourage farmers to look at 
this from a different view of how 
to maximize return per acre or per 
bushel. Farmers must focus on how 
to match up expenses with income 
as they consider decisions to manage 
their operations. ■ 
                                  

Liquid	crop	protectants	and	liquid	nitrogen	are	applied	pre-plant	by	a	floater.	This	
TerraGator	floater	was	applying	a	corn	herbicide	and	nitrogen	on	the	farm	field	before	
corn planting. Farm fertilizers are commercially manufactured in liquid, dry or gas forms.

Adam Day
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the

Many people ask me, “What do 
farmers do during the winter?”

While things slow down some, 
compared to harvest and other times of 
the year, there is still much to do! 

One thing that all farmers do in the 
winter is participate in meetings. This 
isn’t something I thought of before 
I started farming with my Dad. But 
there are actually a lot of different 
meetings to go to and they all usually 
get scheduled around this time because 
it’s the only time of year when we 
have time for them. 

We meet with our seed, fertilizer 
and pesticide salesmen to discuss what 
seed varieties we will plant in the 
spring. We meet with our accountant 

to plan for taxes and our insurance 
agent to discuss what insurance to 
choose for our crops in the coming 
year. 

There are also a lot of educational 
meetings planned by companies and 
agencies to help us learn more about 
various technologies, weather, and 
marketing trends for selling our grain. 

One year in the winter I attended 
a weekend-long training about 
minimum tillage practices to help 
with our soil conservation. I actually 
went to this meeting by myself the 
first year I started to work with my 
Dad and didn’t understand most of 
what the different presenters were 
talking about. Now, I’m happy to say, 

Meetings, Maintenance & More

Checking air pressure in the tires of farm machinery goes along with equipment 
maintenance during the winter months. Here, Elizabeth is showing her niece 
how it’s done.

Elizabeth Koenig works alongside her 
father on their family farm in Hinckley 
growing corn and soybeans. She also is a 
clincal therapist when she’s not working 
on the farm. She’s all bundled up for 
snowy weather.

I have a much better grasp on this! 
Another task that my Dad and I do 

in the winter is ship some of our corn. 
We hire semi-trucks to haul our corn 
which is taken to the local elevator 
where it’s sold and then usually 
shipped overseas. 

This year I chose to market our grain 
a little earlier in the winter since last 
year we had to fight a large amount of 
snow. Remember our snow from last 
year? I ended up having to get several 
semi-trucks out of snow banks in our 
yard with our tractor. This year has 
gone much smoother since we got it 
shipped before any snow came. 

In the winter we also devote time to 
working on and doing maintenance to 
our tractors and equipment, catching 
up on bookkeeping, and basically 
anything else we can accomplish 
inside to avoid being outside in the 
cold! 

Last, but not least, I find some time 
to rest and enjoy a more normal pace 
of life, which has made me appreciate 
the winter much more. I hope you stay 
nice and warm this winter and enjoy 
some time to relax as well. ■

In the winter we attend 
meetings, haul grain, maintain 
our equipment, and catch up on 
farm records.

Could it be that winter is the new summer? Once 
de�ned as a time of quiet hibernation, winter 

has come into its own, in a social sense. In fact, we 
are often busier entertaining friends and family in the 
winter than during any other season. Consider the 
numerous celebratory occasions that begin with the 
harvest and continue on through the holidays and 
beyond, not to mention all the fun and frosty get-
togethers prompted by skiing, skating and sledding. 
Truly, the winter social calendar can be downright 

ingredients on hand, you can whip up tantalizing 
popcorn snack recipes to feed—and please—crowds 

popcorn is a whole-grain that provides carbohydrates 
and �ber to the diet, and since it’s naturally low in 
fat, you can even feel good about serving it! As an 
added bonus, these recipes will �ll your home with 
the comforting fragrance of favorite wintry avors.

This colorful White Chocolate Peppermint Bark 
packs both a festive punch and a sweet crunch.

White Chocolate Peppermint Popcorn Bark

5 cups popped popcorn
12 ounces white chocolate baking chips, chopped 

white chocolate or white candy coating
1 cup crushed hard candy peppermints

aside. Place popcorn in a large bowl; set aside. 

simmering water, stirring until smooth OR melt 
according to package directions.  

melted. Pour chocolate mixture over popcorn 
mixture and stir to coat.

completely. When chocolate is cooled and set, 

container at room temperature.

Variation: White Chocolate Popcorn Crunch: 

Omit candy peppermints. Mix ½ cup dried 
sweetened cranberries and ½ cup sliced almonds 
with the popcorn. Pour chocolate over the mixture 
after it is melted.

Yield: about 1 pound

around the �re.

Gingersnap Popcorn Snack Mix 

2 quarts popped popcorn
Butter avored cooking spray
1/3 cup granulated sugar substitute
2 tsp. ground ginger
1/2 tsp. freshly ground nutmeg
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground cloves
1/8 tsp. freshly ground black or white pepper

sheet and spray lightly with the cooking spray. 
Combine remaining ingredients in a small bowl 

with cooking spray and toss to coat evenly.  
Bake 7 minutes and serve warm.

Yield: 2 quarts

popart

It’s Wintertime 
and the Snackin’ is Easy…
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Variation: White Chocolate Popcorn Crunch: 

Omit candy peppermints. Mix ½ cup dried 
sweetened cranberries and ½ cup sliced almonds 
with the popcorn. Pour chocolate over the mixture 
after it is melted.

Yield: about 1 pound

around the �re.

Gingersnap Popcorn Snack Mix 

2 quarts popped popcorn
Butter avored cooking spray
1/3 cup granulated sugar substitute
2 tsp. ground ginger
1/2 tsp. freshly ground nutmeg
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ground cloves
1/8 tsp. freshly ground black or white pepper

sheet and spray lightly with the cooking spray. 
Combine remaining ingredients in a small bowl 

with cooking spray and toss to coat evenly.  
Bake 7 minutes and serve warm.

Yield: 2 quarts

popart

It’s Wintertime 
and the Snackin’ is Easy…

Could it be that winter is the new summer? Once 
de�ned as a time of quiet hibernation, winter 

has come into its own, in a social sense. In fact, we 
are often busier entertaining friends and family in the 
winter than during any other season. Consider the 
numerous celebratory occasions that begin with the 
harvest and continue on through the holidays and 
beyond, not to mention all the fun and frosty get-
togethers prompted by skiing, skating and sledding. 
Truly, the winter social calendar can be downright 

ingredients on hand, you can whip up tantalizing 
popcorn snack recipes to feed—and please—crowds 

popcorn is a whole-grain that provides carbohydrates 
and �ber to the diet, and since it’s naturally low in 
fat, you can even feel good about serving it! As an 
added bonus, these recipes will �ll your home with 
the comforting fragrance of favorite wintry avors.

This colorful White Chocolate Peppermint Bark 
packs both a festive punch and a sweet crunch.
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Rules for the Road Trucking Seminar held in March
FARM COUNTRY

2022

MARCH 8TH AT 10 AM 

HOSTED BY: MCHENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Moose Lodge, 22500 IL-173, Harvard   

Lunch at 12:00 pm   |   Register by March 1, 2022

Learn more about trucking 

regulations to help you 

stay legal and safe when 

you hit the road. 

Attendance is open to all Illinois Farm Bureau Members

REGISTRATION OPENS MONDAY, JANUARY 17TH. Please  

contact your local County Farm Bureau to register.Open to DeKalb County Farm Bureau members. 

Contact the local Farm Bureau office to 

register, 815-756-6361, by March 1.

Illinois Farm Bureau will host a series of two-hour trucking seminars 
focusing on transportation laws and regulations as they pertain to the 
agricultural industry. 

The closest seminar 
to the DeKalb County 
area is being held in 
Harvard. 

McHenry County 
Farm Bureau will 
host the session on 
Tuesday, March 8 at 
10 a.m. at the Moose 
Lodge 22500 IL-173, 
Harvard. 

“There are some 
trucking laws that 
have been reshaped 
in recent years, such 
as the Entry Level 
Driver Training 
Requirement that goes 
into effect on Feb. 7,” 
said Rodney Knittel, 
IFB assistant director 
of transportation and 
infrastructure. 

“These presentations 
are designed to take 
a closer look at 
these latest rules and 
provide an opportunity 
for farmers to ask 

Notice is hereby given that the 
Annual Business Meeting of the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau will be 
held on Monday, Feb. 28 at 8 a.m. 
in the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Building, Sycamore, IL to receive 
reports of the tellers of election for 
directors for the past year; and if 
approved, confirm the reports of the 
officers for the year ending Dec. 31, 
2021 and any other business that may 
properly come before the meeting. ■

                    Roy Plote, Secretary

DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting Notice

those ag-related trucking questions 
that they can’t seem to find clear 
answers for.”

The Rules for the Road Seminar 
will cover recent changes and some 
of the more established but still 
misunderstood rules, such as the 
USDOT Number, UCR registrations 
and driver’s license classifications, to 
name a few. 

Knittel specializes in farm 
transportation issues and will lead the 
seminar series, and he will be joined 
by Illinois enforcement agencies. 

Rules for the Road seminars are 
open to all Illinois Farm Bureau 
members. Attendance is free, courtesy 
of the county Farm Bureau and 
Illinois Farm Bureau, but advance 
registration is requested. Lunch will 
be provided.

Please call the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau to reserve your place 
at the Rules for the Road Seminar 
by March 1, 815-756-6361. DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau will cover 
member expenses for attending.

Other in-person Rules for the Road 
Trucking Seminars are being held 
in Christian, Champaign, Hamilton, 
Coles, Henry, Madison and Fulton 
counties. ■

FBFM meeting: Ag Year in Review
Last year’s farm year was one of the best for some local farmers and just an 

average year for other farmers. FBFM has the numbers to prove it.
Scott Newport will present an Ag Year in Review at the Farm Business Farm 

Management (FBFM) Analysis Meeting on Thursday, March 17 at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau.

The FBFM specialist will offer his analysis of 2021 farm data for FBFM 
cooperators, including corn and soybean yields and farm earnings. He will also 
provide cooperators with individual comparative analysis with the distribution 
of handouts.

The FBFM meeting begins at 9 a.m. in the Farm Bureau Theater. The 
meeting will feature Newport with his analysis, the showing of the SILO grain 
entrapment film, and a guest speaker.

Lunch will be provided at noon. For lunch reservations, contact Newport at 
Newport@fbfm.org. 

The FBFM meeting is open to all interested persons. ■
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February & March pesticide testing dates set for farmers
Farmers who need to renew their 

private pesticide applicator license have 
an opportunity at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Center for Agriculture.

In-person testing is scheduled for 
Wednesdays, Feb. 9, and March 9.

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture will offer pesticide 
applicator testing from 9 a.m. until 
noon in the Farm Bureau Auditorium. 

FARM COUNTRY

Certified Livestock Manager Training session held locally
Livestock farms who need to renew 

their Illinois Certified Livestock 
Manager certificate can attend 
a training session at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau on Wednesday, 
Feb. 16 at 9 a.m. 

Fee is $40 (each additional 

participant $30) and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture’s 
certification fee is $30. Certification 
is good for three years.

Register online at: https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?
RegistrationID=24436. 

The workshop is being sponsored 
by the University of Illinois 
Extension and testing is provided 
by the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture. ■

All growers or grower farm 
operations that transport or apply 
anhydrous ammonia, or otherwise 
maintain anhydrous ammonia 
equipment are required to be certified 
with the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture.

Growers and farm operators have 
until April 1 to be initially certified.

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
and Conserv FS are cosponsoring an 
in-person Anhydrous Training for 
certification on Thursday, Feb. 10. The 
training will take place at the DeKalb 
County Farm Bureau Building from 9 
to 11 a.m. 

The training will help individuals 
understand:

•  Properties of ammonia
•  Competent in safe operating 

practices
•  How to take appropriate actions in 

the event of a leak or emergency
•  Personal protective equipment and 

first aid
•  Transportation safety.

Time to get trained for anhydrous certification

Training is for individuals who 
transport or handle anhydrous 
ammonia – farmers/growers, farm 
employees, family members, and 
others who help.

Growers are not required to be 
certified to purchase anhydrous 
ammonia, but are required to be 
certified for handling and transporting. 
Certification is good for three years.

There is no cost for the training. 
Coffee and donuts will be provided.

Eric Bruning, Ridott plant 
manager with Stephenson FS Service 

Register by Feb. 9 with 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

Company, will be the training 
instructor. 

To register for the Anhydrous 
Training, contact the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau, 815-756-6361, by 
Feb. 9.  Spaces may be limited.

For those who prefer 
online training go to: https://
onenet.illinois.gov/page.
aspx?item=128037. ■

This is a test-only session.
To register for the in-person testing 

go to the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture website: https://www2.
illinois.gov/sites/agr/Pesticides/
Pages/in-person-testing.aspx.

Farmers are required to renew their 
Illinois private pesticide applicator 
license every three years. The license 
is needed for farmers who use 

restricted-use pesticides.
The fee for the private pesticide 

applicator testing is $30, for the three 
years license.

For more information contact the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture, 
815-787-5476. The Department of Ag 
offers testing year-round at its DeKalb 
office or farmers may complete testing 
online. ■
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Q: How are farmers coping with record high 
production costs this year?

A: Farmers are price takers and we are doing our 
best to mitigate higher prices and control our 
costs.

“For the farmer is the only man in our economy who has to buy 
everything he buys at retail, sell everything he sells at wholesale, and 
pays the freight both ways.”                 – Senator John F. Kennedy, Jr.

Farming has not been immune to the trend that the rest of the 
economy has suffered from. High prices have not only graced 
the farm products we grow and raise but have made a pernicious 
impact on the things we buy. From tractors and implements, to 
fertilizers and chemicals, the cost of doing business has gone up 
dramatically.  

In the short-term farmers can delay purchasing some things like 
new equipment, bins, buildings, and machinery. However, some 
farmers are in a position where they have to replace a piece of  
worn out or broken equipment.  

On the other hand, the things we buy every year we cannot do 
without. These things we use to grow our crops we typically refer 
to as “inputs” like seed, fertilizer, and pesticides. Input prices have 
been soaring and there are concerns about availability.

The culture of agriculture is one of trust and stability. 
Over the years I have farmed I have developed strong working 
relationships with different suppliers. There are 3-4 retailers of 
agricultural inputs in most all farm communities and inevitably 
sooner or later some sort of relationship will be forged with all of 
them. I value every relationship I have in agriculture. Recently, 
speaking with one our sales professionals about the tightening of 
supplies, he said, “You’ve taken care of us and we will take care of 
you.”  

While supplies are tight and prices are high, I am confident 
we will weather this storm together. However, at the end of the 
day farmers are essentially price takers. Not only for the prices we 
receive, but for the inputs we purchase. 

One of the hardest problems for farmers to solve is taking 
physical delivery of products. We work in a high-volume industry. 
It is impractical to think that we could physically store on our farm 
all of the inputs we would need for a given year. 

During spring and fall there is a robust and impressive system 
at work to transport, warehouse, distribute, spread, and spray our 
inputs in order to grow our crops. Barges moving up the  
Mississippi River and trains moving in from all directions bring in 

essential nutrients for our crops. They unload into 
terminals which have a constant supply of trucks 
bringing products to our farm.

The issue is that it can be difficult to set a price 
for our inputs, when you really want to, when 
prices are low. For farmers without immense 
storage and application equipment they usually 
have to buy things a few months before they need 
to use them. In this instance prices for these inputs 
have been soaring since last summer. 

While there are opportunities to sell 
conventional crops for modest premiums, nearly 
all commercial crops are sold at a set price. This 
set price by the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
fluctuates sometimes violently. Basis and carry are 
mechanisms farmers are subject to, yet when the 
final price is done, these only usually influence 
the price by three to ten percent. We work hard to 
squeeze every cent out of every bushel our farm 
produces.

Looking at Farm Business Farm Management 
data, farmers that can produce the most bushels 
while controlling costs end up being the most 
successful. This year will be a challenge with 
record high inputs. We simply cannot grow a crop 
without most every input but we will do our best 
to mitigate these high prices. We will work with 
our trusted suppliers. And we will push through 
these once again tumultuous times to an era of 
sustained stability. ■ 
                             Mike Schweitzer

The Schweitzers – Amy, Mike, Eli and Warren – 
farm in rural Esmond. They grow corn, soybeans, 
sweet corn and peas and raise 4-H animals. Mike 
is a sixth generation farmer.
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10% 
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6.7% 
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3% 
9.5%
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Farm Expenses on the Rise
Production costs have an impact on the viability of U.S. farms

This year, farmers are faced with increased prices for inputs such as fertilizer 
and chemicals as well as concerns regarding availability. 

In 2020, total U.S. farm production expenditures were up 2.3 percent 
compared with 2019 production expenditures. The average per farm expenses 
increased by 2.6 percent from 2019 to 2020.

Take a look at farm expenditures by percentages:

Fertilizer, Chemicals & Seed
Feed
Farm Services
Livestock Purchases
Farm Labor & Custom Hire
Farm Rent
Machinery & Vehicles
Interest, Property Taxes & Other Taxes
Fuel
Miscellaneous

17.5% 
15.5% 
12.2% 
10.8% 

10% 
8.2% 
6.7% 
6.6% 

3% 
9.5%

Source: USDA/NASS Farm Production Expenditures by Percent of Total, 2020 Summary
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications for the Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship will be available Feb. 1. 
This scholarship was established in 2020 by the Barshinger family in 

memory of the late Joe Barshinger, a lifelong grain and livestock farmer who 
farmed in Shabbona and Waterman and was an avid supporter of youth.

The Joe Barshinger Memorial Scholarship is for graduating seniors from 
Indian Creek High School. Applicant must also be a member of the FFA 
Chapter or a 4-H Club.

One, $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving student who plans 
to attend a community college, university or trade school. Applicant must also 
be majoring in a field of agriculture. 

The scholarship will be administered 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Foundation and will follow similar 
guidelines as other Foundation scholarships. 
To qualify, the applicants’ parents must be 
members of the Farm Bureau for two years 
prior to applying (since 2020). 

Selection of the Joe Barshinger 
Scholarship recipient will be based on 
academics (2.5+ GPA), school activities, 
leadership, and community service.  

Indian Creek students may apply online at: 
www.PlantALegacy.org/scholarships. 

Scholarship deadline is Friday,  
March 25. ■

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek Students

community service. The scholarship 
award is for a total of $1,200 for the 
freshman year of college.

The scholarship application form 
will be available Feb. 1 at:  
www.PlantALegacy.org. 

Students will need to complete 
the application and submit online. A 
high school transcript and academic 
information is also required from 
high school counselors.  

The complete application is due 
by Friday, March 25. ■

“I am very thankful for the Farm Bureau 
Senior Scholarship. Going to college 
can	be	a	difficult	transition,	especially	
during a pandemic. Knowing I have the 
support of my community gives me 
confidence	that	I	can	succeed	in	school	
and beyond.”

High School Seniors may soon apply 
for college scholarships 

Starting Feb. 1, high school seniors 
can apply for the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Foundation Senior 
Scholarships. 

The Foundation will grant 
scholarships to deserving high school 
seniors pursuing a college education 
in any field of study. High school 
seniors who will be attending a two 
or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school in the fall 
of 2022 are eligible to apply. 

To be eligible, a student’s 
immediate family must have been 
a member in good standing of 
the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
continuously since 2020.  

Senior Scholarship selection is 
based on academics, leadership, and 

Joey Newport of DeKalb was one of the 
2021 recipients of the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau Senior Scholarship. He is 
a freshman at the University of Illinois 
studying business. 

Farm Bureau Senior Scholarships offered in 2022

IAA scholarships
Illinois Farm Bureau® (IFB) 

members and their children are 
encouraged to apply for 82 college 
scholarships offered by the IAA 
Foundation.

The scholarships, range from 
$1,000 to $7,500 for the 2022-2023 
school year. 

All applicants must be current 
high school seniors or students 
already enrolled at an accredited 
college or university. Scholarships 
are awarded for exceptional 
academics, leadership experiences 
and community service.

A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility 
guidelines is available on the 
Foundation website,  
www.iaafoundation.org. 

 For more information, contact the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232.

The application must be 
completed online by Feb. 15.  ■ Joe Barshinger
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Barshinger Scholarship for Indian Creek Students

Ag-related scholarships for local students
Check	out	these	college	scholarships	for	students	in	agricultural	fields

DeKalb County SWCD Scholarships
The DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation District provides 

scholarship opportunities for 2022. Scholarship information and applications 
are posted on their website www.swcdekalbil.org under the News/Events tab. 

The Soil and Water Stewardship Scholarship seeks to provide financial 
support to students enrolled fulltime at an accredited two or four-year 
community college, college, or university, which will lead to a career in a 
natural resource field. 

The scholarship will be awarded in amounts up to $1,000. Scholarship 
money may be used for tuition, fees, books, supplies and/or equipment 
required for courses. Scholarship money may not be used for room and board.

Mail application to: Winnebago County SWCD, 4833 Owen Center Rd. 
Rockford IL 61101-6007 or email NEILStewardship@gmail.com.

For more information regarding scholarships, please call the DeKalb 
County SWCD Office at 815-756-3234, ext. 9493. 

Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

DeKalb County 4-H Scholarship
The DeKalb County 4-H Foundation offers a scholarship for current or past 

DeKalb County 4-H members. Applicants must be high school seniors or in 
an approved post-high school educational program (junior college, 4-year 
university, trade school, etc.). Applicants should also be fulltime students.

The recipient will receive a $500 scholarship.
Apply at: https://extension.illinois.edu/bdo/4-h-dekalb-county.
Applications are due April 29. ■ 

AGCO Scholarships
AGCO is offering scholarships to students in Illinois pursuing ag-related 

college degrees.
AGCO Parts Platinum Scholarship ($2,500) – One scholarship award will 

be given to a student who has completed at least one full year of college 
education in an ag-related field.

• AGCO Global Women’s Network Scholarship ($1,000) – Two 
scholarships will be provided for the 
college education of female students 
pursuing degrees in an ag-related career 
field.

• AGCO Parts Division Scholarship 
($1,000) – Two scholarships will be 
given for the college education of 
students pursuing degrees in an ag-related 
career field.

Applications are available on the Kane 
County Farm Bureau website:  
www.kanecfb.com/scholarships or by 
contacting their Foundation at  
630-584-8660.

Application deadline is Feb. 15. ■

John Buck Ag Scholarship 
Applications are now being 

accepted for the John Buck Memorial 
Scholarship. High school students 
in DeKalb, Kane, McHenry, Boone, 
Lake, DuPage or Will County are 
eligible to apply. 

Two $1,500 scholarships will be 
given to a high school senior who will 
be pursuing a college education in an 
ag-related field.

Applications are available on the 
Kane County Farm Bureau website at 
www.kanecfb.com/scholarships or 
by contacting their Foundation at  
630-584-8660. 

The application deadline is Feb. 
15. ■

Compeer Scholarships
Compeer Financial is now 

accepting applications for its High 
School Senior Scholarship program. 

Graduating high school seniors will 
be awarded $1,500 scholarships. 

The Compeer Financial Scholarship 
Program is designed for students 
who will major in agriculture or an 
agriculture-related field, or have an 
agricultural or rural background. 
Students who plan on attending a 
college, university or technical school 
are eligible.

To qualify, graduating seniors must 
live in Compeer Financial’s 144-
county territory and have a 3.0 or 
higher GPA. 

Scholarship recipients are selected 
based on a combination of academic 
achievement, agricultural and 
community youth organization 
involvement. 

To apply, students should visit 
www.compeer.com to download the 
application form. 

Applications must be received by 
March 15. ■
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Thank You, Foundation Donors!
The DeKalb County Farm Bureau 

Foundation for Agriculture had a good 
year, thanks to the generosity of Farm 
Bureau members. 

In 2021, our 35 Year Campaign 
was successful in celebrating this 
milestone for the Foundation and 
utilizing funds for agricultural 

Named Endowment ($50,000+) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
In Memory of Arden & Dorothy Baie 
DeKalb County Soil & Water   
 Conservation District 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
In Memory of Raymond & Frances Katz 
In Memory of Leonard & Vivian Nelson 
Bob & Norma Wildenradt & Family

Legacy Gift ($10,000-$49,999) 
Allan & Ruth Aves 
Babson Farms 
Ken & Glennie Barshinger 
In Memory of Joe Barshinger 
Ed & Vicki Eggers 
In Memory of Wilder & Martha Fay 
GRAINGER  
Darwin & Melody Hall 

In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
In Memory of Albert O. Johnson 
KishHealth System 
Terry & Sherrie Martin 
In Memory of Orville A. Olson 
In Memory of Charles H. Orr 
The Schelkopf Family 
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo 
In Memory of Peggy Vaughan 
Jim & Sue Walter

Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
A & P Grain Systems 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities   
 Monsanto Fund 
In Memory of Eddie Arndt 
Babson Farms 
Christina Bagwill 
Banner Up Signs – Kuhn Family 

Bayer Crop Science 
Steve Bemis 
Richard M. & Della Bend 
In Memory of Ralph & Irene Boesche 
CHS – Rochelle 
ComEd 
Compeer Financial 
Conserv FS 
Ed & Juli Cowan 
Doug & Nancy Dashner 
Bill & Julenne Davey 
Dayton & Old Elm Farms 
DeKalb Ag Alumni Association 
DeKalb County COUNTRY Financial  
DeRaedt Seed 
In Memory of Floyd & Marge Drendel 
Steve & Vickie Drendel 
Vernon & Shirley Drendel 
Enbridge Energy ► 

outreach and education.
Teachers and students benefitted 

from the Ag in the Classroom program 
with resources, farm field trips, the 
Food and Agriculture Resources 
Monthly (FARM) Bags, the Farm 
Matching Game, and ag-related books. 

New funds were created and other 

funds continued to grow based on 
contributions. The Leonard and 
Vivian Nelson Ag Scholarship was 
established by family members to 
assist college students studying 
agriculture. The Jeff Hartmann 
Summer Ag Institute (SAI) 
Scholarships were awarded for the 
first year to help teachers offset the 
cost of participating in Farm Bureau’s 
SAI. 

Scholarships were distributed to 
29 students amounting to $37,000. 
The Foundation has 10 different 
scholarships funds which benefit 
Farm Bureau families.

The Foundation also supported 
livestock education efforts at the 
Sandwich Fair. Additionally, the 
DeKalb County Soil & Water 
Conservation District fund continued 
to grow which will assist in 
continuing SWCD programs and 
protecting our natural resources.

Listed are the many donors and funds 
for the 2021 year. 

To donate in 2022, go to: 
PlantALegacy.org. 

The DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Board of Directors would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Farm Bureau members for donating to the Foundation in 
2021. The board includes: (seated, from left) Ed Cowan, Mark Tuttle, president, Jerry Bemis, 
(standing) Jack Goodrich, Mike Schelkopf, Mary Pritchard, Landon Faivre, secretary/treasurer, 
Kathy Bock, Paul Schweitzer, Lauri Paulsen, and Jim Stoddard, vice president.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Donors 2021
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Growing Acres ($1,000-$9,999) 
Landon & Colleen Faivre 
Vince & Jerilyn Faivre 
In Memory of Roy Fenstermaker, Sr. 
First National Bank 
First State Bank 
In Memory of John & Charlotte  
 Gallagher 
Joyce Gardner 
Bob & Ann Gilmore 
David & Lori Gilmore 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich 
In Memory of Lisa Boltz Hanson 
In Memory of Jeff Hartmann 
Heartland Bank & Trust Co. 
Donald & Saundra Huftalin 
Robert & Ann Hutcheson 
Gail P. Johnson 
In Memory of Gordon & Janette Jones 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs 
In Memory of Roger Klein 
Ronald G. Klein 
Paul & Linda Kuhn 
Donald Mack 
Bruce & Kathy Maunder 
Mullins Farms 
William, Bonnie & Robert Mullins 
Jim & Judy Myers 
In Memory of Leonard E. Nelson 
Ron & Julie Ness 
In Memory of Dorothy &  
 James Nolan, Jr. 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy 
Lyle & Marty Paul  
In Memory of Alexis Paulsen 
Pipestone 
In Memory of Richard E. Pitstick 
Elvin & Betty Plapp 
Roy & Janet Plote 
In Memory of Joe & Elsie Quinn 
Marjorie Rasmussen 
Paul & Connie Rasmussen 
Douglas & Lynn Roberts Family  
Scott & Kathryn Schroeder 
Paul & Mary Schweitzer 
In Memory of Robert Schweitzer 
Sally Stevens 
In Memory of Kenneth Stoddard 
In Memory of Beverly & Archie Tuntland 
Mark Tuttle 
In Memory of Bob Twombly 
David & Peggy Vaughan 
In Memory of Tom Warren 
Frank Willis 
In Memory of Bob & Helen Willrett 
In Memory of Dave & Nancy Wirsing 
M. Nadine Zimmerman

The Giving Field ($200-$500 Annually) 
Jerry & Sue Bemis 
Boehne Farms 
Boehne Farms Trucking 
Mark & Rhodora Collins 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Ben Drake  
Scott & Tara Drake 
Dan & Jennifer Hoffman 
Yvonne Johnson 
Tracy & Beth Jones 
Dan & Maylan Kenney 
Ray & Carol Larson 
Greg & Marci Millburg 
Bob & Mary Pritchard 
Carol Quinn 
Trent & Elizabeth Sanderson 
Roger Steimel 
Jim & Marcia Stoddard 
David Vaughan 
Jamie & Kristen Walter 
Hank & Jan Wassmann 
Jim & Mariam Wassmann

Cultivating Paths (General Fund) 
Lowell Akers 
Katherine Baie 
Jerry & Sue Bemis 
Brian Bend 
Bethany Animal Hospital 
Brandi Boan/Brain Clinic 
Jeanetta Boughton 
Leon & Virginia Brummel 
Joanne Burton 
Beau & Lynn Byington 
Kathy Cain 
Jeff & Anna Clausen 
Carole Cronin 
Larry & Jackie Dannewitz 
Ron Diehl 
David & Linda Drake 
Roger & Vickie Faivre 
Steve & Pat Faivre 
Virginia Farley 
Jane Fay 
John & Linda Frieders 
Ryan & Deanne Frieders 
Edwin Friestad 
Norman & Marion Gilbert 
Jack & Marcia Goodrich 
Lesson Gord 
Christian & Diane Guhl 
Gloria Happ 
Jerry & Diane Helland 
Fredrick High 
James K. & Loretta M. Hipple Family  
Charles & Joan Hoyt 
Dan & Claudia Hueber 

Craig Johnson 
Denny & Nancy Johnson 
James & Lois Johnson 
Kathleen Johnson 
Janet Kessler 
Kishwaukee Water Reclamation District 
Donna Kleveland 
Wilbur Kocher 
Irene Kolanowski 
Beverley Lane 
Gerald Latimer 
Jim & Lois Latimer 
Gary & Mary Leonard 
Arthur Lloyd 
Dale & Barb Male 
Brett & Kim Mapel 
Kenneth & Sandra Mason 
Cile B. Massover 
Gerald & Mary Lynn McArtor 
Joyce McConkey 
Linda Merriman 
Mary Lou & Bob Miller 
Phil & Amanda Montgomery 
Don Mosher 
Pamela Olson 
Richard & Karen Parks 
Lyle & Marty Paul 
Chris & Katie Paulsen 
Jeff & Lauri Paulsen 
Joe & Sara Paulson 
Michael Paulson 
Joe & Liz Pedersen 
Don & Nayna Peterson 
Ed & Connie Peterson 
Mary Pitstick 
Roger Primm 
Bob & Mary Pritchard 
James Quinn 
Jim & Sharon Rhoades 
Teresa Sanderson 
Ursula Sarver 
John & Chris Sauter 
Virginia Scappino 
Anna Schelkopf 
Berni Schelkopf 
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf 
Kathleen Schimmola 
Robert Sheridan 
Tasha Sims 
Patricia Smith 
Margery A. Stroud 
Christine Stucko 
Mark Tuttle 
David Vaughan 
Stephen Wassmann 
Frank Willis 
Hope Willrett 
M. Nadine Zimmerman ►
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Tom & Joan Fenstermaker  
Ag in The Classroom Fund 
Linda Anderson 
Bayer Crop Science, Waterman 
Marcy & Don Billington 
DeKalb County Soil & Water   
 Conservation District 
Adele deWerff Stevens 
Roger & Vickie Faivre 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Roger Guehler 
Mike & Becky Hardt 
Dean & Charlene Johnson 
Kathleen Johnson 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs – In memory  
 of Russell Deverell 
Janet Kessler 
Kelly Kowal 
Ken & Sandra Mason – In memory  
 of Lester Senne 
Brian & Lori Moeller 
Bill & Bonnie Mullins 
Lane & Joyce Pickwell 
Lester Plote – In memory  
 of Lester Senne 
Roy & Janet Plote – In memory   
 of Lester Senne 
Larry & Marlene Sampson – In memory  
 of Lester Senne 
Dr. Deborah Schelkopf 
Doug & Kathy Stice 
Gerald & Joan Stoffregen 
In Memory of Vernon & Helen   
 Stoffregen 
Watermans Lions Club 
Frank Willis 
Don Willrett Family Farm

DeKalb County SWCD Fund 
Jim & Abbie Arndt 
Barry & Kris Aves 
Roger & Jean Bauer 
Richard & Della Bend 
DeKalb County Soil & Water   
 Conservation District 
John & Janice Docherty 
Beth Ann Elliott – In memory  
 of Richard Bend 
Donna Kay Elliott – In memory  
 of Richard Bend 
Dawn Felix 
Dean & Charlene Johnson – In memory  
 of Richard Bend 
Yvonne Johnson 

Kurtiss & Deb Larson – In memory 
 of Richard Bend 
Norman & Barbara Larson 
Brian & Florence Miller 
Janet Miller 
Ron & Julie Ness 
Carol Boston O’Shaughnessy 
Jeff & Deb Rood – In memory 
 of Richard Bend 
Jim & Mariam Wassmann – In memory  
 of Richard Bend 
Frank Willis

Scholarship Fund 
Elsie Sanford 
Stacey & Karlene Dolder 
Carl Dumoulin 
Robert & Ann Gilmore 
David & Lori Gilmore 
Lewis & Hilary Josephs 
Ron & Julie Ness 
Dale & Joanne Robinson 
Ursula Sarver 
Robert & Jo Ann Skabo

Joe Barshinger Ag Scholarship Fund 
Kathy Bock 
Kevin & Donna Hickey 
Steve & Linda Swenson

DeKalb Ag Scholarship Fund 
Gail P. Johnson

Jeff Hartmann SAI Scholarshp Fund 
Dan & Orva Carson 
Randy & Susan Deihs 
Tom & Joan Fenstermaker 
Gerald & Nancy Hartmann 
Donald & Saundra Huftalin 
David & Carol Keneway 
Doug & Kathy Stice

Orville A. Olson Ag Scholarship Fund 
Jerry & Sheri Janssen
Gene & Nancy Miller

Bob & Norma Wildenradt  
Ag Scholarship Fund 
Todd & Amanda Kowalski

Memorial Fund 
Richard Bend Memorial 
Russell Deverell Memorial 
Clifford Hammett Memorial 
Robert M. Maxwell Memorial 
Thomas Rhoads Memorial 
Gerald Sanderson Memorial ■

Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture Donors 2021, continued

To donate to these and other funds 
go to: PlantALegacy.org or contact 
the Farm Bureau Foundation at  
815-756-6361. ■

Farm Field Trips

Ag in the Classroom

Scholarships
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Lisa Govig joins Farm Bureau staff
Lisa Govig recently joined the DeKalb County Farm Bureau staff as the new 

Administrative Assistant in Membership. 
She began her employment with Farm Bureau on Jan. 4. 
Lisa will be responsible for maintaining the membership database for the 

county Farm Bureau and interfacing with members and COUNTRY agents. 
Also, she will provide staff support in various areas, including Ag in the 
Classroom. 

“I am very excited to be working at the Farm Bureau,” said Lisa. “I am 
looking forward to making personal connections with staff as well as the 
members we serve.”

Lisa and her husband Jim reside on their family farm in rural Malta where 
they raise corn and soybeans, beef cattle and a few chickens. 

They have four adult children. Mitchell (Andrea) of Sycamore owns a heating 
and cooling business. Deirdra (Jake) works at Northwestern and Rochelle 
hospitals and resides in Sycamore. Garrison (Kristen) farms with Jim and on 
his own along with having a trucking business; they are also based on the 
family farm. Nolan of rural Malta is an NIU student majoring in mechanical 
engineering and coaches Indian Creek High School boys basketball.

Lisa enjoys spending time with family including her three grandchildren – 
Adalie, Halie and Brooks – and her mother. 

A native of Wheaton, Lisa studied business at Northern Illinois University.  
She has worked part-time at the DeKalb County Extension Office for the last 

seven years. Lisa also has been a volunteer for the 4-H program for the past 16 

Lisa Govig

Family fun with  
Farm Matching Game

Sue Hipple enjoyed playing Farm 
Bureau’s Farm Matching Game over 
the holidays with her 2 ½ year old 
granddaughter Audrey. “She loves the 
game,” said Sue. There’s no doubt 
she’s pretty good at the memory game 
watching her Grandpa Jerry and Dad 
Adam farm in rural Waterman. ■

years. She currently serves on the 
county 4-H Foundation Board. 

In her spare time she enjoys 
gardening, attending sporting events 
of family members, and reading 
autobiographies. 

“Lisa has been a good addition 
to our staff,” said Greg Millburg, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Manager. “We welcome her 
wholeheartedly to our Farm Bureau 
family.” ■

Found it in the Farm Bureau Mural
On a regular basis people visit the Farm Bureau Building to take a closer 

look at its marvelous mural. This handcrafted wooden masterpiece has been an 
attraction for the past 25 years.

Recently, the Johnson family from Shabbona stopped by to take a closer 
look at the mural and participate in Farm Bureau’s Find it in the Mural contest. 
Nancy Johnson thought her daughter Karlie and three-year-old grandson Blake, 
who were home for the holidays, would enjoy this activity. And they did! They 
found many of the objects in the mural and received a prize from Farm Bureau. 
Shown are Karlie and Blake Willenbring of Minnesota and Nancy Johnson of 
Shabbona. ■

Farm Field Trips

Ag in the Classroom

Scholarships
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Popcorn  
 Partners
Local farmers diversify  
with acres of popcorn

Farmers Jeff Anderson and Tyler 
Tindall were looking for another niche 
market when they decided to grow 
popcorn. 

As they contemplated this new crop 
they realized that it isn’t your typical 
DeKalb County crop, like field corn, 
but has some similarities. They became 
familiar with the popcorn crop two years 
ago when they custom harvested some 
acres for another local farmer. 

“It’s a small niche market that is 
contract based,” said Jeff Anderson. “The 
supplier-buyer monitors our popcorn 
closely, setting timelines for planting and 
harvest.”

“We had a drop dead date of May 20 to 
get the popcorn planted, to comply with 
the contract,” explained Tyler Tindall. 
“Then, we harvested the crop the end of 
October.”

Last year Jeff and Tyler teamed up 
to raise 465 acres of yellow organic 
popcorn for the Weaver Company, based 
in Van Buren, Indiana. 

Their popcorn acres were located 
throughout the county, as far north 
as the Tindall Farm in Kirkland 
and south of the Anderson Farm 
in Malta.

Quality control is paramount 
with popcorn, say the two 
farmers. “If quality is 
compromised we get docked,” 
stated Tyler. But they didn’t, based on 
carefully monitoring fields. ►

Jeff	Anderson	and	Tyler	Tindall	had	a	remarkable	first	year	of	growing	popcorn	on	
their DeKalb County farms. The two farmers had a contract for growing organic 
popcorn with the Weaver Company based in Indiana.
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Some of the crop challenges which they encountered 
their first year were weather-related, with a dry spring 
and dry late summer. Then wind storms in August 
compromised stalk quality causing some of the corn to 
go down. 

Like their other organic crops, they used a row-crop 
cultivator to control weeds in between popcorn rows 
during the summer months. Foxtail and ragweed 
were some of their toughest weeds to get rid of. For 
fertilizer they used chicken litter and yard waste 
compost.

“The nice thing about growing popcorn is we 
follow similar organic practices and we can use our 
same farm equipment,” said Jeff. While harvesting 
the popcorn they had to be careful not to damage the 
kernels. “Popcorn is sensitive to kernel scratches so 
we have to handle it carefully.”

Another farm factor for popcorn is harvesting the 
crop at the ideal moisture – around 15-16 percent. And 
it has to dry naturally in the field. “You 
can’t run the popcorn through a grain 
dryer (like field corn) or it would pop!” 
noted Jeff. 

Jeff and Tyler indicated the 2021 
harvest was a slow one for them based 
on pockets of downed corn in their fields 
which required them to operate the 
combine at a lower speed.

But in the end they had respectable 
yields, averaging 4,800 pounds per acre. 
Popcorn yields are measured by the 
pound, not the bushel, like field corn. 

Typically popcorn produces less than half the yield of field 
corn – for them it equated to about 86 bushels per acre.

“It was a really good year for popcorn, based on timely 
rains,” explained Jeff. The farmers were surprised with 
the popcorn yields and pleased with meeting their contract 
obligations with Weaver. They called it a “profitable and 
successful venture.” 

Jeff and Tyler grew over two million pounds of popcorn in 
2021.

Their popcorn is sold by the Weaver company under various 
labels and its own Pop Weaver label at retail stores and movie 
theaters throughout the country. Most notably is the Organic 
Weaver Gold popcorn, which could be some of their popcorn 
grown in DeKalb County.

Both of their families enjoy eating popcorn with simply 
butter and salt. Jeff and his wife, Katherine, and three children 
reside in North Aurora. Tyler and his wife, Kristen, and three 
children live in Sycamore.

Having a successful first year, the two farmers intend to   
increase their popcorn acres in 2022. ►

Jeff Anderson, Malta farmer, and Tyler Tindall, Kirkland 
farmer, not only grow popcorn together, but other organic 
crops	like	field	corn,	soybeans,	oats,	wheat	and	cover	crops.	

Some of Jeff and Tyler’s locally grown popcorn may be 
under the Pop Weaver label like Organic Weaver Gold 
popcorn sold in stores throughout the country.
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Two guys partner up  
to grow organic crops

Growing crops organically is 
practically all Jeff Anderson has ever 
known. “My father transitioned to 
organic in 1998. I wanted to continue 
these practices and grow our farm for 
generations to come,” said Jeff. 

Jeff grew up helping his father with 
the grain and cattle farm but left the 
Malta farm for college and a corporate 
job. He earned bachelor and master’s 
degrees from NIU and became a CPA. 

When Jeff’s father, Larry, 
exited the cattle market and 
transitioned from conventional 
to organic crops it was a way 
to continue to farm the 450 
family-owned acres in a 
niche market. 

In 2012, Jeff returned to the 
family farm to work alongside 
his dad who then retired two 
years later. Since then Jeff, a fifth 
generation farmer, has expanded the 
farming operation to 2,100 acres of 
organic crops and still maintains his 
corporate job.

Jeff and Tyler Tindall became 
farming partners five years ago having 
similar interests in organic crops and 
deep roots in their centennial family 
farms. 

Tyler grew up on the Tindall Farm 
in rural Kirkland helping his dad, 
Rich, grow traditional row crops. 
He was more interested in sports in 
his younger years and not so much 
farming. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree from NIU and then worked for 
a local pallet company. 

At the age of 30, Tyler had a change 
of heart and returned to farm with his 
father in 2014. He farmed with him 
until Rich’s retirement in 2016. At that 

point Tyler, a 6th generation farmer, 
had to decide if he could continue 
farming the 350 family-owned acres 
or not. 

“I wanted to keep our farm going 
but there wasn’t enough acres to farm 
full time,” said Tyler. “Transitioning 
to organic farming and partnering with 
Jeff was a good route for me to go.” 

Tyler left his pallet job to farm full 
time. In just a few years he has grown 
his farm acreage to 1,000 acres. 

Since 2016, Tyler and Jeff have 
shared labor and 

equipment and 
together the two 

make farm 

Jeff	Anderson	and	Tyler	Tindall	have	been	farming	together	for	the	past	five	years.	They	
share equipment and labor on their combined 3,100 farm acres. 

management decisions for their 
combined 3,100 acres.

“Equipment and labor is easier 
for us over more acres. It’s easier 
together than on our own,” said Jeff. 

They both maintain that farming 
organically requires extra work 
than traditional farming. They use a 
row-crop cultivator, rotary hoe, crop 
rotation, field walkers and timing 
to manage weeds. Organic farming 
requires more field time/passes per 
acre. 

The two farmers also keep 
meticulous records in order to maintain 
their organic certification and be in 
compliance with the USDA’s National 
Organic Program. ►

Popcorn Partners, continued

“It was a really good 
year for popcorn, 
based on timely 
rains.”  
Jeff Anderson, Malta farmer
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“You have to be passionate 
about growing crops 
organically,” claimed Jeff. 
“Yes, there is a yield drag 
between organic and traditional. 
And organic doesn’t have the 
seed and fertility options like 
conventional farming, but more 
options are being developed.”

They grow organic popcorn, field 
corn, soybeans, oats, and wheat, 
along with cover crops like peas, 
oats and radishes. 

“We continue to look at new 
crops to grow on the farm, diversify 
and be successful,” said Jeff. “We 
started with food grade organic 
crops and now have some feed 
grain crops.”

What helps Jeff, 41, and Tyler, 37, 
is the networking they do with other 
farmers – there are about 15 organic 
farmers in the county. “We discuss 

Popcorn Partners, continued

what works and doesn’t work and 
help each other as needed,” said Jeff.

As for the farming duo, “We are 

a good balance,” commented Tyler. 
“We make better decisions  
together.” ■

Jeff	Anderson’s	family	farm	dates	back	to	1882.	He	is	a	fifth	generation	farmer	as	
well as a CPA. He’s quite proud of their centennial farm located on Fairview Road in 
rural Malta. 

Fun Facts about Growing Popcorn (compared to field corn)

• Popcorn is usually shorter in height.

• The tassels on popcorn droop because they contain more pollen.
• Popcorn has to dry naturally in the field and can’t run  

thru a grain dryer or it would pop.

• An ear of popcorn is smaller.

• Popcorn has a heavier test weight (65 lbs/bu).

• At harvest, popcorn is measured in pounds,  
    conventional popcorn averages 5,000 lbs./acre.
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www.popcorn.org
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reflections
Looking back at local history

The Popcorn Stand
Sycamore’s popcorn stand has been popping for 128 years!

James Elliott was the original owner of the popcorn stand in Sycamore, 
which he called the “popcorn and confectionary stand.” It was located on the 
northwest corner of State and Maple streets. Elliott was a farmer and carpenter 
who “lost his hand in a circular saw.” 

Elliott bought the “big, elaborate wagon, resplendent in red and yellow” as 
early as 1893, from the Kingery Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. It was a horse-
drawn wagon mounted on wheels and “Each day Elliott would wheel the stand” 
from Ryan’s Livery Stable on North Maple to the corner, pulled by a gray 
horse. “Then at night he would push it back.” 

While the popcorn stand stood just across the street from the county seat, 
changes occurred around it. An interurban railway ran on the half hour from 
1902 to 1924 between Sycamore and DeKalb, from in front of the courthouse, 
past the popcorn stand, to the west side of Altgeld Hall. Automobiles gradually 
shared Main Street with horses and then abruptly replaced them.  

“After Elliott moved away in 1921, local businessmen purchased and 
refurbished the wagon for Edward Lobaugh,” wrote DeKalb County Historian 
Phyllis Kelley in 2007. “The wheels were removed and the stand was moved 
to its location at the southwest corner of State and Maple Streets in 1923, with 
electricity and gas being supplied 
from beneath the sidewalk.” Edward 
Lobaugh and his wife ran the stand 
until 1943. 

When the stand opened in the 
Spring of 1944, Gertrude and Irving 
Fothergill (Edward Lobaugh’s 
daughter’s in-laws) were operating 

Irving Fothergill recalled buying 
popcorn from the stand in his youth.  

During World War II, the 
Fothergills sold upwards of 3,000 
pounds, perhaps due to the limited 
outlets for recreation in those years. 
By 1957, demand had leveled off 
to “around 1,500 pounds of Iowa 
Hybrid No. 5” per year and Fothergill 
estimated that all of the popcorn sold 
over the stand’s counter “would have 
to be weighed in tons.” 

A newspaper account in August 
1960, called the popcorn stand in 
Sycamore “one of DeKalb County’s 
oldest businesses.”

The Fothergills owned the stand 
through 1962. 

In 1963, Cecile Blake Kartchner 
“bought the little red popcorn stand 
in Sycamore” after retiring from 
Diamond Wire Company and owned 
it until 1982. In the last two years 
of business, Kartchner met Jody 
Mattison. They hit it off, working 
together at the stand, becoming 
business partners. Jody bought out 
Cecile in 1983 and continued to 
nourish customers from the DeKalb 
County landmark until 2010 when 
her daughter, Cassie, took over.

Cassie and Troy Oltman have 
owned the stand since December 
2010. ■  

Sycamore’s popular popcorn stand is 
currently owned by Cassie and Troy 
Oltman.

(Above right) The Lobaughs ran the popcorn stand from 1923 to 1943 at the 
southwest corner of State and Maple Streets. (Above) Sycamore’s popcorn stand 
was	first	located	on	the	northwest	corner	of	State	Street	in	1893.	It	was	a	horse-
drawn wagon with wheels.

Information provided by the 
DeKalb County History Center. 
For more information visit  
www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org.

it. 
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“Farm Art” country folk & pop music presented by Barb Sorensen

Barb Sorensen will entertain Farm 
Bureau members with her country folk 
and pop rock music on Monday, Feb. 7 
at 1 p.m.  

She’s calling her musical program, 
“Farm Art” because of her interest in 
country music and on-farm experiences. 
As a matter of fact, Barb’s latest 
album is “Farm Art” which features 
her original country folk and pop 
rock music. It’s her fifth album to be 
released.

Barb offers fun, upbeat lyrics with 
some light humor. Her songs contain 
hints of her influences growing up in 
a German household with American 
music loving parents. She was raised 
on German folk music, Souza marches, 
opera, rock n’ roll, tango calypso, jazz 
and orchestral music. 

Her music layers rhythms, voices and 

styles and pushes the boundaries 
of her influences with her  
non-conformist writing style 
with fun and insightful lyrics. 

Hailing from the northwest 
suburbs of Chicago, Barb has 
performed across Europe, 
Canada, the United States and 
soon to be Australia and Asia. 
Barb won the distinction of 
being selected as one of three 
performing artists for the annual 
White House Christmas Tree Lighting 
Celebration in 2004. 

Recently she spent some time on 
a Northern Illinois farm and now 
continues to write songs about farming 
and her adventures on farms.

Her performance is at 1 p.m. in the 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater. 
Prior to her musical program, lunch 

will be served in the Farm Bureau 
Auditorium at noon. Lunch fee is $8, 
payable by Feb. 1 at the Farm Bureau 
office. Please note the increased lunch 
fee.

The Feb. 7 program and luncheon is 
open to Prime Timers, members 55+ 
years.

Register by Feb. 1. ■

Long before Martha Stewart, there 
was Betty Crocker. 

In 1950, her brand-new picture 
cookbook hit shelves, with sales that 
rivaled that of another big book, The 
Bible. To date the cookbook has sold 
more than 75 million copies.

Created in 1921 by a flour company, 
Better Crocker became the most 
famous and most trusted advisor to 
American cooks. 

This fun, illustrated lecture by 
historian Leslie Goddard looks at how 
Betty Crocker was invented, why 
her cookbook has endured and what 
makes her so iconic. She will cook up 
some nostalgia for Farm Bureau Prime 
Timers on Monday, March 7.

Leslie will share the story of 
America’s first lady of food. 

She holds a Ph.D. from 
Northwestern University and master’s 
degrees in museum studies and theater. 
Leslie is a lifelong resident of the 

Barb Sorensen

“Betty Crocker and Her Cookbook That Changed America”
Chicago area who has been lecturing 
and performing on topics in history for 
more than 15 years. 

Leslie has done several historical 
portrayals at DeKalb County Farm 
Bureau and returns for another 
interesting one!

The Betty Crocker program on 
March 7 begins at 1 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau Theater. Before the program, 
lunch is served in the auditorium 
at 12-noon. Lunch reservations are 
needed by March 1 at the Farm Bureau 
office; lunch fee 
is $8. ■

Feb. 7
“Farm Art” music  
by Barb Sorensen 

March 7
“Betty Crocker and Her Cookbook 

That Changed America”
by Leslie Goddard

April 4
“Seniors: Don’t be Scammed” 

by Sheriff Andy Sullivan

May 2
Sycamore High School Orchestra 

directed by Ken Tonaki

June 6
Winston Churchill portrayal

by Terry Lynch

Prime Timers Programs held at  
1 p.m; lunch precedes the program at 
12-noon. Register one week ahead.

PRIME TIMERS

What’s Next 
For members 55+ years
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TRIPSTRIPS
“West Side Story” at Marriott Theatre has some openings

The “West Side Story” musical 
returns to the Marriott Theatre. 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau has 
tickets for the Thursday, March 24 
show.

The musical is transported to 
modern-day New York City as 
two young, idealistic lovers find 
themselves caught between warring 
street gangs, the Jets and the Sharks, 
in this landmark Broadway musical. 
Their struggle to survive in a world 
of hate, violence and prejudice is 
one of the most innovative, heart-
wrenching and relevant musical 
dramas of today’s time. 

From the first notes to the final 
breath, “West Side Story” is as 
powerful, poignant and timely as 
ever!

Before the musical enjoy a served, 
plated hot lunch at the Marriott in 
Lincolnshire. Choose between a beef 
or chicken entrée.

Cost is $95 for Farm Bureau 

members and $105 for guests. Price 
includes lunch, the “West Side 
Story” musical, and motor coach 
transportation. 

There are some openings for this 
trip. To register, contact the Farm 
Bureau office. Call 815-756-6361 
and provide credit card payment or 
stop by the office for payment. 

A limited number of spaces are 
available on a first come, first served 
basis.

On March 24, the motor coach 
departs from Farm Bureau at 9:30 
a.m. and returns by 5 p.m.

This day trip is being sponsored 
by the DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
Prime Timers Committee. ■

Registration opens soon for magic show at Lake Geneva
Illusionist Tristan Crist presents 

magic up-close and personal. Witness 
large illusions in an intimate setting 
at the Tristan Crist Magic Theatre in 
Lake Geneva.

Farm Bureau has reserved 
seats for the Saturday evening, 

April 23 show.  
Every seat is close to the action!  

The show is 65 minutes of Vegas-style 
magic and illusion with new tricks. 

The show comes to a thrilling end 
as a real HELICOPTER appears on 
stage only a few feet away. You won’t 
believe your eyes!  

The Tristan Crist Magic Theatre is 
rated Lake Geneva’s #1 attraction and 
show on TripAdvisor; come see what 
all the buzz is about!

After the 5 p.m. show, enjoy an 
Italian buffet dinner at the Tuscan 
restaurant in Lake Geneva.

Cost is $100 for Farm Bureau 
members, $110 for guests. Includes 
the magic show, dinner, and motor 
coach transportation.

The motor coach will depart from 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau at 3 
p.m. and returns by 10 p.m. 

Registration for this trip opens 
on Feb. 1 at the Farm Bureau 
office. Credit card or personal check 
accepted. Open to Farm Bureau 
members and guests. ■
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AG LITERACY

Ag in the Classroom 2022
DeKalb County Farm Bureau’s ag literacy program is excited to 
launch the 2022 Ag in the Classroom (AITC) program!

How this year’s program will work:
1. Teachers request supplies to conduct the AITC lessons by visiting 

www.GrowYoungMinds.org. 
2. Supplies will be delivered to schools based on dates chosen.
3. Supporting videos will be available online for each lesson.
4. Teachers conduct their AITC lesson. (In limited circumstances, 

volunteer presenters may be able to conduct lessons.)
5. OPTIONAL: Students illustrate what they’ve learned by creating 

designs for the CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest.

What students will learn & do:
1st Grade – More Than a Seed
Students will explore the steps of crop production, learn what seeds 
need to germinate, and plant corn & soybean seeds and learn how 
those crops impact their own lives.

2nd Grade – From Moo to You
Students will learn how dairy farmers care for their cows, experience a 
hands-on dairy activity, and learn why dairy products are important in 
a healthy diet.

3rd Grade – It’s an Earful 
Students will learn how farmers grow and harvest corn, dissect corn 
kernels, investigate types of corn, and explore how corn impacts our 
lives.

4th Grade – Mapping Illinois Agriculture
Students will investigate ways agriculture connects to our lives, 
identify Illinois agricultural products, and use maps to locate ag-
related sites.

5th Grade – Exploring STEM Careers in Agriculture
Students will explore the sorts of careers available in the ag industry, 
learn about several specific agricultural careers, and play STEM 
Career BINGO. 

     How to request your AITC materials:
DeKalb County 1st-5th grade teachers may visit  
www.GrowYoungMinds.org to complete the AITC request form.

DEADLINES: 
February 25 – for AITC supplies to be delivered March 4
March 25 – for AITC supplies to be delivered April 1
April 22 – for AITC supplies to be delivered April 29
May 6 – CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest deadline ■
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AG LITERACY

Congratulations to these members who correctly completed the December 
Holiday Activities page in CONNECTIONS magazine: Erica Deacon of Somonauk, 
Jim Jindrich of Sycamore and Rachelle Korth of Maple Park. They received 
complimentary Farm Matching Games from Farm Bureau. ■

K-12 Teachers: Plan 
now to attend the 2022 
Summer Ag Institute!
• Earn 45 hours of 

professional development 
credit or 3 hours of 
graduate credit (University 
of St. Francis)

• Cost is $150 plus 
approximately $300 tuition 
if enrolling for graduate 
credit.

• Scholarships will be 
available!

• More information coming 
soon at:  
GrowYoungMinds.org. ■
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AG LITERACY

Check out the Candy & 
Chocolate Literacy Kit!  

Go to https://
growyoungminds.org/

classroom-tools/literacy-kits/
candy-and-chocolate/.

Use the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle.

ACROSS
4. Form of sugar found in sugar beets
7. Native habitat of the cacao tree
9. Melty brown food product made from tree seeds
12. Sweet ingredient found in most holiday treats
13. A top peppermint growing state
14. Strong-smelling plant used to produce the oil that flavors 
candy canes
15. Part of the plant from which mint oil is extracted

DOWN
1. A top peppermint-growing state; located north of Illinois
2. Kind of tree that produces the seeds used to make 
chocolate
3. Part of the cacao tree from which cocoa beans are 
obtained
5. Steam distillation is used to _______________ mint oil 
from leaves
6. A state in which sugar beets are grown (two words)
8. One of the leading countries from which the U.S. imports 
cocoa
10. Root crop used to make over half of the sugar produced 
in the U.S. (two words)
11. Part of the sugar beet plant used to produce sugar

Complete this page for 
a chance to win a prize! 
The first 5 people who 
email a photo of their 
correctly-completed 
page to connections@
dekalbfarmbureau.
org will win a Farm 
Matching Game. ■

Match the farm 
crop to the 
finished product 
by drawing a 
line between the 
photos.

Holiday Treat Activities

Farm Crop Product

This kit is available on loan to teachers.

Match the farm crop to the finished 
product by drawing a line between 

the photos.
Farm Crop Product

Holiday Treat Activities Winners
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Growing Knowledge of Agriculture in the Classroom

Mrs. Leslie LarsonTeaching
School:  Cortland Elementary School

Grade:  1st Grade

Number of years teaching:  29

Farm Bureau/Ag Literacy connection:  I am currently the Ag Literacy Ambassador for 
Cortland Elementary. I have also attended 3 Summer Ag Institutes at the Farm Bureau and 
enjoy the resources available to my class.

What is your favorite unit to teach?  I always look forward to the fall and teaching about 
the life cycle of pumpkins. There are so many fun hands-on activities that can be done 
with pumpkins. We also keep a pumpkin in a jar and watch how it changes during the 
school. The students love this! 

What do you enjoy most about teaching?  My favorite thing about teaching is watching 
the	students	become	fluent	readers.	Many	students	feel	they	will	never	learn	to	read	and	
are suprrised when they can.

Why is it important for students to learn about food and farming?  Agriculture education 
is crucial and provides students the opportunities to learn the importance of agriculture 
in our everyday lives. Many students are not aware that we depend on agriculture for not 
only food on our table, but for medicine, clothing, career opportunities, etc.  

Share one memorable teaching story.  We	always	celebrate	the	100th	Day	of	first	grade.	
One year we had giant balloons in the shape of 100 but one of the 0’s blew away so we 
then	decided	to	celebrate	the	101st	day	of	first	grade.	We	dress	up	as	Dalmatian	dogs	
now. It’s a lot more fun!

Personal
Hometown:  Sandwich

Family:  Husband, Dwain, and two 
daughters, Jessica and Jamie

College/Degree(s):  Bachelor’s Degree 
in Elementary Education from NIU, 
and a Master’s Degree in Education 
Curriculum and Instruction from NIU

What did you want to be when you 
grew up?  I recall thinking I would like to 
be a teacher in my early teens.

Favorites
Quote:  “Students don’t care what 
you know until they know you care.” 
Unknown

Hobbies:  Gardening, camping, time 
with family and friends

Book:  “The First Forest” by John Giles

Music:  Classic Rock

Sports team:  Chicago Blackhawks

TV show:  “Friends”

Travel destination:  Hawaii, but I’d love 
to see the Grand Canyon one day! ■
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Coming soon
at DeKalb County  

Farm Bureau

SILO-A film about grain entrapment

Thursday, March 17 
In conjunction with DeKalb County FBFM Meeting which begins at 9 a.m.

DeKalb County Farm Bureau Theater 

No charge to attend. Lunch provided. Reservations required at FBFM: newport@fbfm.org.

About the movie: Inspired by true events, SILO tells the story of an 
18-year-old who falls victim to a grain entrapment incident that brings 
the community together in a small farm town. After the movie, a 
guided conversation will address safety issues. 

Sponsors
A&P Grain Systems 
Vern’s Farm Supply

Sukup Manufacturing Company
DeKalb County Farm Bureau

COUNTRY Financial® DeKalb County Agency
Conserv FS 

CHS - Elburn 
DeLong Co. 

FS Grain 
Maplehurst 

Mullins Grain Co.

This	film	is	recommended	for	active,	operating	farmers.

■
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A Quiet Frost
Photo courtesy of Bob Myers

This	is	the	first	in	an	alternating	series	from	local	photographers	Bob	Myers	and	Nicole	Jonutz.	
Bob shot this frosty scene on Mt. Hunger Rd., northeast of Sycamore. ■



Farm Bureau Legislative Priorities for 2022
The Illinois Farm Bureau Board of Directors has approved state legislative 

initiatives for the new year that will benefit Illinois farmers. 

2022 State Legislative Priorities:
• Seek to maintain Illinois’ current tax policies that provide economic 
stability for the agricultural industry including the agricultural sales tax 
exemptions for seed, feed, fertilizer/chemicals, and equipment. 
• Work to maintain adequate state funding for key Illinois Department of 
Agriculture programs like meat/poultry/egg inspectors, environmental 
programs, warehouse oversight, and veterinarian programs. This includes 
advocating for a viable and independent Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
• Seek $750,000 in additional appropriations to the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture to better prepare for Mass Animal Infectious Disease 
Prevention. 
• Maintain a balanced process for siting livestock farms through the 
Livestock Management Facilities Act (LMFA) that protects both the 
environment and farmers’ ability to raise livestock. 
• Support legislation limiting liability on agritourism for inherent risks. 
• Support protecting the private property rights of farmers during the 
installation, maintenance, and upgrading of current utilities. 
• Seek to create the use of E-15 and B-20 in the general marketplace. 
• Support the creation of Illinois Industrial Biotech Partnership Act. 
• Support a requirement for the development of a comprehensive 
agricultural drainage plan for farmland where surface or subsurface 
agricultural drainage will be impacted from the construction, maintenance, 
or deconstruction of a renewable energy project or other utilities. 
• Educate members of the General Assembly on the importance of the 

Representative 
Jeff Keicher (R) 

70th District
2018-present 

Springfield Office: 
218-N Stratton Office Building 

Springfield, IL 62706 
217-782-0425
District Office: 

158 W. State St., Suite C 
Sycamore, IL 60178 

815-748-3494

Farmland Assessment Law.
• Build a strategy to explore the 
political viability of allowing 
associations in Illinois to offer member 
health benefit plans. ■

State legislators serving DeKalb County

Senator 
Dave Syverson (R)

35th District
1993-present 

Springfield Office: 
105E Capitol Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 

217-782-5413
District Office: 

State of Illinois Building 
200 S. Wyman, Suite 302 

Rockford, IL 61101 
815-987-7555

Senator 
Brian W. Stewart (R)

45th District
2013-2018 (House),  

2018-present (Senate) 
Springfield Office: 

105C Capitol Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 

217-782-0180
District Office: 

50 W. Douglas St., Suite 1001 
Freeport, IL 61032 

815-284-0045

Representative 
Tom Demmer (R)

90th District
2013-present 

Springfield Office: 
314 Capitol Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 

217-782-0535
District Office: 

1221 Currency Court, Suite B 
Rochelle, IL 61068 

815-561-3690

LEGISLATIVE
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SEEN IT                     December 2021

SEEN IT

Mosaic Mural: Harvesting Our Future
Hinckley is bursting with pride over its recent completion of its historic 

mosaic mural. The mural entitled “Harvesting Our Future” is located in the 
heart of the village. 

The mural is made up of colorful mosaic pieces with various scenes and 
images that represent the history of Hinckley. The two corn stalks are embedded 
in the words, “Put Down Your Roots”, a metaphoric expression likened to the 
rooting of a plant to human settlement. The farm scene depicts farms and their 
significance to the area, complete with a silo, a round barn from the past, current 
and former farm machinery, and farm fields. 

There are many other images in this mural located at the corner of Rt. 30 and 
Sycamore Street in Hinckley – worth stopping to see! Mosaic muralist Danielle 
Casali was commissioned to create the artistic designs. Under her direction and 
leadership several Hinckley volunteers helped create the mural. 

The winner of last month’s SEEN IT Somewhere contest is Owen Flint-
Thompson of Hinckley who correctly identified the mural. ■

Members, tell us what this is and where 
you saw it. Send your response to: 

connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org or 
call us at 815-756-6361 and share your 

name and address. Correct answers will be 
entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card. In 
the next issue we will reveal the answer and 

information about this local photo.
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Provided by COUNTRY Financial®
COUNTRY

Just like the weather, the future of 
farming is forever changing. 

As you consider your farm’s 
business plan and possibly even 
choose some additional income 
opportunities to serve your community, 
some concerns likely come to mind. 
Protecting your farm operation against 
Mother Nature, keeping equipment 
operational, and improving production 
or service are likely top of mind. 

Running your farm should be your 
first priority. As COUNTRY Financial 
Insurance Agents and Financial 
Representatives, ours is protecting it. 
That’s why we’ve recently expanded 
the ag-based businesses we write on 
our long-trusted Farm and AgriPlus® 
insurance policies.

According to the United States 
Department of Agriculture National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (USDA-
NASS), as of April 2019, there were 
more than 72,000 farms across our 
state, spread across 27 million acres. 
Commodities cover a wide spectrum, 
and each farm and business operation 
have a variety of needs. 

From roadside stands to u-pick, and 
many other agritourism activities, our 

newly expanded liability extensions 
help protect added opportunities 
within your operation. Eligibility 
requirements for your farm on 
most expanded offerings are up to 
$100,000 in gross receipts. This 
allows you to offer more on-site 
options if you’re hoping to attract 
more people to the farm. 

A no-cost annual Insurance and 
Financial Review with a COUNTRY 
Financial representative is always 
recommended and is also a great 
way to get the conversation started 
soon to better protect you, your 
equipment, your property and your 
employees. 

As a policy review visit begins, 
the conversation may start with 
questions such as: 

• Has anything changed from last 
year?  

• Have you hired a new employee? 
• Have you built any new 

buildings, or expect any new 
purchases?  

• Have your operations changed in 
anyway?  

• Have you diversified and started 
in a new area? 

The review visit also allows the 
representative to provide friendly 
reminders such as any new vehicle 
purchases need to be added to a policy 
within 30 days of purchase so that they 
are covered if a fire or accident were to 
happen.  

Protecting farms like yours 
has been the goal of COUNTRY 
Financial for more than 95 years.

The passion to help farmers and their 
communities is in our blood and we 
take it seriously. Our team of nearly 
30 agents and representatives covering 
DeKalb, Kendall and Ogle counties 
joins more than 800 COUNTRY 
serving the state of Illinois, ready to 
help you get the coverage you need so 
you can focus on the success of your 
farm. 

We’ll work with you to create a 
comprehensive package of coverage 
that meets your needs and provides 
you peace of mind as you plan for your 
farm’s success. ■

Planning for Your Farm and Business Success
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Be part of the future of farming, take the Illinois agriculture needs survey
 Farming is changing. It’s hard 

for everyone, small farmers and 
commercial producers alike, to 
keep up with the latest research, 
changing climates, emerging pesticide 
resistance, new crop varieties all 
while trying to stay healthy and 
productive.

For more than 100 years, University 
of Illinois Extension has worked with 
agricultural communities to empower 
them to meet challenges with 
confidence. Now, you can be part of 
the future of farming in Illinois by 
taking a few minutes to share your 
thoughts with Extension researchers 
online at go.illinois.edu/AgNeeds.

“This survey will help us get 
an accurate picture of what our 
agriculture stakeholders’ needs are,” 
says Katie Bell, Illinois Extension 
local foods small farms educator.

Extension agriculture educators 
regularly ask those working in the 
agricultural industry about their 
concerns and use the feedback to 
develop trainings for the public on 
new and emerging topics and develop 
research projects that address gaps 
in current understanding of crop 
sciences.

“Knowing what our farm 
communities are thinking about helps 
us prioritize what research projects 

our scientists can focus their efforts 
on so we can then share accurate 
information that our stakeholders can 
trust,” Bell says.

The survey is anonymous and 
open to all Illinois producers and 
agriculture industry professionals 
now through March 2022. It will take 
10 to 20 minutes to complete.

For more information about the 
survey, contact Bell at 618- 687-1727 
or klbell@illinois.edu. ■
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The University of Illinois Extension has scheduled a series of educational 
webinars for January through March.

Small Farms Winter Webinar Series 
All sessions are at noon on Thursdays from Jan. 27 to March 24. Courses are 
free and open to the public. 
Direct market farmers, homesteaders, landowners, hobby farms, and backyard 
growers can learn practices to improve production and increase profit.

Jan. 27: Regenerative Agriculture: Techniques Towards Sustainable Vegetable 
Production
Feb. 3: Vining Through Pumpkin Production
Feb. 10: 2022 Illinois Home to Market Law
Feb. 17: Pawpaws: Our Native ‘Tropical’ Fruit
Feb. 24: High Tunnel Winter Greens Research from Dixon Springs
March 3: Introduction to Vermicomposting
March 10: Mushroom Production
March 17: Getting Started with Backyard Swine
March 24: Growing Great Grapes

For more information and to register visit https://extension.illinois.edu/lfssf/
winter-webinars 

Four Seasons Gardening Winter Series
Each season, the team hosts two live one-hour webinars delivered via Zoom. 
Webinars are free but registration is required and space is limited.
Organic Gardening | Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. – Registration link: https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=24808 
Shade Gardening | March 8 at 1:30 p.m. – Registration link: https://web.
extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=24809 

Winter Webinars offer variety of topics
Gardening in the air!  
Virtual Gardening 
Saturday, Feb. 5 from 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
University of Illinois Extension and 
Iowa State University Extension 
have teamed up to offer virtual 
gardening. Combining expertise from 
both institutions we are offering an 
assortment of current topics for you to 
pick and choose from. 

All will be offered via ZOOM so 
participants must have internet access. 
There is no registration fee to attend  
but a donation is appreciated. 

Sign up for a session or the whole 
series: 
go.illinois.edu/GIAsignup2022

Everyday Environment Webinar 
- Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy Report  
Feb. 10 | 1 p.m.
The Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy (NLRS) guides the state’s 
efforts to improve water quality at 
home and downstream by reducing 
nitrogen and phosphorus levels in 
our lakes, rivers, and streams. NLRS 
lays out a comprehensive suite of best 
management practices for reducing 
nutrient losses from wastewater 
treatment plants and urban and 
agricultural runoff. Discover how 
stakeholder partner efforts in Illinois 
have progressed and how you can play 
a part in improving the quality of your 
local waterways. 

This webinar will provide a briefing 
of the 2021 NLRS Biennial Report, 
highlighting Extension activities that 
engage individuals and groups.

Register at https://web.extension.
illinois.edu/registration/?Registration
ID=24597 

For additional information contact the 
DeKalb County Extension office, 815-
758-8194. ■
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The only thing better than our products is our 
people. Whether it’s propane, lubricants, DEF, or fuel, 

why not work with a team of local energy experts  
who deliver what you need, when you need it.  

Visit gofurthergofs.com or fspropane.com or talk  
with your local FS Energy Specialist.

bringing you what’s next ™

YOUR TRUSTED ADVISOR FOR YOUR ENERGY NEEDS

DELIVERED

815-334-5950
conservfs.com
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DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Drive
Sycamore, IL 60178


